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Hoc-664 Hocking Hills Study
June 25, 2007 Public Meeting

Overview and Summary of Comments
The first public meeting for the HOC-664 Hocking Hills Study was held on June 25, 2007 from 3pm to 7pm at the Old Man’s Cave Visitors Center in Hocking Hills State Park. The purpose of the meeting was to share the current status of an ongoing study to determine potential highway improvements for a portion of Ohio 664 near the Old Man’s Cave Upper Falls entrance.
The meeting was held in an open house format with project exhibits displayed around the room. Representatives from ODOT, ODNR and Friends of the Hocking Hills State Park along with consultant team members were available to respond to questions and comments. Comment sheets and project handouts were available to all who attended.  Comment sheets could be submitted at the meeting or mailed in to the ODOT District 10 office within the month long comment period following the meeting (deadline July 25, 2007).
Members of the media arrived before 3pm, with the public arriving after 3pm. A total of 50 people attended the meeting. The table below shows which communities the meeting attendees represent. No objections were raised regarding the meeting time or facility.
	Location 
	Attendance

	Ashville
	3

	Chillicothe
	2

	Athens
	2

	Cleveland
	1

	Columbus
	9

	Kent
	2

	Logan
	13

	Marengo
	1

	Marietta
	6

	Nelsonville
	1

	Rockbridge 
	1

	South Bloomingville
	2

	Westerville 
	1

	The Plains
	2

	East Glacier Park, Michigan
	2

	Lansing, Michigan
	1

	Midland, Michigan
	1


Multiple techniques were employed to alert the public of the meeting. Flyers were distributed to local residents and businesses and posted at the park. A press release was sent to local media outlets and the Columbus Dispatch on Wednesday, June 13, 2007 announcing the time and location. An announcement regarding the meeting appeared in the Logan Daily News a few days prior to the meeting and several announcements were made on WOUB Radio the day of the meeting. The ODOT District 10 Public Information Officer was interviewed by the Logan Daily News and WOUB Radio at the public meeting and an article appeared in the Logan Daily News on June 26, 2007. 
A total of 18 comment sheets were submitted during the public meeting and an additional 10 were submitted within the 30 day public comment period. Respondents were asked to comment on each of the alternatives and given the opportunity to provide any other comments or question they may have regarding the overall project. The majority of respondents were residents of the area (32%), visit the area (25%) and work in the area (23%).

Twenty (71%) of the comment sheet respondents stated their support for the project. When asked whether or not they agree or disagree with the needs and goals identified for the project, 25 (89%) agreed that the project should protect the natural features and character of Old Man’s Cave, 20 (71%) agreed and 2 (7%) disagreed that it should correct the geometric deficiencies within the study area of SR 664 to maximize safety features, and 24 (86%) agreed that the project should achieve effective integration between the roadway and the park for the benefit of both pedestrians and vehicles. 

Five alternatives, including the No-Build, were presented to the public and they were asked to rank them. Based upon the 24 responses to this question, 13 individuals (54%) were in favor of Alternative C. The second highest ranked alternative was Alternative B, which 11 individuals (46%) favored. Alternatives No-Build, D and A were the least favorable of the five alternatives with 9 (37%), 8 (33%), and 6 (25%) individuals in favor of each, respectively.  
When asked about additional comments on the alternatives, questions regarding a pedestrian walkway over SR 664 were raised by four respondents; two from the survey, one from an email and one from an editorial from the Logan Daily News on July 2, 2007. The pedestrian bridge option was previously discussed, but was not further pursued because it was not considered feasible. Based upon public comment, the stakeholder committee will reevaluate this option along with the other alternatives. 
Of the additional comments given by respondents about the overall project, the most common themes were: 

· Improving pedestrian safety 
· Preserving the natural resources of the area
· Questioning the timing of the project and why it is needed now 
· Improving night time visibility 
· Providing sufficient directional signage

· Ensuring proper speed limits

· Installing a run-off filter system for protection of streams
· Improving safety near the entrance to the lodge 

· Converting the existing SR 664 into a pedestrian and/or bikepath 
The above comments were considered during project development and several were incorporated into the proposed project. 
· The realignment of the highway eliminates the need to cross the roadway, improving pedestrian safety. While an overhead pedestrian walkway alternative was evaluated, it was ultimately determined not to be feasible and did not correct the existing geometric deficiencies on SR 664. 
· A new entrance drive to the Old Man’s Cave Park is included as part of the proposed project, and will also improve safety and accessibility.  

· In addition to relocating and upgrading SR 664 to meet current design standards, the proposed undertaking will combine access points to the parking lots and reconstruct the intersections of SR 664 and Culp Road and SR 664 and the dining lodge drive.  

· Upon completion of the new alignment and the transfer of traffic, the existing SR 664 roadway will be de-commissioned and relinquished to ODNR for incorporation into the park facilities.  A portion of the former roadway will be made into a multi-use path.  
· Directional signage and speed limit designation on the proposed alignment will meet current standards. 
· The proposed project will improve the geometric deficiencies that currently exist on this portion of SR 664, which may not improve night time visibility, but will improve safety by increasing site distance.    
· Particular attention was paid during project development to protect the natural features of the area, including the waterways and geology of the Gorge.  Measures were included in the design to protect the tributary streams, water quality and groundcover.  Special provisions during the blasting operations were also included to minimize the potential for damage from vibration or airblast. 
· Numerous alternatives were considered relative to the multiple elements of the Purpose & Need for the project such as correcting geometric deficiencies and protecting the Park resources. 
