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OVERVIEW OF EXISTING/PLANNED TRAILS



OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT

Proposed Trail 
Å15 feet paved width
Å2483ô new trail on new alignment plus 
350ô remodeled trail = 0.54 miles
Ånew traffic signal, new curbs, drainage 

on Wilmer Ave at Airport Rd.
ÅPartial demolition of an abandoned 

freight transfer terminal and spur tracks, 
remodeling, landscaping

Existing Lunken Bike Path 
Å5.5 mile loop
Åuser counts  51 to 172 per hour
Åbicyclists, 8% to 64%



1788 Settlers

1790 School, Cemeteries

1834 Town of Columbia Platted

1837 Little Miami RR Built

1863 Tusculum Vineyards

1868 Incorporated

1873 Annexed

1877-1902 CG&P RR

1925 Lunken Airport Built, 
Birth of American Airlines

Map 

Legend

HISTORY OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD



HISTORY OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD



TRAIL PLANNING ï1972, 1976, OKI 1993

22 Miles of Ohio River Trail planned in Cincinnati

Loop around Lunken Airport built in 1978



EARLY CONCEPTS - 1999

Alignment #2: included a trail bridge over Wilmer Ave, 

improved alignment and profile for Wilmer Ave, 

and loop trail under bridge. Glide path interference 

eliminated this option.

Section across Wilmer Ave. at Flood Wall Gate looking North



COLUMBIA-TUSCULUM

URBAN DESIGN PLAN PHASE II

Adopted by City Council March 31, 1999



EARLY CONCEPTS - 2001

Airport plan included scheduled airline service, hotel, long term car 

parking, security fence. Trail alignment crossed Wilmer Ave twice 

to move it away from the front door of terminal building. Attacks on 

9/11/2001 brought review of security issues at all airports.

Map Legend

4ô Fence

8ô Fence

4ô change to 8ô Fence

Sidewalk



ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY, 

EARLY ENVIRONMENTAL

Cincinnati Water Works built freight transfer 

facility 1954, added dust collection 1973, 

abandoned in 1985

CWW offers former rail yard property for 

sale, transfers to Transportation Department 

1999.  

Phase II testing completed Nov 2003 using 

VAP standards.  Found lead paint.  Hazmat 

levels  were low enough to manage on site.  

Rail ties qualified as construction debris.



FUNDING THROUGH EARMARK 

Prior to award, Cityôs first priority was a trail 

connection north (toward Cleveland).

Funding award notification, August 2003

Å$150,000 in FHWA-TCSP

Å$745,125 in HUD-NI

Neighborhood Initiatives objectives:

Åhad to be spent in CDBG eligible 

neighborhood

Åimprove conditions in distressed and

blighted areas, 

ÅStimulate community revitalization in areas

with declining economic base.

Cityôs priority shifted to this location.



FELD REVIEW BY ODOT

SURVEY BY CITY

ODOT STEPS ïDESIGN ONLY

ÅField Review with ODOT March 19, 2004

ÅRFP Sept 2004

ÅSelected ME Companies + Human Nature

ÅNotice to Proceed April 2005

ÅSubmit Stage I plans July 2006

ÅQuality Improvement review Feb 2,  2006

ÅStage I review June 2006

ÅStage II review April 2007



ENVIRONMENTAL AND CONSTRUCTION 

DOCUMENTS USING FHWA FUNDS

ÅHaz-mat screening report

concurrence Sept 15, 2005

ÅHaz-mat report submitted Nov 2005

ÅCE Level 1 notification Oct 2007

UTILITY COORDINATION

Å30% drawings July 2006

ÅFinal review August 2008

ÅMinor utility work ïrelocate one power

pole, relocate one fire hydrant, adjust 

castings in street



THREE 

COMMENTS 

FROM PUBLIC 

INVOLVEMENT 

PHASE, APRIL 

2006
Dumont St ïlooking south

1. Letter of support from cemetery caretaker.  

Request for commemoration of CG&P RR.

2. RR embankment traps water on Dumont ï

provide drainage.

3. Coordinate construction with MSD sewer 

construction, estimated construction in 2008.



HUD ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

ÅLocal Environmental Review Officer

reviews previous documents, 

recommends ñNotice of Finding of No

Significant Effect on the Environmentò

(FONSI)

ÅPosts advertisement in local newspaper

(Nov 2, 2007).  Respond to questions (1).

ÅPost ñPublic Explanation of a Proposed

Activity in the 100-year flood plainò in

local newspaper (Nov 23, 2007)

ÅRequest release of funds from HUD

ÅReceived release of funds Jan 14, 2008.

Å2 1/2 months total time to complete.



POLICY BOARD 

DECISION ï

OCTOBER 2005 ï

MOVE WILMER

CROSSING TO 

NORTH

Lunken Airport 

Master Plan Update 

(Oct 2004) calls for 

relocation of W. 

Airport Rd (in red).



REMODEL INTERSECTION & PARKING 

LOT NORTH OF LUNKEN TERMINAL

Move trail

Neck down 
driveway

Remodel 
airport
parking

Add curbs, 
drainage, 
traffic signal



REMODEL INTERSECTION & PARKING 

LOT NORTH OF LUNKEN TERMINAL



FRONT OF LUNKEN TERMINAL BUILDING

Future phase to address historic art deco 
building & ADA issues.

Plan - Convert right angle parking to parallel 
to create more trail-ped space at front door



TRAFFIC SIGNAL

ÅTraffic volume on Wilmer Ave (major street)

- 24-hr vehicle counts = 3030 to 9888

- City ADT ς11,825

- 85th-percentile speed ς34 mph

ÅTraffic volume on Airport Road (minor street)

ïADT - 4100

ÅPedestrian Volume Warrant were satisfied, gap 
criteria was not met.  Engineering Study and 
future development justifies signal.



POLICY BOARD DECISION ïJUNE 2007 

Remove street
improvements

Original Plan - Improve
Carrel St. with curbs, 
Sidewalks, standard 
Profile at RR crossing



POLICY BOARD DECISION

Remodel Freight 
Terminal Structure

Remove air handling and 

dust control filter. Remove 

floor, fill basement, build new 

floor, add hand railing, paint 

existing shed



COORDINATION WITH 

FULTON/PRESBYTERIAN CEMETERY

The Purple Heart, originally 
known as the Badge of Military 
Merit, was designed by 
General George Washington, 
in 1782, to recognize the 
efforts of members of his Army 
during the Revolutionary War. 

The hallowed grounds of 
Fulton Cemetery contain the 
last remains of Sgt. William 
Brown, one of the first three 
recipients of this prestigious 
and honored award.



ENCROACHMENTS

Offered to sell 2152 S.F. of land to neighbor.  

Eviction notice is next step. 



MODIFY FLOOD WALL ïSTOP LOG GATES



DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS AT 

WILMER AVE. AND AIRPORT RD.



WATER QUALITY BASIN 



URBAN DESIGN ELEMENTS

Non-profit Ohio River Way worked with City on the 

branding for the Ohio River Trail from Maysville KY to 

Madison IN.  Our hope is that other jurisdictions adopt it.

Masterplan map for the Ohio River Trail



TRAIL VEHICULAR SIGNAGE SYSTEM

Vehicular directionals, trailhead identificational 

pylons and decorative banners



TRAIL PEDESTRIAN SIGNAGE SYSTEM

Trail directionals, regulatory, informational 

and directional maps, mileage markers, trail 

markers and interpretive panels



TRAIL INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE

Interpretive panels capture stories about the history of the Town 

of Columbia, flood of 1937, pioneer cemeteries, purple heart

Recipients, and the CG&P and Little Miami Railroads.

Ohio River Trail Rail Terminal Interpretive Panels



TRAIL INTERPRETIVE SURFACES

Terminal enhancements include tinted and scored concrete, 

benches, planters, directional signage, interpretive signage 

and wall mural

Ohio River Trail Rail Terminal Structure



TRAIL INTERPRETIVE SURFACES

Plaza enhancements include tinted and scored concrete, 

benches, planters, directional signage and map panels.

Intersection of Lunken Loop and Ohio River Trail



COORDINATION WITH MSD 

SEWER PROJECT

Revised alignment to avoid drop shafts

Projects both finish design/approval in May 2008

Sewer construction started June 2008

First drawings arrived 2001


