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211th Annual Local Government Officialsô Conference

ODOT has approximately 

5500 full-time employees 

and is comprised of Central 

Office and 12 districts. 

The Ohio Department of  Transportation
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Average  Ohio Annual Snowfall
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Snow and Ice Control
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Weather Fatalities

* Hurricane (0)

* Tornado (1.1)

* Lightning (1.2)

* Cold (1.3)

* Wind (2.2)

* Flood (3.6)

Snow & Ice Crashes

Ohio's Annual Weather Related Fatalities

* Based on 10 year average (1997-2006)
NOAA National Weather Service data.

(52.6) Based on 10 year average (1997-2006) 
Ohio Department of Public Safety data.
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ODOTôs Effective 
Storm Management Plan

Southwest Ohio Snow Conference 2010

1.Timely Assessments 

2.Proper Adjustments

3.Flexible Operations Strategy
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ODOT Storm Management:

Southwest Ohio Snow Conference 2010

1. S&I Assessment & Response Team 

2. Control Columbus Radio Dispatch 

3. Buckeye Traffic

4. Incident Management Playbook 

5. Established Chain-of-Command
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2 Questions Every Winter Maintenance 
Manager Wants to Know: 

Southwest Ohio Snow Conference 2010

ñWhat am I Going to 

Get and When am I 

Going to  Get it?ò
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ñWhat Am I Going To Get?ò
Storm Composition

Å Precipitation Type?

Å Intensity?

Å Wind?

ñWhen Am I Going To Get It?ò
Storm Timing

Å Begins?

Å Changes?

Å Ends?
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N/W Low Pressure Systems
(Alberta Clippers)
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Alberta Clippers

Southwest Ohio Snow Conference 2010

N/W Air Flow

ÅAll Snow

ÅFast Moving

ÅLess Accumulation

ÅBlowing & Drifting 

ÅWhiteouts Possible
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Major Storms ïGulf or Pacific Lows

L L L
L

L

Southwest Ohio Snow Conference 2010



13

S/W  Air Flow

ÅWarmer Air 

ÅWarmer Water

ÅMixes w/ Cold Air  

North

ÅHeavier Snow

ÅWetter Snow

ÅSleet

ÅFreezing Rain

ÅWintry Mix

Major Storms ïGulf or Pacific Lows

Southwest Ohio Snow Conference 2010
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29
N/E Air Flow

ÅEast Coast Low

ÅUsually Light 

Accumulation

ÅUsuallyAffects 

Eastern Half. 

ÅWatch Wind 

Direction & Dew 

Point

Atlantic Northeastern Lows 

Southwest Ohio Snow Conference 2010
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Lake Effect Snows

Southwest Ohio Snow Conference 2010
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