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MEETING SUMMARY 

 

Date:   March 13, 2013     

Time:   9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  

Location: Ohio Department of Transportation  

Speakers:  Scott Phinney, Ohio Department of Transportation 
  Susan Daniels, Lawhon & Associates 

Heather Bowden, Ohio Department of Transportation 

Handouts:   
Bike Corridor Map 
Agenda   
PowerPoint Presentation 
     

 
 

Sara Walton, Ohio Department of Transportation 
 
Format: PowerPoint Presentation  
 
Meeting Attendees:  
See attached list  
 
Project Team Attendees: 
Scott Phinney, Ohio Department of Transportation 
Heather Bowden, Ohio Department of Transportation 
Andrew Hurst, Ohio Department of Transportation 

Sara Walton, Ohio Department of Transportation 
Susan Daniels, Access Ohio Study Team 

 
 

SUMMARY (see attached PowerPoint presentation)

Introduction: 
Susan Daniels, Access Ohio Study Team member, opened the meeting by explaining her role in the Access 
Ohio plan and leading the introductions.  Scott Phinney, Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Planning 
Administrator, gave a brief overview of Access Ohio and the corridor concept.  He asked all the meeting 
participants to keep in mind that ODOT is approaching bicycle planning from a statewide perspective.  ODOT 
wants to build off the work completed by locals and Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs).   
 
Bike Corridor Identification: 
Heather Bowden discussed the connectivity and classification criteria that determine bicycle corridor prioritization 
between national, statewide primary, and statewide secondary.  Next, Heather explained how the corridors were 
established.  The first step was identifying centroids, urbanized areas with a population of at least 50,000.  The 
second step was connecting each centroid.  The third step involved selecting specific routes for each link.  The 
fourth step involved using a bicycle LOS model to ensure off-road facilities were given priority over on-road 
facilities.  The final step for bicycle corridor identification was labeling the routes.  The route numbers for the 
national routes were selected by AASHTO.   
 

Bike Corridor Meeting 
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Following the presentation there was a brief question and answer session: 
 Does ODOT have traffic counts on the local road system? 

o Scott answered that ODOT only has counts on the state system, but that there are some spot 
counts in ODOT’s statewide model. He said it varies how much information ODOT has in-hand 
for local routes. 

 What is Level of Service? What does that mean with regard to bike facilities?  
o Heather answered that the model used is a bike LOS model.  The LOS model uses traffic 

data, roadway geometry, speeds, and Average Daily Traffic (ADT) to rate each roadway for 
biking suitability.   

 Does the LOS model for bike facilities account for grade?  
o Heather answered that the model does not account for grade. It must be field verified. 

 How is AO40 addressing state highway routes that are important for local bicycle facilities? What is the 
process for getting these issues addressed in planning for those roads?  

o Scott answered that the local district (and MPO, if applicable) can coordinate with the locals 
when they are planning road improvements in order to consider this issue. The attendee asked 
that some kind of statement to this effect be included in the AO40 plan document, noting that 
the ODOT district might say they cannot take it into account if it isn’t in the AO40 plan. 

 Did ODOT take into account Adventure Cycling’s maps?  
o Heather answered that ODOT has that information, but that Adventure Cycling has been 

working with AASHTO and will be updating their maps based upon the designations that the 
state develops. 
 

AASHTO National Bike Routes: 
Heather showed an AASHTO map of all national bike routes and explained the process of designating the 
routes.   Specifically, she detailed the progress made on AASHTO Bike Route 50.   
 
Breakout Session Reporting: 
Heather asked the room to work in two separate groups for the discussion portion of the meeting.  Both 
sets of discussion items were reviewed prior to the start of the discussion.   
 
Group Discussion - Do the links make sense? Are any missing? 
Group 1 
 Add Scioto River corridor from Columbus to Portsmouth 
 Add corridor from Great Miami to Wilmington to Circleville 
 More direct connection from Mansfield to Sandusky 
 Connection into PA from Youngstown via an existing trail  
 A second corridor west of the proposed 21/25 corridor in southwest Ohio (separate 21 and 25?) 
 Consider moving route 40 farther south in Crawford County to make a more direct E-W connection 
 Consider using the Lincoln Highway corridor for bike route 40 
 Consider population cyclist destinations not just populations centers, like state parks, etc. 
 Graphically, consider showing how this proposed statewide system connects to the local system, or at 

minimum, show destinations to help the reader understand what is shown. 
Group 2 
 Adjustments to bike routes through Tuscarawas County and Lorain County 
 Corridor along the lake (scenic) 
 Corridor needed from Columbus to Portsmouth 
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 Incorporate bike path names into some maps 
 Develop more cross border connections on the south side of the state 
 More direct route between Columbus and Delaware 

 
In summary, both groups presented their ideas on missing links and suggestions on different routes.  There were 
questions about the availability of the map electronically.   Heather answered that the intent of Access Ohio is to 
upload these maps to the website and hopefully utilize ODOT’s new online GIS program to get this information to 
the public.   
 
Group Discussion - What should be the priority for working to designate the national route? 
Group 1 
 Route Priorities 

o Route 50 (now underway) 
o Route 21 
o Route 25 
o Route 30 
o Route 40 

Group 2  
 Route Priorities 

o Route 50 (now underway) 
o Route 21 
o Route 25 
o Route 30 
o Route 40 

 
In summary, both groups agreed to the same national route designation priority.  Heather added that the process 
of designating all national routes will take a considerable amount of time.   
 
Wrap-Up: 
Sara concluded the meeting by providing a review of the meeting goals and explaining the next steps for the bike 
corridors which include revising the map and utilizing the public involvement website to provide the public an 
opportunity to comment on the bike corridors.  There were several comments made about how to best present 
the information to the public including: showing destinations or local connections on the maps to show how the 
statewide system interfaces with the local system and better explain the implications of being designated as a 
national bike route.   
    





 

www.access.ohio.gov 

 
 

 

AGENDA 
 

Date:   March 13, 2013 

Time:   9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Location: ODOT – Central Office Room 3A 

Handouts:  PowerPoint Slides 
  Bike Corridor Map 
 

Speakers:  Scott Phinney, ODOT 
  Heather Bowden, ODOT 
  Sara Walton, ODOT 
 
Facilitator: Susan Daniels, Lawhon & 

Associates, Inc.  
    
 

1. Welcome & Introduction     9:30 a.m. – 9:40 a.m. 
Susan Daniels, Lawhon & Associates 

2. Presentation                                             9:40 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. 
Scott Phinney, ODOT 

Heather Bowden, ODOT 

3. Break                                                     10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
 

4. Group Discussion  Issue 1                            10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 
 

5. Report Out                                                     10:45a.m. – 10:55 a.m. 
 

6. Group Discussion Issue 2                            10:55 a.m. – 11:05 a.m. 

 
7. Report Out                                                     11:05a.m. – 11:15 a.m. 

 

8. Wrap Up / Next Steps          11:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Sara Walton, ODOT 

Bike Corridor Meeting
13 March 2013
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 Purpose
– Review the analysis completed to-date and ensure ODOT 

didn’t miss anything major because the next step is 
releasing this information to the public

– Gain your support on designating the national bicycle 
routes

Why are we here?

Bike Corridors Presentation March 13, 2013
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Access Ohio 

 Inform transportation investment decision makers of 
current system conditions; and
 Guide transportation investment strategies;
 Support economic development and stewardship in 

the state

Bike Corridors Presentation March 13, 2013
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Corridors

What are Corridors 
– Corridors are an extensive and integrated multi-modal 

transportation network affording Ohioans the accessibility 
and mobility needed to move people and goods throughout 
Ohio.

– Corridors subdivide Ohio’s transportation networks into 
origins and destinations to facilitate analysis and discussion. 

– Corridors are multimodal!!

Bike Corridors Presentation March 13, 2013
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Corridors

Bike Corridors Presentation

 Transportation Modes to be Analyzed
– Aviation
– Bicycle
– Highway
– Maritime
– Rail
– Transit
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Bike Corridors
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Bike Corridors

Bike Corridors Presentation

Bike Criteria
Corridor 

Classification Classification Connectivity

National AASHTO US Bike Route 
System

Connect population centers, 
both in Ohio and surrounding states

Statewide Primary Ohio's Bike Trunk Route 
System

Connect Ohio US Census 
Designated Urban 

Areas that are 50,000 in population 
or greater

Statewide 
Secondary To be determined by MPOs and statewide planning process

AND

March 13, 2013
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How Corridors were established
1. Centroids
2. Links
3. Routes
4. Level of service
5. Label the routes

Corridor ID Process

Bike Corridors Presentation March 13, 2013
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Centroids

Centroids were 
defined as any 
population 
center greater 
than 50,000

Bike Corridors Presentation March 13, 2013
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Links

Bike Corridors Presentation

Links were 
added to 
connect the 
centroids…

March 13, 2013
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Routes

Bike Corridors Presentation

Routes were 
defined based 
on LOS…

March 13, 2013
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Level of Service

Bike Corridors Presentation

Criteria
 Shoulder 

Width
 Lane width
 Pavement 

conditions
 Speed limits
 Car and 

truck 
volumes

 Existing bike 
facilities

March 13, 2013
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Bike Corridors

Bike Corridors Presentation March 13, 2013
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Bike Corridors

 Routes (Corridors)

Bike Corridors Presentation Mar, 2013
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Bike Corridors

Bike Corridors Presentation Mar, 2013
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Group Discussion Issue 1

Issue 1:
 Do the current links make sense?
 Are there links missing per the criteria?

Remember: Statewide lens, long distance travel, and 
connectivity to urban centers

Bike Corridors Presentation March 13, 2013
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Issue 2:
 Please rank the priority for designating the 

National routes.

Group Discussion Issue 2

Bike Corridors Presentation March 13, 2013
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Conclusions

 Meeting goals
– Build consensus on the work done to-date on 

bicycle corridors
– Prioritize the designation of national bike routes

Bike Corridors Presentation March 13, 2013
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Next Steps

Next Steps:
1. Finalize conceptual routes
2. Develop criteria for field verification
3. Continue to develop and advance the 

process for designating national routes 

Bike Corridors Presentation March 13, 2013
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