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Back to the Futureé





A city surrounded by water and hills



The Seattle
Context

Light Rail to Southeast 

Seattle/Airport (Opens 2009)

Downtown Seattle 
& Lake Union







South Lake Union Line

Ʒ Opened December 2007

Ʒ Over 345,000 Riders in 2008

Ʒ Ridership 33% Above
Forecast



Service Plan

Service Plan & Fares

Monday thru Thursday:  6 AM to  9 PM

Friday and Saturday: 6 AM to 11 PM

Sunday: 10 AM to 7 PM

Ʒ Trains Every 15 Minutes

Ʒ $1.75 Flat Fare (Metro One-Zone Peak)



Seattle Streetcar by the numbers

Ʒ2.6 miles

Ʒ11 stops

Ʒ3 streetcars

Ʒ$52 million to construct 

Ʒ330,000 riders/year

Ʒ3.3 million square feet of office development

Ʒ6,100 units of housing



Seattle Streetcar by the numbers

ƷConstruction $36 .7 million

ƷPlanning, Design and
Environmental Review 6.2 million

ƷVehicles ( 3) 9.2 million

ƷTOTAL COST $52 .1 million



Streetcar Timeline

June 2005

Funding Plan 

Approved

June 2007

Joint Operating Agreement 

Approved 

June 2006

Streetcar Groundbreaking

October 2005

Local Improvement District 

Implemented

December 2007

Streetcar Operating

January 2003

Streetcar Concept 

Announced



Aggressive Project Schedule

ƷNetwork Feasibility 
Spring 2003 to June 2004

ƷEA and Preliminary design 
September 2004 to Summer 2005

ƷFinal Design began August 2005

ƷGround Breaking July 2006

ƷSubstantial Completion October 2007

ƷOpened On Schedule in 2007    

Ʒ12 / 12 at 12 :12 pm



Utilities Construction 

Gas

Fiber

Water

New 

Electrical



Initial Segment ðConstruction Highlights

ƷTrackway Design 
Minimizes Disruption



Maintenance Base



Pedestrian & Streetscape Improvements

Overhead Contact System

ÅSingle Wire

ÅIntegrated with Street Lighting



Pedestrian & Streetscape Improvements

Passenger Platforms

ÅSidewalk Extensions

ÅMinimalist Transit Shelters



Vehicles ï3 from the Inekon Group 
(Czech Republic) 



Seattle Streetcar Vehicles

Ʒ ñPiggybackò Procurement-
Portland Streetcar Options

Ʒ 3-Vehicle Fleet, 2 Vehicles in 
Operation

Ʒ $9 M

Ʒ 18 Months from Order to 
Delivery



Ridership
Projections

Å2008 12-month Projection:

350,000 riders

Å4+ months ï

December 12  to April 30: 

Over 200,000 riders

ÅOne million+ riders

projected as area develops



TOD - The right time, the right place

Ʒ Two of fastest growing neighborhoods in Seattle

Ʒ Expect 25,000 new jobs and 11,000 new households by 2024


