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An open house public involvement meeting was conducted on July 7, 2011, from
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at the Ashtabula Township Administrative Offices located at
2718 North Ridge Road East, Ashtabula Township, Ashtabula, Ohio. The
purpose of this open house public meeting was to present and discuss the
project with local residents, business owners, the general public, and public
officials and solicit public comments regarding the proposed project and any
potential social, economic and/or environmental impacts associated with the
proposed project.

Representatives from ODOT District 4 and the design and environmental
consultants were available to discuss the project and address questions at the
open house public involvement meeting. Preliminary plans and maps showing
the proposed improvements were on display. In addition, detailed environmental
studies completed to date were displayed, including studies involving ecological
resources, archaeology, history/architecture, noise, air quality and hazardous
material site assessments.

The general public was informed of the open house public involvement meeting
by local newspapers, The Ashtabula Star Beacon and Jefferson Gazette,
resulting from a news release by the ODOT District 4 Office of Public Information
on June 22, 2011. Public officials and property owners were invited to attend the
open house public involvement meeting by ODOT District 4 correspondence,
dated June 23, 2011.

The open house public involvement meeting was attended by 21 people. An
informational handout was provided to all attendees along with a comment form
for written comments. Oral comments and questions were addressed by
representatives from ODOT and the design and environmental consultants.
During the open house public involvement meeting and the public comment
period that concluded on July 27, 2011, four (4) written comments were received
regarding the project. A copy of the meeting sign-in sheets and written
comments received are included in Attachment A of this document.
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The comment form provided at the open house public involvement meeting asked
respondents to summarize their opinion of the project in one of three statements:

Opinion # of Respondents*
I/We support the proposed improvements 1
I/We oppose the proposed improvements 2

*n = 3 (Three respondents chose a statement. One respondent did not choose a statement )

The following is a summary of the 4 received written comments and responses to the
comments.
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No. | Comment | Response
Stephanie Simmons (comment sheet) 07-28-110
1 | Opposes the proposed improvements. 1. The existing conditions with the lack of left
turning lanes increases crash rates. This
1. Ifeel this is huge waste of section of US 20 ranks in the top 200
State funds. There is no locations statewide (#75 in 2002 and #21
reason to have a turning lane in 2009) for crash rate. Crashes are
for Wal-Mart. Traffic does not predominately related to turning vehicles.
warrant this lane These crashes mostly include angle
2. Furthermore, in constructing crashed related to driveways, rear end and
this lane, it would cause 2 passing sideswipes related to left turning
possibly 3 businesses to go vehicles blocking the center lanes. A two
out of business. | don't way left turn lane will improve safety along
understand why this would the entire length of the proposed widening
even be an option. Closing 3 project providing a dedicated lane for left
businesses to help another is turning vehicles to separate left turn
totally stupid. Especially since movements from the through traffic lanes.
this idea will only cause more Providing left turn lanes at the signalized
accidents and not less. The intersection will improve safety by aligning
only reason | can see for Wal- the left turn lanes so opposing traffic does
Mart wanting this turning lane not block the view of oncoming traffic.
is to put their competitor Dollar 2. The purpose of this project is to improve
General out of business. In motorist and pedestrian safety regardless
doing this they also put M&R of what business generates traffic. The
Trailer Sales and Top Nails out road widening will benefit motorists and
of business. pedestrians traveling to and from all
3. | say scrap this project and commercial and residential driveways and
use the money for better use. side streets along the corridor by improving
We do not need a turning lane. safety for turning vehicles and pedestrians
with the installation of the two way left turn
lane and sidewalks. Wal-Mart is not a
sponsor of this project nor have they been
involved with the design of the project. The
project has no funding from private
sources. Federal and State monies are
funding the project. To meet the purpose
and need of this project, two businesses
(Top Nails and M&R Trailer Sales) are
proposed to be be relocated to construct
the project and may be eligible for
relocation benefits.
3. Comment noted.
William & Linnell Lilac (comment sheet) 07-21-20110
2 | Opposes the proposed improvements. 1. ODOT has further evaluated the project
impacts on your property with respect to
1. You will put us out of business, meeting the purpose and need for this
but we are small so | guess project. Itis proposed that your garage be
you do not care. | will not be removed, so your business (M&R Trailer
able to use by front door Sales) may be eligible for relocation
because the road and benefits. The effects of acquiring temporary
sidewalk will be too close. and permanent right-of-way from your
That is the only place | can property will be discussed as part of the
take large things out of my acquisition process.
house. 2. Throughout the project limits, evidence of
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No.

Comment

Response

You do not maintain sidewalks
anyway, so why do we need
them? I've been here almost
34 years and we've never had
them. There’s not even a
wear mark in my grass.
Widening of the road will not
do away with accidents, it will
only make them worse.
Someone will get killed, mark
my word. We do not need a
raceway here and that is what
it will be. The accidents here
are caused by careless people
not road conditions.

We do not have a problem
with standing water at our
house.

| see no reason to take down
my garage, or take over my
driveway. | have 2 entrances
to my driveway for a reason.
One will not work,

| am very much against this
project. Lives are going to be
lost, businesses are going to
be forced to closed and | find
state people DO NOT CARE.
This widening of US 20 will
only benefit Wal-Mart and no
one else. They put lots of
small businesses out of
business and you keep on
supporting them. America was
built on small businesses.
They are the backbone of our
country. You're letting large
businesses take over our
country and run us out of
business, their doing away
with our jobs. Look what'’s
happening to this country and
you're letting it happen. | just
wonder who's getting the pay-
off on this project. your
spending 3.6 million dollars on
something that is not needed
instead of on more important
things.

As far as easements aren’t
you getting carried away. You
do not need that much room
and | feel you are trying to take
advantage of us. It should be
taken off both sides of the road

pedestrian activity exists with worn paths
along grass areas. Sidewalks are proposed
along US 20 as part of the project based
on this evidence. To be effective, the
sidewalks must connect the entire project
length and not only the areas where worn
paths are evident. It has been shown that
sidewalk installations actually improve
property values.

The existing conditions with the lack of left
turning lanes increases crash rates. This
section of US 20 ranks in the top 200
locations statewide (#75 in 2002 and #21
in 2009) for crash rate. Crashes are
predominately related to turning vehicles.
These crashes mostly include angle
crashed related to driveways, rear end and
passing sideswipes related to left turning
vehicles blocking the center lanes. A two
way left turn lane will improve safety along
the entire length of the proposed widening
project providing a dedicated lane for left
turning vehicles to separate left turn
movements from the through traffic lanes.
Providing left turn lanes at the signalized
intersection will improve safety by aligning
the left turn lanes so opposing traffic does
not block the view of oncoming traffic.
Drainage improvements are proposed
throughout the project area. Standing water
or drainage issues were not identified
along this property, however, a new
drainage system is proposed in a new
location due to the proposed widened
pavement.

As discussed above, ODOT has further
evaluated the project impacts on your
property with respect to meeting the
purpose and need for this project. Itis
proposed that your garage be removed, so
your business (M&R Trailer Sales) may be
eligible for relocation benefits. The effects
of acquiring temporary and permanent
right-of-way from your property will be
discussed as part of the acquisition
process.

The purpose of this project is to improve
motorist and pedestrian safety regardless
of what business generates traffic. The
road widening will benefit motorists and
pedestrians traveling to and from all
commercial and residential driveways and
side streets along the corridor by improving
safety for turning vehicles and pedestrians
with the installation of the two way left turn
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equally. 1think the whole lane and sidewalks. Wal-Mart is not a
project should be cancelled sponsor of this project nor have they been
because it is not needed. involved with the design of the project. The
8. Whoever did the survey on project has no funding from private
traffic and speed was not well sources. Federal and State monies are
informed. It is not 45 mph funding the project.
from Rt. 11 to Cook Rd. ltis 7. During project development, various
40 mph from Rt.11 to east of alternatives were investigated to widen US
Ridgewood, then it goes to 45 20. The preferred alternative will provide
mph. the most benefit and least amount of
9. | will not agree to taking down impacts for the entire project area while
my garage. meeting the purpose and need for the
project.
8. The legal speed limit along this section of
US 20 has been correctly identified in the
project documents as noted in the
comment. Typically, the project design
speed is 5 mph above the legal speed limit.
However, to reduce impacts, it was
decided to establish the project design
speed the same as the legal speed limit
(45mph) from Ridgewood Road to Cook
Road instead of 50 mph. The project
design speed for the section of US 20 from
SR 11 to Ridgewood Road is 45 mph with
a legal speed limit of 40 mph.
9. Comment noted.
Sara Sue Leonard (comment sheet) 7-17-2011
3 | Opposes the proposed improvements 1. ODOT regrets any confusion caused by the
error in specifying a proposed 5 foot
1. Attention Mr. David Sicker, District sidewalk in the public involvement meeting
4 Planning Engineer, why do you notification letter and news release for the
say five feet sidewalks in the Star project. Current ODOT requirements
Beacon. The paper | received establish a sidewalk width of 8 feet for
from the Ohio Department of commercial areas. Throughout the project
Transportation says five feet as limits, evidence of pedestrian activity exists
well. When | went to the meeting with worn paths along grass areas.
suddenly they’ve become eight Sidewalks are proposed along US 20 as
feet is this absolutely necessary. part of the project based on this evidence.
By the time you put in twelve feet To be effective, the sidewalks must
of new roadway, and now you say connect the entire project length and not
eight feet of sidewalk, there won't only the areas where worn paths are
be any yards left at my house as evident. It has been shown that sidewalk
well as my neighbors. | realize we installations actually improve property
have to have progress, but does it values.
have to be to the demise of all
yards as well as people’s
businesses.
Ronald R. Kister (comment sheet) 7-07-2011
4 | Supports the proposed improvements. 1. Comment noted.
1. We own corner of Rt. 20 and
Orchard. Go for it.
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Thursday, July 7, 2011
"~ 5:00-7:00 pm
Ashtabula Township Administrative Office
2718 North Ridge Road East, Ashtabula
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US 20 (North Ridge Road East) Roadway Improvement and Widening Project
ATB-20-13.78; PID 77563
Ashtabula Township, Ashtabula County, Ohio
Open House Public Involvement Meeting
July 7, 2011, 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

COMMENT SHEET

- Please Print -
Name: ;‘;L(/DMVME S\WS
\
Address: L] . 3pk st
Ashabuda Q1. JYovef
Phone Number: o qq 3112\

Please check the appropriate box:
O e support the proposed improvements.

/\EZLNVe he proposed improvements.

- Please write comments in the space provided below

T ‘Cee( »H,\EQ 1S a kng_ waste 0'(\ S‘!ﬂ«“l'ﬁ —pmr\clg- %Ere 15 no
reasen 4o have a -[~up,,,,24j [arne Fov Wa lrwari- [ rafdfi:
oloefhnvL warrent Jtis /lane. . Evrdter wmore in
(‘OHS-tL"ruc‘;[r'nj ‘/’A:"S /2 ne i+ wedld cawuse Z /Jas*s:,é/u
S husiness v 450 out of business, I donf f/mclcrs%«
wkv Hhis wevld even be an option. /’foh/q S business
-/-0 Ae/a Ao Hher /s 71—971,,-_/‘/ 51Zu.ﬂ)o/ gsp{c:a_//q Sinee
7"/'“3 /clfé‘— wi )l 0n/7 (’aufe rmare ﬁ.ﬁL/OZ()’I’LJ Anq/
not less. T he M\L’f peasSon L Can ste Lor Walmart
Mn#‘n)ﬁ \lHA“;s -/'urn/‘//j lane is o puﬂ‘ 7"?/{3-{ (’Dmplﬁ!?‘m’
‘D()”a)' éﬂﬂ{ra/j DU+ 07[ b(/lS;MCSS, I’? L{a//l—/ﬁ‘a %;'5 %(,7/ Ci/fo
’Du\_\—' M &R Trailer Sales and Top Nails gud of husiness.
:): Sany SC,Y’o.o ‘HUS ’Dl’d)!cd’ and use Ydo We,q
B M%&r use.  We o\u no+ need +*w-mr'j ,’cuuz,,
Mr. Anthony M. Urankar
District 4 District Deputy Director
Attention: Mr. David E. Sicker, P.E., District 4 Planning Engineer
Ohio Department of Transportation
2088 South Arlington Road
Akron, Ohio 44306

Comments due by July 27, 2011



US 20 (North Ridge Road East) Roadway Improvement and Wldenmg Prolect
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" Ashtabula Townshlp, Ashtabula County, Ohio
Open House Public Involvement Meeting
JMy?ZUﬂ 500pnm 700pm

'COMMENT SHEET

- Please Print -
- Name: W1111nm & T1nﬁp11 Lilac _ - .
Address: - 3591 N, Ridge E. _ (mailing) P. 0.Box 314
Ashtabula, Ohio  44005-0314

Phone Number: 440 993 3648

Please check the appropriate box: . - o
O we support the proposed improvements,
El I/We oppose the proposed improvements.

Please write commenfts in the s"pac"e‘ provided below

You will put us out of" bu31ness, but we are small so I guess you

do not care., I’ w111 not be able. to use my front door because the

road and sidewalk will be to close.That is the only place I can

take large things out of my house. You do not maintain sidewalks

anyway so why do we need them? I've been here almost 34 vears

and we've never had them. There's not even a wear mark in my grass.

TJ'Uion'inQ of the road mT] not . do away with accidentg, it will only

make them worse. Someone will get killed, mark my word We do not
need a raceway here and that is what it will be. The accidents

her° are caused by careless people not road conditions.

We _do not have a problem w1th,stand1ng water at our house.

-1 see no reason to take down my garase. or take over my drivewav.
i have 2 entrances to my driveway for a reason. One will not work.,

I am very much against this project, Lives are going to be lost.

businesses are 201n2 to-be forced to close and I find my state

Mr. Anthony M. Urankar
District 4 District Deputy Director
Attention: Mr. David E. Sicker, P.E., District 4 Planning Engmeer
OmwwmﬂmmwMMm.
2088 South Arlington Road
Akron, Ohio 44306

- Comments due by July 27, 2011












