
March 11, 2010

steering committee workshop

Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS)



Todayôs Workshop

ÁIntroduction to Context Sensitive Solutions

ÁExisting Conditions Influences

ÁVisioning the Future Corridor

ÁBuilding of Goals & Objectives

ÁDesign Character ïGroup Exercise

ÁNext Steps



CONTEXT SENSITIVE SOLUTIONS

design



advancing context sensitive design solutions

CSS Primer

What is Context?

Á The environment along 
and around which we 
are planning a new 
transportation facility

Á9ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ άŎƻƴǘŜȄǘέ 
is unique
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CSS Primer

CSS is a Process

Á Informed understanding

Á Integrated

Á Involving a multi-disciplinary 
team of design professionals

Á Where the public has early, 
often, and continuous 
involvement on all issues 
related to the project

Á Opportunity Corridor is 
following the ODOT  process for 
CSS



advancing context sensitive design solutions

CSS Primer

Five Measures of Success 

1. Community acceptance

2. Environmental 
compatibility

3. Engineering and 
technical functionality

4. Financial feasibility 

5. Partner for economic 
development 
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CSS Primer

What is Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS)?

Simultaneously advancing the objectives of safety and mobility 
with preservation and enhancement of aesthetic, historic, 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ Χ ƻǳǊ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ 
societal values in our work
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CSS Primer
The Importance of CSS 

CSS is a way to balance sometimes conflicting goals with 
broader societal goals

Every Project and Balance Point is Unique !

Region User Community

Environment

Balance

Point
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CSS Primer

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ά{ǘǊŜŀƳƭƛƴƛƴƎέ

DƻƻŘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ¢ŀƪŜǎ ¢ƛƳŜΧ 
Bad Design Takes Longer !

Listen Design

Build
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CSS Primer

CSS Principles

1. Balance safety, mobility, community and environmental goals in 
all projects.

2. Involve the public and affected agencies early and continuously.

3. Address all modes of travel.
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CSS Primer

CSS Principles

4. Apply flexibility inherent in 

design standards.
5. Use an interdisciplinary 

team tailored to project 
needs.
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CSS Primer

CSS Principles

6. Incorporate aesthetics as an integral part of good design.
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CSS Primer

Benefits of Applying CSD Principles:

Á Public acceptance, trust and support

Á Positive relationships with stake holders

Á Partners rather than opponents 

Á Timely decisions

Á 5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǎǘƛŎƪέ

Á Improved project delivery 

process

Á Getting needed projects built
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CSS in Opportunity Corridor

Continuous

Public 

Involvement

Conditions 

Inventory

Vision and

Goals

Thematic

Concept 

Development
Urban 

Design 

Improvement

Ideas

Refine

Improvement

Choices

Discuss

Corridor 

Application

Illustrate 

Application 

In Corridor

Step 5 Step 6



EXISTING CONDITION INFLUENCES

influences
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Physical Perceptions

Á Lacking physical connection

Á Neighborhood investment 
opportunities

Á Unique character of established 
neighborhoods

Á Transitions between 
established neighborhoods, 
industrial areas and major 
employment center

Á Synergy potential with existing 
transit infrastructure

Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
Neighborhood Context


