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Ground Breaking for U.S. 24
Fort to Port Projects

District 1 celebrated the be-
ginning of construction on its
remaining U.S. Route 24 Fort to
Port projects June 14, with an of-
ficial ground-breaking ceremony in
Paulding County. Director Beasley
and District 1 Deputy Director
Tim Burkepile led the ceremony
which recognized the beginning of
construction on segments through
Paulding, Defiance and Henry coun-
ties.

The U.S. 24 projects expand the
entire route to four lanes, forever
changing the landscape of northwest
Ohio by opening up the region for
economic development. A focus of
the district for more than 15 years,
38 miles of U.S. 24 are currently
under construction.

“This is a unique time in transpor-
tation history and in the history of
the district,” said Burkepile. “To see
this project now being constructed is
a significant accomplishment for us.”

Aerial view, taken in August 2007, of construction on the new

U.S. Route 24 interchange with U.S. Route 127.

Opening of New
U.S. Route 30
A project that has taken more

than 40 years to realize celebrated

a significant day on Nov. 9, when a
26-mile segment of U.S. Route 30
was opened to traffic. The new, four-
lane highway between State Route

235 in Hancock County and Upper
Sandusky eliminates the last remain-
ing two-lane section of U.S. 30 in
northwest Ohio.

“This is a project that I and many
others at the district have spent our
careers working on, and to see it now
complete is very rewarding,” said
Burkepile.

This section of U.S. 30 was the
last in a series of three projects
between Allen and Crawford coun-
ties. The projects were constructed

between 1997 and 2007.

District 1 Responds
to Flooding

This past August, District 1 saw
six of the district’s eight coun-
ties declared disaster areas when
severe flooding struck the area. The
department
responded in
force to the
needs of its
communities
by organiz-
ing a massive
cleanup effort.

Personnel
from every
county in the
district helped
in the success-
ful effort to
clear debris
piled in the
streets by residents affected by flood
waters. Districts 2, 4, 5 and 10 sent
assistance into the areas in the forms
of either people or equipment.

“It was just a great collection of
people working together,” said Find-
lay Mayor Tony Iriti. “We are just so
appreciative of ODOT.” @

1-280 Landmark Cable Stay
Bridge Opens
The Veterans’ Glass City Skyway
opened all lanes to traffic on Oct.
25, achieving a dream nearly twenty
years in the making by planners,
designers, contractors, ODOT staff
and the general public. Governor
Strickland, Director Beasley and
District Deputy Director Dysard
were joined by a team of national
and local leaders in the June 23
ceremonial opening of this bridge
over the Maumee River.
This project, the single larg-

est contract in ODOT’s history,
established many world records: a
world record for the largest number
of strands used in a stay cable; the
first such bridge in the U.S. to
enclose its stay cables with stainless
steel sheathing; and the first in the
world with glass and LED lighting
integrated into its pylon.

Paving the Way

This year, District 2 acquired a
paver, roller, milling machine and a
distributor truck to form a “Paving
Train” process for highway issues.

The main challenge was to find
the best way to operate the equip-
ment and manage the operations.
Employees from Wood and Wil-
liams counties stepped up to take on
the pothole-laden Ottawa County
garage parking lot. In August of
2007, ODOT employees laid 870
tons of asphalt using the new paver
at the garage.

After its successful test run, the
paving train traveled around the
district to small routes, such as State

Route 120 in Fulton county, and
repaired bridges over the highly
traveled Interstate 75. Now District
2 can make minor pavement repairs
before they become major issues,
saving the department time and
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D-3’s Paving Train at work per-
forming cost-effective preventa-
tive maintenance operations on

money.

ODOT Lights the Way to
Safety on State Route 2

District 2 worked with the
railroad and other government
agencies to improve safety at a
Norfolk Southern crossing on State
Route 2 in Ottawa County. Due to
a very low train volume, this poorly
marked, four-lane expressway was
the scene of a number of train-car
accidents, including two fatalities.

Following planning sessions be-
tween District 2, the Public Utilities
Commission and Ohio Rail Devel-
opment, the Ottawa County Garage
made various construction changes
to the crossing to improve driver
safety. Norfolk Southern installed
lights at the crossing. All actions
to improve the rail crossing were
coordinated by the Ottawa County
transportation administrator.

The project was completed in
September 2007. District 2 was able
to deliver this needed safety project
to the taxpayers in a fast and cost-
efficient manner. ©

New lights and signs improve safety at the

State Route 2 railroad crossing in Ottawa
County.

[ 2 % TRANSCRIPT, ACCOMPLISHMENTS 2007 J

All Aboard the
Paving Train

Strategic brainstorming by
members of District 3’s Highway
Management Team resulted in
a new maintenance plan which
allowed area highways to receive
some much needed maintenance
throughout the 2007 construc-
tion season. Known as the “Paving
Train,” the cost-efhicient plan was
developed and implemented to best
utilize the district’s equipment.

To put the plan in place, highway
technicians (HTs) from across the
district volunteered to travel to
highway sections that would not see
a major resurfacing for years to come
and give them specific attention.
These paving specialists each had
a role in running different pieces
of equipment. As the paving train
rolled into other District 3 counties,
additional HTs were brought in to
support the operation and assist with

flagging.

ODOT Teams
Fought Flooding

Three days of
heavy, non-stop rains
in August flooded
many District 3 high-
ways, bridges, and
interstate ramps. As
the Governor declared
states of emergency
for several District
3 counties, highway

rural roadways.

technicians were already on clean-up
duty.

ODOT’s men and women

worked with local communities and
non-profit groups to provide aide to
the thousands of stranded motorists
and helpless homeowners. Crews
from all over the district help set
detours, clear debris from roadways,
and worked to restore normalcy to
local citizens.

Pumping water off ramps and
roads, shoveling debris from high-
ways, and picking up garbage from
basements left curbside in the after-
math was all part of ODOT’s service
to the community. ©

ODQT crews working to clean up the aftermath of

the August 20-21 storms in Crawford County.
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District 4's new Multi-Purpose Trailer (MPT)

Multi-Purpose Trailer

After months of hard work and
planning in 2007, a group of talent-
ed mechanics created the new Multi-
Purpose Trailer (MPT) in District 4.
The vehicle has interchangeable parts
which can make it highly effective
for ice and snow removal or equally
adaptable to spring and summer
duties.

The MPT is a tractor-trailer rig
with a dual hydraulic system and
separate metal frames which can be
attached to the vehicle. In winter,
the frames can be attached to give
the same vehicle different snow and
ice fighting abilities: to spray de-
icing chemicals, spread salt or plow
snow.

In the spring and summer, these
frames can be removed and the
vehicle converted for use in hauling
items such as slag, salt, dirt or grind-
ings. The change from winter-ready
to summer-ready can be made in
under 30 minutes, and the use of the
same vehicle for different purposes
means the district can purchase
fewer vehicles during the year.

Snow & Ice Expo

District 4 participated at the 12
Annual Eastern Snow Expo held
Aug. 29-30 at the Greater Columbus
Convention Center. The event drew
nearly 1,000 people from 33 states
and five provinces.

The district office contributed a
display featuring some of its new
equipment for snow and ice removal.
The district’s new Multi-Purpose

Trailer, a vehicle which can be
outfitted for winter road clearance
or summer tasks, was featured at the
booth display.

District 4’s John Thorpe spoke
during an expo session on “Liquid
Chemicals and Blending,” explain-
ing the use of salt brine and other
de-icing components.

Stark County snowplow driver
Jim Miller took part in a discussion
panel explaining different practices
and situations snowplow drivers en-
counter on the state, city and county
level.

Annual Eastern Snow Expo
District 4 Receives
OPE Gold Award

District 4 received the Gold
Award, also known as Tier III,
through the Ohio Partnership for
Excellence (OPE) evaluation process.
This was the highest award granted
to any agency in the state for 2007.

The evaluation included group
and individual interviews and a
thorough look District 4’s accom-
plishments. The award came just two

months after the entire district was
reviewed by OPE examiners. ©

A Spray of Genius

In an effort to keep road right-
of-ways neat and clear, District 5
formed a quality improvement team
called the Vegetation Suppression
Team (VST) to investigate alterna-
tive methods to mowing grass and
plants along the highways.

The VST decided to use a chemi-
cal spray approach to vegetation
control. The district work crews
mowed the right of way areas in the
fall, then applied chemical sprays to
those areas in April of 2007.

In this first full year of use, the
sprays retarded the growth of plants
for about 9 to 12 weeks and cut
labor hours dramatically. The VST
estimates the process has saved the
district over $300,00.

D-5's Vegetation Suppression Team
(above) Applying the chemical spray
in the median of Interstate 70.

161 Corridor Expansion

The $53.6 million phase two of
the State Route 161 expansion proj-
ect got off to a fast start in the early
summer of 2007. Great construc-
tion weather and long hours have
expedited this four lane expansion
project to jump ahead of schedule.

This second phase will move
over 3.5 million cubic yards of dirt
while maintaining current traffic
patterns throughout the winter.
The phase two expansion project
will connect phase one near New

icking|
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Albany to Watkins Road, extending
the new four-lane highway through
a new State Route 37 interchange
near Granville, and connecting with
the existing four lanes east of the
project.

The completion of phase two in
September of 2009 will be one more
step in the completion of the SR
161 expansion that will bring an
alternative corridor from Columbus
to Interstate 77 in Newcomerstown.

Enhancing Safety

District 5 successfully completed
a high priority safety upgrade on
State Route 13 in Knox County.
This section of SR 13 had a railroad
crossing with a 90-degree turn on
either side of the tracks. The railroad
was also several feet higher than the
elevation of the roadway, resulting
in poor vertical and horizontal sight
distance.

District 5 straightened the road
horizontally and removed the
recently abandoned railroad tracks.
When the project was completed in
June of 2007, motorists at the cross-
ing had an immensely improved
vertical sight distance.

In 2005, this roadway section was
ranked third on the statewide safety
priority locations. ©

A rendering of the interchange of State
Route 161 at State Route 37.
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New Connectors on
Columbus’ Northeast Side
Opened
The State Route 161 westbound

ramp to Interstate 270 south, and
the Single Point Urban Interchange
connecting Sunbury Road and SR
161 in Columbus opened to trafhic
in late October 2007. These new
sections are part of the Northeast
Expressway Transformation (NExT)
project.

The SR 161 westbound ramp
includes a first-of-its-kind, 440-foot
tunnel which features 564 lights
and a fire detection system. Begun
in June 2004, the NExT project
includes 18 ramps, 17 bridges, 65 re-
taining walls, and 5 miles of roadway
and covers 300 acres of land.

When completed in June 2008,
the $134 million project will help re-
lieve one of the most congested areas

in the Columbus metropolitan area.
?

The new State Route 161 westbound to

|-270 southbound tunnel.

Interstate 70 Widening A
“Greener” Choice

In November, District 6
completed the widening of 13
miles of Interstate 70 from State
Route 42 in Madison County to
State Route 50 in Clark County.
What made this project unique
was the use of the old roadway
to create the new.

The old pavement on the I-70
section was dug up, then “ru-
blized and rolled” — ground up
and used as a base on which the

Marlo L!
IMeriion]
new pavement e
) lere
was laid. The
. &Dmﬁ@m elawar
project started
“That was a
good choice Mad's°"—
because we FAYERS Pickaway
recycled

material and
saved millions of dollars by reusing
the pavement instead of throwing
it away and using all new materi-
als,” said District 6’s Transportation
Engineer Hassan Zahran.

The Great American
Cleanup in Ohio

As part of both local and nation-
wide campaigns, District 6 hosted
the Great American Cleanup in
March. This was the district office’s
first time participating as a host in
the nation’s largest volunteer clean
up and community improvement
program.

To kick-off the event, mem-
bers of District 6, the mayor of
Columbus, community leaders
and volunteers of all kinds gath-
ered at Rhodes Park at Inter-
state 70 and West Broad Street
in Columbus to begin clean
up efforts. District 6 collected
715 bags of litter along state
highways and interstates during

the kick-off weekend. @

District 6 Deputy Director Thomas Wester,
Columbus Mayor Michael Coleman and
television personality Andrea Cambern
welcome Great American Cleanup vol-
unteers.
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MEemoRABLE YEAR  (from page 1)

major road closures and 11 restricted
roadways throughout the state.

Most notable was the closure of
Interstate 75 in Allen County, when the
swelling Riley Creek flooded all four
lanes of the highway. Despite high water
that left several cars stranded on the
flooded roadway, ODOT crews worked
quickly to restore traffic.

Crawford and Richland counties were
among the hardest hit. Major flooding
to cities like Bucyrus and Shelby resulted

in several roads closing at once. ODOT
crews had to close access to the city of
Bellevue to prevent motorists from driv-
ing into an already dangerous situation.
Dedicated crews cleared the roads,
opening them as quickly as the reced-
ing waters permitted. Days after, they
remained on clean-up duty, restoring
transportation to the affected counties.
The August collapse of the I-35W
Bridge in Minneapolis made transporta-
tion safety a national subject. In the days
following the collapse, public attention
quickly centered on the condition of

Ohio’s more than
42,000 bridges, the
second largest state-
wide inventory.

ODOT already
has an aggressive
bridge program, in-
specting every bridge
every year, which
is twice as often as
required by federal
law.

Only 12 state-
maintained bridges

ODOT bridge inspectors examine the State Route
8 under-deck truss structure over the Little Cuya-
hoga River in Summit County on August 18.

shared a similar
design as the failed
Minneapolis bridge.
ODOT inspectors
revisited all of the
similar state bridges,
confirming the most
recent inspection
reports and making
repairs as needed.
With no cause
determined in Min-
neapolis, ODOT

continues a vigilant

OT 2007 ACCOMPLIS HMIJEMFSQJ

watch over its bridge inventory.

The past year will also be remembered
for the construction that started and the
projects that ended, as the department
built and maintained one of the most
well-regarded road systems in the United
States.

In June, ODOT broke ground on the
latest U.S. Route 24 Fort to Port projects
through Northeast Ohio, and the first
phase of the U.S. Route 33 Nelsonville
Bypass in Southeast Ohio. Then ODOT
kicked off the start of the I-75 modern-

ization through downtown Dayton, a

project that will upgrade this vital eco-
nomic link through the Miami Valley.

In June, the Veterans' Glass City
Skyway opened to traffic in Toledo and
marked the completion of the largest
and most complicated single project the
department has ever undertaken.

“This bridge is a marvel, but this
skyway is more than just the concrete and
steel it's made of,” said Director Beasley
at the grand dedication ceremony held
on the bridge, attended by Governor

(see AccompLISHMENTS On page 8)

Preventing Pollution
a Priority at ODOT

The Office of Environmental
Services has stepped up pollution
prevention activities by partnering with
the Division of Facilities and Equipment
Management to stop pollution at its
source.

Facilities ordered garages and outposts
to store their pressure treated lumber
indoors and out of
the elements. Used
for guardrail posts,
this lumber contains
chemicals such as arsenic
and salt. If kept outside,
rain water can run
through this wood and
deposit these chemicals
into rivers and streams.

ODOT currently
recycles oil filters, lead
wheel weights, fuel filters
and aerosol cans, as well

as paper and cardboard.

pravent

Recovering Tax Payer Dollars

Pursuing litigation against bridge
painting contractors who failed to
perform their contractual duties
on ODOT bridge projects, the
department’s Division of Chief Legal
Counsel successfully recovered Ohio
taxpayer funds in 2007.

ODOT won a jury decision against
the firm “Bridges R Us” in Steubenville,
and reached settlements with other
contractors. The department was also
awarded summary judgment against a
contractor in Cuyahoga County. The

sl
water pollotict
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amount of damages owed the state in
that case will be determined in 2008.

To date, ODOT has been awarded
approximately $15 million in these
legal actions and is in the process of
collecting the funds. The money will
be dedicated to the re-painting of the
deficient bridges.

Grant Funding Tripled

for NHI Courses

The Office of Training
obtained an increased grant award
from the Governor’s Highway
Safety Office in 2007. The grant
money is used by the department
to offer transportation engineers a
chance to attend federal highway
courses on roadway safety.

The department received a
grant for $72,000 for federal fiscal
year 2008. This amount is triple
the 2007 award of $24,000.

These increased funds will
permit ODOT transportation
engineers to keep up-to-date on
the latest designs for better, safer
highways. The courses normally cost
approximately $12,000 each and are in
high demand statewide.

Successful Outreach Efforts

In 2007, ODOT’s Local Technical
Assistance Program (LTAP)
concluded a four-year outreach effort
to publicize LTAP services to local
agencies throughout the state. This
effort included on-site presentations
and distribution of LTAP materials at
various local functions and meetings.

Local agency personnel and public

officials were advised of the technical
workshops, equipment training
courses, Roads Scholar recognition,
Environmental Protection Agency
contact hours for water/waste water
license renewal, video lending library
and other resources available through
the program.

In total, LTAP staff visited 66
of Ohio’s 88 counties and provided
information to hundreds of townships
and other local agencies.

Innovation Improves Multiple
Processes in Contracts

New and creative uses of information
technology helped improve ODOT’s
management of project contracts in 2007.
The online bidding on construction
contracts was modified to place project
information already in ODOT's system
into each bidding document submitted by
contractors. Repeatedly entering the same
information is eliminated.

This process of submitting district
project plans to the Office of Contract
Administration was revised in 2007, with
the plans now sent as digital copies to a
server. The new process is expected to save
ODOT more than $500,000 per year
spent in printing the diagrams under the
old system.

Central Office Contracts also
introduced “Tracer,” a new software
application for use by district project
planners. Tracer is capable of creating cost
estimates for projects based on how ever
much information it has. ODOT is one
of the first state agencies in the country to
begin using this tool.
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OAKS Goals Met
Through Partnership

Through a strong, coordinated
effort, the divisions of Finance and
Forecasting, Information Technology,
Quality and Human Resources and
the district offices successfully met the
target dates for the implementation of
the Ohio Administrative Knowledge
System (OAKS) Payroll and Financial
systems.

The involved department sections
had to meet hundreds of deadlines
set by the OAKS sponsors. Many of
ODOT’s internal accounting systems
had to be enhanced in order to transfer
data into OAKS.

To transfer time sheets into the
new system, the Division of Finance’s
Office of Payroll worked with the
Division of Information Technology
to create an interface called Ontime
to perform data entry, validation and
reconciliation.

Implementing a Snowplow Truck
Refurbishing Program

The Division of Facilities and
Equipment Management initiated a truck
refurbishing program using Ohio Penal
Industries (OPI) labor in spring 2007. The
goal of the program is to extend the life
of ODOT dump truck beds and frames
deteriorating from exposure to corrosive
chemicals used in snow and ice removal
operations.

Inmates with OPI work on truck beds
and frames: sand-blasting, cleaning, re-
working electrical and hydraulic systems,
and applying ODOT decals. ODOT gets
the refurbished trucks at a fraction of the
cost to buy new vehicles.

Equipment Management estimates the
program saves ODOT more than $2,000
in labor for each vehicle, and believes this
process will extend the life of each truck in
the coming years.

ODOT and ODNR
Partnership is a Win/Win
Through a coordinated effort led by
the Division of Quality
and Human Resources, h Sl ¥
ODOT crews completed ~ § \-.A'- %o
several projects provided
by the Ohio Department
of Natural Resources
(ODNR) in 2007. Each
department benefited,
with ODNR gettmg
needed work
to their various
facilities done
and ODOT
using these
projects to
give students
practice in heavy g8
equipment
training courses.
ODNR had several priority projects
to complete, but lacked sufficient
resources to accomplish their goals.
County workers employed by ODOT
and enrolled into heavy equipment
training courses worked on diverse
tasks such as improving campsites and
removing debris from state parks while
gaining actual hands-on field experience
in learning the basics of bulldozers,
trackhoes, backhoes, graders and other
heavy equipment. ODNR had only
to provide the cost of materials for the
work.

New Collision Diagramming
Software Analyzes Crash Data

The Office of Systems Planning and
Program Management developed new
software for analyzing highway areas with
a frequent number of vehicle crashes.

The CAM Tool CD can digitally create
diagrams of highway intersections, ramps,
or roadway sections with high accident
rates. It also provides analysis
R of the crash types, weather

! EE:‘ conditions, time of day, and
; other contributing factors
causing these accidents.

With this CD tool,
ODOT engineers, planners,
and designers can work out
possible modifications
to highway locations to
help lower accident rates,
and make these changes
to diagrams quickly and

easily. Developing the CD
¢ internally saved ODOT
an estimated $100,000
over modifying existing
software.

Local-let Program
the National Model

‘The Division of Local Programs’
Local-let Program is considered a
national model for other states to follow
according to the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA). After a
national review conducted by FHWA
divisional offices across the country, it
was determined that ODOT’s program
was advanced in comparison to other
states. FHWA recommends that
other states look to Ohio for policies,
procedures, and controls. ©
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Interstate 75 Reconstruction

Project Management Plan

ODOT District 7 submitted the
department’s first ever Project Man-
agement Plans (PMPs) to the federal
government in 2007.

Under federal funding provisions,
state DOT’s are required to provide
comprehensive PMPs for their larg-
est and most complex efforts.

The document was for the $689
million, three-phased reconstruction
of Interstate 75 through downtown
Dayton. The ODOT PMP for the
project was not only approved, it was
cited as an “excel-
lent example” of A
the process. == >

The PMP is be- <
ing shared online
nationally with
other state DOT’s
to guide their ef-
forts.

Interstate
75 Phase 1A
Modernization |
Begins
District 7 started |
Phase 1A of the
I-75 modernization
project through
downtown Dayton.
This first stage
of three planned
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phases of work includes the recon-
struction of I-75 between Riverview
Avenue and Leo Street, and upgrad-
ing of the interchange at Stanley
Avenue.

This project will improve a vital
highway link through Dayton and

the Miami Valley.

o MODERNIZATION OF INTERSTATE 75 @ DiStfiCt 7 CXpCCtS
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the reconstructed
highway will
reduce fatal or
injury causing
accidents by 25
percent, and will
reduce the total
overall accidents
on the highway
by 17 percent.
The full I-75
modernization
and improve-
ment plan will
be finished over
the next 10 to 12
years. Phase 1A
will cost $175
million. ©

Federal Highway Administration Ohio Division Administrator Dennis Decker,
ODOT District 7 Deputy Director Rex Dickey, ODOT Director James Beasley,
Dayton Chamber of Commerce President Phil Parker, Dayton Mayor Rhine
McLin and Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission Executive Director
Don Spang officially broke ground for the Interstate 75 reconstruction project
through downtown Dayton in November.

Communication Efforts Help
Project Along in District 8
ODOT District 8 completed a

major widening of State Route 28
in Miami Township in late August.
The department worked closely with
the contractor and local officials to
keep residents and businesses aware
of upcoming construction work,
resulting in faster completion of the
project and less inconvenience for
motorists.
A main
access route
to Inter-

state 275
for most of
Clermont
County, the
$6 million

project

Pre%
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widened SR 28 between 1-275 and
SR 48. District 8 and the staff at
Miami Township worked together
to keep local drivers informed about
which sections of SR 28 to avoid
during heavy construction. Traffic
jams were minimized and workers
were able to move at a quicker pace.
As a direct result, the project was
completed ahead of schedule and
under budget with a minimum of
complaints. The new roadway will
improve traffic flow in the area
and make commute times easier to
handle for drivers. ©

ORDC Gains New Director,
Makes Strides, in‘07

Matt Dietrich was formally
named executive director for The
Ohio Rail Development Commis-
sion (ORDC) in September, after
serving as acting executive director
since August 2006. His full appoint-
ment was approved in an unani-
mous vote by the ORDC commis-
sioners.

The ORDC completed the Final
Report on the Ohio Hub Plan
feasibility study, and two-parallel
economic impact studies of the
proposed statewide/regional pas-
senger and freight rail plan. The
studies concluded the establishment
of passenger service in Ohio is both
feasible and economically beneficial
to the state.

The ORDC also oversaw the
installation of the state’s first ever
four-quad warning lights and
gates grade crossing in the city of
Loveland, which improves safety for

motorists. In co-
operation with the
Ohio Department
of Development
and the Ohio Central Railroad,
ORDC performed an upgrade on
the 26-mile Mt. Vernon branch line
costing more than $2 million. The
rehabilitation enabled major ship-
pers to get better rail service, expand
their businesses and create more

local jobs. @
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County Employees
Set New CCC Record

ODOT employees across the
state have a tradition of giving and
support of a host of worthy causes,
and those at ODOT District 9
have upheld that tradition in 2007’s
Combined Charitable Campaign
(CCQO).

Within District 9, 225 employees
contributed more than $37,130 dur-
ing the fall campaign. This amount
reflects approximately 45 percent
more than the district’s goal of
$25,705 set by the CCC.

A large part of the district’s

overall success was marked by

the support of the program in the
Adams, Brown, Highland and Pike
County Highway Maintenance
Facilities. All of the employees in
these four counties donated to the
campaign either through one-time
contributions or payroll deduction.
With this kind of support for the
CCC, District 9 achieved an all-time
high in its donation efforts.

District Breaks Ground
For New Facility
In September, District 9 began
construction of a new highway
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maintenance facility in Pike County.
The $6.5 million project includes
construction of a 22,500-square foot
facility, a 7,680-square foot equip-
ment building and a mixing shed to
be located adjacent to the site of the
existing facility, south of Piketon.

In addition to the building
that will house updated electronic
systems within the offices, the site
for the new garage will house a
5,940-square foot salt barn, a new
calcium unit and a new brine solu-
tion system.

Built in 1954, the existing facility’s
electrical, plumbing and ventilation
systems are antiquated and cannot
accommodate all of the trucks at
the garage. The target completion
date for the new facility is August of
2008. e

=R T

Mt. Vernon Line Rehabilitation dedication
ceremony, Nov. 19, 2007.
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Breaking ground on the new facility: (left to right) Shaun Bennett,ODOT D-9
Facilities; Mark Spagnuolo, ODOT Facilities & Equipment Management;Teri
Johnson, State Architects Office; Harry Rider, Pike County Commissioner; Ted
West, Pike County Commissioner; James Brushart, ODOT D-9 Deputy Director;
Mark Johansen, ODOT D-9 Assistant Deputy Director; Jason Hendry, J.A. Guy
Incorporated; Don Hasdell, J&H Reinforcing & Structural Erectors; and Barbara
Guess, J.A. Guy Incorporated.
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Rocksprings
Interchange Opens

The U.S. Route 33 Rocksprings
Interchange in Meigs County
opened in August after a full year
of construction. The $7.6 million
project was needed due to the rising
traffic volumes along U.S. 33 after
the completion of the Ravenswood
Connector and the Athens to Dar-
win Connec-
tor, located on I

AN v
either side of " ROCHSPRINGS INTERCHANGE
the new inter-

change.
District 10
was pleased

with the public 7
response to
the August
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ODOT District

10 Deputy

Director Larry
= Woodford. “We
anticipate that
this Interchange
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opening, and
expects traffic
counts to rise even further with
the construction of the U.S. 33
Nelsonville Bypass. Construction on
the first phase of the bypass began in
October 2007 and will include inter-
change work. The second and third
phases are scheduled for construc-
tion in 2012 and 2015, respectively.
“The U.S. 33 Rocksprings Inter-
change will provide a great benefit
to the region’s traveling public,” said

Aerial photo of the Corridor D Bridge construction. The
Ohio approach, at the upper right, is now complete. The
bridge is slated for opening in the Spring of 2008.

mobility along

the corridor.”

ODOT’s Joint Project with
West Virginia Complete
This fall, ODOT completed the
state approach work for a joint proj-

ect with the state of West Virginia
to create the Corridor D Bridge.
ODOT paid approximately $30
million of the $120 million needed
for construction of the bridge, while
West Virginia is building the struc-
ture.

ODOT’s
responsibilities
also included the
construction of a
new bridge crossing
the Ohio River
at Blennerhasset
Island near Belpre,
and the construc-
tion of a new Ohio
interchange and
approach. ODOT
will be ready to
open the roadway
when West Vir-
ginia completes the

bridge. ©

Golumbiana

Inter-modal Facility
Fulfilling Potential

After seven years and more than
$10 million, District 11, in partner-
ship with the Columbiana County
Port Authority, opened the region’s
newest inter-modal facility at Wells-
ville.

To date, the project has included
improvements to the State Route
7 interchange at Clark Avenue in
Wellsville, construction of dock
facilities in the Ohio River, a sup-
port structure for the loading and
unloading of materials, and a new
access road from Clark Avenue to
the docks.

The presence of the facility not
only serves the multimodal needs of
eastern Ohio, but it has already at-
tracted major businesses to the area.

Historic Zoarville Station
Bridge Reassembled and
Moved Back into Place

The Zoarville Station Bridge,
the only remaining “through truss”
bridge design of German bridge en-
gineer Albert Fink, was completely
refurbished and reassembled this
past year at Camp Tuscazoar in Tus-
carawas County. A 500-ton crane
was used to move the dismantled
bridge off- site for restoration, then
back across the creek to be reset.

Much of the restoration of
individual bridge components
was completed by a family-owned

Reassembly of the Historic Zoarville
Station Bridge.
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Columbiana County Port Authority’sinter-
modal facility at Wellsville.

blacksmith shop in Logan, where
two blacksmiths riveted parts of
the bridge back together just as the
19"-century skilled laborers once
had. The entire restoration project,
from start to finish, took about
seven years to complete and cost
$824,000.

Originally one of three spans,
the bridge was moved to its present
site over Conotton Creek in 1905.
Listed with several historic registries,
the restored bridge now carries the
Zoar Valley Trail, the statewide
Ohio-to-Erie and Buckeye Trails,
and the interstate North Country
Scenic Trail across the creek.

District 11 Establishes New
Web Address

This past year, District 11 estab-
lished a new domain name — www.
odotdistrict] 1.org — for its Internet
Web site to make access for visitors
easier and more accessible.

“It’s important for us to continu-
ously improve our online image and
presence,” said District 11 Informa-
tion Technology Manager Keith
Thiebaud. “We want our Web site
to be as user-friendly as possible.”

District 11’s Web site averages
about 3,000 hits a month, and
roughly 100 a day. ©
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Winter Storm Management

At times, the winter of 2007
appeared to be without an end:
between 12 and 18 inches of snow
fell in the greater Cleveland region
around Valentine’s Day.

ODOT District 12 crews worked
tirelessly to maintain passable road-
ways. Highway technicians plowed
through the winter storm around the
clock on 12- hour shifts, stopping
only for refueling and refilling until
the storm was
over. Only a
portion of one
roadway was
closed in the
three counties
that make up
District 12.

Addi-
tionally, an
After-Action
Review was
held by the District’s highway man-
agement team to discuss more ways
to improve snow and ice responses
following the storm. For the future,
the district highway management
team developed a consistent ap-
proach for possible interstate closures
due to snow and ice.

District 12 Redesigns
Mentoring Program
District 12 redesigned and ex-
panded an established mentoring
program for helping new person-
nel recruited from technical high
schools within the Cleveland Mu-
nicipal School District. The program

helps these new
recruits adapt to the
workplace.

The program now
assigns multiple management and
bargaining unit veterans of ODOT
to work with new employees, keeping
track of their progress and achieve-
ment. These mentors identify problem
areas in the progress of the new hires,
and develop a plan of action for ad-
dressing those problems.

The program
is currently being
used for new hires
in the construc-
tion, production,
and roadway
services depart-
ments, and gives
new hires a chance
to develop work-
ing relationships
with fellow employees and learn the

ODOT culture.

District 12 Take Proactive
Approach to Bridge
Inspection

District 12 began a three-year proj-
ect to replace the Interstate 90 Twin
Bridges in rural Lake County during
the spring of 2007. The start of the
project came about as a result of the
district’s focus on structural inspec-
tions for bridges.

The east and westbound Twin
Bridges opened in 1960 to transport
motorists over the Grand River in
Madison Township. In 1996, gusset
plates used to connect the bridges
trusses within the structure had cor-
roded and buckled, causing a failure.
District 12 reevaluated its inspection
process to include a close look at steel
gusset plates in bridges throughout
the district, which lead to the deci-
sion to replace the I-90 structures.

The $25 million replacement
project is expected to be completed in
spring 2010. ©
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS (from page 1)

Strickland and Lt. Governor Lee
Fisher, along with other local, state,
and federal dignitaries.

“We build bridges to cross water,
but we are also dedicated to building
bridges across all the divides that
separate us,” said the Director. “From
building bridges of tolerance, hope, and
understanding, to building bridges that
carry us from yesterday to tomorrow,
bridges like this one are inspiring. So let
this bridge be a landmark of hope for
tomorrow and all the better days ahead
for Ohio.”

Also in Northwest Ohio, a 26-mile
segment of U.S. Route 30 was opened to
traffic, providing a new, four-lane high-
way between State Route 235 in Hancock
County and Upper Sandusky, and elimi-
nating the last remaining two-lane section
of U.S. 30 in northwest Ohio.

In the Columbus
metro-area, ODOT
opened new sections of
the Northeast Expressway
Transformation - known
as the “NEXT” project,
including the redesigned
SR 161/1-270 ramps with
a first-of-its-kind 440-foot
tunnel and a new Single
Point Urban Interchange
(or “SPUTI”) connecting Sunbury Road
and SR 161.

Piloted late last year along a stretch of
Interstate 70 in Columbus, ODOT part-

nered with the Cincinnati Metro Transit

- Paved 2,431 miles of highway.

867,500 square feet.

rew and improwved

ODOT By the Numbers. In 2007, the department:
- Awarded 686 projects, totaling $1,326,786,352.

« Built 112 bridges with a total deck area of 1,361,353 square feet.
- Performed 72 major bridge rehabilitations with a total deck area of

+ Inspected 14,407 bridges statewide.

- Performed 3,357,288 hours of highway maintenance.

» Performed 77,870 hours of guardrail repair, replacement and improvement.
« Trained 2,232 employees state-wide in Fraud and Ethics.

+ Plowed and/or treated 10,034,538 miles of highway.

- Had 75,272,773 visits from 646,771 unique visitors to Buckeye Traffic .

- Had an estimated 54,240 freeway service patrol responses statewide.

Agency to expand the innovative Bus on
Shoulder program, designed to attract
commuters to public transportation and
make the most of state highway capacity.

When congestion clogs freeways, buses
in Cincinnati can use the shoulder on
certain sections of Interstate 71. In Co-
lumbus and Cincinnati, this multi-modal
effort is working smoothly, without
incident, and could soon be expanded to
include the Cleveland area.

A highlight of the closing months of
2007 was the release of a major enhance-
ment to ODOT’s BuckeyeTraffic.org
Web site. The site uses the latest mapping
technology to provide more
up-to-date and accurate
representations of roadway
conditions. A single inter-
face now combines access
to four different types
of roadway information,
allowing travelers to view
road conditions, construc-
tion information, live traf-
fic cameras, and weather
events that may affect their travel.

The user-friendly site was accessed
more than 23 million times in just its first
month, already making it one of the most
accessed state Web sites.
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Moving Forward
“When we do our jobs right,
and we do them safely, people will

notice,” said Director Beasley at
the Director’s Cup Roadeo, held in
September in District 1.

If 2007 was best measured by
the departments responses to the
events of the year, 2008 may be
defined by the partnerships ODOT forges
to answer the challenges of the future.

“The future of transportation and
the future of our great state will be built
through the partnerships we forge and in
our continued commitment to work to-
gether,” said Director Beasley to the Ohio
Council of Port Authorities and several
similar groups throughout the year.

In the 2008-2009 Business Plan, the
Director said, “The current demands
on our transportation system point to a
simple and candid need for our state to
have a new, robust dialogue on Ohio’s
transportation priorities for this new cen-
tury. Ohio’s citizens should play a key role
in this statewide dialogue, as we strive to
provide a reliable and modernized system
to carry the state’s motorists, businesses,
and travelers into the 21* Century.”

“The Ohio Department of Transporta-
tion is ready to fulfill its role in examining
how transportation investments are made,
how sound engineering and financial
responsibility can work in tandem, how
services can be provided to our citizens,
and how we advance the best projects to
benefit all of our great state.” ©
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