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Noise Barriers History

Ã Types of Noise Barriers have changed throughout 

the past 20 years.

ÄFirst generation of smooth textures, wood panels,  and 

rusted steel posts are no longer being used.

ÄBarriers have evolved to be more protective and 

aesthetically pleasing by:

ÂUsing sound absorptive materials on the highway face.

ÂModifying patterns, colors and textures.

ÂOffering alternatives in products ðconcrete vs. fiberglass.

Ã Barriers are designed based on community input.



Noise Barrier Basics



Concrete Noise Barriers

Ã Absorptive material is applied on the highway view.

ÄThe surface has a porous appearance.

Ã Panels can have one pattern on the highway face 

and a different on the residential face.

Ã A cap is used to create a more finished look.

Ã Most often used with concrete posts.

ÄPosts are colored by the use of a sealer.

ÄPosts include a cap.

Ã Basic costs range from $21 - $23 per square foot.



×Smooth caps are at the same height as the concrete posts.
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×Absorptive face.

×Smooth cap along wall length match with the concrete posts.
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×Absorptive face.

×Absorptive covering for posts on highway face.
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×Field Stone pattern on residential face.

×Smooth cap.

×Approximately 14õ high.
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×Formliners can be used in an alternate fashion.

×Posts were made complimentary.
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×Reflective noise barrier.

×Posts are galvanized and can be painted another color; however the current 

preference has been to use concrete posts.

×Approximate height is 18õ.
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×Step down view at the end of a section, generally spread over three or four 

sections in order to avoid an abrupt stop.

×Note: the maximum step in the middle of a run is 1õ to assist with a smooth line.
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×Color was rendered in a darker color on the residential face to assist in the decision 

making process.
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×Concrete posts and caps.

×Approximately 16õ high.

×Notice there is a 1õ step down along the run.
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×Typical view of the step down at the end of a run.

×Post spacings are tighter.

×Step downs are 1õ.
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×Clear panel with cap used on roadway absorptive noise barrier.

×Clear panel is reflective, so its use is recommended for short runs.

×Concrete posts with caps.

C
le

a
r 

P
a

n
e

l

$55/sf

IR-71



×Clear panel height is approximately 8õ.

×Clear panels are reflective.

×Can be used in combination with sound absorption material for short lengths.
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