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ODOTôs Recent Rockfall Mitigation Projects 

General Ohio Geology Typically 

Controls Rockfall   

 

~1/3 of Ohio Non -Glaciated  

Sedimentary Bedrock ï Wide Range of Material  

Relatively Flat Lying ï Min. Geologic Structure  

Typically Intersecting Orthogonal Joints  

Valley Stress relief Joints along Major 

Drainage Systems  

Differential Weathering  
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Ohio Has Historically had Rockfall Problems 

Above Photo from ODNR 

Photo Archive: Circa 1965 

Adjacent Photo from ODOT 

Photo Archive: Circa 1930 

Columbiana County; SR-7: Meigs County; SR 7: 
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ODOTôs Recent Rockfall  Mitigation Projects  

ODOTôs Past Mitigation Techniques 
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Photos by Jim Graham, P.E. ï ODOT D11 
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ODOTôs Recent Rockfall  Mitigation Projects  

Ohio Current Rockfall  Mitigation  

 

Mechanical Scaling  

Hand Scaling  

Slope Drape  

Re-Cut the Slope  

 

Some techniques are Well Tried in Other 

States, BUT New To ODOT  
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Project Locations  
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ü JAC -327 -19.45  

 

üJEF -7 -6.32  

 

üJAC -35 -6.32  

 

üASD -97 -4.11  

 

üLAW -7 -0.80  

 

üWAS -821 -5.27  

 

üGUE -22 -6.90  

 

üWAY -21 -0.00 

(2.00)  
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ODOTôs Recent Rockfall  Mitigation Projects  

Ohio Current Rockfall  Mitigation  

 

Mechanical Scaling  

Hand Scaling  

Slope Drape  

Re-Cut the Slope  
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ODOTôs Recent Rockfall  Mitigation Projects  

Mechanical Scaling  

 

Use of Non -Hand Equipment to Remove 

Loose Debris From Slope  

Common Technique Used in Ohio  

Use of Track -Hoe Typical  

Slusher  New Technique to ODOT  
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ODOTôs Recent Rockfall  Mitigation Projects  

JAC -327 -19.45 (ER Proect ) 

 

Large Block Landed in Roadway 

Resulting in Accident 3 -06 -2010  

Evaluated cut ï Left Side Appeared Very 

Unstable  

Closed Road and Mechanically Scaled 

with Hoe Ram  

District Forces Completed  
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ODOTôs Recent Rockfall Mitigation Projects 
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PHOTO FROM ODOT ROADWAY VIEWER 
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