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Reinventing Streets
In Support of Livable Communities
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¤ Our land consumption activities have 

required the construction of an extensive 

infrastructure network beyond our means 

to adequately maintain the system.

Tipping Point

Source:  wired.com



9-4

¤ Current transportation trends project 

growing congestion problems and 

deteriorating transportation systems that 

will negatively impact the livability of our 

communities.

Whatõs at Stake
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Livability

óLivabilityô is a concept that 

conveys an image of a future 

that is enduring, vibrant, 

responsible (civil), and offers a 

desirable quality of life.

Washington DOT Livable Communities Policy
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¤ Transit-Oriented 

Design

¤ Densification of the 

Suburbs   

¤ Complete Streets

Achieving Livability ðHot Trends
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¤ Changing demographics are 

increasing the demand for 

housing in mixed-use, 

walkable communities

Development Trends
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¤ Transit use is up, VMT is down

Changing Travel Demands

Source:  esquire.com
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¤ Decrease 

in licensed 

drivers

¤ Decrease 

in car 

ownership

Gen Y Travel Trends

Source:  AdAge.com
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¤ Decrease 

in share of 

miles 

driven

¤ Many 

choosing a 

car-free 

existence

Gen Y Travel Trends

Source:  AdAge.com
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¤ Driven by convenience, connectivity & 

healthy work-life balance

¤ Housing in close-in neighborhoods, 

followed by urban locations

¤ Diversity, walkability & proximity to jobs

Gen Y  Livability

Source:  RCLCO Consumer Research
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¤ A street designed and 

operated to enable safe, 

attractive and 

comfortable access and 

travel for all users

What is a ôComplete Streetõ?

Source:  www.pedbikeimages.org
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¤ Complete Streets Act of 2009 (introduced 

in March 2009)

To ensure that all users of the transportation 

system, including pedestrians, bicyclists, 

transit users, children, older individuals, and 

individuals with disabilities, are able to travel 

safely and conveniently on and across 

federally funded streets and highways. 

(Source: www.completestreets.org)

Legislation for Complete Streets
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¤ Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency 
Regional Transportation Investment Policy

¤ Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Policy

¤ City of Columbus Complete Streets Resolution

¤ City of Dayton Livable Streets Policy

Ohio Initiatives

Gay Street, 

Downtown Columbus
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The Street/Land Use Interface

Source: Charlotte Department of Transportation, Urban Street Design Guidelines
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¤ Historically, cars did 

not dominate city 

streets

Traditional Complete Street
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Seven Lanes, yet not ôCompleteõ

Spartanburg, SC

Source:  Michael Ronkin
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¤ Reduces VMT,  congestion, increases overall 

capacity

¤ More transportation options increases pool of 

potential buyers and employers

Livability Benefits

Source: farm4.static.flickr.com
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Complete Streets
A How-to-Guide
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Three-Step Approach
A

  H
o

w
 

-
to

 -
G

u
id

e

1.  Consider the context

2.  Design the space

3.  Implement the changes

Lewes, DE


