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§ 4511.04 Exceptions. 

Sections 4511.01 to 4511.78, inclusive, section 4511.99, and sections 4513.01 to 4513.37,
inclusive, of the Revised Code do not apply to persons, teams, motor vehicles, and other
equipment while actually engaged in work upon the surface of a highway within an area
designated by traffic control devices, but apply to such persons and vehicles when traveling to or
from such work. 

The drivers of snow plows, traffic line stripers, road sweepers, mowing machines, tar distributing
vehicles, and other vehicles utilized in snow and ice removal or road surface maintenance, while
engaged in work upon a highway, provided such vehicles are equipped with flashing lights and
such other markings as are required by law, and such lights are in operation when the vehicles are
so engaged shall be exempt from criminal prosecution for violations of sections 4511.22, 4511.25,
4511.26, 4511.27, 4511.28, 4511.30, 4511.31, 4511.33, 4511.35, and 4511.66 of the Revised
Code. Such exemption shall not apply to such drivers when their vehicles are not so engaged.
This section shall not exempt a driver of such equipment from civil liability arising from the violation
of sections 4511.22, 4511.25, 4511.26, 4511.27, 4511.28, 4511.30, 4511.31, 4511.33, 4511.35,
and 4511.66 of the Revised Code. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-4; 119 v 766, § 4; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 133 v S 77. Eff 11-17-69.

§ 4511.051 Prohibitions on use of freeways.

No person, unless otherwise directed by a police officer, shall:

(A) As a pedestrian, occupy any space within the limits of the right-of-way of a freeway, except: in
a rest area; on a facility that is separated from the roadway and shoulders of the freeway and
is designed and appropriately marked for pedestrian use; in the performance of public works
or official duties; as a result of an emergency caused by an accident or breakdown of a motor
vehicle; or to obtain assistance; 

(B) Occupy any space within the limits of the right-of-way of a freeway, with: an animal-drawn
vehicle; a ridden or led animal; herded animals; a pushcart; a bicycle, except on a facility that
is separated from the roadway and shoulders of the freeway and is designed and
appropriately marked for bicycle use; a bicycle with motor attached; a motor driven cycle with
a motor which produces not to exceed five brake horsepower; an agricultural tractor; farm
machinery; except in the performance of public works or official duties. 

HISTORY: 131 v 1099 (Eff 9-1-65); 132 v H 1 (Eff 2-21-67); 143 v H 258. Eff 11-2-89.

§ 4511.06 Uniform application and precedence of traffic law.

Sections 4511.01 to 4511.78, 4511.99, and 4513.01 to 4513.37 of the Revised Code shall be
applicable and uniform throughout this state and in all political subdivisions and municipal
corporations of this state. No local authority shall enact or enforce any rule in conflict with such
sections, except that this section does not prevent local authorities from exercising the rights
granted them by Chapter 4521. of the Revised Code and does not limit the effect or application of
the provisions of that chapter. 
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HISTORY: GC § 6307-6; 119 v 766, § 6; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 139 v H 707. Eff 1-1-83. The
effective date is set by section 3 of HB 707.

§ 4511.07 Local traffic regulations.

Sections 4511.01 to 4511.78, 4511.99, and 4513.01 to 4513.37 of the Revised Code do not
prevent local authorities from carrying out the following activities with respect to streets and
highways under their jurisdiction and within the reasonable exercise of the police power: 

(A) Regulating the stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles, trackless trolleys, and streetcars; 

(B) Regulating traffic by means of police officers or traffic control devices;

(C) Regulating or prohibiting processions or assemblages on the highways;

(D) Designating particular highways as one-way highways and requiring that all vehicles, trackless
trolleys, and streetcars on the one-way highways be moved in one specific direction;

(E) Regulating the speed of vehicles, streetcars, and trackless trolleys in public parks;

(F) Designating any highway as a through highway and requiring that all vehicles, trackless
trolleys, and streetcars stop before entering or crossing a through highway, or designating any
intersection as a stop intersection and requiring all vehicles, trackless trolleys, and streetcars
to stop at one or more entrances to the intersection;

(G) Regulating or prohibiting vehicles and trackless trolleys from passing to the left of safety
zones;

(H) Regulating the operation of bicycles and requiring the registration and licensing of bicycles,
including the requirement of a registration fee;

(I) Regulating the use of certain streets by vehicles, streetcars, or trackless trolleys. 

No ordinance or regulation enacted under division (D), (E), (F), (G), or (I) of this section shall be
effective until signs giving notice of the local traffic regulations are posted upon or at the entrance
to the highway or part of the highway affected, as may be most appropriate. 

Every ordinance, resolution, or regulation enacted under division (A) of this section shall be
enforced in compliance with section 4511.071 of the Revised Code, unless the local authority that
enacted it also enacted an ordinance, resolution, or regulation pursuant to division (A) of section
4521.02 of the Revised Code that specifies that a violation of it shall not be considered a criminal
offense, in which case the ordinance, resolution, or regulation shall be enforced in compliance with
Chapter 4521. of the Revised Code. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-7; 119 v 766; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 129 v 1037 (Eff 8-11-61); 133 v S 452
(Eff 7-17-70); 135 v H 995 (Eff 1-1-75); 138 v S 257 (Eff 6-25-80); 139 v H 707. Eff 1-1-83. The effective date
is set by section 3 of HB 707.
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§ 4511.09 Uniform system of traffic control devices.

The department of transportation shall adopt a manual and specifications for a uniform system of
traffic control devices, including signs denoting names of streets and highways, for use upon
highways within this state.* Such uniform system shall correlate with, and so far as possible
conform to, the system approved by the American Association of State Highway Officials. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-9; 119 v 766, § 9; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 135 v H 200. Eff 9-28-73.

* The manual referred to is the "Ohio Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways"
prepared by the Ohio Department of Transportation, Office of Traffic Engineering, and for sale by the Office of
Contracts, 1980 W. Broad St., P.O. Box 899, Columbus, Ohio 43216-0899.

§ 4511.10 Placing and maintaining traffic control devices.

The department of transportation may place and maintain traffic control devices, conforming to its
manual and specifications, upon all state highways as are necessary to indicate and to carry out
sections 4511.01 to 4511.78 and 4511.99 of the Revised Code, or to regulate, warn, or guide
traffic. 

No local authority shall place or maintain any traffic control device upon any highway under the
jurisdiction of the department except by permission of the director of transportation. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-10; 119 v 766, § 10; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 135 H 200. Eff 9-28-73.

* The manual referred to is the "Ohio Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways"
prepared by the Ohio Department of Transportation, Office of Traffic Engineering, and for sale by the Office of
Contracts, 1980 W. Broad St., P.O. Box 899, Columbus, Ohio 43216-0899.

§ 4511.101 Business logos on directional signs along interstates. 

(A) The director of transportation, in accordance with 23 U.S.C.A. 109(d), 131(f), and 315, as
amended, shall establish a program for the placement of business logos for identification
purposes on state directional signs within the rights-of-way of divided, multi-lane, limited
access highways in both rural and urban areas. 

(B) All direct and indirect costs of the business logo sign program established pursuant to this
section shall be fully paid by the businesses applying for participation in the program. At any
interchange where a business logo sign is erected, such costs shall be divided equally among
the participating businesses. The direct and indirect costs of the program shall include, but not
be limited to, the cost of capital, directional signs, blanks, posts, logos, installation, repair,
engineering, design, insurance, removal, replacement, and administration. Nothing in this
chapter shall be construed to prohibit the director from establishing such a program.

(C) The director, in accordance with rules adopted pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised Code,
may contract with any private person to operate, maintain, and market the business logo sign
program. The rules shall describe the terms of the contract, and shall allow for a reasonable
profit to be earned by the successful applicant. In awarding the contract, the director shall
consider the skill, expertise, prior experience, and other qualifications of each applicant.
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(D) As used in this section, "urban area" means an area having a population of fifty thousand or
more according to the most recent federal census and designated as such on urban maps
prepared by the department.

(E) Neither the department nor the director shall do either of the following: 

(1) Limit the right of any person to erect, maintain, repair, remove, or utilize any off-premises
or on-premises advertising device;

(2) Make participation in the business logo sign program conditional upon a business
agreeing to limit, discontinue, withdraw, modify, alter, or change any advertising or sign. 

HISTORY: 143 v H 356 (Eff 11-2-89); 143 v H 737 (Eff 4-11-91); 145 v H 154 (Eff 6-30-93); 146 v H 107 (Eff 6-
30-95); 146 v H 353 (Eff 9-17-96); 146 v H 670 (Eff 12-2-96); 147 v H 210 (Eff 6-30-97); 147 v H 462. Eff 3-18-
99.

§ 4511.102 Definitions. 

As used in sections 4511.102 to 4511.106 of the Revised Code: 

(A) "Tourist-oriented activity" includes any lawful cultural, historical, recreational, educational, or
commercial activity a major portion of whose income or visitors are derived during the normal
business season from motorists not residing in the immediate area of the activity and
attendance at which is no less than two thousand visitors in any consecutive twelve-month
period. 

(B) "Eligible attraction" means any tourist-oriented activity that meets all of the following criteria: 

(1) Is not eligible for inclusion in the business logo sign program established under section
4511.101 of the Revised Code; 

(2) If currently advertised by signs adjacent to a highway on the interstate system or state
system, those signs are consistent with Chapter 5516. of the Revised Code and the
"National Highway Beautification Act of 1965," 79 Stat. 1028, 23 U.S.C. 131, and the
national standards, criteria, and rules adopted pursuant to that act;

(3) Is within ten miles of the highway for which signing is sought under sections 4511.102  to
4511.105 of the Revised Code;

(4) Meets any additional criteria developed by the director of transportation and adopted by
the director as rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. 

(C) "Interstate system" has the same meaning as in section 5516.01 of the Revised Code. 

(D) "Commercial activity" means a farm market, winery, bed and breakfast, lodging that is not a
franchise or part of a national chain, antiques shop, craft store, or gift store. 

HISTORY: 145 v H 687 (Eff 10-12-94); 146 v H 217 (Eff 11-1-95); 147 v H 210 (Eff 6-30-97); 147 v H 215. Eff
6-30-97. 

The provisions of § 30 of HB 210 (147 v --) read as follows: 
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SECTION 30. Notwithstanding the amendment to section 4511.102 of the Revised Code by this act, any
contract with an operator of a commercial activity that is an eligible attraction that was entered into on or
before July 1, 1998, is valid, irrespective of whether the commercial activity is a farm market, winery, or a bed
and breakfast.

§ 4511.103 Rules for placement of tourist-oriented directional signs and trailblazer 
markers. 

(A) The director of transportation, in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 109(d) and 315, with the
provisions of the federal manual of uniform traffic control devices relating to tourist-oriented
directional signs and trailblazer markers, and with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, shall
adopt rules to carry out a program for the placement of tourist-oriented directional signs and
trailblazer markers within the rights-of-way of those portions of rural state highways that are
not on the interstate system. The rules shall prohibit the placement of tourist-oriented
directional signs and trailblazer markers at interchanges on state system expressways and
freeways. The rules shall include, but need not be limited to, all of the following: 

(1) The form of the application to participate in the program. The form shall include such
necessary information as the director requires to ensure that a tourist-oriented activity for
which signing is sought is an eligible attraction.

(2) Provisions for covering or otherwise obscuring signs during off-seasons for eligible
attractions that operate on a seasonal basis; 

(3) A determination as to the circumstances that justify including on a sign the hours of
operation of an eligible attraction; 

(4) Criteria for use of the signs at at-grade intersections on expressways. 

(B) The program established pursuant to division (A) of this section may be operated, maintained,
and marketed either by the department of transportation or by any private person with whom
the director, in accordance with rules adopted by the director pursuant to Chapter 119. of the
Revised Code, contracts for the operation, maintenance, and marketing. The rules shall
describe the terms of the contract and shall allow for a reasonable profit to be made by the
successful applicant. In awarding the contract, the director shall consider the skill, expertise,
prior experience, and other qualifications of each applicant. 

(C) All direct and indirect costs of the program shall be fully paid by the eligible attractions that
participate in the program. The director shall develop a fee schedule for participation in the
program, and shall charge each program participant the appropriate fee. Direct and indirect
costs include, but are not limited to, the cost of all of the following: 

(1) Capital;

(2) Insurance;

(3) Directional signs, sign blanks, and posts, and the design, engineering, installation, repair,
replacement, and removal of directional signs and posts;

(4) Program administration. 

HISTORY: 145 v H 687 (Eff 10-12-94); 146 v H 217. Eff 11-1-95.
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§ 4511.104 Advertising agreement with tourist-oriented attractions. 

(A) The operator of any tourist-oriented activity who wishes to participate in the tourist-oriented
directional sign program established under sections 4511.102 to 4511.105 of the Revised
Code shall forward a completed application, as provided in section 4511.103 of the Revised
Code, to the director of transportation or person holding a contract under division (B) of section
4511.103 of the Revised Code. If the director or person finds the application to be complete
and determines that the activity constitutes an eligible attraction, the director or person shall so
notify the applicant in writing. Upon receipt of the notice, the applicant shall forward to the
director or person, in a manner determined by the director, the amount of the fee due and
thereupon shall execute an advertising agreement in a form prescribed by the director. 

(B) The operator of any eligible attraction for which an advertising agreement is in effect under this
section immediately shall forward the advertising agreement to the director or person holding
a contract under division (B) of section 4511.103 of the Revised Code for cancellation if the
eligible attraction ceases to be such an attraction.

(C) The director, when having reasonable cause to believe that an eligible attraction for which an
advertising agreement is in effect has ceased to be such an attraction, immediately and
without conducting an adjudication shall issue an order canceling the advertising agreement
and forward notice of the cancellation in writing to the operator of the attraction together with
information that the cancellation may be appealed in accordance with section 119.12 of the
Revised Code. If no appeal is entered within the period specified in that section or if an appeal
is entered but cancellation of the advertising agreement subsequently is affirmed, the director
shall order the removal of the signs relating to the former eligible attraction.

(D) Any person holding a contract under division (B) of section 4511.103 of the Revised Code,
when having reasonable cause to believe that an eligible attraction for which an advertising
agreement is in effect has ceased to be such an attraction, immediately shall notify the director
in writing of that fact. Upon receipt of the notice, the director shall proceed in accordance with
division (C) of this section. 

HISTORY: 145 v H 687 (Eff 10-12-94); 146 v H 217. Eff 11-1-95.

§ 4511.105 Signs to conform to federal manual; logos. 

Tourist-oriented directional signs shall conform to the specifications contained in the federal
manual of uniform traffic control devices. 

If more than one eligible attraction requires a sign at the same location, multiple signs may be
combined on the same panel in accordance with the federal manual of uniform traffic control
devices. 

Advance signing may be installed in those situations where sight distance, intersection vehicle
maneuvers, or other vehicle operating characteristics require advance notice of an eligible
attraction in order to reduce vehicle conflicts and improve highway safety. 

The design, arrangement, size, and location of tourist-oriented directional signs, including advance
signs and trailblazer markers, authorized under sections 4511.102 to 4511.105 of the Revised
OMUTCD 2003 Edition



Appendix B2.  Ohio Revised Code Sections Page B2-9
Code shall conform to the applicable specifications contained in the federal manual of uniform
traffic control devices. 

HISTORY: 145 v H 687 (Eff 10-12-94); 146 v H 217. Eff 11-1-95.

§ 4511.106 Local authority programs. 

The legislative authority of a local authority may adopt a resolution establishing a program for the
placement of tourist-oriented directional signs and trailblazer markers within the rights-of-way of
streets and highways under its jurisdiction. Any program established under this section shall
conform to the rules and specifications contained in the program established by the director of
transportation pursuant to sections 4511.102 to 4511.105 of the Revised Code and the applicable
provisions of the federal manual of uniform traffic control devices. If a local authority establishes a
program under this section, the local authority may request guidance from the department of
transportation in structuring, implementing, and administering its program, but the local authority is
solely responsible for the structure and actual implementation and administration of its program,
including, but not limited to, the evaluation and review of applications to participate in the local
program and the execution of advertising agreements with eligible attractions. 

HISTORY: 145 v H 687 (Eff 10-12-94); 146 v H 217. Eff 11-1-95.

§ 4511.11 Uniformity of traffic control devices.

(A) Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions shall place and maintain traffic control devices
in accordance with the department of transportation manual and specifications for a uniform
system of traffic control devices, adopted under section 4511.09 of the Revised Code, upon
highways under their jurisdiction as are necessary to indicate and to carry out sections
4511.01 to 4511.76 and 4511.99 of the Revised Code, local traffic ordinances, or to regulate,
warn, or guide traffic. 

(B) The director of transportation may require to be removed any traffic control device that does
not conform to the manual and specifications for a uniform system of traffic control devices on
the extensions of the state highway system within municipal corporations.

(C) No village shall place or maintain any traffic control signal upon an extension of the state
highway system within the village without first obtaining the permission of the director. The
director may revoke the permission and may require to be removed any traffic control signal
that has been erected without his permission on an extension of a state highway within a
village, or that, if erected under a permit granted by the director, does not conform to the state
manual and specifications, or that is not operated in accordance with the terms of the permit.

(D) All traffic control devices erected on a public road, street, or alley, shall conform to the state
manual and specifications.

(E) No person, firm, or corporation shall sell or offer for sale to local authorities any traffic control
device that does not conform to the state manual and specifications, except by permission of
the director. 

(F) No local authority shall purchase or manufacture any traffic control device that does not
conform to the state manual and specifications, except by permission of the director. 
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HISTORY: GC § 6307-11; 119 v 766, § 11; 121 v 684; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 130 v 1081 (Eff 10-
14-63); 130 v PtII, H 5 (Eff 12-16-64); 131 v 1100 (Eff 11-1-65); 135 v H 200 (Eff 9-28-73); 143 v H 258 (Eff 11-
2-89); 143 v H 162. Eff 6-28-90.

§ 4511.12 Obeying traffic control devices.

No pedestrian, driver of a vehicle, or operator of a streetcar or trackless trolley shall disobey the
instructions of any traffic control device placed in accordance with this chapter, unless at the time
otherwise directed by a police officer.

No provisions of this chapter for which signs are required shall be enforced against an alleged
violator if at the time and place of the alleged violation an official sign is not in proper position and
sufficiently legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person. Whenever a particular section of
this chapter does not state that signs are required, that section shall be effective even though no
signs are erected or in place.

HISTORY: GC § 6307-12; 119 v 766, § 12; 124 v 514; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 143 v H 258. Eff 11-
2-89.

§ 4511.13 Signal lights.

Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic control signals exhibiting different colored lights, or colored
lighted arrows, successively one at a time or in combination, only the colors green, red, and yellow
shall be used, except for special pedestrian signals carrying words or symbols, and said lights
shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles, streetcars, and trackless trolleys, and to pedestrians
as follows: 

(A) Green indication: 

(1) Vehicular traffic, streetcars, and trackless trolleys facing a circular green signal may
proceed straight through or turn right or left unless a sign at such place prohibits either
such turn. But vehicular traffic, streetcars, and trackless trolleys, including vehicles,
streetcars, and trackless trolleys turning right or left, shall yield the right-of-way to other
vehicles, streetcars, trackless trolleys, and pedestrians lawfully within the intersection or
an adjacent crosswalk at the time such signal is exhibited.

(2) Vehicular traffic, streetcars, and trackless trolleys facing a green arrow signal, shown
alone or in combination with another indication, may cautiously enter the intersection only
to make the movement indicated by such arrow, or such other movement as is permitted
by other indications shown at the same time. Such vehicular traffic, streetcars, and
trackless trolleys shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent
crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.

(3) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal, as provided in section 4511.14 of
the Revised Code, pedestrians facing any green signal, except when the sole green signal
is a turn arrow, may proceed across the roadway within any marked or unmarked
crosswalk. 

(B) Steady yellow indication: 
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(1) Vehicular traffic, streetcars, and trackless trolleys facing a steady circular yellow or yellow
arrow signal are thereby warned that the related green movement is being terminated or
that a red indication will be exhibited immediately thereafter when vehicular traffic,
streetcars, and trackless trolleys shall not enter the intersection.

(2) Pedestrians facing a steady circular yellow or yellow arrow signal, unless otherwise
directed by a pedestrian-control signal as provided in section 4511.14 of the Revised
Code, are thereby advised that there is insufficient time to cross the roadway before a red
indication is shown and no pedestrian shall then start to cross the roadway. 

(C) Steady red indication: 

(1) Vehicular traffic, streetcars, and trackless trolleys facing a steady red signal alone shall
stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near
side of the intersection, or if none, then before entering the intersection and shall remain
standing until an indication to proceed is shown except as provided in divisions (C)(2) and
(3) of this section.

(2) Unless a sign is in place prohibiting a right turn as provided in division (C)(5) of this section,
vehicular traffic, streetcars, and trackless trolleys facing a steady red signal may
cautiously enter the intersection to make a right turn after stopping as required by division
(C)(1) of this section. Such vehicular traffic, streetcars, and trackless trolleys shall yield
the right-of-way to pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic
lawfully using the intersection.

(3) Unless a sign is in place prohibiting a left turn as provided in division (C)(5) of this section,
vehicular traffic, streetcars, and trackless trolleys facing a steady red signal on a one-way
street that intersects another one-way street on which traffic moves to the left may
cautiously enter the intersection to make a left turn into the one-way street after stopping
as required by division (C)(1) of this section, and yielding the right-of-way to pedestrians
lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.

(4) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as provided in section 4511.14 of
the Revised Code, pedestrians facing a steady red signal alone shall not enter the
roadway.

(5) Local authorities may by ordinance, or the director of transportation on state highways
may, prohibit a right or a left turn against a steady red signal at any intersection, which
shall be effective when signs giving notice thereof are posted at the intersection. 

(D) In the event an official traffic-control signal is erected and maintained at a place other than an
intersection, the provisions of this section shall be applicable except as to those provisions
which by their nature can have no application. Any stop required shall be made at a sign or
marking on the pavement indicating where the stop shall be made, but in the absence of any
such sign or marking the stop shall be made at the signal. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-13; 119 v 766, § 13; 124 v 514; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 130 v 1081 (Eff 8-
9-63); 135 v S 263 (Eff 7-3-74); 135 v H 99 (Eff 7-1-75); 137 v H 171 (Eff 8-26-77); 140 v H 703. Eff 3-28-85.
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§ 4511.131 Signals over reversible lanes.

When lane-use control signals are placed over individual lanes of a street or highway, said signals
shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and trackless trolleys as follows: 

(A) A steady downward green arrow:
Vehicular traffic and trackless trolleys may travel in any lane over which a green arrow signal is
shown. 

(B) A steady yellow "X": 
Vehicular traffic and trackless trolleys are warned to vacate in a safe manner any lane over
which such signal is shown to avoid occupying that lane when a steady red "X" signal is
shown. 

(C) A flashing yellow "X": 
Vehicular traffic and trackless trolleys may use with proper caution any lane over which such
signal is shown for only the purpose of making a left turn. 

(D) A steady red "X":
Vehicular traffic and trackless trolleys shall not enter or travel in any lane over which such
signal is shown. 

HISTORY: 130 v 1083 (Eff 8-9-63); 135 v S 263. Eff 7-3-74.

§ 4511.132 Malfunctioning traffic signals. 

The driver of a vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley who approaches an intersection where traffic
is controlled by traffic control signals shall do all of the following, if the signal facing him either
exhibits no colored lights or colored lighted arrows or exhibits a combination of such lights or
arrows that fails to clearly indicate the assignment of right-of-way: 

(A) Stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, stop before entering the crosswalk on the near
side of the intersection, or, if none, stop before entering the intersection;

(B) Yield the right-of-way to all vehicles, streetcars, or trackless trolleys in the intersection or
approaching on an intersecting road, if the vehicles, streetcars, or trackless trolleys will
constitute an immediate hazard during the time the driver is moving across or within the
intersection or junction of roadways;

(C) Exercise ordinary care while proceeding through the intersection. 

HISTORY: 143 v S 44. Eff 7-25-89.

§ 4511.14 Pedestrian control signals.

Whenever special pedestrian control signals exhibiting the words "walk" or "don't walk," or the
symbol of a walking person or an upraised palm are in place, such signals shall indicate the
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following instructions: 

(A) "Walk" or the symbol of a walking person: Pedestrians facing such signal may proceed across
the roadway in the direction of the signal and shall be given the right of way by the operators of
all vehicles, streetcars, and trackless trolleys.

(B) "Don't walk" or the symbol of an upraised palm: No pedestrian shall start to cross the roadway
in the direction of the signal.

(C) Nothing in this section shall be construed to invalidate the continued use of pedestrian control
signals utilizing the word "wait" if those signals were installed prior to the effective date of this
act. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-14; 119 v 766, § 14; 124 v 514; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 140 v H 703. Eff 3-
28-85.

§ 4511.15 Flashing traffic signals.

Whenever an illuminated flashing red or yellow traffic signal is used in a traffic signal or with a
traffic sign it shall require obedience as follows: 

(A) Flashing red stop signal: Operators of vehicles, trackless trolleys, and streetcars shall stop at
a clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the
intersection, or if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has
a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering it, and the right to
proceed shall be subject to the rules applicable after making a stop at a stop sign.

(B) Flashing yellow caution signal: Operators of vehicles, trackless trolleys, and streetcars may
proceed through the intersection or past such signal only with caution. 

This section shall not apply at railroad grade crossings. Conduct of drivers of vehicles, trackless
trolleys, and streetcars approaching railroad grade crossings shall be governed by sections
4511.61 and 4511.62 of the Revised Code. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-15; 119 v 766, § 15; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 135 v H 995. Eff 1-1-75. The
effective date is set by section 3 of HB 995.

§ 4511.16 Prohibition against unauthorized signs and signals.

No person shall place, maintain, or display upon or in view of any highway any unauthorized sign,
signal, marking, or device which purports to be, is an imitation of, or resembles a traffic control
device or railroad sign or signal, or which attempts to direct the movement of traffic or hides from
view or interferes with the effectiveness of any traffic control device or any railroad sign or signal,
and no person shall place or maintain, nor shall any public authority permit, upon any highway any
traffic sign or signal bearing thereon any commercial advertising. This section does not prohibit
either the erection upon private property adjacent to highways of signs giving useful directional
information and of a type that cannot be mistaken for traffic control devices or the erection upon
private property of traffic control devices by the owner of real property in accordance with sections
4511.211 and 4511.432 of the Revised Code. 
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Every such prohibited sign, signal, marking, or device is a public nuisance, and the authority
having jurisdiction over the highway may remove it or cause it to be removed. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-16; 119 v 766, § 16; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 143 v H 171. Eff 5-31-90.

§ 4511.17 Tampering with sign, device or manhole cover; driving on freshly applied 
marking material.

No person, without lawful authority, shall do any of the following: 

(A) Knowingly move, deface, damage, destroy, or otherwise improperly tamper with any traffic
control device, any railroad sign or signal, or any inscription, shield, or insignia on the device,
sign, or signal, or any part of the device, sign, or signal;

(B) Knowingly drive upon or over any freshly applied pavement marking material on the surface of
a roadway while the marking material is in an undried condition and is marked by flags,
markers, signs, or other devices intended to protect it;

(C) Knowingly move, damage, destroy, or otherwise improperly tamper with a manhole cover. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-17; 119 v 766, § 17; 121 v 684; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 143 v H 162. Eff 6-
28-90.

§ 4511.18 Possession or sale of sign or device prohibited. 

(A) As used in this section, "traffic control device" means any sign, traffic control signal, or other
device conforming to and placed or erected in accordance with the manual adopted under
section 4511.09 of the Revised Code by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction,
for the purpose of regulating, warning, or guiding traffic, including signs denoting the names of
streets and highways, but does not mean any pavement marking.

(B) No individual shall buy or otherwise possess, or sell, a traffic control device, except when one
of the following applies: 

(1) In the course of his employment by the state or a local authority for the express or implied
purpose of manufacturing, providing, erecting, moving, or removing such a traffic control
device;

(2) In the course of his employment by any manufacturer of traffic control devices other than a
state or local authority;

(3) For the purpose of demonstrating the design and function of a traffic control device to
state or local officials;

(4) When the traffic control device has been purchased from the state or a local authority at a
sale of property that is no longer needed or is unfit for use;

(5) The traffic control device has been properly purchased from a manufacturer for use on
private property and the person possessing the device has a sales receipt for the device
or other acknowledgment of sale issued by the manufacturer. 
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(C) This section does not preclude, and shall not be construed as precluding, prosecution for theft
in violation of section 2913.02 of the Revised Code or a municipal ordinance relating to theft,
or for receiving stolen property in violation of section 2913.51 of the Revised Code or a
municipal ordinance relating to receiving stolen property. 

HISTORY: 143 v H 162. Eff 6-28-90. Not analogous to former RC § 4511.18 (GC § 6307-18; 119 v 766;
Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 132 v S 37), repealed 134 v H 511, § 2, eff 1-1-74.

§ 4511.20 Willful or wanton operation on street or highway. 

No person shall operate a vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar on any street or highway in willful
or wanton disregard of the safety of persons or property. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-20; 119 v 766, § 20; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 132 v S 179 (Eff 12-13-67);
139 v S 432. Eff 3-16-83.

§ 4511.201 Willful or wanton operation off street or highway; competitive operation 
exception. 

No person shall operate a vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar on any public or private property
other than streets or highways, in willful or wanton disregard of the safety of persons or property. 

This section does not apply to the competitive operation of vehicles on public or private property
when the owner of such property knowingly permits such operation thereon. 

HISTORY: 129 v 1637 (Eff 10-2-61); 132 v S 179 (Eff 12-13-67); 139 v S 432. Eff 3-16-83.

§ 4511.202 Operating a motor vehicle without reasonable control. 

No person shall operate a motor vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar on any street, highway, or
property open to the public for vehicular traffic without being in reasonable control of the vehicle,
trolley, or streetcar. 

HISTORY: 139 v S 432. Eff 3-16-83.

§ 4511.21 Speed limits.

(A) No person shall operate a motor vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar at a speed greater or
less than is reasonable or proper, having due regard to the traffic, surface, and width of the
street or highway and any other conditions, and no person shall drive any motor vehicle,
trackless trolley, or streetcar in and upon any street or highway at a greater speed than will
permit the person to bring it to a stop within the assured clear distance ahead.

(B) It is prima-facie lawful, in the absence of a lower limit declared pursuant to this section by the
director of transportation or local authorities, for the operator of a motor vehicle, trackless
trolley, or streetcar to operate the same at a speed not exceeding the following:
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(1) (a) Twenty miles per hour in school zones during school recess and while children are
going to or leaving school during the opening or closing hours, and when twenty miles
per hour school speed limit signs are erected; except, that, on controlled-access
highways and expressways, if the right-of-way line fence has been erected without
pedestrian opening, the speed shall be governed by division (B)(4) of this section and
on freeways, if the right-of-way line fence has been erected without pedestrian
opening, the speed shall be governed by divisions (B)(8) and (9) of this section. The
end of every school zone may be marked by a sign indicating the end of the zone.
Nothing in this section or in the manual and specifications for a uniform system of
traffic control devices shall be construed to require school zones to be indicated by
signs equipped with flashing or other lights, or giving other special notice of the hours
in which the school zone speed limit is in effect. 

(b) As used in this section and in section 4511.212 of the Revised Code, "school" means
any school chartered under section 3301.16 of the Revised Code and any
nonchartered school that during the preceding year filed with the department of
education in compliance with rule 3301-35-08 of the Ohio Administrative Code, a copy
of the school's report for the parents of the school's pupils certifying that the school
meets Ohio minimum standards for non chartered, non tax-supported schools and
presents evidence of this filing to the jurisdiction from which it is requesting the
establishment of a school zone.

(c) As used in this section, "school  zone" means that portion of a street or highway
passing a school fronting upon the street or highway that is encompassed by
projecting the school property lines to the fronting street or highway, and also includes
that portion of a state highway. Upon request from local authorities for streets and
highways under their jurisdiction and that portion of a state highway under the
jurisdiction of the director of transportation, the director may extend the traditional
school zone boundaries. The distances in divisions (B)(1)(c)(i) (ii), and (iii) of this
section shall not exceed three hundred feet per approach per direction and are
bounded by whichever of the following distances or combinations thereof the director
approves as most appropriate:

(i) The distance encompassed by projecting the school building lines normal to the
fronting highway and extending a distance of three hundred feet on each
approach direction;

(ii) The distance encompassed by projecting the school property lines intersecting the
fronting highway and extending a distance of three hundred feet on each
approach direction;

(iii) The distance encompassed by the special marking of the pavement for a principal
school pupil crosswalk plus a distance of three hundred feet on each approach
direction of the highway.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to invalidate the director's initial action on
August 9, 1976, establishing all school zones at the traditional school zone
boundaries defined by projecting school property lines, except when those boundaries
are extended as provided in divisions (B)(1)(a) and (c) of this section.
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(d) As used in this division, "crosswalk" has the meaning given that, term in division
(LL)(2) of section 4511.01 of the Revised Code. 

The director may, upon request by resolution of the legislative authority of a municipal
corporation, the board of trustees of a township, or a county board of mental
retardation and developmental disabilities created pursuant to Chapter 5126. of the
Revised Code, and upon submission by the municipal corporation, township, or
county board of such engineering, traffic, and other information as the director
considers necessary, designate a school zone on any portion of a state route lying
within the municipal corporation, lying within the unincorporated territory of the
township, or lying adjacent to the property of a school that is operated by such county
board, that includes a crosswalk customarily used by children going to or leaving a
school during recess and opening and closing hours, whenever the distance, as
measured in a straight line, from the school property line nearest the crosswalk to the
nearest point of the crosswalk is no more than one thousand three hundred twenty
feet. Such a school zone shall include the distance encompassed by the crosswalk
and extending three hundred feet on each approach direction of the state route.

(2) Twenty-five miles per hour in all other portions of a municipal corporation, except on state
routes outside business districts, through highways outside business districts, and alleys;

(3) Thirty-five miles per hour on all state routes or through highways within municipal
corporations outside business districts, except as provided in divisions (B)(4) and (6) of
this section;

(4) Fifty miles per hour on controlled-access highways and expressways within municipal
corporations;

(5) Fifty-five miles per hour on highways outside of municipal corporations, other than
freeways as provided in division (B)(12) of this section;

(6) Fifty miles per hour on state routes within municipal corporations outside urban districts
unless a lower prima-facie speed is established as further provided in this section;

(7) Fifteen miles per hour on all alleys within the municipal corporation;

(8) Fifty-five miles per hour at all times on freeways with paved shoulders inside municipal
corporations, other than freeways as provided in division (B)(12) of this section;

(9) Fifty-five miles per hour at all times on freeways outside municipal corporations, other than
freeways as provided in division (B)(12) of this section;

(10) Fifty-five miles per hour at all times on all portions of freeways that are part of the
interstate system and on all portions of freeways not part of the interstate system, but are
built to the standards and specifications that are applicable to freeways that are part of the
interstate system for operators of any motor vehicle weighing in excess of eight thousand
pounds empty weight and any noncommercial bus;

(11) Fifty-five miles per hour for operators of any motor vehicle weighing eight thousand
pounds or less empty weight and any commercial bus at all times on all portions of
freeways that are part of the interstate system and that had such a speed limit established
prior to October 1, 1995, and freeways that are not part of the interstate system, but are
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built to the standards and specifications that are applicable to freeways that are part of the
interstate system and that had such a speed limit established prior to October 1, 1995,
unless a higher speed limit is established under division (L) of this section;

(12) Sixty-five miles per hour for operators of any motor vehicle weighing eight thousand
pounds or less empty weight and any commercial bus at all times on all portions of the
following:

(a) Freeways that are part of the interstate system and that had such a speed limit
established prior to October 1, 1995, and freeways that are not part of the interstate
system, but are built to the standards and specifications that are applicable to
freeways that are part of the interstate system and that had such a speed limit
established prior to October 1, 1995;

(b) Freeways that are part of the interstate system and freeways that are not part of the
interstate system but are built to the standards and specifications that are applicable
to freeways that are part of the interstate system, and that had such a speed limit
established under division (L) of this section;

(c) Rural, divided, multi-lane highways that are designated as part of the national highway
system under the "National Highway System Designation Act of 1995," 109 Stat. 568,
23 U.S.C.A. 103, and that had such a speed limit established under division (M) of this
section. 

(C) It is prima-facie unlawful for any person to exceed any of the speed limitations in divisions
(B)(1)(a), (2), (3), (4), (6), and (7) of this section, or any declared pursuant to this section by
the director or local authorities and it is unlawful for any person to exceed any of the speed
limitations in division (D) of this section. No person shall be convicted of more than one
violation of this section for the same conduct, although violations of more than one provision of
this section may be charged in the alternative in a single affidavit.

(D) No person shall operate a motor vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar upon a street or
highway as follows: 

(1) At a speed exceeding fifty-five miles per hour, except upon a freeway as provided in
division (B)(12) of this section; 

(2) At a speed exceeding sixty-five miles per hour upon a freeway as provided in division
(B)(12) of this section except as otherwise provided in division (D)(3) of this section;

(3) If a motor vehicle weighing in excess of eight thousand pounds empty weight or a
noncommercial bus as prescribed in division (B)(10) of this section, at a speed exceeding
fifty-five miles per hour upon a freeway as provided in that division;

(4) At a speed exceeding the posted speed limit upon a freeway for which the director has
determined and declared a speed limit of not more than sixty-five miles per hour pursuant
to division (L)(2) or (M) of this section;

(5) At a speed exceeding sixty-five miles per hour upon a freeway for which such a speed
limit has been established through the operation of division (L)(3) of this section;

(6) At a speed exceeding the posted speed limit upon a freeway for which the director has
determined and declared a speed limit pursuant to division (I)(2) of this section. 
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(E) In every charge of violation of this section the affidavit and warrant shall specify the time,
place, and speed at which the defendant is alleged to have driven, and in charges made in
reliance upon division (C) of this section also the speed which division (B)(1)(a), (2), (3), (4),
(6), or (7) of, or a limit declared pursuant to, this section declares is prima-facie lawful at the
time and place of such alleged violation, except that in affidavits where a person is alleged to
have driven at a greater speed than will permit the person to bring the vehicle to a stop within
the assured clear distance ahead the affidavit and warrant need not specify the speed at which
the defendant is alleged to have driven.

(F) When a speed in excess of both a prima-facie limitation and a limitation in division (D)(1), (2),
(3), (4), (5), or (6) of this section is alleged, the defendant shall be charged in a single affidavit,
alleging a single act, with a violation indicated of both division (B)(1)(a), (2), (3), (4), (6), or (7)
of this section, or of a limit declared pursuant to this section by the director or local authorities,
and of the limitation in division (D)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), or (6) of this section. If the court finds a
violation of division (B)(1)(a), (2), (3), (4), (6), or (7) of, or a limit declared pursuant to, this
section has occurred, it shall enter a judgment of conviction under such division and dismiss
the charge under division (D)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), or (6) of this section. If it finds no violation of
division (B)(1)(a), (2), (3), (4), (6), or (7) of, or a limit declared pursuant to, this section, it shall
then consider whether the evidence supports a conviction under division (D)(1), (2), (3), (4),
(5), or (6) of this section.

(G) Points shall be assessed for violation of a limitation under division (D) of this section only when
the court finds the violation involved a speed of five miles per hour or more in excess of the
posted speed limit.

(H) Whenever the director determines upon the basis of a geometric and traffic characteristic
study that any speed limit set forth in divisions (B)(1)(a) to (D) of this section is greater or less
than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at any portion of a street or
highway under the jurisdiction of the director, the director shall determine and declare a
reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit, which shall be effective when appropriate signs
giving Notice of it are erected at the location.

(I) (1) Except as provided in divisions (I)(2) and (K) of this section, whenever local authorities
determine upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that the speed
permitted by divisions (B)(1)(a) to (D) of this section, on any part of a highway under their
jurisdiction, is greater than is reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist at
such location, the local authorities may by resolution request the director to determine and
declare a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit. Upon receipt of such request the
director may determine and declare a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit at such
location, and if the director does so, then such declared speed limit shall become effective
only when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected at such location by the local
authorities. The director may withdraw the declaration of a prima-facie speed limit
whenever in the director's opinion the altered prima-facie speed becomes unreasonable.
Upon such withdrawal, the declared prima-facie speed shall become ineffective and the
signs relating thereto shall be immediately removed by the local authorities. 

(2) A local authority may determine on the basis of a geometric and traffic characteristic study
that the speed limit of sixty-five miles per hour on a portion of a freeway under its
jurisdiction that was established through the operation of division (L)(3) of this section is
greater than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at that portion of the
freeway. If the local authority makes such a determination, the local authority by resolution
may request the director to determine and declare a reasonable and safe speed limit of
not less than fifty-five miles per hour for that portion of the freeway. If the director takes
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such action, the declared speed limit becomes effective only when appropriate signs
giving notice of it are erected at such location by the local authority. 

(J) Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may authorize by ordinance higher
prima-facie speeds than those stated in this section upon through highways, or upon highways
or portions thereof where there are no intersections, or between widely spaced intersections,
provided signs are erected giving notice of the authorized speed, but local authorities shall not
modify or alter the basic rule set forth in division (A) of this section or in any event authorize by
ordinance a speed in excess of fifty miles per hour. 

Alteration of prima-facie limits on state routes by local authorities shall not be effective until the
alteration has been approved by the director. The director may withdraw approval of any
altered prima-facie speed limits whenever in the director's opinion any altered prima-facie
speed becomes unreasonable, and upon such withdrawal, the altered prima-facie speed shall
become ineffective and the signs relating thereto shall be immediately removed by the local
authorities. 

(K) (1)  As used in divisions (K)(1), (2), (3), and (4) of this section, "unimproved highway" means a
highway consisting of any of the following: 

(a) Unimproved earth; 

(b) Unimproved graded and drained earth; 

(c) Gravel.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in divisions (K)(4) and (5) of this section, whenever a board
of township trustees determines upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation
that the speed permitted by division (B)(5) of this section on any part of an unimproved
highway under its jurisdiction and in the unincorporated territory of the township is greater
than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at the location, the board
may by resolution declare a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit of fifty-five but not
less than twenty-five miles per hour. An altered speed limit adopted by a board of township
trustees under this division becomes effective when appropriate traffic control devices, as
prescribed in section 4511.11 of the Revised Code, giving notice thereof are erected at the
location, which shall be no sooner than sixty days after adoption of the resolution. 

(3) (a) Whenever, in the opinion of a board of township trustees, any altered prima-facie
speed limit established by the board under this division becomes unreasonable, the
board may adopt a resolution withdrawing the altered prima-facie speed limit. Upon
the adoption of such a resolution, the altered prima-facie speed limit becomes
ineffective and the traffic control devices relating thereto shall be immediately
removed.

(b) Whenever a highway ceases to be an unimproved highway and the board has
adopted an altered prima-facie speed limit pursuant to division (K)(2) of this section,
the board shall, by resolution, withdraw the altered prima-facie speed limit as soon as
the highway ceases to be unimproved. Upon the adoption of such a resolution, the
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altered prima-facie speed limit becomes ineffective and the traffic control devices
relating thereto shall be immediately removed. 

(4) (a) If the boundary of two townships rests on the centerline of an unimproved highway in
unincorporated territory and both townships have jurisdiction over the highway, neither
of the boards of township trustees of such townships may declare an altered
prima-facie speed limit pursuant to division (K)(2) of this section on the part of the
highway under their joint jurisdiction unless the boards of township trustees of both of
the townships determine, upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation,
that the speed permitted by division (B)(5) of this section is greater than is reasonable
or safe under the conditions found to exist at the location and both boards agree upon
a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit of less than fifty-five but not less than
twenty-five miles per hour for that location. If both boards so agree, each shall follow
the procedure specified in division (K)(2) of this section for altering the prima-facie
speed limit on the highway. Except as otherwise provided in division (K)(4)(b) of this
section, no speed limit altered pursuant to division (K)(4)(a) of this section may be
withdrawn unless the boards of township trustees of both townships determine that
the altered prima-facie speed limit previously adopted becomes unreasonable and
each board adopts a resolution withdrawing the altered prima-facie speed limit
pursuant to the procedure specified in division (K)(3)(a) of this section.

(b) Whenever a highway described in division (K)(4)(a) of this section ceases to be an
unimproved highway and two boards of township trustees have adopted an altered
prima-facie speed limit pursuant to division (K)(4)(a) of this section, both boards shall,
by resolution, withdraw the altered prima-facie speed limit as soon as the highway
ceases to be unimproved. Upon the adoption of the resolution, the altered prima-facie
speed limit becomes ineffective and the traffic control devices relating thereto shall be
immediately removed. 

(5) As used in division (K)(5) of this section: 

(a) "Commercial subdivision" means any platted territory outside the limits of a municipal
corporation and fronting a highway where, for a distance of three hundred feet or
more, the frontage is improved with buildings in use for commercial purposes, or
where the entire length of the highway is less than three hundred feet long and the
frontage is improved with buildings in use for commercial purposes.

(b) "Residential subdivision" means any platted territory outside the limits of a municipal
corporation and fronting a highway, where, for a distance of three hundred feet or
more, the frontage is improved with residences or residences and buildings in use for
business, or where the entire length of the highway is less than three hundred feet
long and the frontage is improved with residences or residences and buildings in use
for business. 

Whenever a board of township trustees finds upon the basis of an engineering and traffic
investigation that the prima-facie speed permitted by division (B)(5) of this section on any part
of a highway under its jurisdiction that is located in a commercial or residential subdivision,
except on highways or portions thereof at the entrances to which vehicular traffic from the
majority of intersecting highways is required to yield the right-of-way to vehicles on such
highways in obedience to stop or yield signs or traffic control signals, is greater than is
OMUTCD 2003 Edition



Page B2-22                                                                     Appendix B2.  Ohio Revised Code Sections
reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist at the location, the board may by
resolution declare a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit of less than fifty-five but not
less than twenty-five miles per hour at the location. An altered speed limit adopted by a board
of township trustees under this division shall become effective when appropriate signs giving
notice thereof are erected at the location by the township. Whenever, in the opinion of a board
of township trustees, any altered prima-facie speed limit established by it under this division
becomes unreasonable, it may adopt a resolution withdrawing the altered prima-facie speed,
and upon such withdrawal, the altered prima-facie speed shall become ineffective, and the
signs relating thereto shall be immediately removed by the township. 

(L)   (1) Within one hundred twenty days of the effective date of this amendment, the director of
transportation, based upon a geometric and traffic characteristic study of a freeway that is
part of the interstate system or that is not part of the interstate system, but is built to the
standards and specifications that are applicable to freeways that are part of the interstate
system, in consultation with the director of public safety and, if applicable, the local
authority having jurisdiction over a portion of such freeway, may determine and declare
that the speed limit of less than sixty-five miles per hour established on such freeway or
portion of freeway either is reasonable and safe or is less than that which is reasonable
and safe

(2) If the established speed limit for such a freeway or portion of freeway is determined to be
less than that which is reasonable and safe, the director of transportation, in consultation
with the director of public safety and, if applicable, the local authority having jurisdiction
over the portion of freeway, shall determine and declare a reasonable and safe speed limit
of not more than sixty-five miles per hour for that freeway or portion of freeway. 

The director of transportation or local authority having jurisdiction over the freeway or
portion of freeway shall erect appropriate signs giving notice of the speed limit at such
location within one hundred fifty days of the effective date of this amendment. Such speed
limit becomes effective only when such signs are erected at the location. 

(3) If, within one hundred twenty days of the effective date of this amendment, the director of
transportation does not make a determination and declaration of a reasonable and safe
speed limit for a freeway or portion of freeway that is part of the interstate system or that is
not part of the interstate system, but is built to the standards and specifications that are
applicable to freeways that are part of the interstate system and that has a speed limit of
less than sixty-five miles per hour, the speed limit on that freeway or portion of a freeway
shall be sixty-five miles per hour. The director of transportation or local authority having
jurisdiction over the freeway or portion of the freeway shall erect appropriate signs giving
notice of the speed limit of sixty-five miles per hour at such location within one hundred
fifty days of the effective date of this amendment. Such speed limit becomes effective only
when such signs are erected at the location. A speed limit established through the
operation of division (L)(3) of this section is subject to reduction under division (I)(2) of this
section. 

(M) Within three hundred sixty days after the effective date of this amendment, the director of
transportation, based upon a geometric and traffic characteristic study of a rural, divided,
multi-lane highway that has been designated as part of the national highway system under the
"National Highway System Designation Act of 1995," 109 Stat. 568, 23 U.S.C.A. 103, in
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consultation with the director of public safety and, if applicable, the local authority having
jurisdiction over a portion of the highway, may determine and declare that the speed limit of
less than sixty-five miles per hour established on the highway or portion of highway either is
reasonable and safe or is less than that which is reasonable and safe.

If the established speed limit for the highway or portion of highway is determined to be less
than that which is reasonable and safe, the director of transportation, in consultation with the
director of public safety and, if applicable, the local authority having jurisdiction over the
portion of highway, shall determine and declare a reasonable and safe speed limit of not more
than sixty-five miles per hour for that highway or portion of highway. The director of
transportation or local authority having jurisdiction over the highway or portion of highway shall
erect appropriate signs giving notice of the speed limit at such location within three hundred
ninety days after the effective date of this amendment. The speed limit becomes effective only
when such signs are erected at the location. 

(N) As used in this section: 

(1) "Interstate system" has the same meaning as in 23 U.S.C.A. 101.

(2) "Commercial bus" means a motor vehicle designed for carrying more than nine
passengers and used for the transportation of persons for compensation.

(3) "Noncommercial bus" includes but is not limited to a school bus or a motor vehicle
operated solely for the transportation of persons associated with a charitable or nonprofit
organization. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-21; 119 v 766, § 21; 124 v 514; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 126 v 115 (Eff 10-1-
56); 127 v 931 (Eff 9-14-57); 128 v 1270 (Eff 11-4-59); 130 v 1083 (Eff 9-30-63); 130 v PtII, H 5 (Eff 12-16-64);
131 v 1101 (Eff 11-4-65); 132 v H 1 (Eff 2-21-67); 135 v H 200 (Eff 9-28-73); 136 v H 632 (Eff 6-27-75); 136 v
H 1166 (Eff 8-9-76); 137 v H 587 (Eff 11-3-77); 138 v H 20 (Eff 8-29-79); 138 v H 32 (Eff 8-29-79); 138 v S 14
(Eff 10-25-79); 140 v S 37 (Eff 9-7-83); 141 v H 795 (Eff 8-29-86); 141 v S 356 (Eff 9-24-86); 141 v H 428 (Eff
12-23-86); 141 v H 666 (Eff 3-25-87); 142 v H 43 (Eff 7-31-87); 142 v H 493 (Eff 7-15-87); 143 v H 381 (Eff 7-
1-89); 144 v H 96 (Eff 6-18-91); 144 v S 201 (Eff 8-19-92); 144 v S 301 (Eff 3-15-93); 146 v H 565. Eff 2-29-
96. 

The provisions of § 3 of HB 565 (146 v --) read as follows: 
SECTION 3. It is the intent of the General Assembly in amending section 4511.21 of the Revised Code to
retain the speed limits established by that section at the limits and locations established prior to the repeal of
the National Maximum Speed Limit Compliance Program in Pub. L. No. 104-59.

§ 4511.211 Speed limit on private residential road or driveway. 

(A) The owner of a private road or driveway located in a private residential area containing twenty
or more dwelling units may establish a speed limit on the road or driveway by complying with
all of the following requirements: 

(1) The speed limit is not less than twenty-five miles per hour and is indicated by a sign that is
in a proper position, is sufficiently legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person,
and meets the specifications for the basic speed limit sign included in the manual adopted
by the department of transportation pursuant to section 4511.09 of the Revised Code;
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(2) The owner has posted a sign at the entrance of the private road or driveway that is in plain
view and clearly informs persons entering the road or driveway that they are entering
private property, a speed limit has been established for the road or driveway, and the
speed limit is enforceable by law enforcement officers under state law. 

(B) No person shall operate a vehicle upon a private road or driveway as provided in division (A)
of this section at a speed exceeding any speed limit established and posted pursuant to that
division.

(C) When a speed limit is established and posted in accordance with division (A) of this section,
any law enforcement officer may apprehend a person violating the speed limit of the
residential area by utilizing any of the means described in section 4511.091 [4511.09.1] of the
Revised Code or by any other accepted method of determining the speed of a motor vehicle
and may stop and charge the person with exceeding the speed limit.

(D) Points shall be assessed for violation of a speed limit established and posted in accordance
with division (A) of this section only when the violation involves a speed of five miles per hour
or more in excess of the posted speed limit.

(E) As used in this section: 

(1) "Owner" includes but is not limited to a person who holds title to the real property in fee
simple, a condominium owners' association, a property owners' association, the board of
directors or trustees of a private community, and a nonprofit corporation governing a
private community.

(2) "Private residential area containing twenty or more dwelling units" does not include a
Chautauqua assembly as defined in section 4511.90 of the Revised Code. 

HISTORY: 143 v H 171. Eff 5-31-90. Not analogous to former RC § 4511.21.1 (135 v H 1052), repealed 136 v
H 632, § 2, eff 6-27-75.

§ 4511.212 Complaint that local authority is not complying with school zone sign laws. 

(A) As used in this section, "local authority" means the legislative authority of a municipal
corporation, the board of trustees of a township, or the board of county commissioners of a
county. 

(B) The board of education or the chief administrative officer operating or in charge of any school
may submit a written complaint to the director of transportation alleging that a local authority is
not complying with section 4511.11 or divisions (B)(1)(a) to (d) of section 4511.21 of the
Revised Code with regard to school zones. Upon receipt of such a complaint, the director shall
review or investigate the facts of the complaint and discuss the complaint with the local
authority and the board of education or chief administrative officer submitting the complaint. If
the director finds that the local authority is not complying with section 4511.11 or divisions
(B)(1)(a) to (d) of section 4511.21 of the Revised Code with regard to school zones, the
director shall issue a written order requiring the local authority to comply by a specified date
and the local authority shall comply with the order. If the local authority fails to comply with the
order, the director shall implement the order and charge the local authority for the cost of the
implementation. Any local authority being so charged shall pay to the state the amount
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charged. Any amounts received under this section shall be deposited into the state treasury to
the credit of the highway operating fund created by section 5735.291 of the Revised Code. 

HISTORY: 144 v S 201. Eff 8-19-92.

§ 4511.213 Duties upon approaching stationary public safety vehicle displaying emergency 
light. 

(A) The driver of a motor vehicle, upon approaching a stationary public safety vehicle that is
displaying a flashing red light, flashing combination red and white light, oscillating or rotating
red light, oscillating or rotating combination red and white light, flashing blue light, flashing
combination blue and white light, oscillating or rotating blue light, or oscillating or rotating
combination blue and white light, shall do either of the following:

(1) If the driver of the motor vehicle is traveling on a highway that consists of at least two
lanes that carry traffic in the same direction of travel as that of the driver's motor vehicle,
the driver shall proceed with due caution and, if possible and with due regard to the road,
weather, and traffic conditions, shall change lanes into a lane that is not adjacent to that of
the stationary public safety vehicle. 

(2) If the driver is not traveling on a highway of a type described in division (A)(1) of this
section, or if the driver is traveling on a highway of that type but it is not possible to change
lanes or if to do so would be unsafe, the driver shall proceed with due caution, reduce the
speed of the motor vehicle, and maintain a safe speed for the road, weather, and traffic
conditions. 

(B) This section does not relieve the driver of a public safety vehicle from the duty to drive with
due regard for the safety of all persons and property upon the highway.

(C) No person shall fail to drive a motor vehicle in compliance with division (A)(1) or (2) of this
section when so required by division (A) of this section.

(D) As used in this section, "public safety vehicle" has the same meaning as in section 4511.01 of
the Revised Code. 

HISTORY: 148 v H 86. Eff 9-28-99. The effective date is set by section 5 of HB 86.

§ 4511.22 Slow speed

(A) No person shall stop or operate a vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar at such slow speed as
to impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, except when stopping or
reduced speed is necessary for safe operation or to comply with law.

(B) Whenever the director of transportation or local authorities determine on the basis of an
engineering and traffic investigation that slow speeds on any part of a controlled-access
highway, expressway, or freeway consistently impede the normal and reasonable movement
of traffic, the director or such local authority may declare a minimum speed limit below which
no person shall operate a motor vehicle, trackless trolley, or street car except when necessary
for safe operation or in compliance with law. No minimum speed limit established hereunder
shall be less than thirty miles per hour, greater than fifty miles per hour, nor effective until the
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provisions of section 4511.21 of the Revised Code, relating to appropriate signs, have been
fulfilled and local authorities have obtained the approval of the director.

HISTORY: GC § 6307-22; 119 v 766, § 22; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 127 v 51 (Eff 8-23-57); 135 v H
200 (Eff 9-28-73); 136 v H 632 (Eff 6-27-75); 144 v H 96. Eff 6-18-91.

§ 4511.23 Speed regulations on bridges. 

No person shall operate a vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar over any bridge or other elevated
structure constituting a part of a highway at a speed which is greater than the maximum speed that
can be maintained with safety to such bridge or structure, when such structure is posted with signs
as provided in this section. 

The department of transportation upon request from any local authority shall, or upon its own
initiative may, conduct an investigation of any bridge or other elevated structure constituting a part
of a highway, and if it finds that such structure cannot with safety withstand traffic traveling at the
speed otherwise permissible under sections 4511.01 to 4511.78 and 4511.99 of the Revised Code,
the department shall determine and declare the maximum speed of traffic which such structure
can withstand, and shall cause or permit suitable signs stating such maximum speed to be erected
and maintained at a distance of at least one hundred feet before each end of such structure. 

Upon the trial of any person charged with a violation of this section, proof of said determination of
the maximum speed by the department and the existence of said signs shall constitute prima-facie
evidence of the maximum speed which can be maintained with safety to such bridge or structure. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-23; 119 v 766, § 23; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 135 v H 200. Eff 9-28-73.

§ 4511.24 Emergency vehicles excepted from speed limitations. 

The prima-facie speed limitations set forth in section 4511.21 of the Revised Code do not apply to
emergency vehicles or public safety vehicles when they are responding to emergency calls and
are equipped with and displaying at least one flashing, rotating, or oscillating light visible under
normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of five hundred feet to the front of the vehicle and
when the drivers thereof sound audible signals by bell, siren, or exhaust whistle. This section does
not relieve the driver of an emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle from the duty to drive with
due regard for the safety of all persons using the street or highway. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-24; 119 v 766, § 24; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 132 v H 378 (Eff 12-14-67);
135 v H 995. Eff 1-1-75. The effective date is set by section 3 of HB 995.

§ 4511.25 Lanes of travel upon roadways. 

(A) Upon all roadways of sufficient width, a vehicle or trackless trolley shall be driven upon the
right half of the roadway, except as follows: 
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(1) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction, or when
making a left turn under the rules governing such movements;

(2) When an obstruction exists making it necessary to drive to the left of the center of the
highway; provided, any person so doing shall yield the right of way to all vehicles traveling
in the proper direction upon the unobstructed portion of the highway within such distance
as to constitute an immediate hazard;

(3) When driving upon a roadway divided into three or more marked lanes for traffic under the
rules applicable thereon;

(4) When driving upon a roadway designated and posted with signs for one-way traffic;

(5) When otherwise directed by a police officer or traffic control device

(B) Upon all roadways any vehicle or trackless trolley proceeding at less than the normal speed of
traffic at the time and place and under the conditions then existing shall be driven in the right-
hand lane then available for traffic, or as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of
the roadway, except when overtaking and passing another vehicle or trackless trolley
proceeding in the same direction or when preparing for a left turn.

(C) Upon any roadway having four or more lanes for moving traffic and providing for two-way
movement of traffic, no vehicle or trackless trolley shall be driven to the left of the center line of
the roadway, except when authorized by official traffic control devices designating certain
lanes to the left of the center of the roadway for use by traffic not otherwise permitted to use
the lanes, or except as permitted under division (A)(2) of this section. 

Division (C) of this section shall not be construed as prohibiting the crossing of the center line in
making a left turn into or from an alley, private road, or driveway. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-25; 119 v 766, § 25; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 129 v 1032 (Eff 9-9-61); 130 v
1086 (Eff 6-10-63); 135 v H 995. Eff 1-1-75. The effective date is set by section 3 of HB 995.

§ 4511.26 Vehicles traveling in opposite directions. 

Operators of vehicles and trackless trolleys proceeding in opposite directions shall pass each
other to the right, and upon roadways having width for not more than one line of traffic in each
direction, each operator shall give to the other one-half of the main traveled portion of the roadway
or as nearly one-half as is reasonably possible. 
HISTORY: GC § 6307-26; 119 v 766(778), § 26; Bureau of Code Revision. Eff 10-1-53.

§ 4511.27 Rules governing overtaking and passing of vehicles. 

The following rules govern the overtaking and passing of vehicles or trackless trolleys proceeding
in the same direction: 

(A) The operator of a vehicle or trackless trolley overtaking another vehicle or trackless trolley
proceeding in the same direction shall, except as provided in division (C) of this section, signal
to the vehicle or trackless trolley to be overtaken, shall pass to the left thereof at a safe
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distance, and shall not again drive to the right side of the roadway until safely clear of the
overtaken vehicle or trackless trolley.

(B) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the operator of an overtaken
vehicle shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle at the latter's audible signal,
and he shall not increase the speed of his vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking
vehicle.

(C) The operator of a vehicle or trackless trolley overtaking and passing another vehicle or
trackless trolley proceeding in the same direction on a divided highway as defined in section
4511.35 of the Revised Code, a limited access highway as defined in section 5511.02 of the
Revised Code, or a highway with four or more traffic lanes, is not required to signal audibly to
the vehicle or trackless trolley being overtaken and passed. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-27; 119 v 766(778), § 27; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 133 v S 289. Eff 11-6-69.

§ 4511.28 Permission to overtake and pass on the right. 

(A) The driver of a vehicle or trackless trolley may overtake and pass upon the right of another
vehicle or trackless trolley only under the following conditions: 

(1) When the vehicle or trackless trolley overtaken is making or about to make a left turn;

(2) Upon a roadway with unobstructed pavement of sufficient width for two or more lines of
vehicles moving lawfully in the direction being traveled by the overtaking vehicle. 

(B) The driver of a vehicle or trackless trolley may overtake and pass another vehicle or trackless
trolley only under conditions permitting such movement in safety. The movement shall not be
made by driving off the roadway. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-28; 119 v 766(778), § 28; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 135 v H 995. Eff 1-1-75.
The effective date is set by section 3 of HB 995.

§ 4511.29 Driving to left of center line. 

No vehicle or trackless trolley shall be driven to the left of the center of the roadway in overtaking
and passing traffic proceeding in the same direction, unless such left side is clearly visible and is
free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit such overtaking and passing to be
completely made, without interfering with the safe operation of any traffic approaching from the
opposite direction or any traffic overtaken. In every event the overtaking vehicle or trackless trolley
must return to an authorized lane of travel as soon as practicable and in the event the passing
movement involves the use of a lane authorized for traffic approaching from the opposite direction,
before coming within two hundred feet of any approaching vehicle. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-29; 119 v 766(778), § 29; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 135 v H 995. Eff 1-1-75.
The effective date is set by section 3 of HB 995.
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§ 4511.30 Prohibition against driving upon left side of roadway. 

No vehicle or trackless trolley shall be driven upon the left side of the roadway under the following
conditions: 

(A) When approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway, where the operator's
view is obstructed within such a distance as to create a hazard in the event traffic might
approach from the opposite direction; 

(B) When the view is obstructed upon approaching within one hundred feet of any bridge, viaduct,
or tunnel; 

(C) When approaching within one hundred feet of or traversing any intersection or railroad grade
crossing. 

This section does not apply to vehicles or trackless trolleys upon a one-way roadway, upon a
roadway where traffic is lawfully directed to be driven to the left side, or under the conditions
described in division (A)(2) of section 4511.25 of the Revised Code. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-30; 119 v 766(779), § 30; 120 v 221; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 135 v H 995.
Eff 1-1-75. The effective date is set by section 3 of HB 995.

§ 4511.31 Hazardous zones. 

The department of transportation may determine those portions of any state highway where
overtaking and passing other traffic or driving to the left of the center or center line of the roadway
would be especially hazardous, and may, by appropriate signs or markings on the highway,
indicate the beginning and end of such zones. When such signs or markings are in place and
clearly visible, every operator of a vehicle or trackless trolley shall obey the directions thereof,
notwithstanding the distances set out in section 4511.30 of the Revised Code. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-31; 119 v 766(779), § 31; 124 v 514; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 135 v H 200.
Eff 9-28-73.

§ 4511.32 One-way highways and rotary traffic islands. 

The department of transportation may designate any highway or any separate roadway under its
jurisdiction for one-way traffic and shall erect appropriate signs giving notice thereof. 

Upon a roadway designated and posted with signs for one-way traffic a vehicle shall be driven only
in the direction designated. 

A vehicle passing around a rotary traffic island shall be driven only to the right of such island. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-32; 119 v 766(779), § 32; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 135 v H 200. Eff 9-28-73.
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§ 4511.33 Rules for driving in marked lanes. 

Whenever any roadway has been divided into two or more clearly marked lanes for traffic, or
wherever within municipal corporations traffic is lawfully moving in two or more substantially
continuous lines in the same direction, the following rules apply: 

(A) A vehicle or trackless trolley shall be driven, as nearly as is practicable, entirely within a single
lane or line of traffic and shall not be moved from such lane or line until the driver has first
ascertained that such movement can be made with safety.

(B) Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes and provides for two-way movement of
traffic, a vehicle or trackless trolley shall not be driven in the center lane except when
overtaking and passing another vehicle or trackless trolley where the roadway is clearly visible
and such center lane is clear of traffic within a safe distance, or when preparing for a left turn,
or where such center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the direction
the vehicle or trackless trolley is proceeding and is posted with signs to give notice of such
allocation.

(C) Official signs may be erected directing specified traffic to use a designated lane or designating
those lanes to be used by traffic moving in a particular direction regardless of the center of the
roadway, and drivers of vehicles and trackless trolleys shall obey the directions of such signs.

(D) Official traffic control devices may be installed prohibiting the changing of lanes on sections of
roadway and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of every such device. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-33; 119 v 766(779), § 33; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 135 v H 995. Eff 1-1-75.
The effective date is set by section 3 of HB 995.

§ 4511.34 Space between moving vehicles. 

The operator of a motor vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley shall not follow another vehicle,
streetcar, or trackless trolley more closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for
the speed of such vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley, and the traffic upon and the condition of
the highway. 

The driver of any truck, or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle, when traveling upon a roadway
outside a business or residence district shall maintain a sufficient space, whenever conditions
permit, between such vehicle and another vehicle ahead so an overtaking motor vehicle may enter
and occupy such space without danger. This paragraph does not prevent overtaking and passing
nor does it apply to any lane specially designated for use by trucks. 

Outside a municipal corporation, the driver of any truck, or motor vehicle when drawing another
vehicle, while ascending to the crest of a grade beyond which the driver's view of the roadway is
obstructed, shall not follow within three hundred feet of another truck, or motor vehicle drawing
another vehicle. This paragraph shall not apply to any lane specially designated for use by trucks. 

Motor vehicles being driven upon any roadway outside of a business or residence district in a
caravan or motorcade, shall maintain a sufficient space between such vehicles so an overtaking
vehicle may enter and occupy such space without danger. This paragraph shall not apply to
funeral processions. 
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HISTORY: GC § 6307-34; 119 v 766(789), § 34; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 126 v 113. Eff 9-30-55.

§ 4511.35 Divided roadways.

Whenever any highway has been divided into two roadways by an intervening space, or by a
physical barrier, or clearly indicated dividing section so constructed as to impede vehicular traffic,
every vehicle shall be driven only upon the right-hand roadway, and no vehicle shall be driven
over, across, or within any such dividing space, barrier, or section, except through an opening,
crossover, or intersection established by public authority. This section does not prohibit the
occupancy of such dividing space, barrier, or section for the purpose of an emergency stop or in
compliance with an order of a police officer. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-34a; 124 v 514; Bureau of Code Revision. Eff 10-1-53.

§ 4511.36 Rules for turns at intersections.

The driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an intersection shall be governed by the following rules: 

(A) Approach for a right turn and a right turn shall be made as close as practicable to the right-
hand curb or edge of the roadway.

(B) At any intersection where traffic is permitted to move in both directions on each roadway
entering the intersection, an approach for a left turn shall be made in that portion of the right
half of the roadway nearest the center line thereof and by passing to the right of such center
line where it enters the intersection and after entering the intersection the left turn shall be
made so as to leave the intersection to the right of the center line of the roadway being
entered. Whenever practicable the left turn shall be made in that portion of the intersection to
the left of the center of the intersection.\

(C) At any intersection where traffic is restricted to one direction on one or more of the roadways,
the driver of a vehicle intending to turn left at any such intersection shall approach the
intersection in the extreme left-hand lane lawfully available to traffic moving in the direction of
travel of such vehicle, and after entering the intersection the left turn shall be made so as to
leave the intersection, as nearly as practicable, in the left-hand lane of the roadway being
entered lawfully available to traffic moving in that lane. 

The operator of a trackless trolley shall comply with divisions (A), (B), and (C) of this section
wherever practicable. 

The department of transportation and local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may cause
markers, buttons, or signs to be placed within or adjacent to intersections and thereby require and
direct that a different course from that specified in this section be traveled by vehicles, streetcars,
or trackless trolleys, turning at an intersection, and when markers, buttons, or signs are so placed,
no operator of a vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley shall turn such vehicle, streetcar, or trackless
trolley at an intersection other than as directed and required by such markers, buttons, or signs. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-35; 119 v 766(780), § 35; 124 v 514; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 135 v H 200.
Eff 9-28-73.
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§ 4511.37 Turning in roadway prohibited; exception for emergency or public safety 
vehicle. 

(A) Except as provided in division (B) of this section, no vehicle shall be turned so as to proceed in
the opposite direction upon any curve, or upon the approach to or near the crest of a grade, if
the vehicle cannot be seen within five hundred feet by the driver of any other vehicle
approaching from either direction.

(B) The driver of an emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle, when responding to an
emergency call, may turn the vehicle so as to proceed in the opposite direction. This division
applies only when the emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle is responding to an
emergency call, is equipped with and displaying at least one flashing, rotating, or oscillating
light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of five hundred feet to the
front of the vehicle, and when the driver of the vehicle is giving an audible signal by siren,
exhaust whistle, or bell. This division does not relieve the driver of an emergency vehicle or
public safety vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons and
property upon the highway. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-36; 119 v 766(781), § 36; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 145 v H 149. Eff 5-20-93.

§ 4511.41 Right-of-way at intersections. 

(A) When two vehicles, including any trackless trolley or streetcar, approach or enter an
intersection from different streets or highways at approximately the same time, the driver of
the vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle on the right.

(B) The right-of-way rule declared in division (A) of this section is modified at through highways
and otherwise as stated in Chapter 4511 of the Revised Code. 

HISTORY: 135 v H 995 (Eff 1-1-75); 136 v H 1. Eff 6-13-75. Analogous to former RC § 4511.41 (GC § 6307-
40; 119 v 766(782), § 40; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 128 v 1270), repealed 135 v H 995, eff 1-1-75.

§ 4511.42 Right of way when turning left. 

The operator of a vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley intending to turn to the left within an
intersection or into an alley, private road, or driveway shall yield the right of way to any vehicle,
streetcar, or trackless trolley approaching from the opposite direction, whenever the approaching
vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley is within the intersection or so close to the intersection, alley,
private road, or driveway as to constitute an immediate hazard. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-41; 119 v 766(782), § 41; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 130 v 1087 (Eff 6-27-63);
135 v H 995 (Eff 1-1-75); 137 v S 62. Eff 7-8-77.

§ 4511.43 Right-of-way at through highways; stop signs; yield signs

(A) Except when directed to proceed by a law enforcement officer, every driver of a vehicle or
trackless trolley approaching a stop sign shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none,
before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or, if none, then at the point
nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the
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intersecting roadway before entering it. After having stopped, the driver shall yield the right-of-
way to any vehicle in the intersection or approaching on another roadway so closely as to
constitute an immediate hazard during the time the driver is moving across or within the
intersection or junction of roadways.

(B) The driver of a vehicle or trackless trolley approaching a yield sign shall slow down to a speed
reasonable for the existing conditions and, if required for safety to stop, shall stop at a clearly
marked stop line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the
intersection, or, if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver
has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering it. After slowing
or stopping, the driver shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle or trackless trolley in the
intersection or approaching on another roadway so closely as to constitute an immediate
hazard during the time the driver is moving across or within the intersection or junction of
roadways. Whenever a driver is involved in a collision with a vehicle or trackless trolley in the
intersection or junction of roadways, after driving past a yield sign without stopping, the
collision shall be prima-facie evidence of the driver's failure to yield the right-of-way. 

HISTORY: 135 v H 995. Eff 1-1-75. Analogous to former RC § 4511.43 (GC § 6307-42; 119 v 766(782), § 42;
Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 126 v 1119; 128 v 1270), repealed 135 v H 995, § 2, eff 1-1-75. The
effective date is set by section 3 of HB 995.

§ 4511.431 Stop at sidewalk area. 

The driver of a vehicle or trackless trolley emerging from an alley, building, private road, or
driveway within a business or residence district shall stop the vehicle or trackless trolley
immediately prior to driving onto a sidewalk or onto the sidewalk area extending across the alley,
building entrance, road, or driveway, or in the event there is no sidewalk area, shall stop at the
point nearest the street to be entered where the driver has a view of approaching traffic thereon. 

HISTORY: 135 v H 995. Eff 1-1-75. The effective date is set by section 3 of HB 995.

§ 4511.432 Stop signs on private residential road or driveway. 

(A) The owner of a private road or driveway located in a private residential area containing twenty
or more dwelling units may erect stop signs at places where the road or driveway intersects
with another private road or driveway in the residential area, in compliance with all of the
following requirements: 

(1) The stop sign is sufficiently legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person and
meets the specifications of and is placed in accordance with the manual adopted by the
department of transportation pursuant to section 4511.09 of the Revised Code; 

(2) The owner has posted a sign at the entrance of the private road or driveway that is in plain
view and clearly informs persons entering the road or driveway that they are entering
private property, stop signs have been posted and must be obeyed, and the signs are
enforceable by law enforcement officers under state law. The sign required by division
(A)(2) of this section, where appropriate, may be incorporated with the sign required by
division (A)(2) of section 4511.211 of the Revised Code.
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(B) Division (A) of section 4511.43 and section 4511.46 of the Revised Code shall be deemed to
apply to the driver of a vehicle on a private road or driveway where a stop sign is placed in
accordance with division (A) of this section and to a pedestrian crossing such a road or
driveway at an intersection where a stop sign is in place. 

(C) When a stop sign is placed in accordance with division (A) of this section, any law
enforcement officer may apprehend a person found violating the stop sign and may stop and
charge the person with violating the stop sign.

(D) As used in this section, and for the purpose of applying division (A) of section 4511.43 and
section 4511.46 of the Revised Code to conduct under this section: 

(1)"Intersection" means: 

(a) The area embraced within the prolongation or connection of the lateral curb lines, or, if
none, then the lateral boundary lines of the roadways of two private roads or
driveways which join one another at, or approximately at, right angles, or the area
within which vehicles traveling upon different private roads or driveways joining at any
other angle may come in conflict.

(b) Where a private road or driveway includes two roadways thirty feet or more apart,
then every crossing of two roadways of such private roads or driveways shall be
regarded as a separate intersection.

(2) "Roadway" means that portion of a private road or driveway improved, designed, or
ordinarily used for vehicular travel, except the berm or shoulder. If a private road or
driveway includes two or more separate roadways, the term "roadway" means any such
roadway separately but not all such roadways collectively.

(3) "Owner" and "private residential area containing twenty or more dwelling units" have the
same meanings as in section 4511.211 of the Revised Code. 

HISTORY: 143 v H 171. Eff 5-31-90.

§ 4511.44 Right of way on public highway. 

The operator of a vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley about to enter or cross a highway from any
place other than another roadway shall yield the right of way to all traffic approaching on the
roadway to be entered or crossed. 
HISTORY: GC § 6307-43; 119 v 766(782), § 43; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 135 v H 995. Eff 1-1-75.
The effective date is set by section 3 of HB 995.

§ 4511.46 Pedestrian on crosswalk has right-of-way.

(A) When traffic control signals are not in place, not in operation, or are not clearly assigning the
right-of-way, the driver of a vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar shall yield the right-of-way,
slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield or if required by section 4511.132 of the
Revised Code, to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a crosswalk when the pedestrian is
upon the half of the roadway upon which the vehicle is traveling, or when the pedestrian is
approaching so closely from the opposite half of the roadway as to be in danger.
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(B) No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and walk or run into the path
of a vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar which is so close as to constitute an immediate
hazard.

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply under the conditions stated in division (B) of section
4511.48 of the Revised Code.

(D) Whenever any vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar is stopped at a marked crosswalk or at
any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the
driver of any other vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar approaching from the rear shall not
overtake and pass the stopped vehicle. 

HISTORY: 135 v H 995 (Eff 1-1-75); 143 v S 44. Eff 7-25-89. Analogous to former RC § 4511.46 (GC § 6307-
45; 119 v 766; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53), repealed 135 v H 995, § 2, eff 1-1-75.

§ 4511.48 Right of way yielded by pedestrian.

(A) Every pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other than within a marked crosswalk or
within an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection shall yield the right of way to all vehicles,
trackless trolleys, or streetcars upon the roadway.

(B) Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead
pedestrian crossing has been provided shall yield the right of way to all traffic upon the
roadway.

(C) Between adjacent intersections at which traffic control signals are in operation, pedestrians
shall not cross at any place except in a marked crosswalk.

(D) No pedestrian shall cross a roadway intersection diagonally unless authorized by official traffic
control devices; and, when authorized to cross diagonally, pedestrians shall cross only in
accordance with the official traffic control devices pertaining to such crossing movements.

(E) This section does not relieve the operator of a vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley from
exercising due care to avoid colliding with any pedestrian upon any roadway. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-46; 119 v 766(783), § 46; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 135 v H 995. Eff 1-1-75.
The effective date is set by section 3 of HB 995.

§ 4511.481 Intoxicated or drugged pedestrian hazard on highway. 

A pedestrian who is under the influence of alcohol or any drug of abuse, or any combination
thereof, to a degree which renders himself a hazard shall not walk or be upon a highway. 

HISTORY: 135 v H 995. Eff 1-1-75. The effective date is set by section 3 of HB 995.

§ 4511.61 Stop signs at grade crossings

The department of transportation and local authorities in their respective jurisdictions, with the
approval of the department, may designate dangerous highway crossings over railroad tracks
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whether on state, county, or township highways or on streets or ways within municipal
corporations, and erect stop signs thereat. When such stop signs are erected, the operator of any
vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley shall stop within fifty, but not less than fifteen, feet from the
nearest rail of the railroad tracks and shall exercise due care before proceeding across such grade
crossing. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-59; 119 v 766(786), § 59; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 127 v 887 (Eff 9-16-57);
135 v H 200 (Eff 9-28-73); 135 v S 171. Eff 10-31-73.

§ 4511.65 Through highways.

(A) All state routes are hereby designated as through highways, provided that stop signs, yield
signs, or traffic control signals shall be erected at all intersections with such through highways
by the department of transportation as to highways under its jurisdiction and by local
authorities as to highways under their jurisdiction, except as otherwise provided in this section.
Where two or more state routes that are through highways intersect and no traffic control
signal is in operation, stop signs or yield signs shall be erected at one or more entrances
thereto by the department, except as otherwise provided in this section. 

Whenever the director of transportation determines on the basis of an engineering and traffic
investigation that stop signs are necessary to stop traffic on a through highway for safe and
efficient operation, nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent such installations.
When circumstances warrant, the director also may omit stop signs on roadways intersecting
through highways under his jurisdiction. Before the director either installs or removes a stop
sign under this division, he shall give notice, in writing, of that proposed action to the affected
local authority at least thirty days before installing or removing the stop sign. 

(B) Other streets or highways, or portions thereof, are hereby designated through highways if they
are within a municipal corporation, if they have a continuous length of more than one mile
between the limits of said street or highway or portion thereof, and if they have "stop" or "yield"
signs or traffic control signals at the entrances of the majority of intersecting streets or
highways. For purposes of this section, the limits of said street or highway or portion thereof
shall be a municipal corporation line, the physical terminus of the street or highway, or any
point on said street or highway at which vehicular traffic thereon is required by regulatory signs
to stop or yield to traffic on the intersecting street, provided that in residence districts a
municipal corporation may by ordinance designate said street or highway, or portion thereof,
not to be a through highway and thereafter the affected residence district shall be indicated by
official traffic control devices. Where two or more through highways designated under this
division intersect and no traffic control signal is in operation, stop signs or yield signs shall be
erected at one or more entrances thereto by the department or by local authorities having
jurisdiction, except as otherwise provided in this section.

(C) The department or local authorities having jurisdiction need not erect stop signs at
intersections they find to be so constructed as to permit traffic to safely enter a through
highway without coming to a stop. Signs shall be erected at such intersections indicating that
the operator of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to or merge with all traffic proceeding on
the through highway.

(D) Local authorities with reference to highways under their jurisdiction may designate additional
through highways and shall erect stop signs, yield signs, or traffic control signals at all streets
and highways intersecting such through highways, or may designate any intersection as a
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stop or yield intersection and shall erect like signs at one or more entrances to such
intersection. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-63; 119 v 766(787), § 63; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 128 v 1270 (Eff 11-4-59);
131 v 1103 (Eff 10-15-65); 135 v H 200 (Eff 9-28-73); 136 v H 21 (Eff 12-30-75); 138 v H 290 (Eff 1-10-80);
143 v H 258. Eff 11-2-89.

§ 4511.68 Parking prohibitions.

No person shall stand or park a trackless trolley or vehicle, except when necessary to avoid
conflict with other traffic or to comply with sections 4511. 01 to 4511.78, inclusive, 4511.99, and
4513.01 to 4513.37, inclusive, of the Revised Code, or while obeying the directions of a police
officer or a traffic control device, in any of the following places:

(A) On a sidewalk, except a bicycle;

(B) In front of a public or private driveway;

(C) Within an intersection;

(D) Within ten feet of a fire hydrant;

(E) On a crosswalk;

(F) Within twenty feet of a crosswalk at an Intersection;

(G) Within thirty feet of, and upon the approach to, any flashing beacon, stop sign, or traffic control
device;

(H) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within thirty feet of points on the curb
immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless a different length is indicated by a
traffic control device;

(I) Within fifty feet of the nearest rail or a railroad crossing;

(J) Within twenty feet of a driveway entrance to any fire station and, on the side of the street
opposite the entrance to any fire station, within seventy-five feet of the entrance when it is
properly posted with signs;

(K) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when such standing or parking
would obstruct traffic;

(L) Alongside any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street;

(M) Upon any bridge or elevated structure upon a highway, or within a highway tunnel;

(N) At any place where signs prohibit stopping,

(O) Within one foot of another parked vehicle;

(P) On the roadway portion of a freeway, expressway, or thruway.
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HISTORY: GC § 6307-66; 119 v 766(788), § 66; 124 v 514; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 130 v 1087.
Eff 8-5-63.

§ 4511.681 Parking prohibitions on private property.

If an owner of private property posts on the property, in a conspicuous manner, a prohibition
against parking on the property or conditions and regulations under which parking is permitted, no
person shall do either of the following:

(A) Park a vehicle on the property without the owner's consent;

(B) Park a vehicle on the property in violation of any condition or regulation posted by the owner.

HISTORY: 139 v H 707 (Eff 1-1-83); 140 v H 112. Eff 10-4-84.

§ 4511.69 Parking near curb, facing direction of travel; locations and privileges for 
walking-impaired persons.

(A) Every vehicle stopped or parked upon a roadway where there is an adjacent curb shall be 
stopped or parked with the right-hand wheels of the vehicle parallel with and not more than 
twelve inches from the right-hand curb, unless it is impossible to approach so close to the 
curb; in such case the stop shall be made as close to the curb as possible and only for the time 
necessary to discharge and receive passengers or to load or unload merchandise. Local 
authorities by ordinance may permit angle parking on any roadway under their jurisdiction, 
except that angle parking shall not be permitted on a state route within a municipal corporation 
unless an unoccupied roadway width of not less than twenty-five feet is available for free-
moving traffic. 

(B) Local authorities by ordinance may permit parking of vehicles with the left-hand wheels 
adjacent to and within twelve inches of the left-hand curb of a one-way roadway. 

(C) No vehicle or trackless trolley shall be stopped or parked on a road or highway with the vehicle 
or trackless trolley facing in a direction other than the direction of travel on that side of the road 
or highway. 

(D)  Notwithstanding any statute or any rule, resolution, or ordinance adopted by any local 
authority, air compressors, tractors, trucks, and other equipment, while being used in the 
construction, reconstruction, installation, repair, or removal of facilities near, on, over, or under 
a street or highway, may stop, stand, or park where necessary in order to perform such work, 
provided a flagperson is on duty or warning signs or lights are displayed as may be prescribed 
by the director of transportation. 

(E) Special parking locations and privileges for persons with disabilities that limit or impair the 
ability to walk, also known as handicapped parking spaces or disability parking spaces, shall 
be provided and designated by all political subdivisions and by the state and all agencies and 
instrumentalities thereof at all offices and facilities, where parking is provided, whether owned, 
rented, or leased, and at all publicly owned parking garages. The locations shall be designated 
through the posting of an elevated sign, whether permanently affixed or movable, imprinted 
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with the international symbol of access and shall be reasonably close to exits, entrances, 
elevators, and ramps. All elevated signs posted in accordance with this division and division 
(C) of section 3781.111 [3781.11.1] of the Revised Code shall be mounted on a fixed or 
movable post, and the distance from the ground to the top edge of the sign shall measure five 
feet. If a new sign or a replacement sign designating a special parking location is posted on or 
after the effective date of this amendment, there also shall be affixed upon the surface of that 
sign or affixed next to the designating sign a notice that states the fine applicable for the 
offense of parking a motor vehicle in the special designated parking location if the motor 
vehicle is not legally entitled to be parked in that location. 

(F) (1) No person shall stop, stand, or park any motor vehicle at special parking locations 
provided under division (E) of this section or at special clearly marked parking locations 
provided in or on privately owned parking lots, parking garages, or other parking areas 
and designated in accordance with that division, unless one of the following applies: 

(a) The motor vehicle is being operated by or for the transport of a person with a disability 
that limits or impairs the ability to walk and is displaying a valid removable windshield 
placard or special license plates; 

(b) The motor vehicle is being operated by or for the transport of a handicapped person 
and is displaying a parking card or special handicapped license plates. 

(2) Any motor vehicle that is parked in a special marked parking location in violation of 
division (F)(1)(a) or (b) of this section may be towed or otherwise removed from the 
parking location by the law enforcement agency of the political subdivision in which the 
parking location is located. A motor vehicle that is so towed or removed shall not be 
released to its owner until the owner presents proof of ownership of the motor vehicle and 
pays all towing and storage fees normally imposed by that political subdivision for towing 
and storing motor vehicles. If the motor vehicle is a leased vehicle, it shall not be released 
to the lessee until the lessee presents proof that that person is the lessee of the motor 
vehicle and pays all towing and storage fees normally imposed by that political subdivision 
for towing and storing motor vehicles. 

(3) If a person is charged with a violation of division (F)(1)(a) or (b) of this section, it is an 
affirmative defense to the charge that the person suffered an injury not more than seventy-
two hours prior to the time the person was issued the ticket or citation and that, because of 
the injury, the person meets at least one of the criteria contained in division (A)(1) of 
section 4503.44 of the Revised Code. 

(G) When a motor vehicle is being operated by or for the transport of a person with a disability that 
limits or impairs the ability to walk and is displaying a removable windshield placard or a 
temporary removable windshield placard or special license plates, or when a motor vehicle is 
being operated by or for the transport of a handicapped person and is displaying a parking 
card or special handicapped license plates, the motor vehicle is permitted to park for a period 
of two hours in excess of the legal parking period permitted by local authorities, except where 
local ordinances or police rules provide otherwise or where the vehicle is parked in such a 
manner as to be clearly a traffic hazard. 
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(H) No owner of an office, facility, or parking garage where special parking locations are required 
to be designated in accordance with division (E) of this section shall fail to properly mark the 
special parking locations in accordance with that division or fail to maintain the markings of the 
special locations, including the erection and maintenance of the fixed or movable signs. 

(I) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a person or organization to apply for a 
removable windshield placard or special license plates if the parking card or special license 
plates issued to the person or organization under prior law have not expired or been 
surrendered or revoked. 

(J) As used in this section: 

(1) "Handicapped person" means any person who has lost the use of one or both legs or one 
or both arms, who is blind, deaf, or so severely handicapped as to be unable to move 
without the aid of crutches or a wheelchair, or whose mobility is restricted by a permanent 
cardiovascular, pulmonary, or other handicapping condition. 

(2) "Person with a disability that limits or impairs the ability to walk" has the same meaning as 
in section 4503.44 of the Revised Code. 

(3) "Special license plates" and "removable windshield placard" mean any license plates or 
removable windshield placard or temporary removable windshield placard issued under 
section 4503.41 or 4503.44 of the Revised Code, and also mean any substantially similar 
license plates or removable windshield placard or temporary removable windshield 
placard issued by a state, district, country, or sovereignty. 

HISTORY: GC §§ 6307-67; 119 v 766(789), §§ 67; 121 v 684; 124 v 514; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 
135 v H 200 (Eff 9-28-v H 48 (Eff 1-1-83); 139 v H 116 (Eff 7-5-82); 140 v H 174 (Eff 9-30-83); 142 v H 111 (Eff 
4-27-88); 144 v H 73 (Eff 9-25-91); 144 v S 98 (Eff 11-12-92); 145 v H 687 (Eff 1-1-95); 148 v H 148. Eff 10-
14-99. 

The effective date is set by section 3 of HB 148.

§ 4511.712 Obstructing passage of other vehicles. 

No driver shall enter an intersection or marked crosswalk or drive onto any railroad grade crossing
unless there is sufficient space on the other side of the intersection, crosswalk, or grade crossing
to accommodate the vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley he is operating without obstructing the
passage of other vehicles, streetcars, trackless trolleys, pedestrians, or railroad trains,
notwithstanding any traffic control signal indication to proceed. 

HISTORY: 135 v H 995. Eff 1-1-75. The effective date is set by section 3 of HB 995.

§ 4511.75 Stopping for school bus; signals. 

(A) The driver of a vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley upon meeting or overtaking from either
direction any school bus stopped for the purpose of receiving or discharging any school child,
person attending programs offered by community boards of mental health and county boards
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of mental retardation and developmental disabilities, or child attending a program offered by a
head start agency, shall stop at least ten feet from the front or rear of the school bus and shall
not proceed until such school bus resumes motion, or until signaled by the school bus driver to
proceed. 

It is no defense to a charge under this division that the school bus involved failed to display or
be equipped with an automatically extended stop warning sign as required by division (B) of
this section. 

(B) Every school bus shall be equipped with amber and red visual signals meeting the
requirements of section 4511.771 of the Revised Code, and an automatically extended stop
warning sign of a type approved by the state board of education, which shall be actuated by
the driver of the bus whenever but only whenever the bus is stopped or stopping on the
roadway for the purpose of receiving or discharging school children, persons attending
programs offered by community boards of mental health and county boards of mental
retardation and developmental disabilities, or children attending programs offered by head
start agencies. A school bus driver shall not actuate the visual signals or the stop warning sign
in designated school bus loading areas where the bus is entirely off the roadway or at school
buildings when children or persons attending programs offered by community boards of
mental health and county boards of mental retardation and developmental disabilities are
loading or unloading at curbside or at buildings when children attending programs offered by
head start agencies are loading or unloading at curbside. The visual signals and stop warning
sign shall be synchronized or otherwise operated as required by rule of the board. 

(C) Where a highway has been divided into four or more traffic lanes, a driver of a vehicle,
streetcar, or trackless trolley need not stop for a school bus approaching from the opposite
direction which has stopped for the purpose of receiving or discharging any school child,
persons attending programs offered by community boards of mental health and county boards
of mental retardation and developmental disabilities, or children attending programs offered by
head start agencies. The driver of any vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley overtaking the
school bus shall comply with division (A) of this section. 

(D) School buses operating on divided highways or on highways with four or more traffic lanes
shall receive and discharge all school children, persons attending programs offered by
community boards of mental health and county boards of mental retardation and
developmental disabilities, and children attending programs offered by head start agencies on
their residence side of the highway. 

(E) No school bus driver shall start the driver's bus until after any child, person attending programs
offered by community boards of mental health and county boards of mental retardation and
developmental disabilities, or child attending a program offered by a head start agency who
may have alighted therefrom has reached a place of safety on the child's or person's
residence side of the road. 

(F) As used in this section: 

(1) "Head start agency" has the same meaning as in division (A)(1) of section 3301.31 of the
Revised Code.

(2) School bus," as used in relation to children who attend a program offered by a head start
agency, means a bus that is owned and operated by a head start agency, is equipped with
an automatically extended stop warning sign of a type approved by the state board of
education, is painted the color and displays the markings described in section 4511.77 of
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the Revised Code, and is equipped with amber and red visual signals meeting the
requirements of section 4511.771 of the Revised Code, irrespective of whether or not the
bus has fifteen or more children aboard at any time. "School bus" does not include a van
owned and operated by a head start agency, irrespective of its color, lights, or markings. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-73; 119 v 766(790), § 73; 123 v 614; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 125 v 167 (Eff
10-2-53); 135 v H 995 (Eff 1-1-75); 136 v H 369 (Eff 8-29-75); 137 v S 389 (Eff 3-15-79); 138 v S 160 (Eff 10-
31-80); 140 v H 478 (Eff 3-28-85); 147 v H 618. Eff 3-22-99.

§ 4511.76 School bus construction, design, equipment, operation and licensing rules.

(A) The department of public safety, by and with the advice of the superintendent of public
instruction, shall adopt and enforce rules relating to the construction, design, and equipment,
including lighting equipment required by section 4511.771 of the Revised Code, of all school
buses both publicly and privately owned and operated in this state.

(B) The department of education, by and with the advice of the director of public safety, shall
adopt and enforce rules relating to the operation of all vehicles used for pupil transportation. 

(C) No person shall operate a vehicle used for pupil transportation within this state in violation of
the rules of the department of education or the department of public safety. No person, being
the owner thereof or having the supervisory responsibility therefor, shall permit the operation
of a vehicle used for pupil transportation within this state in violation of the rules of the
department of education or the department of public safety.

(D) The department of public safety shall adopt and enforce rules relating to the issuance of a
license under section 4511.763  of the Revised Code. The rules may relate to the moral
character of the applicant; the condition of the equipment to be operated; the liability and
property damage insurance carried by the applicant; the posting of satisfactory and sufficient
bond; and such other rules as the director of public safety determines reasonably necessary
for the safety of the pupils to be transported.

(E) As used in this section, "vehicle used for pupil transportation" means any vehicle that is
identified as such by the department of education by rule and that is subject to Chapter 3301-
83 of the Administrative Code. 

HISTORY: GC § 6307-74; 119 v 766(790), § 74; 122 v 284; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 126 v
392(412) (Eff 3-17-55); 129 v 1273 (Eff 10-26-61); 131 v 1105 (Eff 9-1-65); 132 v H 1 (Eff 2-21-67); 135 v H
995 (Eff 1-1-75); 144 v S 98 (Eff 11-12-92); 147 v S 60 (Eff 10-21-97); 149 v H 73. Eff 6-29-2001. The
effective date is set by section 16 of HB 73.

§ 4511.98 Warning signs as to increased penalties in construction zones. 

The director of transportation, board of county commissioners, or board of township trustees may
cause signs to be erected advising motorists that increased penalties apply for certain traffic
violations occurring on streets or highways in a construction zone. The increased penalties shall
be effective only when signs are erected in accordance with the guidelines and design
specifications established by the director under section 5501.27 of the Revised Code, and when a
violation occurs during hours of actual work within the construction zone. 
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HISTORY: 145 v H 247. Eff 5-1-95. The effective date is set by section 4 of HB 247.

§ 4513.40 Warning sign before safety device at street crossing. 

When a safety device has been installed in the traveled portion of a street at a railroad grade
crossing for the protection of the traveling public, the municipal corporation shall place a warning
sign not less than two hundred feet from the crossing. The driver of any vehicle shall place his
vehicle under control at the location of said warning signs so as to be able to bring said vehicle to
a complete stop at said safety device. Colliding with such safety device at the crossing is prima-
facie evidence that the driver is a reckless driver. 

HISTORY: GC § 591-1; 117 v 655; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 125 v 903(1026). Eff 10-1-53.

§ 4519.40 Prohibitions.

The applicable provisions of Chapters 4511. and 4549. of the Revised Code shall be applied to the
operation of snowmobiles and all purpose vehicles, except that no snowmobile, off-highway
motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle shall be operated as follows:

(A) On any limited access highway or freeway or the right-of-way thereof, except for emergency
travel only during such time and in such manner as the director of public safety shall
designate;

(B) On any private property, or in any nursery or planting area, without the permission of the
owner or other person having the right to possession of the property;

(C) On any land or waters controlled by the state, except at those locations where a sign has been
posted permitting such operation;

(D) On the tracks or right-of-way of any operating railroad;

(E) While transporting any firearm, bow, or other implement for hunting, that is not unloaded and
securely encased;

(F) For the purpose of chasing, pursuing, capturing, or killing any animal or wildfowl;

(G) During the time from sunset to sunrise, unless displaying lighted lights as required by section
4519.20 of the Revised Code.

HISTORY: 134 v H 214 (Eff 3-7-72); 138 v H 450 (Eff 5-29-80); 144 v S 98 (Eff 11-12-92); 147 v H 611 (Eff 7-
1-99); 148 v H 484. Eff 10-5-2000.

§ 4907.47 Installation of crossing signals; apportionment of cost; additional protective 
devices. 

(A) If, after public hearing as to the necessity for installing protective devices at a public railroad
highway grade crossing, written notice of which is published once a week for three
consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the crossing is
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located and is given the railroad and public authority involved at least thirty days in advance of
such hearing, it is the opinion of the public utilities commission that the public safety requires a
gate, automatic alarm bell, or other mechanical device to be erected and maintained at any
place where a public road or street is crossed at the same level by a railroad, and the crossing
has been declared by the commission to be so dangerous and hazardous as to require
additional protective devices, or the public safety requires that a flagman be stationed and
maintained at such crossing, the commission shall give the superintendent, manager, or other
officer in charge of such railroad a written order of what is required, and shall assign the cost
of installing any such device between the railroad and the public in any proportion it
determines proper that is consistent with any applicable federal requirements, after giving due
consideration to the factors listed in division (B) of this section. 

(B) In assigning the cost of any such device the commission shall consider factors of volume of
vehicular traffic, volume of train traffic, train type and speed, limitations of view and the causes
thereof, savings, if any, which will inure to the railroad as the result of the installation, benefits
to the public resulting from the reduction of hazard at the crossing, the probable cost of the
installation, the future cost to the railroad of maintaining any such device, and any other
special factors and conditions that the commission considers relevant. The commission may
accept a railroad's agreement to maintain the installation as being its share of the cost for the
protection. If any part of the cost is assigned to the public, it shall be apportioned to the state
agency or political subdivision having jurisdiction over such crossing, and may be paid from
any funds levied and made available for highway or street purposes; provided, that funds from
the grade crossing protection fund created by section 4907.472 of the Revised Code may be
used to pay the public's share of the cost. After the commission has issued an appropriate
order requiring that additional protective devices be installed by a specific date, which shall be
a reasonable time from the date of the order, the railroad concerned shall erect or install the
additional protective devices or station the flagman within the time prescribed by the order. If
the additional protective devices are not erected or installed within that time, the commission
may reduce or eliminate the amount of any funds in the grade crossing protection fund
obligated to pay the public's share of the costs relating to the erection, installation, and
maintenance of the additional protective devices and, consistent with any applicable federal
requirements, may assign to the railroad concerned any amount, up to one hundred per cent,
of the total amount of the costs of erecting, installing, and maintaining the additional protective
devices. 

Any person owning or operating a railroad and neglecting or refusing to erect or maintain such
gate, automatic alarm bell, or other mechanical device, or to maintain such flagman, when
required by the commission pursuant to this section or section 4907.471 of the Revised Code,
and after the commission has issued an appropriate order finding that the public funds will be
made available with respect to any protective device it has ordered installed, shall forfeit to the
state, for every such neglect or refusal, one thousand dollars, and in addition, shall forfeit one
thousand dollars for each day such neglect or refusal continues. 

HISTORY: RS § 247a; 86 v 367; 91 v 353; GC §§ 588, 589; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 129 v 313 (Eff
9-21-61); 135 v H 111 (Eff 7-26-73); 137 v S 221 (Eff 11-23-77); 141 v H 201 (Eff 7-1-85); 143 v H 111. Eff 10-
29-89.
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§ 4907.471 Survey to determine crossings with highest probability of accident; additional 
protective devices. 

(A) The public utilities commission shall survey all public crossings of railroads at grade, whether
on state, county, or township highways or on streets or ways within municipal corporations.
The commission shall devise a formula according to sound highway engineering practice for
determining the probability of accident at each such crossing and may include in the formula
factors representing volume of vehicular traffic, volume of train traffic, history of previous
accidents, train type and speed, limitations of view, intersection angle, number of tracks,
highway alignment, and such other special factors and conditions as are in its opinion
relevant. The commission shall submit the formula to the director of transportation, who shall
review it to ensure that it is consistent with applicable federal requirements. 

The commission shall classify all such public crossings according to that formula and shall
prepare a priority list for the protection of such crossings, giving highest priority to the
crossings at which the commission finds the highest probability of accident, and lowest priority
to the ones at which it finds the least probability of accident, provided that for the purposes of
this section the commission shall place first on the list any crossing that meets all of the
following criteria: 

(1) The crossing is at a section of railroad track that is being reactivated on or after May 1,
1990, and that has not been used for at least three years prior to the reactivation as
determined by the commission;

(2) The territory abutting the railroad's right-of-way for a distance of three hundred feet or
more has been improved with residences during the period of time the track was not being
used;

(3) The commission has designated the crossing as dangerous and hazardous under division
(A) of this section. 

The priority list shall be for the use of the commission in carrying out this section and sections
4907.47, 4907.474, and 4907.475 of the Revised Code and shall not be admissible in
evidence in any action to recover damages for negligence arising out of the use of such grade
crossings. The list shall be made available to the department of transportation for use in
carrying out sections 4511.61 and 4955.33 of the Revised Code. 

The survey shall be continuous, and after the original list is prepared, the commission may
change the respective priority ratings as it may from time to time determine. When new
crossings at grade are opened, the commission shall survey them and place them on the
priority list at such places as in its opinion the probability of accident at those crossings
warrants. 

The commission may, pursuant to the priority ratings established as provided in this section,
designate as dangerous and hazardous any railroad highway grade crossing it determines to
be in need of additional protective devices. With respect to a high priority crossing so
designated, the commission may negotiate with the railroad concerned, and with the state
agency or political subdivision having jurisdiction over the crossing, an agreement providing
for the installation at the crossing of appropriate luminous reflecting warning signs, luminous
flashing signals, crossing gates illuminated at night, or other protective devices. The number,
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type, and location of the signs, signals, gates, or other protective devices, which shall conform
with generally recognized national standards, shall be determined by agreement among the
commission, the railroad concerned, and the state agency or political subdivision. The
assignment of any part or all of the cost of the installation and subsequent maintenance of
such signs, signals, gates, or other protective devices to the railroad and to the state or the
political subdivisions shall be by the commission in any proportion it determines proper that is
consistent with any applicable federal requirements, after giving due consideration to the
factors listed in division (C) of this section. 

(B) In cases where the railroad does not agree that the installation of additional protective devices
is necessary, or where no agreement can be reached with the railroad as to the number, type,
or location of such devices or the proportion of cost to be assigned to the railroad, the
commission shall hold a public hearing as to the necessity for installing additional protective
devices at the crossing at issue. Written notice of the hearing shall be given to the railroad at
least thirty days in advance of the hearing, and notice of the hearing shall be published once a
week for three consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which
the crossing at issue is located. If, after the hearing, it is the opinion of the commission that the
public safety requires additional protective devices to be erected and maintained at the
crossing, the commission shall give the superintendent, manager, or other officer in charge of
the railroad a written order of the protective devices required and the date by which any action
shall be completed, and shall assign to the parties the cost of installing and maintaining the
protective devices in any proportion it determines proper that is consistent with any applicable
federal requirements, after giving due consideration to the factors listed in division (C) of this
section. 

(C) In assigning the cost of additional protective devices, the commission shall consider factors of
volume of vehicular traffic, volume of train traffic, train type and speed, limitations of view and
the causes thereof, savings, if any, which will inure to the railroad as the result of the
installation, benefits to the public resulting from the reduction of hazard at the crossing, the
probable cost of the installation, the future cost to the railroad of maintaining the devices, and
any other special factors and conditions that the commission considers relevant. The
commission may accept a railroad's agreement to maintain the additional protective devices
as being its share of the cost for the protection. If any part of the cost of installation is assigned
by the commission to the state agency or political subdivision having jurisdiction over the
crossing, that cost may be paid from any funds levied and made available for highway or street
purposes, provided that funds from the grade crossing protection fund created by section
4907.472 of the Revised Code may be used to pay the public's share of the cost. After the
commission has issued an appropriate order requiring that additional protective devices be
installed by a specific date, which shall be a reasonable time from the date of the order, the
railroad concerned shall erect or install the additional protective devices within the time
prescribed by the order. If the additional protective devices are not erected or installed within
that time, the commission may reduce or eliminate the amount of any funds in the grade
crossing protection fund obligated to pay the public's share of the costs relating to the erection,
installation, and maintenance of the additional protective devices and, consistent with any
applicable federal requirements, may assign to the railroad concerned any amount, up to one
hundred per cent, of the total amount of the costs of erecting, installing, and maintaining the
additional protective devices. 

HISTORY: RC § 5523.31, 129 v 582(945) (Eff 1-10-61); 135 v H 111 (Eff 7-26-73); 135 v H 200 (Eff 9-28-73);
137 v S 221 (Eff 11-23-77); 141 v H 201 (Eff 7-1-85); RC § 4907.47.1, 143 v H 111 (Eff 10-29-89); 144 v S 8
(Eff 5-21-91); 144 v H 248. Eff 11-28-91. 
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Analogous to former RC § 5524.01.

§ 4907.48 Regulation of crossing signals. 

All gates, bells, or devices erected under the direction of the public utilities commission shall be
built within the time, in the manner, and of materials approved by the commission. Such devices so
authorized shall be located in the highway or street on one or both sides of the railroad tracks, as
the commission deems the public safety requires. Such gates shall be so constructed that when
closed they obstruct or prevent passage across such railroad from the side on which a gate is
located. Such bell must be so constructed that it will ring before the approach of every train of cars
or locomotive within three hundred feet or more of such crossing, and continue to ring until such
train or locomotive has reached the crossing. A person shall be in charge of such gate who shall
close it at the approach of each train or locomotive and keep it open at all other times. If an
automatic bell or other mechanical device is required at such crossing, the railroad shall keep such
bell or device in good working order. For every neglect of duty imposed by this section such
railroad shall forfeit twenty-five dollars.

HISTORY: RS § 247b; 86 v 367; 91 v 353; GC § 590; 113 v 83; Bureau of Code Revision. Eff 10-1-53.

§ 4907.49 Dangerous crossings. 

When two or more railroads cross a public highway or street at a dangerous crossing, the
expenses incurred in the erection and maintenance of gates, bells, or other devices, and of
necessary gatekeepers or flagmen, and apportioned by the public utilities commission as railroad
expense, shall be shared equally by the railroads. 

Chapters 4901., 4903., 4905., 4907., 4909., 4921., and 4923. of the Revised Code do not prevent
the use of automatic bells or other mechanical devices by a railroad at a public crossing not
declared dangerous by the public utilities commission, nor do they prevent state, county, township,
or municipal officials from entering into an agreement with a railroad to pay all or part of the
expense of erecting a warning device. Any funds levied and made available for highways or street
purposes may be used to pay the public share of the cost under such an agreement. If a gate is
erected or a flagman is stationed and maintained by a railroad, either alone or pursuant to such an
agreement, the gate or flagman shall not be abandoned nor an automatic bell or other mechanical
device substituted for the gate or flagman, unless the commission consents to the abandonment
or substitution. 

HISTORY: 145 v S 75. Eff 10-20-94. 

Analogous to former RC § 4907.49 (RS § 247b; 86 v 367; 91 v 353; GC § 591; 113 v 83; 117 v 655; Bureau of
Code Revision, 10-1-53; 129 v 313; 130 v 1161), repealed 145 v H 250, § 2, eff 10-20-94.

§ 4907.52 Safety devices at grade crossings. 

When two railroads, a railroad and an interurban railroad or electric or street railway, two
interurban railroads, or a railroad or electric railway and a street or highway cross at grade, if, in
the opinion of the public utilities commission, public safety requires protection, the commission,
upon its own motion or upon complaint, after notice to the railroads interested and full
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investigation, may make an order requiring the railroads so intersecting and crossing to install
such devices as in the opinion of the commission will properly protect such crossing. 

The commission may make any other orders regulating the speed and running of trains or of cars
and the switching of cars over such crossing or street, and it shall apportion the expense of
installation or maintenance of such devices between the railroad companies whose tracks are thus
protected. 

HISTORY: RS § 247e; 92 v 315; 99 v 390, § 2; GC §§ 594, 595; Bureau of Code Revision. Eff 10-1-53.

§ 4951.02 Grant of right to construct. 

The right to construct or extend a street railway within or beyond the limits of a municipal
corporation may be granted only by its legislative authority by ordinance. The right to construct
such street railway without the limits of a municipal corporation may be granted only by the board
of county commissioners by an order entered on its journal. 

The legislative authority or the board may fix the conditions upon which such street railways may
be constructed, operated, extended, and consolidated. 

HISTORY: RS § 3443; RS Bates § 1536-183; 66 v 140; 67 v 10; 96 v 31, § 29; GC §§ 9101, 9113; Bureau of
Code Revision. Eff 10-1-53.

§ 4951.14 Acquisition or appropriation for crossings. 

Whenever it is deemed necessary by a majority of the board of directors of a street railway
company to cross the streets, avenues, alleys, ways, or any part thereof, of any municipal
corporation or any public highway outside of a municipal corporation, the legislative authority of
such municipal corporation, or the public officers owning or having charge of such highways
outside of municipal corporations, may agree with such company as to the manner and mode of
such crossing and the compensation to be paid for it. If the parties fail to agree, such company
may proceed in accordance with sections 163.01 to 163.22, inclusive, of the Revised Code. In its
final order the court shall fix the manner and mode of such crossing. Upon compliance with such
decree, the company may construct and maintain such crossing in accordance with the order in
said cause.

HISTORY: GC § 9118-1; 101 v 375; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 131 v 1201. Eff 1-1-66.

§ 4955.201 Abandonment of track; restoration of roadway.

(A) If the interstate commerce commission approves the abandonment of a railroad track that
crosses a road or highway at grade, the railroad that owned the track immediately after the
approval of the abandonment shall remove the track at the crossing and fill the space
previously occupied by the rails with the same material that comprises the road or highway at
the crossing. Upon completion of the work, the surface of the crossing where the rails
previously were located shall be the same height as the surface of the road or highway
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abutting the crossing. The restored portion of the road or highway shall meet the construction
standards applicable to the road or highway of which the restored portion is a part.

(B) No railroad shall fail to remove from a crossing the rails that comprise a track whose
abandonment has been approved or fail to fill the space previously occupied by the rails as
required by division (A) of this section.

§ 4955.33 Crossbuck signs; additional reflective signs; experimental signs.

At all points where its railroad crosses a public road at a common grade, each company shall erect
crossbuck signing at positions at each such crossing that are in accordance with the department of
transportation manual for uniform traffic control devices, adopted under section 4511.09 of the
Revised Code, to give notice of the proximity of the railroad and warn persons to be on the lookout
for the locomotive. Any such signing that has been or is erected in accordance with this section
may lawfully be continued in use until it is replaced. A company that neglects or refuses to comply
with this section is liable in damages for all injuries that occur to persons or property from such
neglect or refusal. 

Each crossbuck sign also shall be accompanied by an additional sign consisting of three panels,
with the middle panel bearing the word "yield" spelled vertically. The front and rear faces of the
crossbuck sign and of the three panels of the additional sign shall be coated or treated with a
reflective material, and if the crossbuck sign and additional sign are mounted on a vertical girder or
post, the girder or post also shall be coated or treated with a reflective material. The director, after
consultation with those persons knowledgeable in the area of railroad-highway grade crossing
safety as he may select, shall determine specifications for the crossbuck sign, additional sign,
girder, or post, and for the reflectiveness of the reflective material described in this section. 

The director of transportation may erect experimental signs at certain crossings in lieu of the
above required signing, for the purpose of conducting research for the development of better
signing systems. The erection of such a sign by the director at a particular crossing relieves the
railroad company from any liability in damages that might otherwise arise under this section at the
crossing. 

With the prior approval of the director, a railroad company or local authority may erect
experimental signs and warning devices at a crossing in lieu of the above required signing, for the
purpose of conducting research for the development of better warning signing systems and
devices. Such signs and warning devices may be erected on either an interim or permanent basis,
as determined by the director, and the erection in accordance with this section of such signs and
warning devices at a particular crossing relieves the railroad company or local authority from any
liability in damages that might otherwise arise under this section at the crossing. 

HISTORY: RS § 3323; S&C 279; 50 v 274, §18; GC § 8852; 113 v 27; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 127
v 887 (Eff 9-16-57); 135 v H 200 (Eff 9-28-73); 135 v S 567 (Eff 6-29-74); 143 v H 258 (Eff 11-2-89); 144 v H
648. Eff 1-1-95. The provisions of § 7 of HB 685 [Eff 3-30-95] (145 v-) read as follows: 

SECTION 7. That Section 3 of Sub. H.B. 648 of the 119th General Assembly be amended to read as follows: 

"Sec. 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this act shall take effect one year after the specifications for the crossbuck sign
and its related elements as described in section 4955.33 of the Revised Code as amended by this act are
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adopted by the director of transportation in accordance with the Ohio manual of traffic control devices for
streets and highways required by section 4511.09 of the Revised Code."

§ 5501.27 Rules for warning signs as to increased penalties in construction zones. 

The director of transportation shall adopt rules governing the posting of signs advising motorists
that increased penalties apply for certain traffic violations occurring on streets or highways in a
construction zone. The rules shall include guidelines to determine which areas are appropriate to
the posting of such signs. The guidelines may include consideration of the following: the duration
of the work on the street or highway, the proximity of workers to moving traffic, the existence of any
unusual or hazardous conditions, the volume of traffic on the street or highway, and any other
appropriate factors. The director shall formulate design specifications for the signs advising
motorists of the increased penalties. For purposes of traffic violation penalties, nothing in this
section is intended to conflict with any standard set forth in the federal manual of uniform traffic
control devices for streets and highways. 

As used in this section and in section 4511.98 of the Revised Code, "construction zone" means
that lane or portion of street or highway open to vehicular traffic and adjacent to a lane, berm, or
shoulder of a street or highway within which lane, berm, or shoulder construction, reconstruction,
resurfacing, or any other work of a repair or maintenance nature, including public utility work, is
being conducted, commencing with the point where the first worker or piece of equipment is
located and ending where the last worker or piece of equipment is located. 

HISTORY: 145 v H 247. Eff 11-1-94.

§ 5591.42 Carrying capacity of bridges; warning notice. 

The board of county commissioners together with the county engineer or an engineer to be
selected by the board, or the director of transportation, may ascertain the safe carrying capacity of
the bridges on roads or highways under their jurisdiction. Where the safe carrying capacity of any
such bridge is ascertained and found to be less than the load limit prescribed by sections 5577.01
to 5577.12 of the Revised Code, warning notice shall be conspicuously posted near each end of
the bridge. The notice shall caution all persons against driving on the bridge a loaded conveyance
of greater weight than the bridge's carrying capacity. 

HISTORY: RS § 4944; S&C 193; 66 v 90; GC § 7572; 101 v 220; 119 v 182; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-
53; 135 v H 200 (Eff 9-28-73); 139 v S 114 (Eff 10-27-81); 143 v H 258. Eff 11-2-89.
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