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History
Å April 6, 1871

ïFirst built as a 3ft (914mm) narrow gauge line 
between Norwalk and Huron, Ohio 

ïUnable to attract regular traffic, or financing for 
expansion, and had closed within two years

Å 1880

ïWith investment by railroad financier Jay Gould 
and financial reorganization, the line was 
converted to standard gauge

Å 1904

ïAlliance made with WLE and what is today 
known as PWV and ran first train from Ohio into 
Pittsburgh

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/e/ec/77885901064779698.jpg


History ςContinued 

Å 1949

ïThe WLE was leased by the Nickel Plate Road (NKP)

Å 1964

ïThe Nickel Plate Road merged with Norfolk and 
Western Railway

ïThe Norfolk and Western Leased the Pittsburgh and 
West Virginia Railway (P&WV)

Å 1982

ïNorfolk and Western merged with the Southern 
Railway, forming the Norfolk Southern Railway (NS)



History ςContinued 
Å May 18, 1990

ï Norfolk Southern Railway sold portions of their lines in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, including most of the original lines of the former WLE, 
the Akron, Canton and Youngstown Railroad (ACY) and the Pittsburgh 
and West Virginia Railway (PWV) to a new regional railroad, taking the 
name of the Wheeling and Lake Erie Railway (AAR reporting marks 
WE) that operates today.

Å The only portions of the original WLE not owned by the current WE 

ï NS line west of Bellevue, (though WE now has trackage rights to 
Toledo on this line, obtained after the Conrail split in 1999); 

ï Former Cleveland Division line south of Harmon (Brewster) that was 
sold to Ohio Central Railway (OHCR) 

by NS in 1986

ï Huron, Ohio, docks trackage



ÅLargest Ohio Based 
Railroad

ÅClass II Regional Railroad

Å840 miles of Track
ïOhio

ïPennsylvania

ïWest Virginia

ÅEmploys over 350 people

Å100,000 - 140,000 
carloads annually

Today

Å3 Class I Connections
Å CSXT
Å NS
Å CN

Å14 ShortlineConnections
Å Akron Barberton Cluster Railway (AB)
Å Allegheny Valley Railroad (AVR)
Å Ann Arbor Railroad (AA)
Å Ashland Railway, Inc. (ASRY)
Å Chicago, Ft. Wayne and Eastern Railroad (CFE)
Å Cleveland Works Railway Company (CWRO)
Å Newburgh and South Shore Railroad Company (NSR)
Å Indiana and Ohio Railway Company (IORY)
Å Lorain and West Virginia Railway
Å Nimishillenand Tuscarawas Railway (NTRY)
Å Ohi-Rail Corporation (OHIC)
Å Ohio Central Railroad, Inc. (OHCR)
Å R J CormanRailroad Company
Å Southwest Pennsylvania Railroad (SWP)
Å Union Railroad Company (URR)



System Map ςW&LE



Fleet
ÅFleet of 60 Locomotives

ÅLocomotive and Car 
Repair Shop 

ÅOwn and Lease 1,900 
railcars 

ÅPurchased

ï150 New Open Top 
Hoppers

ÅOre and Coke Service



Infrastructure
ÅIn the last 8 years we 

have invested over $28 
million into our track 
infrastructure

ï40 mph on all mainline 
tracks

ïTrack Rated for:

Å286,000 lbs gross 
weight

ÅPlate F type railcars



Safety
Å The industry as a whole is dedicated to safety. 

ï last year the train accident and grade crossing accident rates were 
the lowest in history. 

Å The number of fatalities from all rail related incidents was the lowest 
in history

Å The employee injury rate was the second lowest in history, missing 
the record set in 2006 by just one percent. 

Å Employee injury rates have fallen more than 80 percent since 1980. 

Å WLE is consistently among the top rated railroads nationally for safety 
in our category

ïFor 2008 WLE had the 2nd Lowest Frequency Rate for Injuries in 
our catagory



Safety ςContinued



Customer Cost Savings

Å One rail car typically replaces four truckloads

Å Rail transportation is two to four times more fuel 
efficient than truck on a per ton mile basis

Å One ton of Freight 423 miles with one gallon of fuel

ÅWLE competitive edge is based primarily due to 
having the benefit of direct interchange with three 
Class I railroads:

ïCSXT

ïNS

ïCN

ÅThis enables us to get competitive freight 
rates and service options for our customers



Customer Cost Savings

ÅSince Deregulation



W&LE Diverse 
Customer Base
ÅDiversity

ÅApproach to 
Development
ïEconomic 

Development

ïSite Selection

ïSupport

ÅOver 50 New 
Customers in 
the last 10 Years

http://www.closetmaid.com/main.cfm
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WLE Steel Industry
Å Serve 6 Steel Mills

ï Timken

ï Republic

ï Severstal

ï U.S. Steel

ï ArcelorMittal

ï Charter

Å Access to Lake Erie Port of Huron, 
OH

Å Access to 3 River Ports

ïWarrenton River Terminal ς
Warrenton, OH

ï Bellaire Harbor Services ς
Bellaire, OH

ï Three Rivers Marine ς
Monessen, PA



Raw Steel Materials

ÅCoke

ÅScrap Iron

ÅIron Ore

ÅDolomitic Limestone

ÅPulverized Lime



Steel Products

ÅSteel Rebar

ÅSteel Bars

ÅSteel Rods

ÅSteel Billets

ÅSteel Slabs

ÅSteel Rail 

ÅSteel Channels

ÅSheet Coil Steel

ÅSteel Pipe

ÅTin Plate Coils

ÅPig Iron

ÅWire Coils

ÅSeamless Steel Tubing

ÅHot-Rolled Sheet Coil

ÅGalvanized Sheet Steel Coil



Food Products

ÅGrain

ïCorn

ïWheat

ÅDairy

ÅFrozen Foods

ïFruits

ïVegetables



Lumber Products

ÅBuilding Lumber

ÅEngineered Wood 

ÅTreated Poles

ÅDimensional Lumber

ÅPlywood

ÅParticleboard

ÅOak Timbers



Paper Products

ÅNewsprint

ÅPulpboard Rollstock

ÅPrinting Paper

ÅScrap Paper



Industrial Minerals

ÅCrushed Slag

ÅRoofing Granules

ÅPulverized Limestone

ÅGround Limestone

ÅStaurolite

ÅGround Clay

ÅBrick



Chemicals

ÅAcetone

ÅAnhydrous Ammonia

ÅButadiene

ÅChlorine

ÅHydrochloric Acid

ÅLiquefied Petroleum Gas

ÅPetroleum

ÅSodium Hydroxide

ÅSulfuric Acid

ÅStyrene



Marcellus Shale
ÅFrac Sand

ÅLPG Products

ÅHydrochloric 
Acid

ÅBrine Water

ÅLine Pipe


