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The “Ohio Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and
Highways” (2003 OMUTCD) has been established to provide a safe, uniform and
efficient system of traffic control devices on all public streets, roads and highways
within the State of Ohio. This Manual was prepared pursuant to Section 4511.09
of the Ohio Revised Code (see Appendix B2). Standards described within this
Manual may also be used by private agencies on facilities they control. In fact, it is
recommended that such be done to encourage uniformity in the meaning of traffic
control devices throughout the State. 

This Manual is in substantial conformance with the 2000 edition of the “Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways” (MUTCD) as
published by the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and updated with Revision 1 on December 28, 2001. Most
of the text of the OMUTCD is identical to that of the national MUTCD, while some
has been modified to meet State laws or to more closely reflect conditions and
policies in Ohio. References in this Manual to State Statutes should be understood
to refer to the Ohio Revised Code (O.R.C.).

Text in this Manual that is different from that in the MUTCD is shown using
Arial font. For example, the text on this page is in Arial font. Text based on the
MUTCD (except for Figures and Tables) is shown using Times New Roman font.
See the address for AASHTO on the next age for an example of Times New
Roman font (the web address for AASHTO is in Arial).

This Manual uses a dual system of units, showing both Metric and
English units. In Ohio, English units are the preferred system and Metric
units are not used on traffic control signs. A reminder note has been included
in the footer for each chapter.

Detail drawings for traffic control signs, along with supplemental details
pertaining to standard signs and guide signs, can be found in the “Sign Design
Manual” published by the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT).

The OMUTCD, the ODOT “Traffic Engineering Manual” (TEM), and other
ODOT publications are available from the ODOT website at www.dot.state.oh.us/
drrc/. Contact information for ordering the OMUTCD is provided on page ii.

Improved designs and devices, signs for special applications, and variations
from standard sign designs and sizes which may be developed after the
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publication date of this Manual, may be used in research or on an experimental
basis. However, all such research and/or experimentation with new designs
should be coordinated through ODOT.

Addresses for Publications Referenced in the OMUTCD

American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO)
444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 225
Washington, DC 20001
web address: www.aashto.org

American Railway Engineering and Maintenance-of-Way Association
8201 Corporate Dr., Suite 1125
Landover, MD 20785-2230
web address: www.arema.org

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
400 Seventh St., SW, HOTO
Washington, DC  20590
web address: www.fhwa.dot.gov
web address for the MUTCD: http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/

Illuminating Engineering Society
120 Wall Street, Floor 17
New York, NY 10005
web address: www.iesna.org

Institute of Makers of Explosives
1120 19th St., NW, Suite 310
Washington, DC 20036-3605
web address: www.ime.org

Institute of Transportation Engineers
1099 14th St., NW, Suite 300 West
Washington, DC 20005
web address: www.ite.org

National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances
107 S. West St., #110
Alexandria, VA 22314
web address: www.ncutlo.org
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Office of Transportation Operations
Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW
Washington, DC 20590
web address: www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/traffic/

Transportation Research Board
The National Academies
2101 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20418
web address: www.nationalacademies.org/trb/

U.S. Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board 
(The U. S. Access Board)
1331 F Street, NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20004-1111
web address: www.access-board.gov
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