
2014 TRAC Funding Application

 

TRAC is responsible for committing development and construction funding towards 
projects that meet the criteria the of Major New Capacity Program. TRAC Policy defines 
Major New Capacity as projects that: 
  
•     Cost ODOT greater than $12 million dollars  
•     Increase roadway capacity or reduce congestion. 
 

As part of the 2014 application cycle TRAC will accept project funding applications that 
meet one of the following eligibility criteria: 
  
1.)  The project is an existing TRAC project (Tier I, II or III) seeking additional funds to 
advance the project to the next stage of development. 
  
2.)  A new project, which has not previously applied for TRAC funding, demonstrating  
significant impact to jobs in Ohio and statewide/regional economic impact or have 
significant local funding commitments. 
 

 

Project Sponsor Agency Butler County Transportation Improvement District

Project Contact David Spinney, Director Phone Number 513-785-3452

E-mail Address dspinney@bctid.org

 

I have read and understand the Program Overview and Eligibility Criteria

Yes No

  
Please complete the information below.

Project Name South Hamilton Railroad Grade Separation and Grand Blvd. Extension

District 08 PID 81174

Current TRAC Status Tier II

Requested TRAC Status Tier I



Project Type Roadway Transit Freight

Work type(s) associated 
with this project

Interstate or Roadway Widening Roadway Relocation or New Alingmentt
Interchange Modification / Construction Rail Grade Separation
Freight Capacity Improvement Transit Capacity Improvement
Other

Project Description
Replaces an existing hazardous at-grade RR crossing of 4 tracks at Central Ave. and Pleasant 
Ave. with a grade separation by extending Grand Blvd. over the RR west to University Blvd., 
connecting SR4 on the east side with US 127 on the west side.  Reconfigures Central Ave., Dixie 
Highway, East Ave., Pleasant Ave., and University Blvd. to connect to new Grand Blvd.  Provides 
direct access from the east to 60+ acre University Commerce Park, Vora Technology Park, and 
Miamai University-Hamilton.

 

  
Please enter the status of each milestone listed below and the appropriate date.

 Status Date

  
  

Planning Study
PA Status

Complete

PS Date

  
  

Interchange Modification/Justification Study
IM/IJ Status IM/IJ Date

  
  

Preliminary Engineering Studies
PE Status

Complete

PE Date

11/01/11

  
  

Environmental / NEPA Approval
ENV Status

Complete

ENV Date

01/07/14

Please Note: TRAC Policy requires environmental clearance before before requesting Tier 1 status

  
  

Detailed Design
DD Status

In Progress

DD Date

07/06/15

  
  

Right of Way Acquisition
RW Status

In Progress

RW Date

08/03/15

  
  

Utility Relocation
UT Status

In Progress

UT Date

08/03/15

 

 



Transportation factors (55 points) includes the analysis of congestion, safety data, truck traffic as well as model derived 
transportation values such as cost/benefit analysis and air quality.  To ensure the project is receiving comprehensive evaluation 
roadway segments and location data must be included.  Applicants must identify the primary roadway segment that will be 
improved by the project.  

  
Your selections indicate this is an exiting TRAC Project.  Existing TRAC projects are not required to re-submit project segment 
information. The information submitted in your most recent application will be used in evaluation and scoring of the application.

 

Primary Roadway Segment

Roadway Name ODOT NLFID #

Begin Log Point End Log Point

Termini Locations

Begin Latitude End Latitude

Begin Longitude End Longitude

 

Click here to go to ODOT's Transportation Information Management Systems (TIMS) application to identify the NLFID or Latitude 
and Longitude beginning and end points for the project.   
  
For instructions on  how to locate NLFID Number using TIMS Click here.  For instructions on  how to locate Latitude and 
Longitude using TIMS Click here.

 

 Will this project improve additional roadways other than the primary roadway segment?

Yes
No

 

Secondary Roadway Segments

Secondary Roadway 1 ODOT NLFID #

Begin Log Point End Log Point

Termini Locations

Begin Latitude End Latitude

Begin Longitude End Longitude

 

Secondary Roadway 2 ODOT NLFID #

Begin Log Point End Log Point

Termini Locations

Begin Latitude End Latitude

Begin Longitude End Longitude

 

http://tims.dot.state.oh.us/tims
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/trac/2014/2014_APP_GUIDELINES/APP_TIMS_NLFID_NUM_GUIDE.pdf
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/trac/2014/2014_APP_GUIDELINES/APP_TIMS_LAT_LONG_GUIDE.pdf


Secondary Roadway 3 ODOT NLFID #

Begin Log Point End Log Point

Termini Locations

Begin Latitude End Latitude

Begin Longitude End Longitude

 

Secondary Roadway 4 ODOT NLFID #

Begin Log Point End Log Point

Termini Locations

Begin Latitude End Latitude

Begin Longitude End Longitude

 

Secondary Roadway 5 ODOT NLFID #

Begin Log Point End Log Point

Termini Locations

Begin Latitude End Latitude

Begin Longitude End Longitude

 

Intermodal Connections
Please identify any Intermodal connections affected by this project

Intermodal Connections Freight
Rail
Air
Port

Proximity to 
Intermodal Facility 

less than a mile
1 to 5 miles
5 to 10 miles
greater than 10 miles

Brief summary of 
connectivity with the 
project

Removes a railroad at-grade crossing with 4 tracks which currenlty has a hazard rating of 184, 
one of the most hazardous (top 3%) in the state. The grade separation will create clear trackage 
of over 1 mile in the heart of an industrial area in the City of Hamilton which will allow the railroad 
to operate more efficiently as they perform switching in this yard.

Transit Multi-modal Project Information
Transit Type and  
Route Name

Peak Hour Ridership

Existing Capacity

Added Peak Hour 
Capacity

Vehicle Miles Traveled 
(VMT) Reduction



Freight Multi-modal Project Information
Freight Type and  
Route Name 

Existing Freight Volume

Existing Facility 
Capacity

Volume to Capacity 
Ratio

Reduction in Truck Miles 
Traveled (TMT)

Freight Capacity 
Increase

 

Economic Performance Factors (15 Points) includes the evaluation existing jobs and economic distress factors of unemployment 
and poverty. TRAC will evaluate the number of estimated jobs created and gross state product created by the modeled 
transportation efficiencies form ODOT's Statewide Transportation Model.

 

Economic Distress - Poverty & Unemployment Rates

ODOT will use gather county-level unit of analysis as a standard measure poverty and unemployment factors; however, if a 
project sponsor provides a defensible data a sub-county or census tract level, the TRAC will consider that level of geographic 
analysis for scoring and evaluation, as its discretion. 
 

Do you want to enter values for a sub-county area to be used in the evaluation of this application?

Yes - I want to include a specific sub-county area for this analysis
No -  I want to use the information collected by ODOT for this analysis

County

Butler

Sub-County Poverty Rate (5 year Average)

33.9%

Poverty Rate Data Sources

US Census 2008-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year 
Estimates

Sub-County Unemployment Rate (5 year Average)

20.8%

Unemployment Rate Data Sources

US Census 2008-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year 
Estimates



  
Local Investment Factors (15 Points) includes the analysis and evaluation of the dollar value of existing, local built-out attributes 
such as streets, water, sewer and land use. Local investment factors also includes consideration of the monetized value of public 
investments or commitments for new, non-project infrastructure and private investments.  
  
For this analysis TRAC has standardized the project area as a one-mile rectangular buffer around the primary roadway segment 
for the project.  Applicants will need to calculate the total estimated project area in acres using the following formula: 
  

(Length of the project in miles + 2 miles) x 2 Miles x 640 Acres 
 

Total Length of Primary 
Segment (miles)

.65 Total Estimated Project 
Area (acres)

3392

 

Built Out Local Attributes

 

What is the estimated percentage of acres being served by the local services within the calculated project area?

Local Streets/Roadways 100%

Water and Sewer Service 92%

Electrical Service 100%

 

What is the estimated square footage for the following building types within the calculated  project area?

Light Industrial 1467000

Heavy Industrial 36000

Warehouse 101000

Commercial  242000

Institutional 1138000

 

What is the percentage of road route miles served by transit routes (excluding 
ADA/Para Transit) within the project area?

 38%

 

What is the percentage of existing building square footage that is currently 
vacant?

 6%

 

New Local Investments

TRAC will consider the monetized value of public investments or commitments for new, non-project infrastructure and private 
investments in the existing private facilities within in a 5-year time horizon from the date of the TRAC application.

 



What is the dollar value of committed or recent public investment in new, non-
project infrastructure and services?

 $173,051,544.00

 

What is the present value of private investment in existing private facilities?  $182,058,000.00

 

Project Funding Plan (15 Points) includes the evaluation of local sponsor funding commitments towards the project and the 
number of funding sources/partners.

Local Funding Sources
Will local funding be used in the development  or construction of this project?

Yes
No

What local funding sources will be used to participate in the development or construction of this project ?

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
Local (County, City, Village, etc...)
Private Funding
OWPC Funding
Other Local funding

 

What is the total number of individual, local funding sources?

4

 

Other ODOT Program Funding Sources
 

Will funding from another ODOT programs or legislative earmarks be used in the development  or construction of this 
project?

Yes
No

 

Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission Funding 
 

Has Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission (OTIC) bonds been committed for the construction of this project?

Yes
No

Past TRAC Funding Commitments
 



Has TRAC previously committed funding for the development or construction of this project?

Yes
No

 

Local Funding Sources
Your selections indicate that the following local funds will be used in the construction or development of the project.  Please 
identify the local funding source and the commitment amount in the corresponding phase. If you do not see a particular funding 
source go back to the funding questions and identify the desired source. 
  
Funding amounts must be entered in millions (e.g. $5,000,000 = $5.0; $2,500,000 = $2.5, etc...) 
  
NOTE: These fields will not auto calculate, be sure to check your application.

 PS PE DD RW CO Total

MPO Funding Commitments

OKI

MP PS MP PE MP DD MP RW

$2.45

MP CO MP TO

$2.45

Local (County, City, Village, etc...)

City of Hamilton

L1 PS L1 PE

$0.63

L1 DD

$0.67

L1 RW

$3.05

L1 CO

$6.32

L1 TO

$10.67

Private Funding Commitments

CSX Railroad 

PF PS PF PE PF DD PF RW PF CO

$1.00

PF TO

$1.00

OPWC Funding OP PS OP PE OP  DD OP RW OP CO OP TO

Other Local Funding

Butler County TID

OT PS OT PE OT  DD OT RW OT CO

$0.10

OT TO

$0.10

Since your project will be using local 
funding.  The phase totals listed to the 
right will also need to be included in the 
project funding plan on the next screen

TO PS TO PE TO  DD TO RW TO CO

$7.42

TO Loc

$14.22

 

 

Project Funding Table
Your selections indicate that the following funding sources will be used in the construction or development of the project.  Please 
identify the  commitment amount in the corresponding phase.  If you do not see a particular funding source go back and identify 
the desired source. 
  
Funding amounts must be entered in millions (e.g. $5,000,000 = $5.0; $2,500,000 = $2.5, etc...) 
  
NOTE: These fields will not auto calculate, be sure to check your application.



 Fiscal 
Year

Local ODOT 
Program 

OTIC 
Bonds 

Previous 
TRAC 

New 
TRAC 

Future 
TRAC 

Phase 
Total

Planning  
Study 
(PS)

PS YR PS LO PS OD PS TP PS PT PS NT PS F PS TO

Preliminary 
Engineering 
(PE)

PE YR

2013

PE LO

$0.63

PE OD PE TP PE PT PE NT PE FT PE TO

$0.63

Detailed 
Design 
(DD)

DD YR

2013

DD LO

$0.67

DD OD

$0.50

DD TP DD PT DD NT DD FT DD TO

$1.17

  
Right-of-way 
(RW)

RW YR

2014

RW LO

$5.50

RW OD RW TP RW PT RW NT RW FT RW TO

$5.50

  
Construction 
(CO)

CO YR

2016

CO LO

$7.42

CO OD CO TP CO PT CO NT

$14.10

CO FT CO TO

$21.52

  
Funding Totals

TO LO

$14.22

TO OD

$0.50

TO TP TO TP TO NT

$14.10

TO FT TOTAL

$28.82

 

 

Tier 1 - Construction Estimate
Projects Requesting Tier 1 status are required to submit a budgetary construction estimate.   
  
Funding amounts must be entered in millions (e.g. $5,000,000 = $5.0; $2,500,000 = $2.5, etc...) 
  
NOTE: These fields will not auto calculate, be sure to check your application.

Roadway $9,364,279.00

Drainage $3,641,597.00

Lighting $906,954.00

Traffic Control $758,228.00

Structures $4,086,852.00

Retaining Walls

Railroad $500,000.00

Contingency $2,262,552.00

Total Estimate $21,520,463.00



  
Tier 1 Construction estimates must be inflated to the anticipated construction year using ODOT's 2014-2018 Business Plan 
Inflation Estimator Excel worksheet 
  
 Click Here to go to the 2014-2018 Business Plan Inflation Estimator 
 

Date of Estimate 04/24/14

Estimate Inflation Year 2018

 

MPO Acknowledgement
Is this project within the boundaries of  a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)?

Yes
No

Please identity the respective MPO

OKI

Has the MPO been contacted and provided an letter or acknowledgement or support?

Yes
No

MPO Contract

Bob Koehler

MPO E-mail Contract

rkoehler@oki.org

MPO Contract Phone Number

513-621-6300

Date of MPO Acknowledgement / Support

05/19/14

 

 

District Acknowledgement
Has the appropriate ODOT District Planning Office been contacted about the development and construction of this 
project?

Yes
No

Has the ODOT District Office provided an acknowledgement for this project?

Yes
No

District Contract

Stefan C. Spinosa

District E-mail Contract

stefan.spinosa@dot.state.oh.us

District Contract Phone Number

513-933-6639    

Date of District Acknowledgement 

05/19/14

http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/Planning/Estimating/Pages/BART.aspx


Please identify which project phases have been included in ODOT's Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan 
(STIP).

Included in the STIP Not Included in the STIP
PE

DD

RW

CO

PE Current STIP Year PE STIP Amount

DD Current STIP Year 2014 DD STIP Amount $850,000

RW Current STIP Year 2015 RW STIP Amount $3,500,000

CO Current STIP Year CO  STIP Amount

Map 1 - Project Location Map (required) 
  
A project location map must be submitted for each application.   Project sponsors can upload a previously generated map or 
create a project map using ODOT's TIMS application. 
  
Click here to go to ODOT's TIMS and generate a map.  For instructions on how to generate a map in TIMS Click Here. 
 

Project Locaton Map1.pdf

Map 2 -Economic Development Map (optional)

Economic Impact Map 2.pdf

Map 3 - Major Employer Map (optional)

Employment Map and Table 2014.pdf

Local Funding Commitment Letters (optional)

City of Hamilton Local March 
Commitment R2014-5-57 South Hamilton 
Crossing -  ODOT TRAC Application.pdf; 
CSX Contribution.pdf; BCTID Funding 
Commitment Resolution.pdf

Letters or Resolutions of Support (optional)

BCEO Support Letter.pdf; BCRTA.pdf; 
BMHA_Support.pdf; Chamber Support 
Letter for SHX 5-14-14.pdf; 
FireDepartment.pdf; GHSC.pdf; 
HamiltonCaster.pdf; 
HamiltonCityManager.pdf; 
HamiltonCitySchools.pdf; Lane.pdf; 
Matandy.pdf; MUH.pdf; South Hamilton 

http://tims.dot.state.oh.us/tims
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/trac/2014/2014_APP_GUIDELINES/APP_TIMS_MAP_GUIDE.pdf


Crossing Support 5-14.pdf; Vora.pdf; 
Hamilton Police.pdf

MPO Letter E-mail of  Project Acknowledgement (optional)

OKI Letter of acknowledgement and 
support.eml

District Letter or E-mail of  Project  Acknowledgement (optional)

District 8 Acknowledgement.eml

 

Have you reviewed your application before submitting to TRAC?

Yes -  I'm ready to submit my application to TRAC !
No - I need more time!
Help - I have a question!

  
Once you submit your application you will receive a confirmation E-mail (Typically within 5 minutes).  Applications and 
attachments will combined into a single PDF Document be posted on the TRAC website. 

  
If you need more time, click the "Save" Link below.  Your application will be saved for a pre-determined amount of time. You will 
receive an E-mail containing link to access you application for completion at later date. 
  
PLEASE NOTE - All applications must be received by Friday  May 30, 2014

  
Please submit your question to  TRAC@dot.state.oh.us

mailto:TRAC@dot.state.oh.us
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Greater Hamilton Chamber of Commerce 

201 Dayton Street 

Hamilton, OH 45011 

513-844-1500 

513-844-1999 Fax 

www.hamilton-ohio.com 
 

5-14-2014 

 

Mr. Dave Spinney 

Butler County Transportation District 

1921 Fairgrove Ave. 

Hamilton, Ohio 45011 

 

Dear Mr. Spinney, 

 

I am writing to support the effort to acquire funding for the upgrading of the South Hamilton crossing transportation project 

in Butler County Ohio.  The Greater Hamilton Chamber of Commerce is the leading voice of business in the area.  For over 

104 years we have been committed to removing barriers that prevent existing business from thriving while helping to 

improve conditions that will spur new business development.  We currently represent approximately 600 business members 

representing over 22,000 jobs. While we believe this transportation project will benefit our region in many ways, its ability 

to spur economic development is its most important aspect.    

 

We are convinced that an improved South Hamilton Crossing will lead to new business development.  A safer, efficient 

crossing would improve the appeal of large tracts of undeveloped land west of the tracks.  This includes empty tracts of 

land along University Boulevard near the Miami University Hamilton campus. In addition, with the Vora Technology Park 

and University Commerce Park there is over 100 acres of industrial/commercial prime acreage that will be more accessible 

for new business development. The Vora Technology Park contains 365,000 square feet of Class A office space.  Over the 

years, we have heard from Vora representatives that many of their new business prospects have sited  the problems 

associated with this at-grade crossing as a detriment to choosing Vora Technology Park in their site selection decisions.   

With the completion of the South Hamilton Crossing project, we anticipate that over 2,300 high paying jobs will be created 

in these properties alone. 

 

From a business retention standpoint, we are convinced that the completion of the South Hamilton Crossing project will 

help retain several thousand jobs in our region. Because local drivers in recent decades have avoided the at-grade crossing, 

existing businesses in areas on both sides of the busy tracks have declined as potential customers have learned to travel 

other east-west routes. Over the years, businesses have communicated to us the importance of creating additional east-west 

routes through the community as an important factor in competing as well as helping to improve business efficiencies.  The 

completion of the South Hamilton Crossing will provide these businesses the needed transportation corridor necessary to 

retain and grow the current base of their business in the Butler County. 

 

Please consider the above economic development advantages for completing this important transportation project.  In 

addition to the obvious safety considerations involved in this project, we believe the South Hamilton Crossing will create 

and retain jobs in the City of Hamilton and Butler County for many years to come!  We strongly support this project and 

urge the proper authorities to fund this project for the betterment of the entire region! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kenny Craig 

President/CEO 



 

 

 

 









 
 

 

 

May 8, 2014 

 

 

Mr. Dave Spinney, Director 

Butler County Transportation District 

1921 Fairgrove Ave. 

Hamilton, OH 45011 

 

 

Dear Mr. Spinney: 

 

I write as a local business leader who frequently transits the South Hamilton crossing, and as a 

spokesperson for a company that is one of the largest generators of truck traffic in the immediate 

area, the South Hamilton Crossing warrants major improvement for many reasons. 

 

The existing crossing is both unique and awkward. I am unaware of another like it anywhere. 

The negative slope of the roadway, particularly when crossing to the north to join Pleasant 

Avenue, seems inherently dangerous. In fact, I understand this to be the reason semi trailers are 

now banned from crossing. Also, the need for an almost immediate merge from either lane is 

disconcerting. While I’ve never been involved in an accident near the crossing, the potential 

seems much greater than almost anywhere else in Hamilton. 

 

Our plant, located just south of the crossing on Dixie Highway, sees numerous tractor trailers 

each weekday. Now banned from the crossing, some must navigate well out of their way to 

either reach us or when departing for their next pick-up/delivery. Most of the roads surrounding 

our plant are two lane roads. We can all agree that minimizing large truck traffic on two lane 

roads in Hamilton is a worthy goal for any number of reasons. 

 

Traffic on SR 129 and High/Main through downtown Hamilton seems to be ever-increasing. 

Another good east/west transportation option simply doesn’t exist. An extension westward from 

Brand Boulevard could become that option. Access to the burgeoning Hamilton branch campus 

of Miami University and Vora Technology would serve Hamilton well. Who knows the potential 

for further economic development activity in that part of Hamilton? 

 

For these reasons and more I support the South Hamilton Crossing upgrade project. 

 

 

 

 

David R. Lippert, President 

Hamilton Caster & Mfg. Co. 







 

 

 

 
May 19, 2014  

 

Mr. Dave Spinney 

Butler County Transportation Department 

1921 Fairgrove Avenue 

Hamilton, Ohio 45011 

 

Dear Mr. Spinney: 

 

I am writing to support the effort to acquire funding for the upgrading of the South Hamilton crossing 

transportation project in Hamilton, Ohio. 

 

The Hamilton City School District has over thirty school buses that use the South Hamilton rail 

crossing daily when our school district is in session. Each of these school buses crosses the four tracks 

twice daily and some of them cross eight times per day. This crossing is a safety hazard for our 

children and employees and is inconvenient for them and for the community.  

 

Each of our buses does a safety procedure lasting 1-2 minutes each time they cross the tracks to make 

sure they are not stuck by one of the 50-60 freight trains or the passenger train that use these tracks 

daily. These safety procedures by our school buses easily tie up the South Hamilton crossing two to 

three hours per day. 

 

Please consider the above safety improvement and school district transportation cost savings 

advantages when considering the importance of this project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Janet Baker, Superintendent 

Hamilton City School District 

 









1601 University Blvd. 
Hamilton, OH 45011-3399 
513.785.3132

4200 N. University Blvd. 
Middletown, OH 45042-3497 
513.727.3211

May 16, 2014

Dave Spinney, Director 
Butler County Transportation Improvement District 
1921 Fairgrove Ave. 
Hamilton, Ohio 45013

Dear Mr. Spinney,

Last year I wrote to you with great conviction in support of proposed improvements to the South 
Hamilton railroad crossing located less than a mile east of Miami University’s Hamilton campus.

This year I write to you with greater appeal.

The area involved in this proposed improvement is underutilized and underdeveloped. This  
project would make the entire area east of our campus more attractive to prospective students  
and prospective developers.

Since I wrote to you in April 2013, Miami has been approached by developers considering  
construction projects directly east of our campus that would mutually benefit the city and our 
campus. Specifically, developers are interested in building privately owned and operated residential 
dormitory-style housing that would attract other new business to the area including grocery,  
laundry, restaurant and other support businesses serving our student body. We currently have  
4,700 students enrolled.

Miami Hamilton is changing. The campus is now a four-year destination where students can earn 
a Miami University bachelor’s degree without having to relocate to Oxford.  We also hope to mirror 
on this campus our successful English Language Learners program at Miami Middletown that is 
attracting cohorts of international students to that city.

Safety and access are paramount in our negotiations with universities outside of the U.S. and their 
representative agencies. The South Hamilton crossing project will be an important consideration in 
determining the feasibility of bringing cohorts of international students to Hamilton.

This project is also important to Miami University as it would provide a direct line of access to  
Miami’s Voice of America Learning Center in West Chester and all points east of the Hamilton 
campus including the entire West Chester-Liberty-Mason area.

We are heavily recruiting students from those communities but with limited success due to parental 
concerns about motorist safety and route access.



The grade crossing in its current configuration is dangerous and to be avoided. The crossing  
was closed for an extended period last year after the signalization was damaged in a serious  
traffic accident.

A railroad overpass providing direct access to Miami University Hamilton and Vora Technology 
Park will attract new light industry and residential parcel development all along the proposed route. 
It will be the catalyst for economic development and provide safer and more convenient access and 
services to our students, faculty and staff.

This project is absolutely critical to the future growth of Miami University Hamilton.

Sincerely,

G. Michael Pratt, Ph.D. 
Associate Provost and Dean 
Miami University  
Hamilton Campus







From: Spinosa, Stefan
To: DSpinney@bctid.org
Cc: Mary, Steve; Smith, Keith; Fluegemann, Andy
Subject: RE: TRAC Application for South Hamilton Crossing
Date: Monday, May 19, 2014 3:50:12 PM

Dave,
 
Thank you for the information.  This email is to acknowledge your coordination with our District.
 
Stefan C. Spinosa, P.E.
Planning and Engineering Administrator
Ohio Department of Transportation, District 8
505 South SR 741, Lebanon, OH 45036
Phone: 513-933-6639    FAX:  513-933-8252
stefan.spinosa@dot.state.oh.us
 
From: DSpinney@bctid.org [mailto:DSpinney@bctid.org] 
Sent: Monday, May 19, 2014 1:50 PM
To: Spinosa, Stefan
Cc: Mary, Steve; Smith, Keith
Subject: TRAC Application for South Hamilton Crossing
 
Stefan, 

The BCTID is again submitting a TRAC application for Tier 1 construction funds for the South Hamilton
Crossing Project.  We have now passed the hurdle of the environmental approval and have begun the
right-of-way acquisition phase. 

Just as last year TRAC is requesting the District's acknowledgement of their knowledge of the project.
 We have been working with numerous members of the District 8 staff as the project moves forward.  I
have attached a draft of our application for the South Hamilton Crossing for your information.  I have
not included all of the letters of support but will forward them if you so desire. The District has been
very supportive of the project in the past  and I ask again for your acknowledgement of the project.
 Please note that the last page of the attached application requests documentation of a letter of
acknowledgement from the District. 

Please forward me correspondence to be included in the application which is due next week. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
David L. Spinney 
Director 
Butler County Transportation Improvement District 
1921 Fairgrove Ave. 
Hamilton, Ohio 45011 
(513) 785-3452 (office) 
(513) 478-9736 (cell) 
                        
______________________________________________________________________
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Gates, James

From: DSpinney@bctid.org

Sent: Thursday, May 22, 2014 1:24 PM

To: Gates, James

Cc: Allen Messer PE (messera@ci.hamilton.oh.us); Taylor, Melissa

Subject: Re: Form Submission Receipt: 2014 TRAC Funding Application

Attachments: ELLIS v. STIP.eml; Combined estimate modified for TRAC.xlsx

Jim,  
 
I have submitted a TRAC application for funding for the South Hamilton Crossing Project..  As we discussed in our 
telephone conversation  my cost estimate did not go neatly into  the online format.  I have attached a cost estimate 
summary that shows how the categories from the ODOT estimator role up into the categories for the TRAC 
application.  The attachment actually has three columns, the first is the total project costs as estimated by our 
engineer.  The second is the TRAC application numbers  which are slightly less because there are some electric utility 
costs that are betterments and not considered eligible costs.  The third column is the basis of our request of the 
RR.  Again, some costs have been reduced to reflect what the RR will consider eligible costs. Please ignore the third 
column.  
 
Also there has been mention of the desire to have the TRAC application numbers line up with ELLIS.  I have attached an 
email from Scott Brown, District 8 that explains potential discrepancies between ELLIS, the STIP and the application.  
David L. Spinney  
Director  
Butler County Transportation Improvement District  
1921 Fairgrove Ave.  
Hamilton, Ohio 45011  
(513) 785-3452 (office)  
(513) 478-9736 (cell)  
                                         
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Gates, James

From: Brown, Scott <Scott.Brown@dot.state.oh.us>

Sent: Wednesday, May 21, 2014 1:42 PM

Subject: RE: SHX (PID 81174) - match ELLIS to TRAC

Dave, 

 

The $500,000 shown in ELLIS for PE and DD, are the two $250,000 TID grants from the Office of Jobs & Commerce (100% 

state funds). Those grants, since they are 100% state funds, do not need to be included in OKI’s TIP or the STIP. So, the 

PE phase does not show up in the STIP for this project. 

 

We typically do not show an estimate in ELLIS for phases that are entirely locally funded. So, for example, on a typical 

LPA project where the local is paying for design with their own funds, nothing will show in ELLIS, on the MPO TIP, or the 

STIP for the PE phase. The TIP/STIP only need to reflect the phases that have federal funding involved for LPA projects. 

 

All of OKI’s CMAQ funds are actually shown under the RW phase for this project in ELLIS and on the STIP. 

 

Let me know if you have any other questions about this, I know the TIP/STIP can be a confusing animal. 

 

Thanks, 

Scott 

 

_______________________________ 

Scott A. Brown, P.E. 

District 8 LPA Coordinator 

Ohio Department of Transportation 

505 South SR 741, Lebanon, OH 45036 

Email: scott.brown@dot.state.oh.us 

Phone: (513)933-6706 

 
 

From: DSpinney@bctid.org [mailto:DSpinney@bctid.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 21, 2014 1:28 PM 
To: Brown, Scott 

Subject: RE: SHX - match ELLIS to TRAC 

 
While were updating, I noticed that the PE in ELLIS is $500,000, the actual contracts for preliminary engineering and 
detailed design total $1,800,000.  I am not sure what actually is included in the ELLIS number, Just the money that OKI 
allocated from the CMAQ funds for preliminary engineering associated with ROW?  How do these numbers line up with 
the STIP?  
David L. Spinney  
Director  
Butler County Transportation Improvement District  
1921 Fairgrove Ave.  
Hamilton, Ohio 45011  
(513) 785-3452 (office)  
(513) 478-9736 (cell)  
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From:        "Brown, Scott" <Scott.Brown@dot.state.oh.us>  
To:        "DSpinney@bctid.org" <DSpinney@bctid.org>,  
Cc:        "Smith, Keith" <Keith.Smith@dot.state.oh.us>  
Date:        05/19/2014 02:51 PM  
Subject:        RE: SHX - match ELLIS to TRAC  

 

 

 
Dave,  
   
I updated the ELLIS construction funding event to reflect the most up to date estimate of $21.52M. Let me know if you need 

anything else.  
   
Thanks, 

Scott  
   
_______________________________  

Scott A. Brown, P.E.  
District 8 LPA Coordinator  
Ohio Department of Transportation  
505 South SR 741, Lebanon, OH 45036  
Email: scott.brown@dot.state.oh.us  
Phone: (513)933-6706  

 
   
From: DSpinney@bctid.org [mailto:DSpinney@bctid.org]  
Sent: Monday, May 19, 2014 2:04 PM 

To: Brown, Scott 
Cc: Smith, Keith 
Subject: Fw: SHX - match ELLIS to TRAC  
   
Scott,  
 
I am attaching two pages from the draft application to TRAC indicating the most recent  cost estimates for the project.  It is 
apparently important to have ELLIS updated with the most recent data for the TRAC review.  I understand from Keith that 
you can update ELLIS data appropriately.  If you require additional information I will be happy to provide it as the 
construction cost estimates were provided by B&N using ODOTs's estimator software,.                          
 
David L. Spinney  
Director  
Butler County Transportation Improvement District  
1921 Fairgrove Ave.  
Hamilton, Ohio 45011  
(513) 785-3452 (office)  
(513) 478-9736 (cell)  
 
----- Forwarded by David Spinney/BCTID on 05/19/2014 01:53 PM -----  
 
From:        "Taylor, Melissa" <Melissa.Taylor@dot.state.oh.us>  
To:        "Smith, Keith" <Keith.Smith@dot.state.oh.us>,  
Cc:        "Dave Spinney (DSpinney@bctid.org)" <DSpinney@bctid.org>  
Date:        05/14/2014 01:24 PM  
Subject:        SHX - match ELLIS to TRAC  
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Keith and Dave  

  
You may already have this on your list but Jim Gates said last year he needs Ellis (funds and dates) to match the TRAC app at the time 

of app submittal.  He said it creates problems for them otherwise.  I’m aware there are some funding, scope and other changes since 

the last app.  Could you both please make a point to coordinate on this item close to the submittal date?  Thanks.  

  
Melissa  

  

  

  
Melissa Taylor  
   Regional Manager, Southwest & Southern Ohio*  
   Office of Jobs & Commerce  
   Ohio Department of Transportation  

  
Jobs & Commerce is a rapid-response team working to meet the transportation needs of  

prospective & expanding Ohio companies.    

  

Office      513.933.6155                                Online          

Mobile    513.260.5189  
  
melissa.taylor@dot.state.oh.us  

  
Serving the 15-county region of:  

  
* Southwest                Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Greene, Hamilton, Preble, Warren  
* Southern                   Adams, Brown, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, Pike, Scioto, Ross    
   

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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BUT-South Hamilton Crossing
Award Date 12/18/2016

Estimate Date: 4/24/14

Assumptions: 9% contingency and 21% inflation 

factor

Construction Estimate

Roadway 2,769,835$          9,364,279$                   2,072,227$          

Erosion Control 271,800$             ** 215,348$             

Drainage 3,061,490$          3,641,597$                   2,313,770$          

BMP's 308,308$             ** 169,632$             

Pavement 2,053,683$          * 1,374,614$          

Sanitary Sewer 311,852$             * 346,154$             

Waterwork 684,855$             * 550,652$             

Gas 359,128$             * 338,280$             

Electric 3,857,425$          * 3,186,824$          

Telephone -$                          -$                                    148,566$             

Lighting 906,956$             906,954$                       696,000$             

Traffic Control 96,363$               758,228$                       41,075$               

Traffic Signals 389,616$             *** 350,969$             

Building Demolition 689,700$             † 597,600$             

Structures 3,397,152$          4,086,852$                   3,316,936$          

Retaining Walls -$                          -$                                    -$                          

Maintenance of Traffic 272,250$             *** 190,800$             

Railroad 500,000$             500,000$                       500,000$             

Incidentials 677,600$             * 295,740$             

Contingency 1,462,554$          2,262,552$                   1,620,518$          

Total Construction Cost Estimate 22,070,568$       21,520,463$                 18,325,707$       

Construction Management 800,000$                             **** 800,000$             

Preliminary Engineering 627,957$             627,957$                       627,957$             

Engineering Design 1,172,284$          1,172,284$                   1,172,284$          

Right of Way Relocation costs 5,500,000$          5,500,000$                   5,500,000$          

Project Total Cost 30,170,809$       28,820,704$                 26,425,948$       

5% of Total = 1,321,297$         

* - Incld w/ Roadway

** - Incld w/Drainage

*** - Incld w/ Traffic Control  ****Incld w 

Contingency                     † - Incld w/ 

Structures

RR COST 

SHARE

TRAC 

APPLICATION

TOTAL PROJECT 

COST



Base Est. Inflation (21%) Total Est.

Roadway 2,289,120$        480,715$             $2,769,835

Erosion Control 224,628$           47,172$               $271,800

Drainage 2,530,157$        531,333$             $3,061,490

BMP's 254,800$           53,508$               $308,308

Pavement 1,697,259$        356,424$             $2,053,683

Sanitary Sewer 257,729$           54,123$               $311,852

Waterwork 565,996$           118,859$             $684,855

Gas 296,800$           62,328$               $359,128

Electric -$                          $0

Lighting 749,550$           157,406$             $906,956

Traffic Control 79,639$              16,724$               $96,363

Traffic Signals 321,997$           67,619$               $389,616

Building Demolition 570,000$           119,700$             $689,700

Structures 2,807,564$        589,588$             $3,397,152

Retaining Walls -$                         -$                          $0

Maintenance of Traffic 225,000$           47,250$               $272,250

Railroad -$                          $0

Incidentials 560,000$           117,600$             $677,600

Contingency (9%) 1,208,722$        253,832$             $1,462,554

Subtotal 14,638,961$      

Total 17,713,143$      $17,713,143



Base Est. Inflation (21%) Total Est.

Roadway $5,666,903 $1,190,050 $9,364,279

Roadway $2,289,119

Pavement $1,697,259

Sanitary Sewer $257,729

Waterwork $565,996

Gas $296,800

Incidentals $560,000

Electric $2,279,388 $2,507,326

Drainage $3,009,584 $632,013 $3,641,597

Erosion Control $224,627

Drainage $2,530,157

BMP's $254,800

Lighting $749,549 $157,405 $906,954

Traffic Control $626,635 $131,593 $758,228

Traffic Control $79,639

Traffic Signals $321,996

MOT $225,000

Structures $3,377,564 $709,288 $4,086,852

Structures $2,807,564

Building Demo $570,000

Retaining Walls $0 $0

Railroad $500,000 $500,000

Contengency $1,208,721 $253,831 $1,462,552

TOTAL $14,638,956 $20,720,463



Base Est. Inflation (20%) Total Est.

Roadway 1,726,856$        345,371$             $2,072,227

Erosion Control 179,457$           35,891$               $215,348

Drainage 1,928,142$        385,628$             $2,313,770

BMP's 141,360$           28,272$               $169,632

Pavement 1,145,512$        229,102$             $1,374,614

Sanitary Sewer 288,462$           57,692$               $346,154

Waterwork 458,877$           91,775$               $550,652

Gas 281,900$           56,380$               $338,280

Electric 2,655,687$        531,137$             $3,186,824

Telephone 123,805$           24,761$               $148,566

Lighting 580,000$           116,000$             $696,000

Traffic Control 34,229$              6,846$                 $41,075

Traffic Signals 292,474$           58,495$               $350,969

Building Demolition 498,000$           99,600$               $597,600

Structures 2,764,113$        552,823$             $3,316,936

Retaining Walls -$                         -$                          $0

Maintenance of Traffic 159,000$           31,800$               $190,800

Railroad -$                         -$                          $0

Incidentials 246,450$           49,290$               $295,740

Contingency (10%) 1,350,432$        270,086$             $1,620,518

Subtotal 14,854,756$      

Total 17,974,255$      $17,825,707



2/27/14 Estimate

ROADWAY

63,600$           

# 8.99769$                   4,868$              

# 2.57740$                   45,981$           

# 0.74931$                   21,639$           

# 2.25514$                   16,896$           

2,408$              

# 12.44070$                 30,567$           

10,616$           

# 199.04272$               2,986$              

# 236.85134$               5,684$              

22,664$           

1,292,360$      

# 1.08820$                   26,541$           

1,059$              

# 20.00000$                 4,500$              

4 1,840.86134$            7,363$              

1,400$              

2,500$              

800$                 

101,538$         

4,598$              

35,204$           

1,898$              

3,682$              

1,711,352$      1,726,856$     

EROSION CONTROL

110$                 

106,185$         

# 0.31903$                   20,349$           

# 0.22772$                   924$                 

# 0.12015$                   487$                 

9 350.30252$               3,114$              

# 33.85860$                 446$                 

# 0.66677$                   235$                 

# 1.28436$                   184$                 

# 1.83178$                   2,610$              

7,950$              

31,800$           

174,394$         179,457$        



DRAINAGE

# 4.85187$                   52,628$           

# 12.40611$                 10,037$           

# 49.82882$                 15,098$           

# 43.25798$                 19,250$           

# 58.62220$                 31,539$           

# 64.95905$                 10,718$           

# 54.17770$                 11,702$           

9,557$              

10,098$           

# 73.25711$                 29,742$           

5,313$              

90,875$           

964,800$         

117,605$         

4 2,680.35370$            10,721$           

5 1,893.27650$            9,466$              

6 1,069.43340$            6,417$              

1,585$              

52,900$           

104,000$         

354,240$         

1,918,292$      1,928,142$     

BMP'S

9,600$              

20,000$           

# 140.00000$               2,800$              

100,000$         

132,400$         141,360$        

PAVEMENT

# 2.27720$                   2,072$              

4,572$              

# 108.90668$               558,147$         

# 35.97118$                 138,237$         

# 1.44385$                   1,718$              

# 2.14355$                   19,768$           

# 119.86369$               138,682$         

# 200.00000$               165,200$         

6,570$              

21,650$           



72,110$           

1,128,727$      1,145,512$     

SANITARY SEWER

# 18.14479$                 22,681$           

6 514.95307$               3,090$              

40,200$           

137,970$         

5 3,116.00000$            15,580$           

1 559.90957$               560$                 

1 1,057.52760$            1,058$              

221,138$         288,462$        

WATERWORK

# 5.00000$                   19,000$           

352,440$         

4,483$              

# 2,139.98694$            34,240$           

23,400$           

433,563$         458,877$        

GAS

# 10.00000$                 30,000$           

58,920$           

25,500$           

76,640$           

71,920$           

262,980$         281,900$        

LIGHTING 580,000$         580,000$        

TRAFFIC CONTROL 59,730$           34,229$           

TRAFFIC SIGNALS 321,997$         292,473$        

BUILDING DEMO 498,000$         498,000$        

STRUCTURES 2,807,564$      2,764,113$     

MOT 159,000$         159,000$        



INCIDENTALS

47,700$           

75,000$           

300,000$         

422,700$         246,450$        

ELECTRIC 2,655,688$      2,655,688$     

TELEPHONE 123,805$         123,805$        

CONTINGENCY 1,361,133$      1,350,432$     

TOTAL COST 14,972,463$   14,854,756$   

Contingency 2,994,493$      

ESTIMATED TOTAL 17,966,955$   17,825,710$   141,245$           
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