
Airport Economic Development:
Case Studies



Overview

• US Aviation System
• Ohio’s Aviation System
• Examples of innovative airport development 
• Summary



Diverse US Airport System

• 19,800 US Airports
– 5,300 public use
– 14,500 private use

• 600 (approximate) Commercial Service Airports
– 42.3 million passengers – Hartsfield-Atlanta
– 2,500 passengers – Beckley, WV

• 34,000 Acres -Denver  vs.  <10 Acres - Possum Kingdom
• 20,000 Employees vs. Unattended



Aviation in the US is a $1 Trillion 
Industry! 

• General Aviation - $44.5 billion output  -359,000 jobs
• Commercial Service - $924.4 billion output –8.7 million jobs

Source: The Economic Impact of Civil Aviation on 
the US Economy, FAA



Ohio’s Airport System

• 105 system airports
• 585,000 CS operations
• 11.2 million passengers



Economic Impact of Airports in 
Ohio

Air Carrier 
Airports

General 
Aviation 
Airports

All System 
Airports

Total 
Employment 125,500 17,350 142,800

Total Payroll $2.7 billion $0.5 billion $3.2 billion

Total Output $8.8 billion $1.7 billion $10.5 billion

Source:  Economic Impact of Airports in Ohio



Business Location Factors

• Highway access
• Available trained labor supply
• Tax incentives
• Air carrier airport (4th)
• Proximity to suppliers
• General aviation airport (8th)

Source:  Economic Impact of Airports in Ohio



What Makes a Successful Airport 
Development Project?

• Accurately assess market 
• Local commitment
• Take advantage of airport strengths



Rickenbacker’s Strengths
• Outstanding airport facilities

– Parallel 12,000’ runways
– All-weather instrumentation
– Abundant apron, taxiways, land envelope 
– Outstanding ground access

• Geographic location
– one-day truck drive (10 hours)
– 58 % of U.S. Population
– 50% of Canadian population
– 61% of U.S. manufacturing capacity

• Strong incentive package
• Foreign Trade Zone
• Apparel industry center
• Timing for cargo industry growth in 1980s/1990s  



Rickenbacker International

• High-speed logistics hub
• Air cargo development – UPS, FedEx, Evergreen
• Multi-weekly 747 freighter service 
• Multiple cargo airlines
• Intermodal Terminal– Norfolk Southern and trucking


