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Info & Updates for the Innerbelt Bridge Project

Top: Carpenters, ironworkers and laborers all play a role in preparing this bridge (1-90 west over E 9th St) for pouring the
concrete deck. Bottom: Carpenters work to assemble the pier cap forms on Pier 13.

Construction
Progress Report

[-90 commuters in downtown Cleveland
canbreathe a sigh of relief—the downtown
highway bridge construction work was
completed 10 days early. In spite of
weather delays at the beginning and end
of the typical construction season, crews
accomplished all of the planned work for
the 2011 construction season before the
December 1 milestone. Cleveland had
more than 60 inches of precipitation, but
the workers pressed on and managed to
meet the deadline with days to spare.

The crews accomplished the rehabilitation
and redecking of the bridges that carry
all I-90 lanes over E 14th Street, the I-77
south ramp and E 9th Street. Crews also
expanded the ramps from [-90 west to
[-77 south and from I-77 north to 1-90
east. The bridge that carries 1-71 south
over Starkweather was also renovated
this year. The pavement on all of these
bridges was worn and the structural

improvements will ensure the reliability
of these bridges for years to come.

While the “little bridge” crews were busy
in downtown and Tremont, the Main
Viaduct workers drove pile foundations
for 10 bridge piers and one entrance ramp
on the east side of the river. Four of those
piers will be complete by our publication
date; four more will have crews working
on columns (legs of the pier). Pile driving
for the two remaining piers is nearly
complete and foundation footers will be
poured in the coming weeks. Crews also
began to drive the pile for a new bridge
over E 9th Street; it will carry the ramp
traffic from E 14th Street to [-90 west.

The Innerbelt project is ON schedule. The
crews have come back from the holidays,
rested and ready to start the 2012 work!
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Winter Construction - Challenging, But Necessary!

Many people have assumed that
the Innerbelt Project will be mostly
dormant during the winter months. On
the contrary! Crews are hard at work
completing the major bridge piers that
will carry the Main Viaduct across the
river and the lower level Flats region
on the east bank.

Over the next three or
four months, most of
the remaining east bank
bridge piers will
be completed.

While winter weather makes it more
difficult, crews can continue to drive
H-piles — the long, steel beams driven
into the ground which support the
new bridge — and concrete can still be
placed for the bridge piers’ foundation
footers, columns and caps. Over the
next three or four months, most of
the remaining east bank bridge piers
will be completed. The schedule for

Piers 9 through 5, nearing completion. These piers are located between W Third Street and the river, viewed from the

Lorain-Carnegie Bridge.

pier completion matches the plan for
installing the structural steel, called
“Delta Girders,” coming in the spring.

West Bank Bridge

Work Begins

Work on the west bank bridge piers
will begin in late January. Crews will
begin by making adjustments on

the W 14th Street exit ramp, shifting
it closer to the existing bridge and
installing shoring along the edge of the
ramp to protect it during the continuing
bridge pier construction. Once the W
14th ramp is prepared and reopened,
the Abbey Loop ramp will be closed
so that construction of the new Abbey
Loop ramp and the bridge piers can
continue in that general area. Access
to Abbey Avenue will be maintained
throughout the construction in the area
and access to Tremont will be very easy
via W 14th Street.
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1-90 Overpasses in Tremont
Crews have begun work on the new
1-90 west bridge over Kenilworth; this
bridge will have two new piers added,
totally new pier caps and new structural
steel. The work on this bridge began
bright and early on January 3, a great
way to begin a new year of construction
on this great project. Crews have begun
some of the preliminary work on the
1-90 west bridge over Starkweather as
well. They are installing steel plates
that strengthen the existing girders and
extend their service life.

Smaller Work Crews,

Still Hard at Work

Winter’s cold weather does not
interfere with most of these tasks,
although snow, ice or high winds can
create problems for some activities.
At the peak of the construction season
during the summer and fall, the project
averaged more than 260 trade workers
employed. The winter employment
average varies between 75 and 100
trade workers. While there are fewer
workers on the job, they continue to
accomplish the critical steps that will
keep this project on schedule!

Crews removed the pavement from half of the 1-90 west
bridge over Kenilworth on January 24.
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HOW TO STAY
IN TOUCH

> Visit our website at
www.Innerbelt.org.
You can subscribe to
our email list on our
homepage.

> Email us at
Info@Innerbelt.org

> Call the Project Hotline
at (216) 344-0069

(toll free (855) 803-5280).

>You can find us on

facebook

by searching “Cleveland’s

Innerbelt Bridge”

>You can follow us on

@ODOT _Innerbelt

February 2012

Economic Inclusion
& Impact

From its inception, the Ohio Department
of Transportation understood that the
Innerbelt Bridge Project, the largest
transportation project in Ohio history,
presented an opportunity to ensure that
the Cleveland Plus community would gain
direct economic benefits. To that end, they
made certain that the procurement process
was both transparent and equitable. ODOT
established diversity goals that would
result in the active engagement of minority
and women owned firms which have been
economically disadvantaged.

The ODOT team and Walsh Construction’s
design/build team are on track to exceed
the 15 percent Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise (DBE) participation goal for the
Innerbelt Project. To date, more than 38
DBE firms have been contracted to work
on the project as construction contractors,
material suppliers, engineering/service
providers and trucking firms, representing
over $44 million of this $287 million

Worker using a jackhammer to
remove the old pier cap ot the 90
west/Kenilworth bridge (left).

The new 190 west/Kenilworth
bridge will be wider. Here,
workers are forming the extension
of the abutment that will support
the south end of the new bridge
(center bottom).

Next siep for Pier 12 - the cap is
poured on February 3 (bottom right).

project. The project has welcomed newly
certified DBE firms such as Royal Landscape
Gardening Inc. and G. Stephens Inc.

Since receiving their DBE certification in
2011, Royal was awarded their first contract
for an ODOT project for landscaping and
pavers. G. Stephens is responsible for
compliance monitoring on the project; they
received their certification in 2011, as well.
Additionally, there have been over 70
apprentice/trainees  hired by  Walsh
Construction for the Innerbelt Bridge
Project, representing over 30,000 work
hours to date. These apprentices and trainees
are both blue- and white-collar workers
and include 32 female and/or minority
apprentice/trainees.

“We are proud of the accomplishments and
economic impact on our community,” said
Randy Over, ODOT’s District Construction
Engineer for the Cleveland region. “The
entire Innerbelt Bridge Team hopes to
do more than build a bridge — we want to
provide opportunities for economic growth
within our community.”
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