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About Lunken Airport



Three Army Air Corps bombers land on cornfields near the Little Miami 

River.

1921-25 Dixie Davis begins teaching flying lessons and establishes a 

permanent airfield at Lunken. 

T. Embry and J. Paul Riddle found the Embry-Riddle Co. at Lunken. 

The co. is awarded one of the earliest USAir mail contracts. 

1927 - Charles Lindbergh's makes first non-stop trans-Atlantic flight  

from New York to Paris in the ñSpirit of St. Louisò. Lindbergh landing at 

Lunken to refuel, is mobbed by well-wishers.

1928 - The City of Cincinnati accepts 200 acre land gift of Lunken 

Airfield and later purchases acres through a bond issue to total 

approximately 1000 acres.

The Flamingo, one of the first all metal monoplanes built in America,  

is produced at Lunken by Metal Aircraft Company: 

ÅRange 850 miles; 

ÅCruise speed 115 

mph; 

ÅCost $21.000 

LUK Yesterday: 1920õs



A post card from around 1930 shows view of Lunken Airport  from Alms Park.  Completed Hangars 1, 

2, and 3 are shown at right.  Hangars 6 and 7 can also be seen at end of Airport Road.

LUK Yesterday: 1930õs



LUK Yesterday: 1930õs

1930 - Formal dedication of Lunken Airport - the 

three day celebration included celebrities such as 

Howard Hughes, Jimmy Doolittle, Freddie Lund, 

and Jean Harlow. 

1936 - Cincinnati begins planning a new 

passenger terminal.  Designed to support 

passenger service with nine ticket counters, the 

terminal was completed  in 1938 at cost of 

$172,452, including the Sky Chef Restaurant.  

The terminal building served as an active airline 

terminal for a decade.

1937 Flood - Almost ready for its grand opening, 

the entire terminal building with all its art deco 

glory,  was under water.  Plaster relief on the walls 

was destroyed and not restored.  Murals depicting 

transportation before and after aviation were 

salvaged, and can be seen today. 

http://www.cincinnati-transit.net/airport4.jpg


By the 1940ôs, LUK was the largest US commercial airport 

due to the size of its concrete runways.

1942 - Federally-funded Greater Cincinnati Airport (CVG) 

was established, in northern KY, 20 miles from LUK and 

soon after started commercial service.

1947 - The last airline left  LUK, but operations remained 

high due to flight training during the GI bill era.      

1950ôs - LUK was on of the busiest  GA Airports housing 

private jets for corporations, including:  Federated, Mead 

Paper,  Kroger,  Taft Broadcasting, and Queen City Barrel. 

1963-64 - New control tower was completed placed in 

operation, a new main concrete runway  was completed  

(6,100ô x150ô ), and an instrument landing system  (ILS) 

was installed.

LUK Yesterday: 1940õs - 70õs



LUK: Today

By 2000, the Cincinnati Municipal Lunken Airport, a primary reliever airport totals 1025-acres, of

which 650 acres support aviation use. The Cincinnati Recreation Commission (CRC) manages 190

acres for passive and active recreation including: tennis, golf, ball fields, playgrounds and hike/bike

trails.

Corporate Hangars

2 Fixed Based Operators (FBOõs)

Aviation Service Operations:

Air charters

Airframe, power plant, 

and maintenance/repair

Avionics

Aircraft storage 

Aircraft rental and sales

Flight instruction

Fuel and oil sales

Full service restaurant

Banner Towing

Aerial photography



LUK Operating Statistics

ü 71,723 annual operations

ü 197 avg. daily operations

ü 242 based aircraft

ü 50 businesses, including 18 corporate users

ü $2 million annual operating revenues 

ü $1.3 million annualoperating expenses

ü 6.4 million gallons fuel sold 

Year 2007



LUK Revenue Sources

Year 2007



Annual Economic Impact

Ohio Airport System Economic Impact (2004)

Direct economic impact $  5.6 billion

Induced economic impact $  4.9 billion

Total Economic Impact $10.5 billion

Cincinnati Municipal Lunken Airport

Employment 785

Payroll $  49,373,600 

Total Economic Impact $171,592,300

(from The Economic Impact of Airports in Ohio by Wilbur Smith Associates, 2006)



Master Plan & 
Part 150 Noise Study



Master Plan :

Inventory

Operations Forecast

Demand Capacity Analysis

Facility Requirements

Airport Layout Plan



Lunken Operations Forecast
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LUK Airport Layout Plan (ALP)



Noise Study :

Flight Paths

ÅExisting 

ÅProposed

Noise Exposure Maps (NEM)

ÅExisting

ÅFuture (based on forecast)

Noise Compatibility Program 
(NCP)

ÅOperational

ÅLand

ÅManagement



Noise Exposure Maps (NEM)
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Noise Compatibility Program



USERS 
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Stakeholders

USERS 

(LAAUC)                                          

COMMUNITY 

(LNC)

CITY / 
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ÅCity Neighborhoods

ÅOther Municipalities

ÅCorporate

ÅPrivate
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