Office of Contracts – Purchasing Contracts Prebid Questions

9/27/2023

ITB: 026-24

Question: 
item 3B for all sections &quot;Floor to side radius, 50 mm (2&quot;)&quot;.  Would you accept the deviation of the floor being formed at a 45 degree angle on both sides giving a flat of 80.5&quot; of flat on the floor in between both bends?

Answer: Not acceptable, due to OPI built salt spreaders and other equipment would not have correct fit and would need to be redesigned. 

ITB: 026-24

Question: 
Section 1 Item 11B states and Section 3 Item 11b the long members need to be stainless steel 201 material for long members on carbon steel body specs.  Is this correct?

Answer: No that is not correct in the specification.  This will need to be changed.
9/25/2023

ITB: 249-24

Question: 
ITB states &quot;The ESS shall be measured periodically during the 12-year design life of the buses per the following protocol by the Contractor at an interval of at least every 3 years.&quot; 

We request to eliminate all battery capacity testing after the bus has been successfully delivered. Our batteries are fully covered for 12 years under our standard warranty. The warranty is responsible for the attenuation results. It is not responsible for the attenuation changes in the process. Can you accommodate this request?

Answer: ODOT will accept the deviation for mandatory battery testing at least every 3 years, as long as bidder’s have a warranty that will cover the battery for faults.

Bidders shall indicate in their bid the expected/anticipated degradation of batteries that would NOT warrant warranty claims. Bidders shall also agree to test the battery at the Purchaser’s request, should the Purchaser experience issues. ODOT will only eliminate the requirement of at least every 3 years, but will maintain that successful bidder’s will still be prepared to test the battery on an “as-needed” basis for fault detection. 

ITB: 249-24

Question: 
Please clarify how we are to fill out Form 2 - Bidder Certificate Statement. As I understand it, we are to provide information of our parent company for COMPANY NAME, ADDRESS, and CITY/STATE/ZIP. If the bid is submitted by a subsidiary of the parent company, should the subsidiary company&#39;s COMPANY NAME, ADDRESS, and CITY/STATE/ZIP be included too? 

Additional information is required directly below COMPANY NAME, ADDRESS, and CITY/STATE/ZIP, including &quot;company name&quot; and &quot;executing agent - typed&quot;. In the field marked &quot;(company name)&quot;, are we to name of the parent company like or should we provide the name of the subsidiary company submitting the bid? Also, what information is to be provided in the field marked &quot;(executing agent - typed)&quot;? 

Answer: If there is a parent company, that information goes in the first “Company Name, Address, and City, State, Zip”. 

The first blank after “I ______” shall be the name of the authorized official of the parent company and the “Title” shall correspond with the authorized official. The next “Company name” and “Executing Agent” shall be the Bidder/subsidiary company. The Authorized official shall then sign on the first signature page. 

The authorized person for the subsidiary company (Executing Agent) will then sign at the next signature line. The Title and Date shall be reflective of the Executing agent.

9/22/2023

ITB: 249-24

Question: 
The ITB states &quot;Fasteners should be corrosion resistant. Panels and fasteners shall not be easily removable by passengers. Exposed interior fasteners should be minimized, and where required shall be tamper-resistant.&quot; 

Our standard fasteners are not tamper-resistant. Will you accept this deviation?

Answer: ODOT accepts standard non-tamper resistant fasteners. However, Bidders should attempt to use tamper-resistant when fasteners are available for the public to reach.
9/22/2023

ITB: 249-24

Question: 
The ITB states &quot;&quot;Access openings in the floor shall be sealed to prevent entry of fumes and water into the bus interior. Flooring material at or around access openings shall be flush with the floor and shall be edge-bound with stainless steel or another material that is acceptable to the Purchaser to prevent the edges from coming loose.&quot; 

The trim for the access openings on our electric buses is 2 to 3 millimeters above the floor. Will you accept this deviation?

Answer: ODOT requests to see a photo of the deviation to make a determination.
9/22/2023

ITB: 249-24

Question: 
Can a manufacturer sell the bus directly to the end-user or does the transaction need to involve a dealer?

Answer: As long as the manufacturer has a vendor license and is able to sell vehicles in the state of Ohio and obtain a title, the manufacturer may sell directly to the Purchaser.
9/22/2023

ITB: 249-24

Question: 
ITB states &quot;A jump-start connector, red for 24V and blue for 12V, whichever is applicable, shall be provided at a location determined at the pre-production meeting and shall be equipped with dust cap and adequately protected from moisture, dirt, and debris.&quot; 

We would like to clarify that our transit buses are battery powered and the on-board electrical system in each bus is 24v.  We can provide a 24V jump-start connector in rear compartment. Will you accept this deviation?

Answer: ODOT approves this request. The 24V shall be red in color and still maintain the dust cap.
9/22/2023

ITB: 249-24

Question: 
ITB states &quot;The ESS shall be measured periodically during the 12-year design life of the buses per the following protocol by the Contractor at an interval of at least every 3 years.&quot; 

We request to eliminate all battery capacity testing after the bus has been successfully delivered. Our batteries are fully covered for 12 years under our standard warranty. The warranty is responsible for the attenuation results. It is not responsible for the attenuation changes in the process. Can you accommodate this request?

Answer: Please provide more information regarding the warranty of the battery of the bus. ODOT will make a determination based on the warranty.
9/22/2023

ITB: 249-24

Question: 
Please clarify how we are to fill out Form 2 - Bidder Certificate Statement. As I understand it, we are to provide information of our parent company for COMPANY NAME, ADDRESS, and CITY/STATE/ZIP. If the bid is submitted by a subsidiary of the parent company, should the subsidiary company&#39;s COMPANY NAME, ADDRESS, and CITY/STATE/ZIP be included too? 

Additional information is required directly below COMPANY NAME, ADDRESS, and CITY/STATE/ZIP, including &quot;company name&quot; and &quot;executing agent - typed&quot;. In the field marked &quot;(company name)&quot;, are we to name of the parent company like or should we provide the name of the subsidiary company submitting the bid? Also, what information is to be provided in the field marked &quot;(executing agent - typed)&quot;?

Answer: If there is a parent company, that information goes in the first “Company Name, Address, and City, State, Zip”. 

The first blank after “I ______” shall be the name of the authorized official of the parent company and the “Title” shall correspond with the authorized official. The next “Company name” and “Executing Agent” shall be the Bidder/subsidiary company. The Authorized official shall then sign on the first signature page. 

The authorized person for the subsidiary company (Executing Agent) will then sign at the next signature line. The Title and Date shall be reflective of the Executing agent.

The “Executing Agent” shall be the authorized person of the subsidiary company that is allowed to submit the bid.
9/20/2023

ITB: 249-24

Question: 
Two Questions: Question #1) Can an option price be added to the price menu as to include the ADA QPOD  Securement system to the bid as it is widely used in the state of OH? Question#2) Can an option price be added to the price menu as to include the ADA QUANTUM rear facing securement system as several properties in OH use the system?   Thank you   

Answer: “Exhibit D-1 Price Sheet instructions” gives instructions on how to add options to bidders’ price sheet. ADA QPOD and ADA QUANTAM may be added to the pricing sheet.

ITB: 249-24

Question: 
On page 117 under Section13HH. Floor Covering, the mention of a minimum flooring thickness was omitted. For  Heavy-duty bus vehicle lengths specified in the IFB, the minimum thickness has been 2.7mm, with some older buses still operating on Ohio street coming in above 3.1mm.  Transit Bus Floors less than 2.7mm would be exclusively found on medium duty shuttle /paratransit buses delivered with the state of Ohio. To approve less than 2.7mm thick transit bus floor on this range of buses for your IFB would likely result in a costly and time- consuming mid-life cycle removal &amp; replacement of a thinner transit bus floor. The hope is you will reconsider and change this floor thickness omission.

Answer: ODOT utilized the APTA standards for this ITB. APTA currently does not utilize floor thickness. Concerns of the durability of the floor are addressed under section: “N, Floor, 3N. “Construction” in the ITB that states that “The floor shall consist of the subfloor and the floor covering that will last the life of the bus”. No minimum floor thickness will be required at this time.

9/14/2023

ITB: 249-24

Question: 
New Flyer doesn&#39;t provide discount pricing on parts. Firm volumes provided by all customers allows us the opportunity to negotiate pricing and pass savings onto the customer. The customer will also gain the benefit of accessing an experienced New Flyer Customer Service Representative who is dedicated to communicating all of the pricing requirements. 

New Flyer requests acknowledgement that parts pricing lists are not generated.  Fifteen (15) days pricing information is provided for parts listed in the draft Recommended Stocking List accompaning this proposal.  Competitive pricing will be made available by ODOT designated New Flyer Customer Service Representative. NFI Parts will provide price lists based on awarded Aftermarket contracts. 

Answer: ODOT Acknowledges that parts pricing lists are not generated. 


New Flyer requests approval to charge it&#39;s standard restocking fee of 20% of the purchase price. In the case of usable product, we may elect to waive the restocking fee. However, a higher restocking fee may be applied to custom manufactured and surplus parts. New Flyer reserves the right to refuse the return of specialty items, custom parts and/or excess returns.   

Answer: No, ODOT will not allow the 20% and will only accept the maximum 10% as stated in the bid document. 

ITB: 430-24

Question: 
Will the Department supply the Vendor the ADA Checklists and Excel Spread sheet from the Previous  Self Assessment and Transition Plan so it can be utilized as a tool to verify if the inaccessibility of the space, device or accommodation is new, old, and /or in or out of compliance with the previous transition plan? 

Answer: The previously completed assessments can be provided. However, the spaces (i.e., not all locations were previously assessed, and some locations we no longer own/maintain/have changed and in the previous assessments not all the same locations were assessed,) so the previous reports would be incomplete. 

9/13/2023

ITB: 430-24

Question: 
In the excel spreadsheet provided with the ITB, what are the abbreviations listed in Column J “Use Category”?

Answer: The abbreviations listed in Column J-Use Category, are taken from the adjacent column I-Use. 

For example, SRA=State Route Rest Area from column J, Column I=Rest Area Building

                           IRA=Interstate Rest Area  

ITB: 430-24

Question: 
Are employee-only areas included in the assessment? No
9/12/2023

ITB: 430-24

Question: 
1. Section 1.1 specifies that the final report shall be in EXCEL format and compatible with the ODOT system. Could you clarify what is ODOT System? Please confirm the final report, as Excel is consistent with the ODOT System.  

ODOT uses Microsoft Products, Excel, Word, also convertible to PDF, etc. 

2. Would you expect a single final report or individual facilities reports with the barrier information? 

Either, or both would be acceptable. Ideally one large report for our federal reporting requirements and individual reports for each location for our internal planning purposes.  

3. Could you clarify the timeline? Section 5 refers to contracts needing to be completed by 4/30/2023, and Section 2 refers to the project needing to be completed within 12 months from the Date of the Award 

Work must be completed and invoiced by end of 12 month contract. 

9/11/2023

ITB: 430-24

Question: 
Can you clarify your statement within the Section 7: Work to be Performed -  &quot;providing cohesive reporting of the inventory statuses in order for the agency to report the information in its ADA Self-Evaluation and ADA Transition Plan Updates&quot;?   

Is the Vendor providing the  the inventory status information in the form of completed checklists and customized adjustable reporting in Excel to ODOT for the agency to use in developing the ADA Self-Evaluation Report and ADA-Transition Plan. (YES)  Or is the Vendor also responsible for providing the Report the Agency will post as it&#39;s updates of the ADA-Self Evaluation and ADA Transition Plan? (NO)
9/8/2023

ITB: 249-24

Question: 
TESCO is very interested in participating in your procurement.  However, after review of the current procurement schedule, we respectfully request the following extension for this procurement: 

Move bid due date out for four (4) weeks from September 28, 2023. 

The amount of workload, questions and pricing items that must be included in a procurement of this size is extensive.  The requested four (4) week extension would allow us to appropriately procure all the base and option pricing items with vendors and provide the most comprehensive proposal and pricing to your procurement. 

ODOT is unable to extend the deadline. 

In addition, please advise if there is a due date for Approved Equals/Clarifications, as it was not listed on the proposal.  Please note that the time frame for Ohio State responses to approved equal requests also impacts our ability to follow up with vendors, procure new pricing and documentation as required to complete our proposal.   

Page 196 states : PREBID QUESTIONS, DISCREPANCIES, AND CLARIFICATIONS: Any discrepancies, omissions, ambiguities, or conflicts in or among the bidding documents or doubts as to the meaning shall be brought to the Department’s attention by the bidder no less than three (3) business days prior to the bid submission deadline. All questions, discrepancies, clarifications, etc. must be submitted electronically (hyperlink below). During the competitive bidding process, bidders (and their agents) are prohibited from contacting any ODOT office, including District offices, other than the Office of Contract Sales, Purchasing Services section to obtain responses to any questions. The Department may find a bidder non-responsive for failing to adhere to any of the above requirements. 

Please have all questions submitted by Monday September 25th, 2023. ODOT will attempt to be prompt in all submitted questions. 
The requested time extension and your feedback on approved equals timeline will help provide us with the appropriate time to dedicate the attention to detail that is required for this type of procurement.  Thank you for your consideration of this request.  We look forward to a positive and timely response.   

ITB: 153-24

Question: 
Are we required to bid on all items listed? If we cannot bid on particular items will our bid submission be thrown out as we did not bid on all items listed?


Answer: No, you are not required to bid on all items. We will accept any equipment that you bid if they meet minimum.
9/6/2023

ITB: 098B-24

Question: 
ODOT ITB 098B-24 - wasn&#39;t listed in drop down.  

The 8AT and even 14AT truck specs say 3.6L V6 minimum requirement.  The Ford F-150 offers a 3.3L V6.  Does this make the F-150 and Ranger not eligible or would the 3.3L be acceptable because at 290 Horsepower  it does meet the horsepower requirement of 280 HP.  

Answer: Yes it is acceptable.

ITB: 430-24

Question: 
Contract Duration: 
On page 3, under Section 2, it states that the effective duration of the contract shall be twelve (12) months from the Date of Award. 
However, on page 4, under Section 7, it is specified that &quot;The work performed under this project must be completed and invoiced by 4/31/2024.&quot; 
Could you please clarify if the work should be completed within twelve months from the Date of Award or by 4/31/2024?

Work must be completed and invoiced by end of 12 month contract. 

ITB: 430-24

Question: 
Location Coordinates: 
The ITB lists 165 locations where the work is to be performed. At points, it is difficult to locate the site locations with the addresses provided accurately. For accurate planning and logistics, could you please provide a shapefile or a document with geographic coordinates to help better locate these site locations?

We do not have a document readily available with geographic coordinates of all 165 locations. Could you specify which locations you are having difficulty locating?

ITB: 430-24

Question: 

The list of facilities to be assessed contains several County Garage Buildings, if these facilities do not host public programs or services, is OhDOT willing to exclude them from the assessments to meet the project timeline?

Answer: The only facilities included in the list are those that could reasonably be expected to have members of the public frequent on a normal basis, other locations (i.e., outposts, temporary construction locations, seasonally occupied buildings) were not included on the list of the locations.
ITB: 430-24

Question: 
The ITB states in Section 1.1 that the vendor must utilize the defined regulations and criteria included in the ADA Checklist for Existing Facilities based on the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design. Does this mean require use of this specific checklist or can a similar type checklist in Excel be used that is based on the ADA standards, in addition to similar format checklists for PROWAG? 

A similar type checklist based on the 2010 Design Standards in with Excel convertibility is acceptable. 

The ITB states in Section 1.1 that work must be performed during normal business hours. Does this apply to rest areas, which are open 24 hours, or only office/full service locations? 

Rest Areas could be assessed outside of normal business hours, however at your own risk as there are not staff available to escort/accompany/help direct if needed. 

Section 7 notes that work performed must be completed and invoiced by 4/31/2024, which conflicts with the duration of the contract of 12 months from date of award in Section 2. Please confirm that Section 2 language is correct.

Work must be completed and invoiced by end of 12 month contract. 

8/30/2023

ITB: 523-24

Question: 
Section 3.2.B. states that the Company must demonstrate experience in conducting at least three (3) stream mitigation projects within the past 15 years that demonstrates coordination, approval, and release of stream mitigation projects from the USACE and OEPA.  Will there be any consideration (points) awarded for conducting stream mitigation projects which successfully demonstrate the coordination, approval, and release from the USACE and regulatory agencies in other states?

Answer: The requirement is that the projects are to be in Ohio.  ODOT may consider granting points if a company submits a project(s) similar to Ohio’s regulatory approval process.

8/11/2023

ITB: 908-24

Question: 

Section 9, Covered Scenarios, point B - "Configure MQTT Sink Connector for accessing data directly from MQTT broker from within ESP"
Is this Sink Connector a Kafka Connector to send data to an MQTT broker or is there some other non-Kafka MQTT Connector system the ESP would like to implement?  Yes it is a Kafka Connector available on Confluent Hub

Section 10, point 3 - "MQTT Connector - Access of IOT and Device related data"
This section seems to be talking to Kafka Connect, and an MQTT Sink Connector to push data to a (possibly external) MQTT broker. Is this correct?  Yes this is correct
8/9/2023

ITB: 908-24

Question: 
1. Section 2.2 (page 9): 

The way the requirements are written it is implied that users who wish to subscribe to data will need an account.  Does another component already handle the creation of accounts for those users, or is that a part of this task order? Accounts and passwords will be created by ODOTs existing MyODOT https://myodot.dot.state.oh.us/ssl/Main.aspx application.   

Does a system already exist for user management from the ODOT perspective or will that need to be a part of this task order? User management in this sense means blocking access to users, resetting passwords, and other similar administrative capabilities. User management password resets will be handled by ODOTs MyODOT application.  User management of blocking access to users will be handled via ODOTs existing Application Security Manager (ASM).  The vendor will need to design a solution for managing/handling access to company and user subscriptions to data streams/data sets as described in Section 2.2 (aka Section 7)
If a user system already exists, what is it and what technologies and protocols does it use?  User management password resets will be handled by ODOTs MyODOT application and Application Security Manager (ASM) application.  These technologies are using Microsoft Active Directory/ADFS accounts and groups and OAuth2/OpenID protocol is used.

2. 908-24, section 2.2 (page 9): 

Does another component already exist that allows the registration of a company and configuring who its admin(s) is?  ADFS is used for managing accounts and Active Directory (AD) groups/roles, PostgreSQL is being used to manage the relationships between the user and their organization/company.  The vendor will need to design a solution that aligns with these existing ODOT technologies and fulfills the requirements in the RFP.

3. 908-24, section 2.3.3 (page 15), 

Consumer Pull: Is the technical capability of having an ESP REST Endpoint for consumer pull covered by another task order, or does the underlying technical capability of this feature need to be built as part of this task order?  No, the vendor will need to design and deliver a solution that meets the requirements in the RFP.
This task order seems to imply only the configuration of such an endpoint is necessary, not the creation of the necessary infrastructure and technical capability for the feature to exist. Said another way, does this task order only configure an ESP REST Endpoint by communicating with another component or does this task order encompass creating every aspect of an ESP REST Endpoint?  Creating every aspect of an ESP REST Endpoint.
4. 908-24, section 2.3.5 (page 16), 

Integration of Open Source Tools: Which open source tools are currently being used and for what high-level purpose(s)?  The vendor will need to determine which open source tools are to be used in the solution design that meet the requirements in the RFP.  The open source tools need to be able to be deployed/used in the ESP environment.
8/8/2023

ITB: 235-24

Question: 
Is Method substitution acceptable? The answer to this question is dependent on what method is being requested and if there is an OEPA acceptable substitution.

Does the vendor have to provide hazardous waste field sampling in order to bid on the hazardous waste section of the ITB 235 contract/Can analytical only be awarded? Field sampling would be on a requested basis and should be an available option.  We are requesting the laboratories bid this “apples to apples”.  If the field sampling is something that your lab does not have the capability or willing to do, then you need to state such.

Do you require field sampling technicians to be Hazwoper certified?  Anyone doing field sampling should have a certain awareness of the hazards involved and safety protection while doing their job.

Who is the incumbent laboratory for this work?  EA Group is the current contract laboratory.

Can you please provide the bid tab for the current contract? 

That can be found on the website, award tab on the right.

https://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ContractAdmin/Contracts/Lists/PurchaseCurrentContracts/CoOp1.aspx 

Can you please provide the total annual revenue from this current contract? This contract does not have a guaranteed revenue per year and is dependent on use.  It is based on the demand of the Districts on how often and how much they will use the contract.

ITB: 015-24

Question: 
Section 5 of the bid document states that &#39;Delivery shall be required to be completed within 360 calendar days of receipt of valid Purchase Order.&#39; 

Will ODOT consider vendors that cannot meet that requirement?

Answer: Yes, we will still consider vendors that cannot meet this delivery time. 
8/7/2023

ITB: 019-24

Question: 
Part # DF3003S is designed to only accept the Dicke Fold &amp; Roll Sign System sign that has metal braces on the back and folds down and around for storage. It was MASH tested with the 3000XP48 sign top. Considering this sign base is not usable without the sign top can I price it out with the sign top included in the price or how would you like me to proceed?

Answer: The sign support should be priced without the sign top. Just price the sign support DF3003S.

8/3/2023

ITB: 235-24

Question: 
For the New Well Sampling, Will Ohio Drinking Water certifications be required? Must we bid on all analytical parameters listed? If not, are those fields left blank or should we indicate NB (No Bid)?

Answer: ODOT contract number 235-24 for new well sampling would be a monitoring well, not a drinking water well and would not require a drinking water certification.

The laboratory should list all analytical capabilities that it has available or list those analytical capabilities of a sub-contract lab if necessary.   Any analytical test not performed by the lab should be omitted or listed as no bid items.

ITB: 908-24

Section 7, Point 9, Example Steps 6-8 
This section talks to an automated key cycling mechanism. This process is not clear – does ODOT have a plan for distribution of those auto-updated keys and is there an understanding of how this would affect existing subscriptions? For instance if a client had a JDBC Kafka Connector configured, is it understood that it would need to be reconfigured for each key cycle?
The vendor needs to define/design a solution for this.  ODOT does not have a plan to solve for this.  The vendor will need to provide/respond if this is possible or not possible.

Section 8 ESP Data Consumption Methods Point D

Putting the data through Elastic Search may require expanded data storage and costs to ODOT. With the subscriber configuring the topics to retain in this fashion, they could cause significant expansion in data storage costs for ODOT. Is that acceptable? Note that this one was answered that a follow-up with Nick Hegemier will be required and is included here for that reason.  ODOT will evaluate data storage costs after a solution is designed and delivered and can make decisions/adjustments if/as needed regarding data storage and who will fund/pay for any data storage costs.
Section 10 Configuration Point D

Referencing various authorization artifacts such as Client Certificate, Keys, CA Certificates. This reference is not clear as to the intent of use – are these for use with connection to a subscriber data system or the ODOT ESP systems? Both  To what purpose will these authorization mechanisms be put?  Purpose is to  enable secure connections before data can be consumed.
7/14/2023

ITB: 572-24

Question: 
Would ODOT consider extending the deadline for this proposal considering there will only be a week between questions being answered and the proposal due date for consultants to make any necessary adjustments necessitated by ODOT&#39;s answers?

Answer: No.
7/14/2023

ITB: 572-24

Question: 
Page 8 of the RFP, Section 4.3, DBE Participation Plan, states &quot;The DBE Participation Plan must include one or more of the three items listed below, as applicable: 
• Listing of DBE subconsultants including their names, their roles and responsibilities, their applicable NAICS code(s), and expected subcontract amounts 
• A declaration that the proposer is a DBE and that the proposer is certified in applicable NAICS code(s) (specify) 
• A declaration that the proposer expects no DBE participation on this contract Cost&quot; 

We have a few questions regarding this section of the RFP listed below:  
1. If we are planning on utilizing DBE firms that are local to each specific Agency that issues a task order, (for example an Outreach firm local to Sandusky for a Sandusky TDP update), would this be acceptable to add firms to our team for each task order?  Any subcontractors that are intended to be utilized throughout the duration of this contract should be included in a respondent’s initial proposal. Under unique circumstances, and with ODOT approval, subcontractors that were not included in the initial proposal may be added onto a task, however this is not encouraged, nor guaranteed.  

2. If so, is it okay to state this in the DBE plan despite it not being one of the three items listed?  You may state this in the DBE Plan.
7/14/2023

ITB: 572-24

Question: 
On behalf of Nelson\Nygaard, below please find some additional questions from our contracts and IT departments regarding solicitation 572-24. Thank you.  

1. As a professional consulting firm working primarily with the public sector, we are not set up to accept credit card payments. Is it possible that this requirement to accept payment by credit card may be waived? These are part of the standard terms and conditions. ODOT Transit and the transit agencies will not paying any vendor/consultant with a credit card for this contract. All vendors/consultants will need to invoice and then they will be reimbursed through check or direct deposit.

2. Similar to many firms following the advent of the pandemic, we have focused on making our IT infrastructure nimble while also secure. Related to the Affirmation and Disclosure form: 

a. Is it possible to obtain a waiver if a consultant is unable to restrict access to the information if employees were travelling outside of the US? We don’t expect any State data will be used under this contract, so this isn’t an issue. 

b. With regard to storage location, we use cloud services. We don’t have exact addresses. Is it sufficient to include identifying information provided to us by cloud providers? Yes, that is acceptable.

c. For the location where the services are performed, many of our employees may be working remotely outside of their primary physical office. Is the requirement to include the primary office location associated with each employee working on the project, not anywhere where the data may be accessed? Just provide the primary physical offices of the project PM or key staff.
7/12/2023

ITB: 572-24

Question: 
On the pricing sheet: For proposals that include subconsultants, should all of the labor (including subconsultant Overhead and Fee) costs projected for subconsultants be identified in the column &quot;Subcon Cost?&quot; 

Answer: Please duplicate the Labor Rates_Cost Proposal tab for each subconsultant and then bring the total subconsultant costs into the prime’s Labor Rates_Cost Proposal tab in column Z.
7/7/2023

ITB: 572-24

Question: 
Since three consultant teams will be chosen for this contract, will the teams need to compete for each TDP, or will ODOT assign them TDPs based on their experience/qualifications?

Answer: No. For rural transit agencies, ODOT will assign the transit agency to a consultant team. For urban transit agencies, they will pick their vendor and negotiate scope, schedule, and budget.
7/6/2023

ITB: 572-24

Question: 
Can you confirm that ALL FORMS (Items E, F, G, and H) are to be submitted as SEPARATE documents from the Technical Proposal?

Answer: Yes.
7/6/2023

ITB: 572-24

Question: 
§ Does ODOT intend to award the contract to multiple firms? And if so, how does ODOT  plan to assign work to the successful firms? Yes, at least 3 firms
§ Is it acceptable to provide key staff resumes in an appendix without them counting towards the 30-page limit for Parts A-C? Yes
§ Are exceptions to the RFP and contract terms accepted? No, ODOT does not accept any changes to our contract terms.
§ May a proposer include in its submittal a request to negotiate the terms of the RFP to appear in the final contract? ODOT does not accept any changes to our contract terms.

§ Are subconsultants required to complete any of the proposal forms? If so, which form(s)? No
§ Please clarify if consultants are required to submit the proposal forms as a separate file. Yes
6/30/2023

ITB: 003-24

Question: 
Would ODOT be willing to accept separate pricing for demand-response? In reviewing the RFP and the pricing sheet, we noticed the current pricing may not account for different agencies and their different needs.

Answer: Some of the agencies listed only have demand response service. So we should have examples of demand response service only.
6/30/2023

ITB: 003-24

Answer: The new information is specific to the in-person demonstration scheduled for August 2. The criteria for the bid submission hasn’t changed since it was originally posted. We aren’t extending the deadline.
6/30/2023

ITB: 003-24

Question: 
In the excel sheet on Pricing,  there is row which says Ongoing costs for 1 year. Is it the monthly maintenance cost from year 2 onwards payable each year or is it related to any cost from year 1 onwards?

Answer: ODOT expects the monthly maintenance cost for year 1 to be consistent with future years.
6/29/2023


ITB: 003-24

Question: 
Are there mapping GIS standards or protocols that the State of Ohio requires us to support?  
Not for this project other than GTFS standards for fixed routes

1. What does &quot;crosswalk and integrate with other solutions via APIs&quot; mean to Ohio? Specifically, what does &quot;crosswalk&quot; mean?

A base-level of data portability using common industry standards, there is not an explicit specification of an API that is required.

2. When referring to real time direction routing, are you referring to turn-by-turn navigation? 

Yes, based on the destination of a trip as entered by a scheduler/dispatcher/ride database

3. Scheduling same-day trips” Is this a Scheduling Design application, On-Demand Application, Fixed Route Application requirement, or all three? 

Both for Scheduling Design and On-Demand, the fixed route requirement would also require same-day route deviation requests up to ¾ of a mile as required by the ADA.

4. Demo: What information do you intend to provide the day before the demo is to be carried out?  

ODOT will not provide any data to the vendors, vendors can either showcase an existing client or a hypothetical client.

ODOT expects to see a working demonstration of three (3) trip requests for demand response service. In the working demonstration, ODOT needs to see how the software responds to the trip requests, how the software schedules the trips, how the software reports trips into statistical counts and other reporting features, the connection between trip requests and billing, the communication to the assigned driver once the new trip is scheduled, and what the scheduler sees as the trip is scheduled.  

ODOT expects to see a working demonstration of one (1) trip request for a deviated fixed route, this should be a pickup trip request that deviates from the route, but is within the deviation area. In the working demonstration, ODOT needs to see how the software responds to the trip requests, how the software schedules the trips, how the software reports trips into statistical counts and other reporting features, the connection between trip requests and billing, the communication to the assigned driver once the new trip is scheduled, and what the scheduler sees as the trip is scheduled.  

ODOT expects to see a working demonstration of vehicle real-time tracking for customers of fixed route services and an example of integration with transfer system/fare payments. 

Vendor shall demonstrate that scheduling/dispatching software is capable of storing the accessibility needs and services for passengers, including allowing for extra pick-up/drop off times in scheduling for accessibility accommodations. This can be related to a paratransit or demand response trip. 

5. Will Ohio be prepared to distribute data at least a week prior to demonstration? Our team requires time to set up a system in our software, a minimum of a week. If the agency has GTFS and GTFS-RT feeds out of the box then that will ease the one-week requirement but if not, it will take time to track down all trips, schedules, buses, stops, transit stations, yards, and drivers to be able to demonstrate the software. That’s only to show the assets on Dispatch and to present them on a map. The rest like interacting with Drivers, sending service alerts, showing real-time passenger information on wayside signage, and integration with header boards all add time.  

See answer for Q5.

6. What is the scope of the demonstration you would like?  What are the use cases that you would like us to demonstrate within the software?   

See answer for Q5.

7. Do you want one of the four transit agencies to be set up in our software and demonstrated? Or is showing you the software working live with one of our real existing customers acceptable to you?  The benefit of the latter is that you can see all functionality working out of the box without needing to gather any information, and we don’t need to do any particular setup. Then setting up a demo within a 24-hour period is feasible.

See answer for Q5.

1. ITB: 003-24

Question: 
What other fare-payment; solutions outside of NEOride does ODOT expect vendors to be integrated with?
NEORide’s Masabi fare payment platform integrates with other fare payment solutions, so compatibility with NEORide’s Masabi implementation is only necessary.
2. How does ODOT expect agencies to utilize the ability to integrate with other fare payment solutions?

ODOT expects the software to interface with NEORide’s Masabi fare payment solution to record passenger trip and financial data into the scheduling/dispatching software’s recordkeeping.
3. Does ODOT require live vehicle locations for operations teams, or just customer facing? 

ODOT expects live vehicle locations to be visible to dispatchers/operations staff, but is not requiring live tracking to be visible to the public at this time.
4. The examples in pricing feature agencies with mostly on demand services, may we have an example agency that has more fixed route services?

Chillicothe Transit System is a good example of a system with a significant amount of fixed route service.
5. On Page 4 what specific cyber security requirements is ODOT referring to for compliance to their security standards? Is any formal compliance such as SOC 2 a strict requirement? 

ODOT expects the vendor to comply to the State of Ohio Administrative Policy IT-14 on Data Encryption and Securing Sensitive Data. Data Encryption and Securing Sensitive Data (ohio.gov)
6. Regarding the security requirements on Page 4 does this directly translate to all customer data must be stored in the US? 

Yes, according to Executive Order 2019-12D, all data must be stored in the United States: Signed+EO+2019-12D.pdf (ohio.gov) 
7. Can ODOT explain these parameters from Appendix A? 

a. E&amp;D Trips 

Trips meeting the ADA definition of elderly and disabled passengers, which are people 65 years or older or people with disabilities.
b. Average time on the wait list 

The time it takes before a passenger can schedule a trip.
8. Can we get a more general timeline / launch plan? For instance is the Go live time of 10/1/23 the same as the contract start time? 

It would be expected the contract would be signed prior to the go-live date.
9. Does ODOT require On-Demand Software vendors to bid with Fixed-Route Software vendors? 

ODOT expects the software vendor to have an arrangement with a fixed-route software vendor if their solution does not offer a fixed-route component. The business arrangement the software vendor has with a fixed route software provider is up to the primary vendor.
ITB: 003-24

Question: 
1. For the demonstration, what kind of data and data format will be provided? 

ODOT will not provide any data to the vendors, vendors can either showcase an existing client or a hypothetical client.

ODOT expects to see a working demonstration of three (3) trip requests for demand response service. In the working demonstration, ODOT needs to see how the software responds to the trip requests, how the software schedules the trips, how the software reports trips into statistical counts and other reporting features, the connection between trip requests and billing, the communication to the assigned driver once the new trip is scheduled, and what the scheduler sees as the trip is scheduled.  

ODOT expects to see a working demonstration of one (1) trip request for a deviated fixed route, this should be a pickup trip request that deviates from the route, but is within the deviation area. In the working demonstration, ODOT needs to see how the software responds to the trip requests, how the software schedules the trips, how the software reports trips into statistical counts and other reporting features, the connection between trip requests and billing, the communication to the assigned driver once the new trip is scheduled, and what the scheduler sees as the trip is scheduled.  

ODOT expects to see a working demonstration of vehicle real-time tracking for customers of fixed route services and an example of integration with transfer system/fare payments. 

Vendor shall demonstrate that scheduling/dispatching software is capable of storing the accessibility needs and services for passengers, including allowing for extra pick-up/drop off times in scheduling for accessibility accommodations. This can be related to a paratransit or demand response trip. 


2. We would kindly request a two-week extension. There are numerous similar RFPs in circulation and an extension would allow us to allocate sufficient time and resources to develop a comprehensive proposal. 

We will not be issuing an extension for this ITB. 

3. Regarding the affirmation and disclosure form: as a SaaS company, we perform most and/or all of our work remotely. We are happy to visit clients to meet them, help deploy the project, do training and other activities in person, but the majority of the implementation is done remotely. As such, would ODOT agree to certain employees working on the project being based in Canada? Does it consider any and all operations to do with the solution (e.g. changes to the software parameters) as needing to be performed in the US? 

According to Executive Order 2019-12D, all data must be stored in the United States: Signed+EO+2019-12D.pdf (ohio.gov). ODOT does not have any requirements about contracting staff being located in the US. 

6/23/2023

ITB: 003-24

Question: 
Are there mapping GIS standards or protocols that the State of Ohio requires us to support?

Answer: For this project, no, other than using GTFS standards for fixed routes.
6/23/2023

ITB: 003-24

Question: 

Can the Agency provide the service hours, days of operations, and range of the number of vehicles (i.e., minimum and maximum) to be used for this project by different transit agencies?
We can get service information, but ultimately the day-to-day operations of the agencies are decided by the individual agencies. This ITB can be used by any transit agency or provider in the state, you can expect a large range of transit operations. 

Can the Agency please provide the budget for the 1st year, and subsequent years of this project?
There isn’t a budget for this software. Agencies will contract with a vendor and bill the costs to ODOT (rural) or pay with their 5307 grant (urban). 

Who is the incumbent software provider? 

Ecolane and CTS, we also have two systems that use software provided by their service contractor.

Please confirm whether vendors are required to provide the hardware – e.g., MDTs – for the vehicles? 
Vendors are not required to provide hardware.
In the RFP it is stated that “The system must be able to crosswalk and integrate with other solutions via APIs”. 

a) Can the Agency provide the details of all third-party and existing integration required for this project? 

The vendor is expected to provide a baseline of data portability with their software. There is not one standard or solution that we are expecting.
The RFP requests signed forms with the bid submission including Exhibit A to E and also a DBE participation plan. 
a) Can the Agency please provide Exhibit B (Non-Collusion Affidavit) and Exhibit E (Signed FTA Clauses) to the vendors as these forms could not be found within the RFP document? 

You don’t need to submit Exhibit A (Affirmative Action Affidavit) and B (Non-Collusion Affidavit). You are signing the FTA Clauses when you sign the Signature Page because the FTA Clauses are included in the bid document. 

b) Kindly confirm whether the Agency has a DBE participation form, or whether the vendors need to provide it themselves? 

ODOT doesn’t have a DBE participation form. In your DBE Participation Plan you need to indicate if you are a DBE, have a DBE on your team, and you need to document any efforts you underwent to add a DBE to your team. 
c) Also, can the Agency please provide greater detail regarding the DBE requirements for this project? 
There is not a percentage DBE requirement for this contract, but we are requiring bidders to indicate if they are a DBE, if any firms on their team are a DBE, and to document any efforts you underwent to add a DBE to your team.

Can the Agency please extend the response submission deadline to allow bidders to submit more responsive and informative proposals?

We are not extending the due date for the bid.

6/22/2023

ITB: 003-24

Question: 
Fixed Route-specific experience  
QUESTION:  Is the State of Ohio DOT seeking for the CAD/AVL GTFS-RT data to carry over information (i.e. integrate) into NEORide specifically, or is it open to an alternative FPC system? 

Answer: NEORide is a fare payment solution, none of the CAD/AVL or GTFS-Real time data will be required to be integrated into other systems at this time.

Question: 
Business experience: 
QUESTION: Is this requirement specific to Demand Response, or is there a need for this data gathering/integration in Fixed Route as well?

Answer: The primary software use is for demand response, but a level of compatibility with fixed route/fixed route software will be needed by some rural transit agencies that operate fixed routes/deviated fixed routes.

Section 9: Product Specifications 
Scheduling experience: 
QUESTION: What is auto scheduling? Does this relate to run-cutting and new route modelling?

Answer: Auto-scheduling is the ability for the software to automatically assign and schedule a trip to a driver after being entered in by a scheduling/dispatcher or through an app or website request from the rider.
6/20/2023

ITB: 003-24

Question: 
Offerors must complete and submit Exbhits A,B,C,D, and E however I do not see them in the RFP. Where can these be found? 

Answer: Exhibits C, D, and E are included, just not labeled as C, D, and E. And Exhibits A and B are not necessary.
6/15/2023

ITB: 003-24

Question: 
For Washington County and Richland County (Agency 3 &amp; 4 on price proposal) what is the breakdown between demand response vehicles and fixed route vehicles? Do all vehicles perform both services?

Answer: That breakdown is available in Appendix, pages 57-58. 

ITB: 003-24

Question: 
Is there a desire for any type of camera hardware? If so, what type of camera hardware is desired? In the price proposal there is an optional item for camera hardware but the requirement is not listed in the RFP.

Answer: We don’t have specs for cameras. We know many agencies ask for them and many vendors offer cameras. There is space on the pricing page to describe any cameras you want to offer as a part of this contract.

ITB: 003-24

Question: 
Can rows be added to the price sheet to better align with each vendors pricing so long as unit costs and rows are consistent among each transit agency in Ohio?

Answer: The only change vendors can make to the pricing sheet is to add lines to the options.

6/14/2023

ITB: 003-24

Question: 
What is the nature of the integration with NEORide/EZfare/Masabi? Please elaborate further so I can have my team perform the necessary integration. 

Answer: Certain rural transit systems in Ohio use the EZFare platform from Neoride to collect fares electronically for fixed route and demand response service in addition to cash, contracts, vouchers and passes. The scheduling and dispatching software at a baseline should allow the EZFare system to record electronic fare collection in ridership/financial reporting using the existing Masabi hardware and software installed at these transit systems.

6/9/2023

ITB: 579-24

Question: 
Since there are a variety of approaches out there, can you provide examples of sites using real time/dynamic information and fare payment services in a manner that you would want to see? For example, Metro in Cincinnati uses apps for real time schedule information instead of their website and that seems to be a more rider-friendly approach. 

Answer: I think this is a good example of real-time tracking built into the website. Real-Time Bus Tracking Options | Dayton RTA (iriderta.org)
We don’t have a good example for fare payment.

6/8/2023

ITB: 003-24

Question: 
Do we have to be registered on the Ohio DOT vendor portal to attend the prebid meeting?

Answer: no. 

 Will there be a phone provided in case the Teams session had issues?  Would you share an email with the Teams meet invite details.  Thanks.

Answer: The program area will forward a meeting invite to the bidder’s list and I will make sure it includes a phone number.

6/7/2023

ITB: 579-24

Question: 
Was the Pre-Bid Meeting held on Teams recorded?  If so, is it available to review?

Answer: We did not record the meeting, but the meeting notes are attached.

6/6/2023

ITB: 579-24

Question: 
What is your budget for this project?

Answer: $100k annually.
6/6/2023

ITB: 091-24

Question: 
Dear Support,  

Hey does ODOT require an supplier/vendor to maintain a specific discount level off MSRP/List Price through entire duration of contract, even if supplier may wish to lower MSRP/List Price at a future date? 

We do not require a specific discounted level. However, if you bid the discount, you must apply it throughout the entire duration of the contract. You can always bid the base price and apply a discount at the time of quote. 


Additionally, can we please clarify what is the definition of &quot;Unit Bid Price&quot;?  

Specifically, does that refer to final customer net price after all applicable discounts or incentives have been applied to MSRP/List Price? Please advise. Thanks!  

The Unit Bid Price is only the price of the unit without the discount. The discount is applied after the unit price and option pricing are added together. 

ITB: 060-24
Question: I have an additional Trailer mounted attenuator that we would like to submit pricing for. Would I submit two bid packages or just submit two excel pricing sheets? Or is there another way I should handle this?

Answer: You can add an ‘Item 4’ section into the table with the same format as the other items on the Trailer-Mounted Attenuator tab.
6/6/2023

ITB: 503-24

Question: 
I would like to get site visits set up to survey the elevators at each location. How do I go about that? Is there a contact for me to reach out to? Thank you!

Answer: Interested vendors should contact:

· Julian Moore, Central Office Building Construction Superintendent at 614-307-7150 or julian.moore@dot.ohio.gov
· Charles Stewart, Central Office Facilities Program Administrator at 614-307-7337 or charles.stewart@dot.ohio.gov
6/5/2023

Does a CD need to be submitted with the bid documents? No.    the bid documents are to be submitted virtually via email; how would a CD be submitted?  Will supporting documents be sufficient?   Provide hard copy (PDF) of descriptive literature as requested in Section 10.
ITB: 013-24

Question: 
Can an additional tab be added to the excel pricing page to include different electrical voltage of the same machine? i.e. Single phase and three phase. Contract 013-23 allowed for the alteration to be made to the sheet.   Yes.   Define each brine maker (differences) clearly in “Make and Model”

ITB: 013-24

Question: 
Hourly rate: Can a company submit alternative rates? No    Last seasons contract 013-23 allowed for the submission of daily rates in a separate document.  This is not accurate.

ITB: 013-24

Question: 
Would ODOT consider adding a Discount Tab? meaning if a location chooses to purchase multiple items from a vendor a discount will be applied.    ODOT will not add any pages to the current pricing page a t this time.   If a vendor wishes to provide discounts, we suggest they include this on various pricing pages or provide a supplemental sheet/tab.   Additional information will be reviewed to determine if acceptable.
6/2/2023

ITB: 579-24

Question: 
We asked: 
7. In the Excel file, is the “Summary of Steps” section to be filled out by ODOT?   
You answered: This tab should populate with data entered into the labor rates_cost proposal tab.  

Sorry to bother you with these additional questions, but we might need a little more details on this question/answer. 
- - - - - - - - -   
A. The following questions relate to the cells in row 15 in the “Summary of Steps” section. 

1.  Under &gt; Authorized Tasks &gt; Known Tasks &gt; Cost of Money (row 14, column D) 
We believed this to be the interest rate we would charge for invoices not paid within 30 days. Since the RFP states invoices will be paid in that time frames we left that cell “0” 

Cost of money is not an interest rate, here is a description from ODOT and a spreadsheet that will help you calculate your Cost of Money rate. You can leave cost of money blank. 

Spreadsheet: https://www.dot.state.oh.us/external-audits/aeconsultants/FCCM.xlsx
Additional Info: Consultant Overhead Submittal Requirements | Ohio Department of Transportation

2a.  Under &gt; Authorized Tasks &gt; Known Tasks &gt; Direct Costs (row 14, column F) 
2b.  Under &gt; Authorized Tasks &gt; Known Tasks &gt; Subcon Costs  (row 14, column G) 
From what we understand the Direct costs (hosting) and Subcontractor costs are the same thing. So we placed $960, which is the cost for 2 years of hosting for both a 4-page and 6-page website. Is that correct?  

Subconsultant costs are costs related to other vendors that you are going to contract with to help fulfill the contract scope. If you aren’t going to bring on another website design firm/vendor, you should leave that blank. 

3.   Under &gt; Authorized Tasks &gt; Known Tasks &gt; Net Fee (row 14, column H) 
Weren’t sure what the “Net Fee” means, or how it is different than the “Labor costs.” Can you explain that to us? 

Net fee is profit. 

4. Under &gt; Authorized Tasks &gt; Known Tasks &gt; Total Cost (row 14, column I) 
Weren’t sure if the information we put in the previous columns in row 15 should be reflected somehow in the &quot;Net Fee&quot; or &quot;Total Cost” columns. Those 2 columns remain as &quot;$0” and we weren’t sure if that was correct. 
 - - - - - - - - -  

If you complete those individual cost items in the labor rates_cost proposal tab, they will be pulled into the total cost. 

B. The following question relates to the cells in rows 16, 18 and 20, in the “Summary of Steps” section. 

5. Under &gt; Authorized Tasks &gt; Unknown Tasks (row 16) 
Since there are unknown tasks, should any numbers appear in columns A-H?   

You don’t need to make any edits in the summary of steps tab.

6. Under &gt; Authorized Tasks &gt; Future Tasks (rows 18 and 20) 
Can you tell us what you think future tasks might be since they weren’t outlined in the RFP?  
 - - - - - - - - -  
All tasks under this contract will be for website design.


C. In the “Instruction for Completion” section 

7. Step 6 says:  “In the highlighted X5 cell, input the prime consultant&#39;s cost of money rate expressed as a percentage.&quot; We understand if this means there’s an interest charged on the project it yo’d put it here. Since invoices are paid 30 days from date of invoice there would be no “Cost of Money” associated with these projects. 

Cost of money is not an interest rate, here is a description from ODOT and a spreadsheet that will help you calculate your Cost of Money rate. You can leave cost of money blank. 

Spreadsheet: https://www.dot.state.oh.us/external-audits/aeconsultants/FCCM.xlsx
Additional Info: Consultant Overhead Submittal Requirements | Ohio Department of Transportation
6/2/2023

ITB: 533-24

Question: 
1. On page 1 of the RFP document, the bid submission deadline is listed as June 22, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. eastern time. However, on page 6 of the RFP document, the text states that “Emailed submissions for this Request for Proposal will be received until 1:00PM eastern time on June 22, 2024”. Which deadline is correct? Is the 2024 text on page 6 a typo and meant to be written as 2023?  This should be 2023. 


2. What is the expected overall budget for this two-year pilot project? If not an exact number, can you provide a range? There is no assumption being made as to the expected budget for this project. We will be looking at each proposal individually and any associated proposer cost share for the project. 


3. Will the data and methods that vendors use for collecting and communicating information on condition of roadway assets be exclusive to ODOT after completion of the pilot project, or will the vendors retain rights to use for work separate from ODOT? This project’s purpose is to utilize technology that has a high probability of being incorporated into Auto OEM production level vehicles if not already included in production level vehicles on the road today. The technology is not meant to be developed for ODOT’s sole use, but to examine how such related data could be used within ODOT to increase operational efficiencies. 


4. Does the order of the asset condition data priorities listed on pages 3-4 of the RFP match the order of ODOT’s interest for this pilot project (i.e., roadway striping deficiencies are the highest priority for ODOT, potholes are second highest, etc.)? The order has no relation to the priority to ODOT’s interest. ODOT would like to have as many of the asset deficiencies as possible. 


5. Will vendors be financially liable for any costs associated with ODOT sending personnel for roadway maintenance based on the data from the pilot project if the data happens to differ from real-world conditions (e.g., the map-based dashboard shows that there is a significant pothole present, so ODOT sends a worker to fix it but once arriving determines that there is not a significant pothole to be fixed at that location)?  No, However, the opportunity for ODOT to review the detected deficiency prior to 4sending a crew is required via a picture of the detected issue. 


6. What level of data resolution does ODOT prefer for the pilot project? Would road-level data be sufficient, or would lane-level information be preferred? Road level is fine, but the data should include a picture with the identified issue. 


7. Does ODOT desire to include pictures/images as part of the reporting dashboard for the pilot project (e.g., pictures of roadway potholes) or would ODOT prefer just having icons/descriptions in the dashboard to communicate roadway asset conditions? Pictures are required. 


8. Does ODOT have a preference on scales for measuring roadway deficiencies (e.g., PASER scale, Pavement condition index)? If so, which scales are of highest interest to ODOT? Not at this time. Can be discussed with selected proposer.
5/31/2023

ITB: 578-24

Question: 
1 - Is the Pre-Bid Meeting Mandatory? 

No.


2 - Could you let us know how many vendors you plan to onboard through this procurement process? 

2-3


3 - Could you let us know what the annual spend will be for services through this procurement process?

$100k -$150k


4 - Could we request an extension to the submission deadline? 

No


5 - Is the idea that once we are successful and are on the contract, we will, as will other agencies receive a SoW to respond to? 

Yes 


6 - Could you let us know if you have a local preference or are you open to a Canadian agency that has done similar work with clients across the United States, with some currently being the States of California, Colorado and Wyoming?

The workers from your company performing work under this contract must be based in the US. It doesn’t matter where the company is headquartered.

5/31/2023

ITB: 578-24

Question: 
For the cost proposal, should we include implementation for each element or just the cost for the item as noted? (i.e. marketing plan for an agency launching transit service - should we just include plan development or include implementation such as creative development, media placement, etc.)

Answer: Please just include the cost to develop the campaign/strategy.
5/31/2023

ITB: 578-24

Question: 
Would a cover page, creative examples based upon the work plan, and portfolio work be subject to the 15 page limit for parts A, B, &amp; C?

Answer: Yes.
5/31/2023

ITB: 579-24

Question: 1. Regarding the DBE Participation Plan: is the “certification” process for an NAICS code necessary before we submit our proposal? 

If a company is a DBE, they will have documentation from ODOT certifying that they are a DBE. 

2. Is having an OAKS # needed before we submit our proposal?  

No

3. Having a SAM registration seems to be for federal contracts. Do we need to have a SAM registration before we submit our proposal? 

This contract will be funded with federal funds, so you need a SAM registration. You don’t need a SAM registration to submit, but you will need one in place before we can execute a contract.

4. Under the Section 3.3: Estimates, you didn&#39;t request a section for ongoing costs, which would be website hosting and security updates. How should those be worked into the Excel file? 

You can build those into the direct costs columns (AF-AN).

5. In the Excel file under Known Tasks, the instruction say &quot;Use the amount of average hours ODOT has provided for these known tasks.” However, we don’t see the average house ODOT has provided. Where can we find those? 

Complete the spreadsheet for the amount of hours you think it will take to complete the scope defined under section 3.3. 

6. The RFP asked for two estimates: one for a 4-page website and one for a 6-page websites with an API feed. However, there doesn’t seem to be places in the Excel file to indicate both estimates. Are we missing that? 

Present the combined costs in row 14.

7. In the Excel file, is the “Summary of Steps” section to be filled out by ODOT?  

This tab should populate with data entered into the labor rates_cost proposal tab.

8. In Step 7 in the Excel file instructions tab, in cell 7C, it seems the text &quot;The net fee has been set as a maximum of 11% for this contract.” should be in cell 9C, correct?  

The content in cell 10c for step 7 is correct.

9. In cells AF3 through AN3, we’re to input the prime consultant&#39;s direct cost. Our only direct (outside) costs would be the website hosting. Ideally, we would want ODOT to pay those directly to the hosting company since the contract only goes for 2 years and a websites life is much longer than that. Is that an option or do have the hosting costs paid by ODOT? 

Yes, please put categories for direct costs in AF3 – AN3. Website hosting is an example of a direct expense.

10. In Step 9 of the instructions, it says &quot;In the highlighted cells AF8 through AN8, input the prime consultant&#39;s unit cost rate associated with the direct cost category directly above.” Would the ”unit cost? be the cost of the website in it’s entirety not including the hosting and security  updates? Or should we include 2 years worth of website hosting and security updates? 

Include 2 years of hosting. 

11. In Step 10 of the instructions, it says &quot;Complete the Direct Costs with proposed amounts per category from the prime consultant&#39;s firm or team of firms.” If there are no direct costs doe weave that empty? Or do we put in 2 years hosting costs in cell8 AF and 2 years of security updates in cell 8 AG? 

You can leave it blank if you don’t think you will have any travel costs or other direct expenses. Or you can put in hosting and security expenses.

12. Who’ll pay the annual hosting fee and the security updates after the 2 year contract is over? Thank you for your assistance.

Hosting costs will be paid by the transit agency.  

5/30/2023

ITB: 084-24

Question: 
We offer an additional skid steer/track loader that is bigger than the maximum weight (13,000 lbs), Can we bid this and still be excepted for it even though it is over the 6400-13,000 lb limit on the contract.

Answer: Yes, they may bid this model as long as it meets the minimum specifications.
5/22/2023

ITB: 084-24

Question: 
Under Delivery it states: The net unit bid price submitted shall include delivery charges, Free on Board (F.O.B.) to any of ODOT’s twelve (12) Districts and eighty-eight (88) county destination locations in the State of Ohio, as per the enclosed map: NOTE: Purchase orders when issued, will detail specific destination points. 


If the net unit bid price submitted incudes delivery and that net unit bid price matches the invoice price being billed.  Is there issue with a line item on the invoice for delivery, PDI or Assembly?  

Answer: You cannot call line items out like that. Finance will not let it be paid, even if it matches. It’s best to not have those items, delivery, PDI or Assembly, as separate line items. 

ITB: 578-24

Question: 
Would the vendor assist with website development for the websites mentioned on page 1 in the “Background” section?

ITB: 578-24

No, those services will be performed under contract 579-24. You can find it at: Purchase-UpcomingITBs - UpITBs-1 (state.oh.us), it’s listed as 579-24: subrecipient assistance with website design. 

Question: 
How are the transit agencies marketing needs currently handled? 

ITB: 578-24

Currently, they are handled by each individual transit agency. This contract is a new effort to provide more technical assistance to the agencies. 


Question: 
What percentage or percentage range of the 100+ sub-recipients do you anticipate utilizing an agencies services? 

ITB: 578-24

20


Question: 
Are materials created based on the 12 districts or are they developed for each of the 100+ sub-recipients? For example, if we create a brochure for ODOT District 10 is this brochure used for all transit agencies within this district?
ITB: 578-24

All services under this contract will be performed for the individual transit agencies. 

Question: 
Are events held at the district level or are they held separately at each transit agency location?
All events under this contract will be conducted for the individual transit agencies. 

5/19/2023

ITB: 018-24

Question: 
There are 2 locations on the Political Subdivision Details breakout that are less than a full truckload. The Village of Winchester is only slated for 14 tons, and Sugarcreek Township is slated for 2 tons. Are those quantities accurate or are they mis-keyed?  

Answer: ODOT is reviewing this with the Political Subdivisions mentioned and will address minimum tonnage
ITB: 018-24

Question: 
Is the state is planning to supply the conveyors or if they are expecting the salt suppliers and their carriers to provide them?  

Answer: ODOT has conveyors in several Districts and intends to utilize.   The contract requests pricing for vendor supplied conveyed salt as an option for ODOT and Locals.

Answer: ITB: 018-24

Question: 
Why ODOT is holding suppliers to calendar days when ODOT locations standard operating hours are Monday - Friday?   

Answer:“Calendar” days are referenced to provide clarity to the timeline for completing an order.   If listed as days, this would be ambiguous.      

Standard operating hours indicate the normal business hours.    Refer to Section 7.4 & 7.5.
5/18/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
We just received questions from one of our manufacturers for the small LTL vehicle. 

10 ISO-9001 Quality Assurance Certification 
We respectfully request that ODOT waive this requirement for the 24 ft LTL category.  ISO 9001:2000 is geared toward much larger manufacturers and is a set of quality standards to which they must adhere. A commitment to quality is not limited to only larger organizations that have completed a formal certification process.  NEW&#39;s quality standards and practices are well documented and have passed the rigorous scrutiny of a number of large, well-respected transit agencies across the country.  While NEW no longer manufactures on the Ford chassis platform, we were a member of the Ford QVM program for over a decade.  FCA does not offer a comparable program.  The Frontrunner is an elite, unique low-floor bus where quality as well as comfort and safety has always been essential.  We take customer service seriously, and your calls will always be answered by a live person who is ready and able to assist you expediently.   

ODOT accepts this modification and will waive this requirement for your bid. Please provide documentation about how you ensure quality assurance with your vehicle design and manufacturing. 

1B Base Vehicle Dual rear wheel vehicle 
We request approval of single rear wheel chassis for the 24 ft LTL category 
ODOT accepts this modification.


4B Ground clearance maximum 6.5&quot; 
We request approval of ground clearance of 7.9&quot; for the 24 ft LTL category 
ODOT accepts this modification.


9B Minimum interior floor length of 192&quot; 
We request approval of interior floor length of 175&quot; for the 24 ft LTL category 
ODOT accepts this modification. 


10C Minimum GVWR of 14,200 lbs 
Due to the advanced technology used in the manufacture of our vehicle, we do not need a GVWR this heavy.  We request approval of a GVWR of 9,350 lbs.  One of the many advantages to our structure is superior gas mileage due to the lower overall weight of the vehicle for the 24 ft LTL category. 

ODOT accepts this modification. 


1D The bus shall be of the Low Floor type with spring suspension both front and rear 
For the 24 ft LTL category, we request approval of our standard WABCO Optiride Rear Only Air Suspension system with kneeling feature. The bus sits on 2 air bags in the rear and factory strut suspension in the front.  This Electronically Controlled Air Suspension utilizes 2 electronic height sensors - one height sensor on the rear street side and one height sensor on the rear curb side.  This ECAS is designed to keep the vehicle at its ride height irrespective of the weight of the vehicle.  The Optiride ECAS operation utilizes a 3-way momentary switch. Press the Kneel switch once to lower the rear of the bus to kneeled height. The Amber kneeled indicator light will turn ON. Press the Kneel switch once to raise the rear of the bus to the ride height. The bus kneeled indicator light will turn OFF. If the Raise button is pressed again then the bus enters the High Raise mode. The vehicle raises above the ride height for easier loading and unloading from the truck/trailer for transportation. 
The bus can be driven in High Raise mode until a speed of 5 miles per hour is achieved at which time the vehicle will automatically return to normal ride height. 

ODOT accepts this modification. 


4E/5E/6E Main battery - 625 cca, auxiliary battery - 650 cca mounted in tray on a stainless steel pully tray 
For the 24 ft LTL category, we request approval of a single, AGM battery with a total of 800 CCA.  Due to advancements in technology including the use of LED lighting, wheelchair ramp versus power lift and more efficient climate systems that dramatically reduce amperage draw it is not necessary to utilize two batteries.   
ODOT accepts this modification. 


10E Rear Exterior lights shall be Truck-Lite, Optronics or approved equal 
We request approval of lighting from Maxxima. 
ODOT accepts this modification. 


7G/10G Air Conditioning and Auxiliary Rear Heater 
For the 24 ft LTL category, we request approval of Valeo Minispher 130, roof-top A/C and heat combination unit with air conditioning BTUs of 70,000 and Heating BTUs of 65,000.  This system is more than substantial to cool a vehicle in the Massachusetts area and with the auxiliary air compressor, it works efficiently and effectively. 
ODOT accepts this modification. 


15G Bulkhead storage compartment over driver&#39;s area 
There is no room above the windshield as it goes right into the headliner.  Bulkhead is behind the driver where electrical panel is located.  Accommodations can be made for a storage compartment to be located within the co-pilot area as there is no seat there. 
ODOT accepts this modification. 


3H Passengers seats shall be…Freedman Mid-Hi model or approved equal 
Our vehicle is less than 10,000 lbs therefore it requires a 3-point seat.  Ambulatory forward-facing seats are GO-ES with integrated seatbelt.  Side facing seats are Freedman Wall seat and there is no way that these seats can be equipped with USRs.  Seats have retractable restraints bolted to the floor. 
ODOT accepts this modification. 


4H/5H Three step Fold-a-way seats and Freedman Featherweight jump seats 
For our small LTL vehicle, Freedman Fold-a-way seats not available.  All flip seats are side-facing Freedman Wall Seat 

ODOT accepts this modification. 


8I All passenger windows shall be transit type or a top-T-slide panel type 
Venting windows are not available on our vehicle in the 24 ft LTL category.  We request approval of our standard, solid pane, framed windows with touring appearance.  Windows measure 46&quot; x 41&quot; with (2) egress windows measuring 54&quot; x 34&quot; and meet all required FMVSS. 
ODOT accepts this modification. 

5/17/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Questions 

5B. Maximum Exterior Height on LTV. 
We request approval for a 10’ 4” exterior height to allow for roof AC branch guard. 

ODOT accepts this modification. 


7C. Turndown tip for street side exhaust. 
We request approval to provide streetside exhaust with no turndown tip. Turndown tips for exhaust systems create clearance issues on LTVs. When vehicles travel up and down hills turndown exhaust tips can be damaged and causes unnecessary expenses for the agencies.  

ODOT accepts this modification.

8C. Wheelbase LTV 25’ (176”) 
We request approval to use a (186”) wheelbase for some floor plans and weight combinations. 

ODOT accepts this modification. 

9D. Clear entry door dimension 39” wide (35” wide with grab handles). 
We request approval for a 36” wide (33” wide with door handles).  

ODOT accepts this modification. 

14E. Illuminated well step. 
Please approve Kaper II brand as an approved equal? 
ODOT accepts this modification.


3I. Interior/Rear View Mirror: Required, with a minimum viewing area of .02 square meters (30 square inches). 
Please accept the use of the OEM rearview mirror measuring 20 square inches. This is historically accepted.

ODOT accepts this modification.

41J. Can ODOT please provide us with a manufacturer of an interior bike rack? Is it your intention for the rider to carry their bike up the bus steps, turn in between the stanchion poles, and down the aisle of the bus?  

This was a request from a transit agency, ODOT does not have a manufacturer in mind for this option. If a vendor can’t provide or doesn’t think an optional item is necessary, they may enter NA on the spreadsheet for that item. This will not count against them in the bidding process because selection is based on the base vehicle cost, not the availability of options nor the cost of options.

1L. Floor Construction: The floor structure shall consist of a series of lengthwise and cross sectional steel members (12 gauge minimum). The lengthwise cross member shall consist of a minimum of 4 I-beam or box channel members running at least the entire length of the passenger compartment, two of the members shall be continuous and located on or directly above the chassis beams. The other two members shall be at the outermost ends of the floor structure and shall be continuous except at the rear wheel-well. The cross-section members shall also be of I-beam or box channel construction and shall be placed perpendicular to the chassis beams with a maximum average of 1.06 m (42&quot;) between members or approved equal. 

We request our Floor Construction to be accepted as an approved equal. Our floor meets all FTA/FMVSS/TVM standards and complies with ODOTs safety standards found on page 15 1A-15A. Our floor structure consists of series of lengthwise and cross-sectional steel members. The lengthwise cross members consist of a pair of 11ga steel 4.50” x 1.125” C channel members, 16ga steel 1.50” x 0.75” box channel members centered on the floor, and 11ga steel 2.75” x 2.75” angle members that runs continuously along the outside edge of the floor excluding the wheel well area. The cross-section members consist of 11ga steel 2.0”x 4.0” box channel members construction placed no further than 36” apart, with a maximum average of no greater than 30”. 
ODOT accepts this modification.


5M. Lift platform surface size 36”x51” 
Please accept BraunAbility’s 34” wide platform as the standard lift size.? This is the same size lift used on the AV category and it is the size ODOT has always used for the LTVs in the past.  We suggest a wider (37”) lift option because some agencies prefer to have uniformity in their fleet.  Agencies may pick up a client with one bus equipped with a wider lift and discover that cannot return the client with a separate bus that is equipped with a standard lift. 
ODOT will accept a 34” wide platform. 

Electric LTV Option - Will ODOT add an option for an Electric LTV?  The AV contract has an electric option.  The addition of an optional EV version of the LTV makes sense considering the federal funding for EV’s is growing. We cannot predict where the EV industry will be in 2, 3, or 4 years but all indications point to the demand of EVs continuing to increase every year. Due to the 3-year contract with the option of a 4th year longer contract term we ask that ODOT add an option for the EV LTV.  

Here is a minimum specification if you need it. 


44J. Electric LTV Option - AC Level II and DC Level III (Up to 150kw) charging capability. Minimum of 135 mile range (150 miles or more optional). Highway speed of 60 to 65 mph. Minimum 150kwh battery pack(s). Battery packs must be installed between the vehicle frame rails. Batteries must have liquid cooling/heating capability. Electrification of the chassis must be completed before the installation of the bus body. Bus Body Manufacturer must be able to certify as final stage manufacturer including electrification of chassis. The bus body manufacturer must also be able to certify as the final stage manufacturer including electrification of the chassis. 
ODOT plans to have a separate solicitation in the future for an electric LTV. Thank you for this information!
ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Good morning.  Would you please consider adding a category or option for the LTL Low Floor buses to include an EV - Electric Low Floor? 

At the OPTA event this past year in Columbus, our Optimal Low Floor (https://www.optimal-ev.com/s1) received a lot of compliments and attention.  We would like to offer this product for #242-24 LTL category. 

It meets minimum specifications with a few obvious changes common to EV&#39;s (no fuel tank, regenerative braking, etc). 

We feel that because this contract is for 3 years, that demand for EV&#39;s amongst your agencies will be accelerating and it would be an advantage to ODOT to have an option available. 

We would need approval to submit our Altoona test prior to order or delivery as this product is scheduled at Altoona for 3rd quarter 2023... and is anticipated to complete the testing quickly due to the extreme engineering that has gone into the S1. 

Request - Please add a category for bidding an EV - Electric LTL on 248-24. 

Answer: ODOT Transit is interested in procuring a contract for an electric LTV, but decided not to include that in the current ITB. We may ask for bids on an electric LTV as soon as this fall. 

5/15/2023

ITB: 578-24

Question: 
Is this solicitation for marketing support a new requirement for DOT or is it a re-solicitation? If it&#39;s a re-solicitation, who is the incumbent and what is the contract number? If it&#39;s a new requirement, how has the department and subrecipients managed the various services identified in the solicitation?

Answer: This is a new solicitation. In the past, we haven’t offered these services to the transit agencies. If agencies wanted marketing assistance, they could have procured it on their own. In most cases, transit agencies have spent very little effort on marketing because they have more pressing priorities. 

ITB: 578-24

Question: 
ODOT Letting Date: June 6, 2023 
1. Did the bidders conference take place? We received an error message when trying to access the meeting. If it took place, are you able to share a recording or notes? 

Meeting summary is attached.


2. Of the potential projects, would you say that the majority are likely to be smaller in scale, such as social media ads, one-minute videos, brochures, etc.? Or are many of these projects anticipated to be larger, such as developing and executing marketing plans? 

Mostly smaller projects, but there will be a few larger projects. 

 
3. What is the nature of the potential marketing projects for ODOT Office of Transit? Or, are all potential projects to be completed for individual subrecipients/transit agencies? 

For ODOT, we need support in telling our story about the work we do and the outcomes from the millions of dollars that flow through our office. About 80% of the work is expected to be for transit agencies and about 20% for ODOT. 


4. What is the expected overall budget over the two-year term of the contract? If not an exact number, can you provide a range? 

We expect to spend about $150k for marketing during this two year contract. 


5. Are the project contracts negotiated and agreed upon with the subrecipients? Or are these with ODOT? 

ODOT will take in requests from the transit agencies and help pair them with the appropriate vendor. Each task will be negotiated between the vendor and ODOT. 


6. Who will be paying for the marketing projects? ODOT or the subrecipients? 

ODOT is paying for the costs in full with federal dollars. 


7. Do you have a preference for selecting one agency or multiple agencies? 

Prefer to have at least 2 vendors.


8. Regarding the cost proposal, are you looking for each action item listed to be priced individually, e.g., two social media ads, one-minute video, marketing campaign, etc.? 

All the costs should be added into line 12 or 14 on the spreadsheet. Line 12 is for contract management, meetings, invoices, etc.  Line 14 is for the marketing work. 


9. For the cost proposal, should we include a separate cost for the following? 1) six 1-hour meetings with ODOT staff for contract management, and 2) producing monthly invoices for 12 months. 
No.

ITB: 018-24

Question: 
We believe there is an error on the Madison Township line of the pricing file (Political Subdivision Details - Line 357). The address states this is in Lisbon, OH and we believe the tons should be counted in Columbiana County, not Madison County. Please confirm. 

Answer: That is correct.   Thank you for bringing this to our attention.

Columbiana County Local Municipality Tonnage will increase by 50 tons to 9377

Madison County Local Municipality Tonnage will decrease by 50 tons to 1400

An addendum will also be sent out this week to identify this correction.

5/12/2023

ITB: 252-24

Question: 
Section 6C - Engine/Drivetrain:  Drive Shaft Guard.  The ProMaster is front wheel drive.  As such drive shaft guards are not applicable.  Please remove this requirement. 

The regulation is, “Any driveshaft extending lengthways under the floor of the passenger compartment of a bus shall be protected by means of at least one guard or bracket at that end of the shaft which is provided with a sliding connection (spline or other such device) to prevent the whipping of the shaft in the event of failure thereof or of any of its component parts. A shaft contained within a torque tube shall not require any such device.” So, does the ProMaster driveshaft not extend lengthways under the floor or is it contained within a torque tube?

Section 7C - Engine/Drivetrain-Keeping in mind that the ProMaster is a side entry conversion, please accept the exhaust discharge out the back of the vehicle, co-pilot side, as equal. 

ODOT accepts this modification.

Section 8C -Engine/Drivetrain-Please accept a 3.86 rear axle ratio as equal. 
ODOT accepts this modification.


Section 9C - Cooling System:  Please accept our rear climate control system, as stated below, as equal:    Vehicle shall be equipped with a Tans Air auxiliary stand-alone rear heat/air conditioning system in addition to the OEM front and rear heating/air conditioning system.  The auxiliary rear heat/air system shall be mounted above the driver/front passenger in an enclosed housing.  Ducting shall be provided along the ceiling within the passenger area.  The auxiliary system shall be separately controlled from the OEM heat/air conditioning system providing 50,000 Btu cooling/heat performance, and includes a separate engine-mounted compressor.  

ODOT accepts this modification.

Section 13C through 17C - Please clarify that the specifications in these sections do not apply to the AV Low Floor-Gas category. 

13C is an optional item. If a vendor can’t provide or doesn’t think an optional item is necessary, they may enter NA on the spreadsheet for that item. This will not count against them in the bidding process because selection is based on the base vehicle cost, not the availability of options nor the cost of options.
14C and 15C are applicable to the electric model only. 

16C and 17C are optional items. If a vendor can’t provide or doesn’t think an optional item is necessary, they may enter NA on the spreadsheet for that item. This will not count against them in the bidding process because selection is based on the base vehicle cost, not the availability of options nor the cost of options.

Section D - Suspension-Please accept the following suspension as equal:  Springs; Rear leaf suspension, HD rear anti-roll bar, Rear leaf springs, Gas-pressurized rear shocks 
I need info on GVWR. Are there front shocks? Is this OEM? Does the ground load rating equal to or exceed the GVWR of the vehicle?


Section 5E - Required Gray Steel Wheel-Please accept the OEM 16&quot; X 6.0&quot; Aluminum wheels painted silver as approved equal. 

ODOT accepts this modification.

Section 10F - Grab Rails:  Please accept the Freedman GO-ES seats with Stainless Steel Grab Handles, armrest, seat cushions, and Docket 90 material as an approved equal.  Photo available. 

ODOT accepts this modification.

Section 26F - Option:  Dual Compressor-Please remove this option as it is not available on the ProMaster Platform. 
26F is an optional item. If a vendor can’t provide or doesn’t think an optional item is necessary, they may enter NA on the spreadsheet for that item. This will not count against them in the bidding process because selection is based on the base vehicle cost, not the availability of options nor the cost of options.

Section 30F - Emergency Window Stickers-Please accept that we will provide an Emergency Exit Sticker at the Emergency doors, as an approved equal. 

ODOT accepts this modification.

Section 1G - Driver&#39;s Side Running Board-Please accept our running boards, as shown in the below pictures, measuring 30 inches wide by 6 inches deep, as an approved equal.  Photo available. 

Approved.

Section 4G - Windows-Please accept the following windows as approved equal:  Power front windows and fixed rear windows with deep tint, driver and passenger 1-touch down, fixed rearmost windows 

ODOT accepts this modification.

Section 6G - Windows-Please accept the following windows as approved equal:  Power front windows and fixed rear windows with deep tint, driver and passenger 1-touch down, fixed rearmost windows 

ODOT accepts this modification.

Section 14G - Please accept the Cat Straps product to meet this specifications.  See the provided brochure labeled &quot;Cat_Straps&quot; 

ODOT accepts this modification.

Section 15G - Exterior Features:  Please confirm this section is not applicable to AV Low Floor 
15G is an optional item. If a vendor can’t provide or doesn’t think an optional item is necessary, they may enter NA on the spreadsheet for that item. This will not count against them in the bidding process because selection is based on the base vehicle cost, not the availability of options nor the cost of options.


Section 16G - Option Bus Style Entry Door system-Please accept as equal that the bus door is a standard feature on the BraunAbility Promaster; Vehicle must have a driver-operated power bus style entry door system with tinted glass included rear of the curbside B pillar.  The bus style entry doorway shall provide a minimum 32” clear entry width and 72 ½” clear entry height.  There shall be no steps to enter the vehicle and the floor shall be a maximum of 12.5” from the ground. The left and right vertical sides of the doorway shall be cut and fit to match the contour of the chassis body.  No metal edge should extend outward from the contour of the chassis body more than 2”.  A light that automatically illuminates when the doorway is opened shall be Included in accordance with ADA requirements.  Photo available. 

ODOT accepts this modification. 

Section 1H - Please accept that the passenger side running board is not applicable to the low floor vans. 

ODOT accepts this modification.

Section 2H - Please accept that ground to first step does not apply to low floor vans, as there is not a stepwell. 

ODOT accepts this modification.

Section 1I - Construction-Please accept our flooring as described here as an approved equal.  The BraunAbility Promaster utilizes interlocking aluminum floor planks in rear section of van (Omni Floor).  This floor system provides an ultra-durable and corrosion resistant platform for seat attachment, and provide for adjustable seating. This method of seat installation meets all required FMVSS standards.  The seats will be bolted down and not moveable.   Photos, info available. 

ODOT accepts this modification.

Section 3I - Subfloor-Please accept our flooring method as described here as an approved equal:   The low floor section is ¾” plywood; The non-low floor section is Omni floor. The low floor plywood is covered with wall-to-wall slip-resistant, transit quality vinyl flooring securely bonded to the plywood sub-floor, with a minimum thickness of 2.2 millimeters (gray).  Seams are heat welded to provide a permanent waterproof seal against water penetration leading to premature sub-floor failure or curling.  Photo available. 
ODOT accepts this modification.

Section J - Lift Requirements:  Please accept that this section does not apply to low floor vans with a ramp. A manually operated wheelchair ramp shall be mounted in the passenger entrance door opening and shall swing inward to stow, allowing ambulatory passenger ingress and egress.  When deployed, the ramp shall have a minimum clear unobstructed platform width of 32” and a slope meeting the requirements of ADA, 49 CFR.  The ramp surface shall be continuous and made skid resistant through powder coating with a rated capacity of 1,000 lbs. It shall have no protrusions from the surface greater than ¼” and shall accommodate both four-wheel and three-wheel mobility aids.  Each side of the ramp shall have a protective barrier at least two (2) inches high to prevent mobility aids from rolling off the ramp edge.  The installed ramp shall not obstruct the view of the driver through any vehicle window.  Photos available 
A ramp is acceptable on the low floor van. It still must meet all ADA regulations. 


Sections 1J through 3J - Please verify the  requirements of these sections do not apply to a low floor van. 
A ramp is acceptable on the low floor van. It still must meet all ADA regulations. 


Sections 5J through 7J - Please verify the  requirements of these sections do not apply to a low floor van. 
A ramp is acceptable on the low floor van. It still must meet all ADA regulations.


Section 8J - Wheelchair securement-  Please accept the Q-Straint One system as an approved equal.  Vehicle will be equipped with up to two (2) forward-facing wheelchair securement locations, with a minimum clear floor area of 30” wide by 48” long.  Each vehicle shall be equipped with two (2) Q’Straint One systems.  The Q One system is an all-in-one securement station that provides push-button operation with visual and audible feedback.  All attachment hardware and anchorages shall meet or exceed the 30 mph/20 g Impact Test criteria per SAE J2249, 36 CFR Standards, as amended.  Photos and brochure available 

ODOT accepts this modification.

Section 12J - Securement System-Each vehicle shall be equipped with two (2) Q’Straint One systems.  The Q One system is an all-in-one securement station that provides push-button operation with visual and audible feedback.  Please accept this as an approved equal.  Addtnl info available. 
ODOT accepts this modification.


Section 6K - The low floor vans will not have a lift.  Can the requirement for a fast idle system be removed? 

ODOT accepts this modification for a low floor van with a ramp instead of a lift. 

Section P - Because our vehicle utilizes a ramp, not a lift, and our industry trend continues toward larger wheelchairs, please accept the vehicles will be equipped with the Q Straint InQline Assist systems.  This system assist the driver with the loading and unloading of larger wheelchairs, greatly reducing the chance of driver and passengers in wheelchairs.    &quot;Inqline Assist Brochure&quot; available 

ODOT accepts this product.

Section P - We realize the safety of Ohio passengers is of the highest priority.  To that end, please accept that the seats will come with Freedman&#39;s Seat Link system installed, as equal.  This safety feature allows the driver to monitor that passengers are in their seats with seat belts fastened.  Addtnl info available 

ODOT accepts this modification.

Section 8Q - Securement System-Each vehicle shall be equipped with two (2) Q’Straint One systems.  The Q One system is an all-in-one securement station that provides push-button operation with visual and audible feedback.  Please accept this as an approved equal. 
ODOT accepts this modification, but I’m not sure how this relates to 8Q. 

5/11/2023 – Meeting notes
ODOT Office of Transit

Pre-Bid Meeting 

Marketing RFP 578-24

May 11, 2023

9:30am-10:30am

Attendees – Sara Walton (ODOT), Jessie Schmitzer (ODOT), Elyn Buscani (Rasor) , Mimi Rasor (Rasor), Tom Hibbard (American Structurepoint) , SJ Sevell (Sevell + Sevell, Inc.), Barry O’Sullivan (Boom Chicka LLC), Joe Shields (ROK Consulting), Kathy Wolf (American Structurepoint)

Elyn Buscani – Since this is an ODOT contract to administer on behalf of the transit agencies - what does the project management look like? How will projects be initiated and how will they be approved? Will there be meetings with the ODOT team for updates or will ODOT be directly involved in the projects?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – We have not done this specific scope of work before. But, for example, we do have a similar set up like this RFP for Transportation Development Plans. The transit agencies submit a request to ODOT, the ODOT works through the scope of work with the transit agencies and chosen vendor(s) together. At that point ODOT steps away and lets the consultant work directly with the transit agency. From a contract management standpoint, ODOT will likely require bi-weekly meetings for project check-in for both the consultant and the transit agency as well. 

Elyn Buscani – What are you looking for with the brochures mentioned in the RFP? 

Sara Walton (ODOT) – FTA requires agencies to market their services. To meet this requirement ODOT requires certain transit systems to have brochures and websites that need to explain services offered, such as hours/days/fare information and that meet all FTA ADA and Title VI federal requirements. All agencies have a website and brochure now, but they are all mostly ready to be updated. The chosen marketing firm(s) can help with getting the information set up in a readable and effective way. 

Mimi Rasor – Will ODOT initiate the process with the agencies, or will we let them initiate?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – We will most likely conduct a call for projects every six months so we can determine workload, needs, and timelines. We can pick multiple vendors for this RFP and for each project.  

SJ Sevell – You’ll have a list of vendors who are awarded this to give to transit agencies?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – Yes, Jessie and I will work on connecting the work with the appropriate vendor.

Elyn Buscani – Do you see this an a mini-RFP process or will you just assign Firm A to work on a so and so project, for example?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – It most likely won’t be a mini-RFP process, but once we get this contract underway, we will have a webinar where all marketing firms can showcase what they can offer to the agencies. 

SJ Sevell – The ‘Indefinite Delivery, Indefinity Quantity’ portion of the RFP - what does the ‘indefinite’ mean as the RFP states the contract will last until June of 2025?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – It’s a task-based contract without a maximum amount – it’s indefinite because we don’t know how much this will be. Setting it up this way we can increase the maximum amount if needed without having to reprocure services. This way we can have a qualified list of vendors for two years and spend money available as needed.

SJ Sevell - Do we anticipate a specific number of vendors to be chosen?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – 2-3 for the marketing contract most likely.

SJ Sevell – Individual transit agencies will pick who they want to work with?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – ODOT will work with the individual transit agencies to figure that out depending on their needs. 

Mimi Rasor – Education was mentioned as being important – are we thinking at all that we want to try to educate them to be self-sustaining from a marketing perspective?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – Since we’ve never done this, what would be helpful is to have the firms document what they did and then make a final document about the problems they found, solutions they had, what worked well, what didn’t work well, etc. Documentation will be helpful for the education portion of this project. 

SJ Sevell – RFP Item 4.2 – Final date to submit questions states by COB Thursday prior to scheduling of opening date. Can you confirm this date?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – June 1st is the final day to submit questions.

SJ Sevell – Item 4.2 what is the ‘letting’ date?

Jessie Schmitzer – I will email and verify the definition of this term in this context. (Letting Date in this RFP refers to the closing date of this RFP – June 6th, 2023)

Sara Walton (ODOT) – Since we have additional time, I will provide a general overview and background of the project in depth. These projects will be funded with RTAP funding, meaning they’re 100% federally reimbursable, so there’s no local funding required from the rural transit agencies that will participate. Many of our rural agencies don’t have the capacity to market their services. For example, there’s a new 5311 public transportation program starting in Preble County, so they’ll need to use marketing to get their services out and to talk about the services and the changes in the transit in the area, the community, and stakeholders. Another example - LakeTran and Geauga transit will merge as one program – there will be work with logo changes and marketing. Additionally, ODOT Office of Transit also has marketing needs as well with conferences that we lead and events we host. Office of Transit would like to improve telling our story, and letting the state and communities know what we do, and the critical services transit agencies provide each year.

Mimi Rasor – In regard to the conference and events needing support - who will be the audience?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – The transit agencies themselves

Mimi Rasor – Can you provide additional needs for these events from a marketing perspective?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – From a marketing perspective it will involve a combination of putting together an agenda, facilitation, event planning, outreach, etc. Another example is we want to have a vehicle fair but we need to market this to transit agencies and work on the logistics of it. 

SJ Sevell – Item 4.3 DBE Participation Plan - how do we document that?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – Because this will use federal funds, we need to demonstrate that Race Neutral measures will be used in your application. You’ll need to document, on your own template, that you searched for potential DBE subcontractors or subconsultants to participate in this with your agency – you won’t get points deducted if you utilize DBEs or not - but you do need to demonstrate that you searched for DBEs or tried to include them on your proposal.  

SJ Sevell – What are the federal clauses for?

Jessie Schmitzer (ODOT) – Because these will be federal funded projects, we are required to include the federal clauses. These Federal Clauses are specific to the project type and the estimated total amount of the contract. There are both Federal Clauses that are required and must be signed and state clauses within the bid document that must be signed.  

SJ Sevell – Is it okay to provide examples of web design links and brochures that run parallel for what we’re asking for?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – Yes, that would be great.

SJ Sevell – Do the examples need to be specific to transit agencies?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – No, we will score on previous experience overall. They do not need to be specific examples of marketing for transit agencies. 

SJ Sevell – Websites will be included?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – Yes, some. There will be a specific website RFP, like this one, released in the next week or so. You can bid on both. 

Mimi Rasor – There a cost proposal component in here asking for us to put together a scope of work that includes specifics? Can you elaborate?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – What page?

Mimi Rasor – Section 3.3 – how can we submit a cost proposal if we don’t know if it will be rule or urban?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – We must go through ODOT Office of Contracts due to the Brooks act, meaning we have to consider price. Even though this is an IDIQ based contract we don’t know the tasks to be assigned through this contract. We tried to define a very specific scope of work example so you can provide a solid price. Additionally, the spreadsheet will allow breakout rates which is mostly what we will be considering here.

Mimi Rasor – Just generally plan for sort of a big or small marketing campaign?

Sara Walton (ODOT) – Yes.

SJ Sevell – What’s considered a mid-sized transit agency?

Jessie Schmitzer (ODOT) - Athens Public Transit or Chillicothe Transit Systems would both be considered mid-sized. A small transit agency example would be Preble County Transit or Harrison County Transit. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:30am

5/11/2023

ITB: 252-24

Question: 
Please accept Minimum center aisle interior height in the Low Floor Section of 81.5 inches, and 75 &quot; in the Non- Low Floor (Rear) Section as equal.

Answer: ODOT accepts this modification.

ITB: 252-24

Question: 
Section 7B - Minimum interior floor length-Please accept Low Floor Section 96 inches, Total 156 inches as equal.

Answer: ODOT accepts this modification.

Question: 
Section 8B - Minimum aisle width will vary by floor plan. Please accept a first row aisle width of 33.5&quot; as equal.

ODOT accepts this modification.

Question: 
Section 9B - Ground Clearance: Please accept the minimum ground clearance at the lowest point (exhaust) of 4.75&quot; as equal 

ODOT accepts this modification.

Question: 
Section 3C - Engine/Drivetrain:  Please accept our 159&quot; wheelbase as equal.

ODOT accepts this modification.


Question: 
Section 5C - Please accept our 9 speed electronic sequential shift control automatic Transmission with overdrive, lock-up, driver selection as equal.

ODOT accepts this modification.

5/8/2023

ITB: 252-24

Question: 
RE: Questions &amp; Requests for Approved Equals for ODOT Invitation to Bid #252-24 AV  

Please review and consider the following items for your clarification or approval. 

1) Bus Testing page 7: ODOT is asking for Altoona testing, Vehicles that are modified without modifying the structure of the vehicle do not require this.  
Q: The Ford Transit is considered an unmodified mass-produced vehicle and is exempt from Altoona testing. Will ODOT please remove the Bus Testing requirement?  
If you are bidding a vehicle that is a mass-produced van in the 4-year, 100,000-mile life category, it is not subject to Altoona testing. FTA requirement: “3.0 Buses not Subject to FTA Bus Testing - Mass-produced vans are thoroughly tested by the manufacturer. Therefore, unmodified mass-produced vans are exempted from FTA Bus Testing, but only in the 4-year, 100,000-mile service life category.  Unmodified mass-produced vans offered in the 5-year, 150,000-mile (or higher) service life category are subject to FTA Bus Testing.” In your bid, please document if the product you are bidding is a mass-produced van and the year and mile service life category. 

2) Page 12, Section 29: Upon the vendor signing a VCW with ODOT, an ODOT subrecipient, or other local agency the Vendor shall honor that price for 90 days.   
Q:  Can this language be changed to allow for chassis build out time periods?  The chassis manufacturer may announce model year build out and model year change a few days after the vendor may have signed a VCW.  We have no control or warning over the build out dates.  Can ODOT add the following: “Exceptions will be made for chassis manufacturer build out and model year change”? 
The 90 day contract language is consistent with previous contracts. 
3) Page 12, Section 29:  Manufacturer price adjustments will be considered once a year, starting with the second state fiscal year of the contract or July 1, 2024. 
Q:  The past contract language allowed for chassis model year change and build out.  Can ODOT replace one year with “After current model year build out dates”?   We typically receive chassis increases late Summer or Fall meaning we will likely have an increase within that first calendar year. 
We understand that costs typically increase with each model year. ODOT suggests offering a cost for State Fiscal Year 2024 that you can honor throughout the year.
4) Page 13:  For this bid, a maximum of four contracts will be awarded to the three lowest bidders per each of the two vehicle types. 
Q:  Can ODOT clarify the four contracts and the two vehicle types?  It appears that three vehicle types are listed. 
This should be three contracts will be awarded to the three lowest bidders.
5) Page 14, Section 9B: This section refers to the Low Floor AV ground clearence of 10”.  There is no specification description of the Low Floor AV in terms of the interior floor, wheelchair ramp or lift.    
Q: Is ODOT seeking a standard RAM interior floor and floor height with a wheelchair lift or a modified lower floor with a ramp as opposed to a lift?  Can ODOT clarify this and if the floorplan would be different than the current AV floorplan provided can ODOT provide the RAM floorplan? 
A low floor vehicle is unique in that the factory floor must be removed and modified to create access for wheelchairs.  If ODOT is seeking a low floor van can more detail about the van be added to the specification along the lines of the LTL portion of the LTV specifications? 

ODOT does not have a specific model in mind for the low floor option. This is a new request from previous contracts. ODOT wants a low floor van option. We do not have specs for a floorplan, but expect it the floorplan to be similar to floorplans for the regular AV contract. 


6) Page 14, Section 2C. Engine: 3.7L V-6 Original OEM equipped. The 3.6L V-6 engine is not available from Ford. Ford currently has a 3.5L V-6 engine.   
Q: Will ODOT please replace the 3.6L V-6 engine with the 3.5L V-6 engine?  
ODOT accepts this modification.
7) Page 14 Section 5C. Transmission: 6-speed overdrive transmission. The 6-speed transmission is no longer available from Ford. Ford replaced the 6-speed transmission with a 10-speed transmission.            
Q: Will ODOT please replace the 6-speed transmission with the 10-speed transmission? 
ODOT accepts this modification.
8) Page 14 Section 9C and page 15 Section 7F, heating and cooling system. 
Q: The benefit of the AV is that the van comes with FORD OEM A/C and heat all covered by Ford under their warranty.  Ford’s factory AC, Heat and compressor are sold in climates from Alaska to Texas with output that is deemed adequate by Ford.  The body and entrance dimensions are not modified making it unnecessary to add cooling, and no agency has complained of A/C issues in the past.  Many agencies select the AV because it has OEM factory heat and air, making it easier to get service.  The addition of aftermarket A/C is an added expense and complication for the end user.  As accepted on the last bid, will ODOT please accept OEM rear heat and A/C?   
ODOT accepts this modification.
9) Page 15 Section 15C:  Designated space in rear of vehicle for charger 
Q: Will ODOT accept the standard Ford charger storage location under the front co-pilot seat? 
ODOT accepts this modification.
10) Page 15, Section 17C:  Option for Ford Pro AC Charging Station 
Q:  Can ODOT remove this option as the Ford Pro charging system can only be provided by a “Ford Pro” dealer. 
We aren’t going to remove this option, but we are happy to add another comparable option or approve an exception to this option. A comparable AC “Fast Charge” option is appropriate.
11) Page 15 Section 2F, Required: Black rubber Driver’s Mat. The drivers compartment floor is vinyl.      
Q: Will ODOT please accept OEM vinyl floor in lieu of rubber driver’s mat, as the mat can be a hazard being that it is a loose item that can get stuck on the brake or gas pedal?  

ODOT accepts this modification.
12) Page 16, Section 10F.  Seats.  
Q: Will ODOT accept AMF Bruns brand seats if all other requirements and seat options are met? 
ODOT accepts this modification.
13) Page 16 Section 26F – Optional Dual Air Compressor 
Q: Will ODOT please drop this option in favor of the OEM Ford Heat and AC?  Again, the addition of a second compressor on the Ford Transit is an unnecessary complication as Ford’s factory AC, Heat and compressors are sold in climates from Alaska to Texas with output that is deemed adequate by Ford. 
ODOT accepts this modification.
14) Page 17 Section 29F -Optional:  Radio Ground Plane: Grounded metal plate measuring at least 76 cm×76 cm (30’’ x 30’’) must be provided in the center of the vehicle roof for the purpose of grounding a two-way FM radio antenna.   
Q:  The van roof and body are steel and act as a ground plane.  There is no need to add steel on top of the OEM panels.  This specification is common for a fiberglass bus that does not have the steel roof that is required for proper antenna operation.  Can ODOT remove this option for the AV? 
This is an optional item. If a vendor can’t provide or doesn’t think an optional item is necessary, they may enter NA on the spreadsheet for that item. This will not count against them in the bidding process because selection is based on the base vehicle cost, not the availability of options nor the cost of options.
15) Page 17 Section 1G. Drivers Side Running Board: A 36” wide X 12” deep step made from perforated steel and powder coated black or equivalent one piece, rattle free construction extending from front wheel well to rear of driver’s door.  
Q. Please approve a 30” wide X 10” deep step made from perforated corrosion-proof stainless-steel extending from front wheel well to rear of driver’s door? Please see attachment #2 Running Boards.  
Please resubmit attachment.
16) Page 17, Section 3G:  OEM privacy tint glass 
Q:  On the electric option will ODOT accept aftermarket tint as Ford does not offer privacy tint on the electric van. 
ODOT accepts this modification.
17) Page 17: Section 4G: Windows: OEM windows with flip out glass.  
Q. OEM windows with flip out glass is no longer available from Ford. Please remove specification.  
ODOT accepts OEM windows on the Ford model. 
18) Page 17, Section 6G: Window/curbside safety view window: Van-OEM flip out window provided on the street side of vehicle behind driver and curb side. 
Q.  Ford only offers an egress window behind driver and is used as an emergency exit only. Is this what ODOT is requiring for an OEM flip window?  
ODOT accepts OEM windows on the Ford model. 
19) Page 17, Section 12G:  Front license plate bracket. 
Q: Can this item be removed since Ohio no longer requires a front license plate? 
We will remove this requirement.

20) Page 17, Section 15G: Option: Side door that slides. 
Q: Can ODOT clarify, as the current AV built on a Ford Transit chassis comes standard with the sliding side door? 
If this is OEM standard, please note that in your response. 
21) Page 17, Section 16G:  Bus Door Option 
Q:  Will ODOT accept a traditional swing out bus door that is 33” wide without grab rails, clear entry width 28.5” with grab rails and a height of 76”?   
ODOT will accept this modification.

22) Page 17 Section 1H. Passenger’s side Running Board: A 86” wide x 12” deep step made from perforated steel and powder coated or equivalent one piece, rattled free construction extending from front wheel well to rear of passenger sliding door? 
Q. Please approve A 77” wide X 10” deep step made from perforated corrosion-proof stainless-steel extending from front wheel well to rear of passenger sliding door with a reinforcement and split between the co-pilot front door and the side sliding door?  
This side and material are acceptable, the running boards need to have rounded corners. 
23) Page 17, Section 4H:  Stanchion must extend from floor to ceiling. 
Q: Will ODOT accept a stanchion from floor to “B” pillar?  If the stanchion went to the ceiling it would obstruct the airbags and be a safety concern. 
ODOT accepts this modification.
24) Page 18, Section 3I:  Plywood sub floor to be ¾ tongue and groove marine grade.  
Q:  Can ODOT remove both tongue and groove along with marine grade plywood?  Buses use marine grade because the wood floor is exposed on the underside.  The van maintains the steel OEM Ford floor and the plywood is simply overlayed on the steel to act as underlayment to adhere the rubber transit flooring.  In addition, joint movement is a non-issue on top of full steel.  
ODOT will accept the steel OEM Ford floor with plywood overlayed on the steel and rubber transit flooring as the top layer.
25) Page 18, Section 6I:  Interior sidewall ABS plastic, insulated with a minimum of R8 fiberglass insulation. 
This specification refers to the use of a cargo van that starts out with no interior.  The current converted chassis are passenger versions with the recently required FMVSS rear passenger side impact airbags and the OEM interior is designed for the airbag deployment.  Will ODOT accept the OEM Ford passenger wagon interior and insulation?  Also, for clarity can ODOT add that rear passenger side impact airbags are required in the passenger area of the van? 
ODOT will accept the OEM Ford passenger wagon interior. 1F requires OEM standard driver and passenger airbags. 
26) Page 19, Section 16J:  Option side door lift. 
Q:  Please clarify, does ODOT want a lift to be located in the side sliding passenger entrance door? This would block the side entry for ambulatory passengers.  The floorplan has ambulatory seats, how would ambulatory passengers enter the van? 
Would ODOT like a dedicated side lift door located aft of the rear axle? This allows ambulatory passengers to maintain the standard entrance of the van, this would allow for two separate entrances on the curb side, one for wheelchairs and one for ambulatory passengers. 
We had transit agencies request the side door lift because some of the physical locations where they pick up and drop off passengers would be easier to navigate with a side door lift. Placing the side lift door behind the rear axle is acceptable. If a vendor can’t provide an optional item, they may enter NA on the spreadsheet for that item. This will not count against them in the bidding process because selection is based on the base vehicle cost, not the availability of options nor the cost of options.


27) Page 19, Section 6K:  Automatic High Idle system 
Q: Can this item be removed as the Ford Transit charging system does not require a high idle for the wheelchair lift. 
Please provide documentation to explain why the automatic high idle system is not required. 
28) Page21, Section 3P:  Blood-born pathogens kit to be in a metal container. 
Q:  Will ODOT accept kit to be in a plastic container? 
In addition, do you expect vendors to resubmit your original 67 pages ITB 252-22 document with the bid response or for the sake of electronic filing, just the required submittal documents as outlined in the specifications? 
ODOT accepts this modification. You do not need to resubmit the original ITB with your bid.

5/5/2023

ITB: 252-24

Question: 
The manufacturer we represent for this ITB requests an exemption from the Altoona Testing requirement. 

Upon notification, documentation and explanation can be provided to support this exemption.

Answer: No.
5/3/2023

ITB: 253-24

Question: 
Page 15. B. DIMENSIONS 
• 2B. Wheelbase: Voyager LX is 121.6” 
Page 15. C. ENGINE AND DRIVETRAIN 

· ODOT accepts this modification for the Voyager LX. 

· 1C. Standard gasoline engine, flex fuel is not available.  3.6L V-6 DOHC SMPI 24 valve engine with VVT variable valve control, cylinder deactivation. 
Page 16. D. SUSPENSION 

· ODOT accepts this modification.

· 1D. GVWR: 6,055 lbs. 

· ODOT accepts this modification.

· 3D. Load leveling suspension is not available on the Voyager LX. Please update this section 
to read as follows; Suspension to read as follows; Spacers will be added to front and rear 
OEM suspension to maintain ground clearance and ADA requirements. There must be a 
minimum of five (5) inches clearance between the break-over angle position of the 
vehicle exhaust pipe and level ground when loaded to capacity. Vertical damping of the 
suspension shall be accomplished by OEM shock absorbers that shall maintain their 
effectiveness for at least standard OEM warranty period without repairs in normal 
service. 

Suspension system components shall be matched and tuned to provide maximum load 
capacity, ride quality, stability, and desirable steering and handling characteristics. The 
vehicle shall be tested to FMVSS 126 Electronic Stability Control Test. 
Page 16. TIRES, BRAKES, AND WHEELS 
· ODOT is not going to update the specs, but will consider modifications to the specs. Please provide the details of the suspension system you plan to incorporate in your bid. 

· 5E. Requesting a change from the full-size spare tire (All Foreign Components hurts Buy America calculation) to the OEM inflatable spare tire kit. Please see attached pictures to demonstrate space savings. 

Page 17. MINIMUM SPECIFICATIONS
· ODOT accepts an OEM inflatable spare tire kit.
· 8F. Rear quarter-vent windows are fixed on a Voyager LX. 

· ODOT accepts this modification for the Voyager LX. 

· 11F. Stereo shall be OEM AM/FM stereo with integrated voice command with Bluetooth 
and 6 factory installed speakers, Parkview rear back-up camera, Apple Car Play, Google 
Android Auto, U-Connect 4 with 7” display, and integrated voice command with 
Bluetooth 
Page 18. H. SEATING MODIFICATION 

· ODOT accepts this modification for the Voyager LX. 

· 2H. Please update to read Passenger seats shall be covered with heavy-duty vinyl, and 
color coordinated with interior.  The majority if not all the ODOT customers want vinyl seat covers.  This also helps with Buy America content. 

· ODOT accepts this modification. 

· 5H. No grab rails on the middle seat. This came about a long time ago when we painted 
the grab handles yellow, and they left paint marks on the back plastic of the driver’s seat. We stock the Freedman seats with grab handles and would like to bring this feature back. 
Page 19. I. BODY MODIFICATION 

· ODOT accepts this modification. 

· 5I. The Voyager floor skin is 20-gauge Aluminized steel. 

· ODOT accepts this modification for the Voyager LX. 

· 10I. The Voyager fuel tank is 19 gallons. 
Page 21. K. ACCESS RAMP 

· ODOT accepts this modification for the Voyager LX. 

· 4K. The optional OEM power door kit, power ramp, and kneeling system have not been 
developed on the Voyager LX. This option was removed from the pricing page but was not removed from the specification.

· We will add this to the pricing page. If a vendor can’t provide an optional item, they may enter NA on the spreadsheet for that item. This will not count against them in the bidding process because selection is based on the base vehicle cost, not the availability of options nor the cost of options.

5/2/2023

ITB: 537-24

Question: 
Are the page limits identified on page 9 of the RFP collectively a total page limit for each vendor&#39;s proposal (not including attachments as allowed)? Or are those page limits only applicable to the Implementation Plan/Management Plan/Work Plan area (i.e. there is no page limit for area B. Organizational Structure)? 

Should a cover letter be included, and if so, will it be counted toward the page limit?

Answer: Page limits apply to the whole proposal, minus appendices, and the title/cover page.

ITB: 252-24

Question: 
At this time Ford has not released pricing for the MY 2024 Transit chassis and 2023 MY Transitwill not be available to order.  Request that the state postpone the bid opening until June 16, 2023 in the hope that Ford releases their 2024 Chassis pricing  in the next month

Answer: We are unable to delay our bid deadline to mid-June because the new contracts need to start on July 1. 

5/1/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Question: Section 39J. Hydrogen vehicles.   We have been able to determine there is currently only one (1) hydrogen powertrain system available for quoting in the marketplace. After contacting the manufacturer, they have a proprietary agreement in place with only (1) East Coast dealership to offer their hydrogen powertrain system.  The manufacturer of the system will not allow any other vendors the opportunity to quote the system.  To ensure fairness with this optional requirement, we request this requirement be deleted in its entirety on these grounds.  Supporting evidence/information can be supplied.

Answer: If a vendor can’t provide an optional item, they may enter NA on the spreadsheet for that item. This will not count against them in the bidding process because selection is based on the base vehicle cost, not the availability of options nor the cost of options.
ITB: 537-24

Question: 
Would the inclusion of a proposal cover page count against the page limit?

Answer: No, the proposal cover page does not count against the page limit.

ITB: 537-24

Question: 
Would it be acceptable to include additional project qualifications with the proposal as additional information that does not count against the page limit?  If allowed, should that be submitted as a separate attachment to the proposal? 

Answer: The proposal states: “In addition to the above, documentation and discussion of the data set accuracy shall be provided and may be quantitative and/or qualitative as deemed appropriate by the Proposer and may include studies (internal, 3rd party, academic, etc.). If studies are provided, they can be attached to the RFP response.”  And   

	Dataset
	5 pages (note – if Proposers choose to include studies related to their data accuracy the studies may be attached as appendices or alternatively one additional page can be included solely for the purpose of providing URL links to studies)

	Experience with Transportation Use Cases (including  public agency references)
	2 pages


Hence, studies may be submitted as additional appendices (without page limit) if desired.  Experience with Transportation Use Cases has a 2 page limit.  Otherwise, all “additional project qualifications” should fall within the page limits.

4/28/2023

ITB: 537-24

Question: 
For the submission of the proposal, are you looking for separately attached files for each section to be emailed or can Sections A, B, D, E, and F be combined into one PDF?  
A. Implementation/Management Plan/Work Plan  
B. Organizational Structure/Staffing Plan  
C. Cost Proposal (submitted SEPARATELY ATTACHMENT)  
D. Completed Front Page  
E. Completed Signature Page  
F. Completed Affirmation and Disclosure form 

Answer: Separate attachments.
4/26/2023

ITB: 253-24

Question: 
Section 1K. Access Ramp.   
  
Question:  We are requesting an approved equal for a standard access ramp that does not fold to the floor.  The foldable ramp specified is proprietary to one supplier, Braunability.  The ramp described in this section is not available to other vendors/suppliers and therefore is proprietary.  It must also be mentioned that a foldable style ramp is subject to extra weight more consistently than a non-folding style ramp.  When consistent weight is applied to the ramp as it’s being stowed on the floor, it’s proven to wear out hinges and springs due to more consistent weight and pressure with individuals stepping constantly on the ramp.  Note also that a folding ramp is designed to facilitate “able” use while the non-folding ramp, specifically designed to better accommodate wheelchairs, is more reliable, quieter and more efficient for attendants to use.  To ensure other vendors can meet the requirement a non-folding style ramp is requested.

Answer: A non-folding style ramp is considered acceptable.
4/26/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Section 42J:  Please provide more information on the &quot;sanitation system&quot;.  We do not understand what is requested.

Answer: The sanitation system will sanitize the bus through an automatic process. We’re open to various technology options including UV or a mist system. This is an optional item, vendors don’t have to provide a cost if it isn’t an option they can provide.
4/26/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Section 2B: Please accept our LTN vehicle which has an exterior width of 84&quot;. 

Section 4B: Please accept our LTN vehicle which has a ground clearance of 8.5&quot; due to the chassis. 

Section 1E: There is no longer a CD player available with the OEM radio in the chassis used for the LTN vehicle.  The OEM radio cannot be removed per the chassis manufacturer requirements.

Answer: All three are accepted.
4/26/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Section 6M:  The wheelchair restraint manufacturers do not offer color coded securements as far as we know. 

Answer: Understood. We will waive that requirement.
4/26/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Section 4H: Please accept BV model foldaway seats from Freedman in addition to AM model .

Answer: Accepted.
4/26/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Section 9L:  Please accept either Anthracite Gerflor or Storm Grey Altro smooth slip resistant flooring. 

Answer: Anthracite Gerflor is acceptable. I can’t get the Altro website to load, so I can’t make a determination on that product right now.
4/26/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Section 13J:  Please accept the walker rack to be placed in the co-pilot area of the bus for the LTL.

Answer: Accepted.
4/26/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Section 10E, 14E: Please accept TecNiq LED lights as an approved equal.

Answer: Vendors may submit bids with TecNiq lights, please submit documentation that demonstrates how this product and installation will meet FMVSS 403/404.
4/26/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Section 1E: Please accept the OEM chassis radio used in the LTL does not have a CD player.  The chassis manufacturer does not allow removal of the radio.

Answer: Accepted.
4/26/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Section 5D: Please accept a maximum of 115&quot; for the LTL not including antennas or roof mounted air conditioning system.

Answer: Accepted.
4/26/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Section 10B:  Please accept a middle aisle width of 16&quot; on the LTL.

Answer: Accepted.
4/26/2023

ITB: 076-24

Question: 
Item 1B-5. AFL part # LE288-9-C0301N1D 
is no longer made by AFL. What should I put in the spreadsheet to indicate that? Thanks

Answer: just say “discontinued” or something along those lines.
ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Section 17E. Wiring.  We would like to request an 18ga harness wire included in the main harness running to the rear of the bus.

Answer: Not approved. 

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Section 11F. Approximate Rear Axle Ratio.  Ford&#39;s axle ratios respectively are 3.73 on the Ford Transit for LTN, and 4.56 on the Ford Econoline for the LTV&#39;s.  Please accept as Ford standard.

Answer: OEM axle ratios are acceptable.
ITB: 252-24

Question: 
Section 1E. Electrical.  Ford does not provide an option for CD player included.  The new options for radios include AM/FM/Bluetooth/USB connectivity.  We request an approved equal for the AM/FM/Bluetooth/USB audio control system.

Answer: For 1E, AM/FM/Bluetooth/USB audio control system is an approved equal.
4/25/2023

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Question:  Section 2H. Seat Material.  This section requests a Freedman Level 4 - Predictions seat material.  There is a small conflict with this request in that Freedman&#39;s &quot;Prediction&quot; style material is listed by Freedman as a Level 3.  Please advise if the standard for quoting should be a Freedman Level 3 material, or a Level 4 Material. 

Question:  We would like to request approval to our construction standards for Starcraft Bus, division of Forest River Bus.  

Answer: the current specs allow for equivalent products. When they submit they should include specs and confirm their product meets FMVSS 302.

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Option 40J. External Bicycle rack on rear of vehicle.  This option has never been requested before where you are requesting the bicycle rack on the rear of the bus?  These cutaway style buses are limited to options and we would request this option can be priced for a front vehicle mount.

Answer: This is a request we received from transit agencies. If it can’t be met, bidders may respond with a price for a front vehicle mount, please clarify that in your bid package. 

ITB: 248-24

Question: 
Section 4J. Radio Ground Plane.  We are requesting an approved equal for a radio ground plane measuring 12&quot; x 12&quot;.  A 12&quot; x 12&quot; will suffice for this requirement.  Per Forest River manufacturing, a 30&quot; x 30&quot; length is much more than is needed to work with modern antennas.  The length makes the installation much more difficult, time consuming, and adds cost.  

Answer: Using a 12”x12” ground metal plate is sufficient.
4/17/2023

ITB: 055-23

Question: 
Hello, I am from Interstate Towing &amp; Transport Specialist, Inc.  Do I need to fill out the Affirmation and Disclosure form?  I know I have to fill out the Invitation to Bid and also the Signature Page.

Answer: Yes, the Affirmation and Disclosure Form needs to be filled out as stated in the bid document.
4/14/2023

ITB: 106-24

1. Do we need to submit pricing for all items in a category or can we just submit certain items in a category? 
See Section 6. Pricing must be submitted for all items in a category
2. Can we bid a controller that isn’t on the QPL (from page 2)? If I read this right it would just need to be tested? 
See 8.4.1. Submit controller to ODOT for testing. See Supplement 1111
a. If yes, what would the timeframe look like to submit if for testing? 

A couple months. Since Group 2 is multi award the time frame is less important. TAP approval would take longer
3. On page 14 of pricing can we submit an alternate to wave tronix?

Yes, 8.16 allows for approved equals
4. On page 19 of pricing can we submit an alternate software than what is listed? Ie. Transperity? 
No. See 8.20


For the other bid, 075-24 can you ask these questions:  
1. For page 13 of the pricing sheet can we bid an alternate to Daktronics? 

Section 8: “It will be the vendor’s responsibility to verify that Non-OEM parts meet or exceed the requirements of OEM parts.”
2. For page 14 can we bid an alternate to supplier listed? 
Yes
4/7/2023

ITB: 180-24

Question: 
Can additional information be provided for items 73 through 77 for what is meant by the glass secondary optics requirement?

Answer: This means the outermost surface from which the light emerges is glass, either flat or a shaped refractive glass. The desire is to have a surface that is easier for maintainers to clean than polymers like acrylic and polycarbonate or silicone. Also, the glass appears to attract less electrostatically attached dust.

3/29/2023

ITB: 621A-24

Should we assume, per ODOT standards, the wall thickness is 0.250”? 

No, do not assume.  Pile wall thicknesses for each bridge can be found in their respective Structure General Notes in the provided Structure Plan Sheets (links provided in the Invitation pdf).

Is there a preferred length on the piling?

CMS prefers to limit splicing, when feasible.  However, length could be governed by what stock is available. 

Is there a preferred steel point or shoe style? Should we assume a standard plate?
Conical Steel Pile Points conforming to CMS 507.03 shall be furnished.  Refer to Pre-Purchasing Items Notes in plans.
3/23/2023

Question: 
The ITB does note Parking Lot Sealing...but confirming that no asphalt pathways/pedestrian walkways should be included in the proposals. 

Answer: The only pathways/pedestrian walkway that is to be included is at the Oakfield Trailhead which is the transition from the parking lot to the trail. Exhibit 6 has been revised to include this area. The sealing quantity was calculated to include this area so no revision is needed.

3/20/2023

Question: 
1. Does ODOT use a web-based system for DBE and SBE certification applications? ODOT accepts electronic applications through OneSpan Sign. This software allows users to upload their completed application and supporting documents. 
2. What is the average annual number of certification applications by type (i.e., renewals, new, reciprocal, etc.)? Ohio received approximately 230 applications for certification in 2022. This includes 95 in-state DBE/ACDBE, 74 interstate DBE/ACDBE, 40 SBE, 20 NAICS Code/Descriptor requests. We also process Annual Declarations for each firm that is certified. ODOT currently has 1,060 firms in which we are responsible for managing. 
3. Approximately how many site visits are conducted per year?  This number can vary greatly. All new DBE/ACDBE and SBE application will have a site visit. Many NAICS Code requests will also have a site visit. ODOT is also beginning triennial reviews which will require in person onsite reviews for each firm that has not had an onsite in the last 3 years. 
4. Can site visits be conducted virtually? Site visits can be conducted virtually, with permission from the DBE Program Manager, for firms that are not heavy highway related. In person site visits are the preferred method. 
5. Will ODOT consider out of state telework locations? The technical lead must be located in Ohio and have the ability to work from ODOT Central Office.  
3/15/2023

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
1 - Could we request an extension to the submission deadline? 

Answer: ODOT will not extend the submission deadline at this time.

2 - Could you let us know if you have a local preference or are you open to a Canadian agency that has done similar work with clients across the United States, with some currently being the States of California, Colorado and Wyoming?

Answer: Please review the Affirmation and Disclosure Form.

3/14/2023

RFP: 563-24

1. General - Does ODOT have a current contractor providing any of the requested services?

ANSWER – Yes, currently the prime consultant providing OTAP requested services is RLS & Associates, Inc. 
2. Proposal Response Format - Section IV. Cost Containment/DBE Requirements states: “These contracts make up ODOT’s primary Disadvantaged Business Enterprise effort for the Office of Transit each year. DBE contractors/subcontractors must be identified in this section with a description of how DBE involvement in a task will be determined.” Is there a desired percentage of work to be performed by the DBE?
ANSWER – Office of Transit obtains DBE participation via race neutral measures – there is no required DBE participation percentage attached to this contract. 
3. Exhibit 1 – Work Plan. Will ODOT accept relevant support and technical assistance experience outside of the areas listed?

ANSWER – Yes, however scoring of responses will firstly look at the major listed tasks. 
4. Exhibit 1 – Work Plan, Second bullet state: “Identify one (or two) studies, articles or presentations made by the firm in this area within the past four years, which represent capabilities in the area.” Will ODOT accept past performance and technical assistance services delivered in or related to this area or must they be studies, articles or presentations? 

ANSWER – Yes.
5. Phase II - Criteria for Scoring of Technical Proposal. II. Scoring Breakdown Table. Staffing Plan. Can ODOT please elaborate and clarify what they are looking for in evaluation criteria #7 Access of respondent’s resources and personnel to DOT/local public entities and #8 Availability and responsiveness of proposer’s resources and personnel? 
ANSWER - #7 encompasses the proposer’s ability to provide personnel and resources to this contract for both ODOT Office of Transit and for local entities that the chosen firm may work with. Will these resources be available to ODOT / local agencies? How many staff members will be available to both ODOT and local agencies? 
#8 the chosen firm must demonstrate that all resources and personnel listed in the response will be available and responsive. 

6. Terms and Conditions for Submitting Excel Pricing File in Bid Package. MS Excel Pricing File. Does each task and subsequent subtasks need to be completed, or will this be requested upon award as task orders are issued? Are just the yellow highlighted cells required to be completed?

ANSWER – The intent of the spreadsheet(s) is to help guide ODOT and a Consultant in the development of a fair and reasonable fee for a specific project Scope of Services.  The generic list was generated from items as outlined in the PDP process (may not be all inclusive).   The list can be altered by adding additional activities as needed to comply with the Scope, but do not re-numbered tasks from this list.  
3/13/2023

ITB: 470-24

Question: 
How do we see if we have an OAKS ID?  The link for the application does not take you to an application.  We have an Oh/ID account but unsure of how we find our OAKS ID.

Answer: Your OAKS ID would be listed in your supplier profile on the Ohio Shared Services Supplier Portal. When you registered with Ohio Shared Services, you would have been given an OAKS ID. Below is the contact information for Ohio Shared Services.

•
Email at OBM.SharedServices@OBM.Ohio.Gov

•
Phone at 614-338-4781 or 1-877-OHIOSS1 (1-877-644-6771)
3/9/2023

ITB: 524-23

Question: 
#1 Is it ODOT preference for one branded app for ODOT or will each Tuscawaras, Conshocton, Guernsey and Muskingum to have their own branded app or will each of the 12 districts need their own branded app? 

Answer: This RFP is only for the pilot region stated within the proposal. The solicitation is a Request for Proposals (RFP) meaning that the proposer can propose an alternative that it deems appropriate.

#2 Based on the demographics/population in each county or district do you have any suggested number of vehicles to start with in each county or district? 

Answer: No, this is a pilot project.

#3 Is it your intention to have one central server that will incorporate all riders/clients, vehicles, fare codes, etc.. from all 12 districts and or counties?

Answer: This RFP is for the pilot region outlined within the RFP.  The solicitation is a Request for Proposals (RFP) meaning that the proposer can propose an alternative that it deems appropriate.

3/8/2023


ITB: 112-24

Question: 
RS901022-2 We have signed the Generator Service Contract with the State of Ohio. Please let me know if this will be following the state contract, State contract Name is: MANDATORY USE CONTRACT FOR: *GENERATOR SERVICE AND REPAIR (Cummins, regions 1-5) 


Answer: RS901022-2 is a DAS mandatory contract for other agencies.  112-24 is an ODOT-specific contract for ODOT generators only. 
ITB: 558-24

Question: 
On the page after the Front Page of the RFP, it lists the attachments that must be submitted in the emailed bid response - after each it says (Separate Attachment). Later, in the Proposal Acceptance Criteria, it asks the vendor to submit a technical proposal and, in a separate attachment, a cost proposal.  

Do we submit each section (Ex. Work Plan, Affirmation and Disclosure Form, Signature Page, etc.) individually and separate from each other  or should everything (excluding price) be grouped in one, complete Technical Proposal document and the pricing information is found in a separate Cost Proposal document?  

Answer: The required documents, Front Page, Signature Page & Affirmation and Disclosure forms are required to be individual attachments. You have your RFP response (Work Plan) as an attachment and, of course, the cost proposal as a separate attachment.
3/7/2023

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
Can you provide examples of previous ODOT campaigns? And, can you provide guidance on how many individual campaigns may occur in a one-year timeframe?

Answer: Previous campaign example is the Ohio “Move Over” Law.

We are not likely to promote more than 3 campaigns in one year.  

Move Over will be one of them.  Another will be related to the new distracted driving law.

Question: 
Question 2.3.A states “Providing expert advice and creative services on various short- and long-term projects to promote the mission and goals of the ODOT with a focus on media program advertisements.”  Is ODOT looking to the selected agency to provide creative design and production services in addition to media planning and buying services as part of this contract? Or, will the selected agency simply provide guidance on creative messages and specs for media assets to ODOT?

Answer: Yes.  We are potentially asking for both creative and media buying services.

3/6/2023

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
In the ITB, it reads that ODOT estimates spending up to $1.5M per State Fiscal Year on media advertising. Can ODOT clarify whether that $1.5M budget is just for media advertising buys and not other services (e.g., creative)? And if it is just for media advertising, can ODOT share its budget for services to plan, create and execute media advertising buys?

Answer: It’s $1.5M total for media buying and other services.

ITB: 524-23

Question: 
1. Does the bidding vendor have to comply with all the criteria given in Supplement A and Supplement S? 

 
SUPPLEMENT A STATES: “ANY PROPOSED VARIANCES TO THE REQUIREMENTS OUTLINED IN THIS SUPPLEMENT ARE REQUIRED TO BE IDENTIFIED IN APPENDIX A - REQUEST FOR VARIANCE TO STATE IT POLICY, STANDARD OR SERVICE REQUIREMENTS. OFFERORS ARE ASKED NOT TO MAKE ANY CHANGES TO THE LANGUAGE CONTAINED WITHIN THIS SUPPLEMENT. In the event the Offeror finds it necessary to deviate from any of the IT policies, standards or State IT services, a variance may be requested, and the Offeror must provide a sufficient business justification for the variance request. In the event that a variance is requested post award (e.g., a material change to the architecture), the Enterprise IT Architecture Team will engage with the Contractor and appropriate State stakeholders to review and approve/deny the variance request.”
 
SUPPLEMENTAL S STATES: “Please note that any proposed compensating controls to the security and privacy requirements outlined in this supplement are required to be identified in Appendix A – Compensating Controls to Security and Privacy Requirements. Contractors are asked not to make any changes to the language contained within this supplement.”

2. Can ODOT please confirm if they are requesting the vendors to run the software on ODOT State purchased cloud system through Supplement A? Does ODOT has its tenancy set up on a cloud solution like AWS , Oracle, or Azure? The solicitation is a Request for Proposals (RFP) meaning that the proposer can propose an alternative that it deems appropriate.

3. Can the proposer propose their own cloud tenancy rather than complying with Public Cloud Brokerage Service which is mentioned in Supplement A? HBSS currently uses Oracle for SW cloud hosting. SUPPLEMENT A STATES: “ANY PROPOSED VARIANCES TO THE REQUIREMENTS OUTLINED IN THIS SUPPLEMENT ARE REQUIRED TO BE IDENTIFIED IN APPENDIX A - REQUEST FOR VARIANCE TO STATE IT POLICY, STANDARD OR SERVICE REQUIREMENTS. OFFERORS ARE ASKED NOT TO MAKE ANY CHANGES TO THE LANGUAGE CONTAINED WITHIN THIS SUPPLEMENT. In the event the Offeror finds it necessary to deviate from any of the IT policies, standards or State IT services, a variance may be requested, and the Offeror must provide a sufficient business justification for the variance request. In the event that a variance is requested post award (e.g., a material change to the architecture), the Enterprise IT Architecture Team will engage with the Contractor and appropriate State stakeholders to review and approve/deny the variance request.”

4.For forms A &amp; S in the bid packet, who are the intended users? The intended user, as stated in the RFP, will be the Regional Transportation Resource Center. 

5. Can ODOT please clarify the note against those Asterisk Marked (*) requirements in the compliance matrix excel file? We did not see any note for the (*). The asterisks in the compliance matrix are being used as bullets. 
3/3/2023

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
On page 2 of the Affirmation and Disclosure form, for the &quot;Contractor&quot; line are you looking for our company name or a signature?

Answer: Signature.
3/3/2023

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
Is the $1.5 million budget listed for outside media placement costs only, or does that budget amount include outside media PLUS agency services and creative production costs? $1.5M total for all costs associated with the contract.

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
You mentioned the goal of raising awareness about traffic safety to Ohioans; have you been able to measure the success of this goal? If so, what are the key metrics and which measurement tools/platforms do you use?  We base success on reduction of serious and fatal crashes.

What business challenges or barriers do you need to overcome as an organization in order to successfully reach this goal?  Reducing these crashes can be challenging because there are millions of individual drivers involved.  

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
Can you provide the details of your current marketing communications strategy (message, positioning, etc.)  No.  Communications Strategy will be developed by task and selected with assistance from the selected consultant.

Along these same lines, what is the key message that you intend to communicate to Ohioans (more specific than &quot;traffic safety&quot;)?   See above.

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
From a digital standpoint, what do you want people to do when they get to your website? How does a typical user interact with you and your website?  Web site strategy will be developed by task with assistance from the selected consultant.

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
Do you have an existing social media strategy? If so, can you provide an overview? How do your social media efforts connect with other elements of marketing plan? Social media strategy will be developed by task with assistance from the selected consultant.

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
In Section 2.3-A, you mention that a media plan would be developed for &quot;each campaign&quot;; do you have multiple campaigns that need to be supported, and if so, what are the details of those campaigns (goals, messaging, etc.)? Are these related to specific programs/projects that ODOT is working on in 2023? 
Are things like OhioRoadFunding.com and “Move Over/Slow Down” examples of the campaigns you produce? Move Over/Slow Down is a good example of the types of campaigns that may be assigned.

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
Do your campaigns typically run year-round? We anticipate seasonality impacts (such as winter weather, etc.), but are there any other specific timing considerations for these campaigns?  It will depend on the campaign assigned. Could be year-round or seasonal. 

ITB: 558-24

Question:  
How are you currently promoting the events listed on your website?  I don’t understand this question?  How is it relevant to the media buy proposal?

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
The Cost Proposal Excel file does NOT include any set format or formulas, and you are looking for the contract to submit the cost proposal based on their experience/knowledge. Is this accurate?  The vendor is to submit the cost proposal per the instructions listed on the 558pricing page. 
3/2/2023

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
The RFP could cover an unknown amount of short and long term projects of existing or new campaigns. Thus, there are many unknowns that would prevent us from providing a work plan with specific details. Can you explain how you&#39;d like bidders to approach this?

Answer: We’re not expecting a detailed work plan as part of the RFP.  The detailed work plan would be provided as tasks are assigned.  However, we are expecting the bidders to tell us how they would generally approach the development of a detailed work plan as tasks are assigned.

3/1/2023

ITB: 558-24

Question: 
Given the confidential nature of resumes, may we submit staff bios with a description of education, experience and expertise in place of a resume/curriculum vitae? 

Answer: Yes, but you can also remove any personal information, such as addresses and phone numbers in your submission. 

2/24/2023

ITB: 557-24

/Question: 
Does a contractor have to propose on all 7 tasks outlined in the RFP or is it acceptable to bid on one or more of the tasks?

Yes 

Question: 
If the contract(s) is not executed by the July 1, 2023 start date, will the timelines for tasks slated to begin 7/1/2023 be adjusted to account for the contract execution date?
Yes


Question: 
What time is considered close of business for submission of questions?

Answer: The Thursday before the bid is due, unless you’ve identified another date in the bid document.


Question: 
Task 1 requires regular meetings with ODOT, what is the desired frequency for these meetings? 
Will the meetings be held virtually, in-person, or a combination of both?

Virtually, every other week.


Question: 
Task 7 requires project management assistance, must the successful bidder have experience with federal and state software systems such as Trams and Ellis? 
Will the successful bidder be required to have specific or enhanced information and technology applications to complete ODOT assignments?  If yes, please detail required specifications.

No experience is required for Ellis. TRAMS experience is preferred, but not required. ODOT does not expect the bidder to have or procure any specific technology applications outside of the Microsoft Office suite. 
2/21/2023

ITB: 524-23

Question: 
I request the following pertaining to opportunity: Trip Coordination Scheduling and Dispatching Software - 524-23; and: 



- Who is the Incumbent? 

Answer: This is a pilot project. There is no incumbent. 

- What was the previous winning price?  

Answer: This is a pilot project. There is no previous winning price.
2/17/2023

ITB: 557-24

Question: 
1. For Task #5: 
a. Please clarify the in-person support requirement?  Would this be 1-2 site visits? On-site support daily? Once a week? 
b. If each transit should be treated as a separate sub-task, how many subtasks should we plan for?  10? 20? 30? 40? 
c. Given that there could be up to 40 transit requiring support over this ~2-year period would work be completed sequentially? Or multiple transits at 1 time?

Answer: a. We expect there to be one visit per interested agency to determine their capabilities to use alt fuel vehicles. We do not know how many agencies may be interested in procuring alt fuel vehicles. ODOT estimates up to 6 in-person visits at rural transit agencies. 

b. 6

c. ODOT funds nearly all of the rural transit vehicles, so the investigation into capacity and operations will occur as part of the application cycle. In-person visits will be grouped.
2/17/2023

ITB: 557-24

Question: 
Is ODOT able to provide an estimated budget for this program? And if so, you able to share how will it be divided up by task?

Answer: Contract will not exceed $1.5M. In the cost proposal spreadsheet, ODOT provided percentage estimates for work by task.
2/17/2023

ITB: 557-24

Question: 
Is there an opportunity for multiple vendors to be awarded? One per task or several?

Answer: We are awarding one contract. Bids can include one firm or multiple firms.
2/15/2023

ITB: 524-23

Question: 
1. Can ODOT please confirm the total number of vehicles that currently require Trip Coordination Scheduling and Dispatching Software licenses?

ANSWER: This is a pilot project in the development phase that is expected to grow and changes as the development continues. Currently, it is unknown the total number of vehicles that will require TCSDS licenses.
ITB: 524-23

Question: 

1.
On page #69, the RFP states “A validator software tool that verifies data messages generated by a software system can be found at https://tcrp.demandtrans.com/.”  

1a. Can ODOT please clarify the purpose of this tool and why the vendor needs to use it? 

ANSWER: Please note earlier in that paragraph it states that “Optionally, the Contractor shall implement the Transactional Data Specification (TDS) for the purposes of being able to view the trips being performed by the TPs as a result of RTRC trips that are offered and accepted by the TPs.” The rest of this paragraph discusses where information about TDS can be found. You may need to use the tool in the future when this option will be exercised.

2.
Can ODOT please explain the purpose of the On-board Mobile Router Gateway (OMRG), Antenna Hardware, and Wireless Local Area Network (WLAN) Hardware?  

ANSWER: The purpose of these items is described in the RFP in Sections 28, 27 and 32, 33, 34 and 35.

2a. Would ODOT consider a recommended alternative to this setup? 

ANSWER: The solicitation is a Request for Proposals (RFP) meaning that the proposer can propose an alternative that it deems appropriate.

3. On page #46, under Data Access, the RFP states “The database structures and any proprietary interfaces shall be documented in the proposal.” However, this would be our proprietary software.  

3a. Can ODOT please clarify if it is mandatory to accept this requirement? 

ANSWER: It is acceptable to note in your proposal that you do not comply with this requirement and why you do not. The solicitation is an RFP, so it is acceptable to note that you cannot comply and why.

4.
On page #47, the RFP states under Data Access “The RTRC shall be allowed royalty-free access to the database tables, and royalty-free use of the data and interfaces.” However, this would be our proprietary software.   

a) Can ODOT please clarify if it is mandatory to accept this requirement? 

ANSWER: It is acceptable to note in your proposal that you do not comply with this requirement and why you do not. The solicitation is an RFP, so it is acceptable to note that you cannot comply and why.

5. Can ODOT please provide the estimated number of trips/ridership for each Transport Provider? 

ANSWER: This is a Pilot Project that is anticipated to grow and change based on the success of the pilot. Estimated ridership for each transport provider can not be determined prior to the pilot project implementation.
2/6/2023

ITB: 028-23

Question: 
A question regarding a spec on the backhoe contract 028-23.  Section B “Engine” - Question 3B – “Minimum rated speed (2000 rpm) 
  
The John Deere backhoe has Gross Peak Power of 105 HP (1,600 rpm), but it can and will hit the 2000 rpm minimum requirement.  Is this acceptable to ODOT? 

Answer: Yes, this is acceptable.
1/30/2023

ITB: 524-23

Question: 

1. Within the RFP in the supplied Affirmation and Disclosure form, it states ODOT is only looking to work with vendors based in the US. Is ODOT able to accept applications from vendors based outside the US? 

ANSWER: ODOT can accept applications from vendors based outside of the US, however, a duly signed waiver from the State will need to be attained as also stated in the Affirmation and Disclosure Form.  

2. ODOT requires “The Contractor shall provide their proposed system’s source code to the RTRC. “ . Source code typically cannot be shared by SAAS vendors. Does the ODOT intend to disqualify SAAS vendors with this requirement? If not, what alternatives are available to meet code standard requirements? 

ANSWER: ODOT does not intend to disqualify SAAS vendors with this requirement. The solicitation is a Request for Proposals (RFP) meaning that the proposer can propose an alternative that it deems appropriate.

3. Will the requirement “ODOT is the owner of the source code being written;” be waived for SAAS vendors? The source code in SAAS platforms is shared across customers and is proprietary Intellectual property of the vendor which makes this requirement impossible to meet. 

ANSWER: ODOT has removed the requirements for source code being owned by ODOT. The solicitation is a Request for Proposals (RFP) meaning that the proposer can propose an alternative that it deems appropriate.

4. Is there a timeline for the future requirement “• Provide the ability to interface with other TCSDS systems that build client profiles (e.g., hospital  systems, healthcare facilities, social service agencies. For example, if a hospital initiates a ride  request for a discharged patient, the patient’s information (name, address, contact information, etc.)  shall be imported into the RTRC TCSDS software automatically; “ 

ANSWER: This is a Pilot Project that is anticipated to grow and change based on the success of the pilot. All timelines will depend on the successes and challenges throughout the pilot portion of this project.
 

5. If the selected vendor’s solution is cloud-based and ODOT plans to manage this solution entirely in-house after acceptance, will ODOT assume all ongoing fees, such as cloud hosting? Will the ODOT team assume responsibility for needed software updates in the future as needs evolve, and perform any troubleshooting? Alternatively, would ODOT consider an ongoing Software-as-a-Solution (SaaS) partnership with the vendor, in which ODOT licenses the software solution? 

               ANSWER: ODOT does not anticipate managing the solution entirely in-house. The Regional Transportation Resource Center will be responsible for working with the vendor to determine cloud hosting solutions, software updates, and the best processes to perform any troubleshooting. ODOT could consider an ongoing SaaS partnership with the vendor as described. 
 

6. Once the selected vendor’s software is accepted by ODOT, does ODOT anticipate any further partnership with the vendor during the operational period of the pilot? Or does ODOT plan to manage the use of the new software solution entirely in-house?

               ANSWER: It is anticipated that ODOT and the Regional Transportation Resource Center will continue to have a relationship with the selected vendor during the pilot project and potentially beyond. ODOT does not anticipates managing the use of the new software solution entirely in-house. The management of the software will be dictated by the Regional Transportation Resource Center. 
1/27/2023

ITB: 102-24

Question: 
We plan on bidding mutiple types of material.   We need to add additional miscellaneous materials pricing tabs in order to do so.    Please advise.

Answer: Option #1

Submit pricing page for each material to be bid.   Add product name to file, to distinguish between various products being submitted.

OR 

Option #2
Right click on the “Materials Pricing PURCHASE ONLY” and create a new tab for the subsequent material(s).   If the “Materials Pricing VENDOR” tab is needed as well, follow the same steps to create subsequent tabs for this.

1/25/2023

ITB: 524-23

Question: 
In a previous PBQ response, ODOT stated that the budget for this project is $1,100,000. Is that budget expected to cover both the ~67 weeks of development and testing in addition to the duration of the pilot? 

1. Answers: In a previous PBQ response, ODOT stated that the budget for this project is $1,100,000. Is that budget expected to cover both the ~67 weeks of development and testing in addition to the duration of the pilot?

ANSWER:  The $1,100,000 budget is expected to cover all of the activities listed in the specifications including the ~67 weeks of development and testing, not for long term operation.  Additionally, the RFP requires the proposer to recommend support and practices for database maintenance.  
2. Based on Section 141 of the RFP, “Required Project Schedule,” we understand that there are ~67 weeks between Notice to Proceed and Final System Acceptance. How long does ODOT anticipate the pilot program will run once the system has launched and is live (e.g., 12 months, 24 months, 36 months, etc)? What is the total initial contract term associated with this pilot? 

ANSWER: This is an RFP meaning that the proposer can suggest a modification to the schedule in the specifications if the recommended schedule does not reflect the proposer’s proposed timeframe for this project. ODOT expects the pilot period to include a soft launch and a hard launch with an estimated total pilot period of 36 months. 
1/23/2023

ITB: 524-23
1. Does ODOT have a preference between a custom built software solution versus an existing software solution that has been commercially tested and deployed, which can meet most RFP requirements? 

a. Proposers should propose a solution that meets the requirements. Please note that this is an RFP, meaning that compliance with the requirements is flexible. Proposers must note whether they comply (C), comply with modification (CM) or does not comply with each requirement.
2. Can you please describe the desired trip brokering process in more detail? For example, would a trip be brokered directly to an Open-Door TP if a Closed-Door TP was unable to complete the trip within a certain time frame? Or would the software need to provide a live listing of available trips for approved TPs to select from?

a. See description of the desired trip brokering process below:
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3. Under “Scope of Services”, it states that the 5 groups of software users will be able to utilize specific parameters for trip booking, offering, scheduling, matching and assignment, and invoicing and reporting. Will these parameters be unified across the 5 groups? 
a. Please note that the five groups of software users will have different needs, will be utilizing the software in different ways, and may use different parameters to perform functions that are defined in the specifications. The parameters for each user group will be based on how they utilize the software. Proposers must review all specifications to understand how the software will be utilized by each user group.
 

4. What other areas are being considered by ODOT and Mobility Ohio for expansion assuming the pilot is successful? Would other counties be able to “opt-in” to the RTRC on an ongoing basis, or is there a set timeline for expansion of the pilot?
a. This pilot project is in the development phase of the software creation and procurement – if successful the goal of the project would be to eventually expand across the State of Ohio. It is dependent on the success of the pilot project as to how any potential expansion will take place or what that timeline would be.
 

5. Does Mobility Ohio have any current connection to NEORide? Is there any level of partnership being considered in the future for potentially complementary mobility initiatives?

a. While Mobility and NEORide have some similar goals and objectives, this software RFP was designed to meet the needs of the Mobility Ohio Pilot.   Future initiatives and partnership will be considered as the project develops. 
6. Within the 524Pricing excel sheet there are several references to ODOT being the owner of the source code. Specifically items 23, 24, 26, and 27. Would ODOT consider removing the requirements for source code being owned by ODOT? Yes, ODOT will consider removing the requirements for source code being owned by ODOT. 
a. ODOT has removed the requirement that the source code shall be owned by ODOT. The following modifications have been made in the specifications:

· Item 23 now reads as follows: “The Contractor shall provide their proposed system’s source code2 to the RTRC. ODOT requires that the source code is subject to the following requirements:”

· Item 24 now reads as follows: “The source code must be placed in escrow to ensure that the software is maintained regardless of any changes that may happen to the selected Contractor. Evidence of the selected Contractor sharing the source code with an escrow agent will be required prior to contract finalization.”

· Item 26 is eliminated.

· Item 27 now reads as follows: “ODOT reserves the right to conduct a review of the source code. If such a review is conducted, while ODOT will try to be reasonable, the Contractor must be willing to make necessary changes if ODOT finds the code to be unacceptable.”

ITB: 102-24

Question: 
My company will need to charge 3% credit card processing fees for all credit card purchases. How is it best to include that on our bid for the above contract number? Thank you.

Answer: The price on the bid sheet must be the final purchase price per unit of measure. Any discounts offered for other payment options can be added in the comments.

1/18/2023

ITB: 173-23

Question: 
Do we need to submit individual bids for each one of the safety training courses listed or one large bid that includes pricing and descriptions for all the training coureses we can provide?

Answer: Yes, please submit individual bids on the Safety courses listed.
1/17/2023

ITB: 544-24

Question: 
With the various transit studies recently conducted for this specified area, it seems there is a gap needing filled.  What is the gap; what is ODOT seeking from this study that has not been addressed by the other studies?

Answer: •
In general, a deeper dive into transit in this specific geography (western Licking County and eastern Franklin County).

•
Specific outcomes: site a mobility hub, design transit service that ignores the County border, and identify roads for transit exclusive ROW. None of these things have been done or are in the scope of any existing study.
1/13/2023

ITB: 524-23

Question: 
We have received your RFP for Trip Coordination Scheduling and Dispatching Software and are looking to submit a bid but need some clarifications. 

We have a Software as a Solution web-based platform (http://AssistedRides.com)  that appears to align remarkably with what your RFP requirements are. 

Assisted Rides is used by nearly 150 organizations around the country.  In 2022 we helped provide nearly 600,000 rides and services around the country. 

We run Assisted Rides on our own servers hosted at the 2nd largest ISP provider in the country and we can implement for a new organization in 2 days (of course this does not include training, etc.). 

The design of Assisted Rides includes such features as: 

Areas - each Provider (i.e. medical organization can be set up as an Area so they can manage their own portfolio of clients (aka patients) without access to other organization&#39;s information. 
Blocks - each Carrier (aka TP - Transportation Provider) can be set up as a Block so they  only have access to those rides assigned to them. 
Financial Module - Allows the cost of each ride to be entered and tracked so TP are paid properly. 
Vehicle Module - Ability to do pre/post trip inspections of vehicles, fuel logs, maintenance,  etc. 
Accessible on any type of device including cell phone and tablets. 
Texting capabilities for clients and drivers 
Interfaces with google maps for milage calculations, turn-by-turn directions, etc. 
HIPAA compliant 

And much more. 

This is ready to go now.   

However, it is our proprietary software.  Your RFP specifies on page 42 &quot;ODOT is the owner of the source code being written&quot;.   

We cannot accept this requirement.   

Should we submit a proposal for your RFP?

Answer: ODOT will consider removing the requirements for source code being owned by ODOT. With that in mind, it is up to the discretion of your company should you apply for this RFP or not.
1/11/2023

ITB: 524-23

Question: Within the 524Pricing Excel document, item 197 states - Wireless communication between vehicles and the central system will be provided at regional transportation service providers&#39; offices using institute of Electrical and Electronics engineers (IEEE) 802.11x WiFi hotspots. Does this mean that RTRC wants to use hotspots in the vehicles rather than cellular enabled devices? Would ODOT consider a recommended alternative to this setup but on a vendors experience and past success?

Answer: the hotspots are not in the vehicles – they are located as stated at the regional transportation service providers facilities. This way, when vehicles enter their “home” facility, data can be downloaded or uploaded to each service provider’s system. This is a Request for Proposal, not a bid, so you can propose using cellular solely to download or uploaded data for/from operations. If you do so, please ensure that you mark the Compliance Matrix for related items as “CM” meaning comply with modifications. Also, if notes are necessary for pricing, please provide pricing notes as stated on the Pricing Form.
Question: Will ODOT please describe the RTRC&#39;s change management process referenced in item 13 of the 524Pricing Excel document?

Answer: Please assume that the change management process is as follows:

A.
Record all details for the request for change (e.g., person making request, reason, timeline, etc.)

B.
Establish whether or not the request for change is within the existing contractual framework

C.
Evaluate the urgency and required contractual changes along with their financial, contractual and operational impact

D.
Make decisions to authorize or reject the change through established approvers

E.
Coordinate the implementation of change or information that change is not accepted as well as the different steps that must be taken from the different internal and external parties

F.
Review and close:

•
Have changes been made according to the agreement (or rejected)?

•
Have goals been reached?

•
Are all parties satisfied?

•
Were there any surprising effects?

•
Was there a cost overrun or delay?

•
What was the cause for the change request?

•
Were the contract terms sufficient?

•
Did product or service quality exist? How about process or communication quality?

•
Is there room for improvement in the change process (process, contract, communication etc.)?

•
Can change be recorded as completed, or do we need new change ( or maybe a claim management process)?
1/10/2023

ITB: 524-23

Question: 
Within the 524Pricing excel sheet there are several references to ODOT being the owner of the source code. Specifically items 23, 24, 26, and 27. Would ODOT consider removing the requirements for source code being owned by ODOT?

Answer: Yes, ODOT will consider removing the requirements for source code being owned by ODOT.
ITB: 544-24

Question: 
Can ODOT provide a link to the materials shared in the pre-bid meeting, and a list of attendees? Thank you.

Answer: Host – Sara Walton and Jessie Schmitzer from ODOT

Attendees – Julie Schafer (Director of State Initiatives) and Laura Brown (Director of Planning Initiatives) -RLS & Associates Inc., Gina Trimarco (Assistant VP and Project Manager) TransSystems, Timothy Reynolds (Senior Principal) WSP, Mike Anderson (Sr. Urban Planner) AECOM, Philip Roth (Senior Planner) American Structurepoint, Inc., Devayani Puranik COTA, Joshua Sikich HDR, Tobias Dunbar (Principal) AECOM, Jim Lenner (Program Manager) Neighborhood Strategies, Inc.

No additional materials were provided.

ITB: 544-24

Question: 
Who will be on the selection committee? 

Answer: State employees will be on the Proposal Review Team. Transit agency and MPO staff may also be on the team.

What is the budget range?

Answer: $300-$400k


Will there be any public involvement? 

Answer: No public involvement will take place. There will be stakeholder meetings with local municipalities, ODOT Districts, MPOs, and transit agencies. We may also meet with large employers in the area. 

ITB: 183a-23

Question: 
Question after reviewing Specs: Aluminum Bodies sections for 10&#39;-12&#39; states CA still being 60&quot;. Is this a mis-spec as Steel Bodies do note CA being 84&quot;. 
Sections 8/9/10 do need to be 84”, this will be updated


Chassis Clarification: The Chassis are secured already noted from Pre-Bid meeting. Are these all F-550&#39;s?

Could be any manufacturer meeting our truck spec. Issues regarding compatibility to various truck mfgs/weight ratings to be discussed at time of order.

1/6/2023

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Technical Proposal Section 2.2 Management Team Organization/Qualifications states to list NEVI/EVITP Certified Staff. Can this listing be excluded from the 4 page maximum requirement, and be listed after the narrative? and a separate page?

Answer: Yes. The list of EVITP certified staff may be provided by using one of the following methods:  a) incorporating the list within the four page narrative provided for Sections 2.1, 2.2, and 2.3; OR b) adding a fifth sheet that contains only a list of EVITP certified staff (any other information provided on the fifth sheet will not be considered).
1/5/2023

ITB: 183a-23

Question: 
Can we get a picture of one of the existing bodies you would like to match spec to?

Answer: We do not have any existing beds meeting these specs, this will be the first time ordering something like this with all of these features. I’d be happy to answer any specific questions about the spec/dimensions.
1/4/2023

ITB: 524-23

Question: 
Additional Questions from HBSS Connect Corp. for RFP 524-23 Trip Coordination Scheduling and Dispatching Software 

1 - The scope of services states, &quot;As eligible travelers request trips, their trip requests go to the Regional Transportation Resource Center (RTRC) which contains the software being procured and described in these specifications. The RTRC assigns each trip to an appropriate transportation provider based on several factors which will be described in Section 6 of the specifications.&quot;  
a) Please confirm that with the software that Ohio DOT requires, it wants to assign the trip to different transportation providers or to the &quot;types&quot; of transport providers (i.e., open doors and closed doors transport providers)? 


Answer: "Once [TRIP] data has been entered, the system shall determine the most appropriate trip options for the Open-Door TP with RTRC dedicated vehicles based on client preferences and eligibilities, as stored in the client profile, and the following TP parameters: vehicle tier, driver tier, hours in service and service area/zone. [THE SYSTEM WOULD PROVIDE TRIP OPTIONS ON ANY OF THE AVAILABLE OPEN-DOOR TPs WITH DEDICATED VEHICLES - IT WOULD NAME THE SPECIFIC TPs] The trip options shall be presented to the RTRC scheduler. The RTRC scheduler shall select one of the options to conclude the trip booking process. The system shall, at the conclusion of the trip booking process, confirm to the RTRC reservationist or scheduler that the booking was successfully entered into the system or sent out to Open-Door TPs with non-dedicated vehicles for acceptance or declination."

2 - Does the software require the ride booking portal to have all transportation providers listed, or are only the type of transport providers (i.e., open doors and closed door) to be listed and then it can be selected by the different vendors under the category of transport providers? 


Answer: "Once [TRIP] data has been entered, the system shall determine the most appropriate trip options for the Open-Door TP with RTRC dedicated vehicles based on client preferences and eligibilities, as stored in the client profile, and the following TP parameters: vehicle tier, driver tier, hours in service and service area/zone. [THE SYSTEM WOULD PROVIDE TRIP OPTIONS ON ANY OF THE AVAILABLE OPEN-DOOR TPs WITH DEDICATED VEHICLES - IT WOULD NAME THE SPECIFIC TPs] The trip options shall be presented to the RTRC scheduler. The RTRC scheduler shall select one of the options to conclude the trip booking process. The system shall, at the conclusion of the trip booking process, confirm to the RTRC reservationist or scheduler that the booking was successfully entered into the system or sent out to Open-Door TPs with non-dedicated vehicles for acceptance or declination."
1/3/2023

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Can you please clarify the Buy America requirements for EV chargers.  The language from the ODOT 12-16-2022 amendment seems to conflict with the proposed FHWA Buy America waiver (87 FR 53539) which requires that chargers installed before July 1, 2023 to be assembled in the U.S., installed after July 1, 2023 to be manufactured in the U.S. (25% cost of all components) , and installed on &amp; after Jan. 1, 2024 to be 55% manufactured components &amp; final assembly in the U.S.  The ODOT amendment says that bidders should assume a full BAA waiver, but then if FHWA rule is different, the contract will be updated, so does that mean ultimately that winning bidders need to be FHWA BAA compliant or no? We need to know what product requirements our customers need to meet for the OH NEVI RFP in terms of BAA as this affects the price and the products currently being manufactured to serve this solicitation.

Answer: The language in the Addendum released on December 16, 2022, is intended to ensure Proposers are pricing with the same assumption regarding Build American and Buy America provisions. As noted in the question, the addendum acknowledges that a final decision from FHWA regarding the waiver is still forthcoming. The waiver may require updates and changes to the P3 agreement (including pricing) prior to contract execution in order to ensure compliance with Federal regulations. Ultimately, the selected Proposer will need to be compliant with the applicable Federal provisions regarding Build American and Buy America provisions.

12/28/2022

ITB: 482-24

Question: 
The previous questions was answered that the if the system cannot be mounted on a u-channel it should be mounted per the manufacturer&#39;s requirements.  Howver the sign and solar equipemtn are not from the same manufacturer. Additionally, However, the sign manufacturers and solar manufacturers are not structural engineers or foundation engineers and do not supply those items.  Can the department define the pole and foundation requirements ?

Answer: Due to wide variances in the type and size of equipment that could be provided, it would be the bidder’s responsibility to recommend installation requirements. 
ITB: 482-24

Question: 
Is this specification correct?  It requires the sign to be an internally illuminated sign with LEDs behind the sign face and solar powered with ground post mounting.  Typically, the size of solar system required for this would require a cabinet with batteries and pole with a foundation.  Usually, ground post mounted signs are not backlit with LEDs.  Instead LED enhanced signs with perimeter LEDs that flash and have a much smaller power requirement that enable these to be mounted to ground post without a cabinet are used for these applications.

Answer: Shown below is an excerpt from the ITB and I have highlighted the verbiage which includes “or as directed by the manufacturer”:

The sign unit shall be designed as a retrofit replacement to an existing sign, and shall be complete, with all hardware and tools, ready to be installed on u-channel signposts or as directed by the manufacturer, requiring very minimal on-site assembly.

Therefore, if the signs can’t be placed on u-channel posts, it should be directed by the manufacturer as to the installation requirements.

12/23/2022

ITB: 524-23

Question: 1. Can ODOT please extend the page limit from 15 pages to at least 40 pages for a detailed explanation of the software and the vendor’s capabilities? 

Answer: No, the limit will remain at 15 pages.
Question: 2. Can vendors send the pricing in their own pricing format along with ODOT’s format for better clarification/explanation of the pricing?

Answer: ODOT’s pricing format must be used. However, if an explanation of pricing in this format, please include the explanation in the Proposer Price Notes tab in the Pricing spreadsheet.
Question: 3. Could ODOT please provide the number of Open-Door Transportation Providers, Closed-Door providers, and taxi providers expected to be a part of the TCSDS software effort?
Answer: The total number of providers expected to be part of this effort are yet to be determined.
Question: 4. Can ODOT please confirm that the requirement for the on-board communication hardware is 300 tablets; or is it a different quantity of tablets?  
Answer: Pricing is based on the number contained in the Installed Quantity column shown in the Price Proposal Form.
Question: 5. Who is the incumbent provider for this software?

Answer: There is no incumbent for this software as it is a new system.
Question: 6. If any third-party integrations are required, will ODOT provide the APIs, or will the vendor be required to coordinate with the integrating Agency?
Answer: The selected vendor will be required to coordinate with the integrating agency.
Question: 7. What is the budget for this project? 

Answer: The budget for this project is $1,100,000
Question: 8. Can ODOT please extend the submission deadline to allow vendors to provide more responsive and informative proposals?

Answer: No.
12/23/2022

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
The RFP states that proposals shall be submitted in two PDFs and that each PDF must be under 5 MB. With the number of Attachment 2b proposal forms and the documentation from utility companies included in Attachment 3, we are having issues getting our administrative and technical proposal to 5 MB. Is it possible to submit the Administrative and Technical proposal in more than one PDF?

Answer: ODOT strongly prefers that each PDF file is no more than 5  MB. However, If the Proposer is unable to reduce the resolution of graphics without loss of necessary detail in the PDF file, the Proposer may submit multiple PDF files for the Administrative and Technical Proposal. Each file shall be properly labeled (e.g., Part_1, Part_2). Note that multiple emails may be used to complete your submission, if needed. Proposers are responsible to ensure they have allowed time to address any potential submittal issues prior to the Proposal due date/time. Late submittals will not be considered.

12/22/2022

ITB: 482-24

Question: 
Please provide all available specs and drawings for all internally illuminated LED signs. 

Answer: The signs and specifications are identified in the ITB.  No other information will be provided. 
ITB: 542-23

Question: 
Is ODOT seeking one consultant to provide the entire scope of work? Or are we able to bid for portions of the scope? For example, my company can provide assessment of the physical conditions and amenities of the bus stops. 

Answer: We are seeking one consultant team to complete the entire scope of work. The consultant team can include one firm or multiple firms.

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Would ODOT consider removing the local emergency responders training from the required scope of work, given that this is not a core competency of likely NEVI Developers?

Answer: The selected NEVI Developer is expected to be responsible for ensuring awareness of potential hazards (e.g., electrocution hazards, stranded energy, and battery reignition) and current methods of addressing those hazards consistent with available guidance (e.g., NFPA). The selected NEVI Developer shall facilitate appropriate safety and hazard training. The NEVI Developer may contract this training with certified/qualified professionals. ODOT continues to evaluate these requirements and is willing to make reasonable refinements to these requirements prior to P3 agreement execution.

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Can you define a rural community? Or is there a map that you can provide to show what municipalities are eligible as rural?

Answer: The definition for “rural” being used for the purpose of this RFP is an area located outside of a U.S. Census-designated urbanized area (<50,000). Mapping of “rural” areas using this definition is available on the USDOT Rural Eligibility webpage (https://www.transportation.gov/rural/eligibility) by selecting the layer for “OST: SMART Grant Program” which uses a similar definition.

12/21/2022

ITB: 183-23

Question: 
I heard that the bid deadline was going to be extended to 1/5/2023 but have not seen any notifications or changes to that.  Can you confirm or deny the submission extension?

Answer: The Office of Contracts has not officially received a submission extension. The bid is expected to open on 12/22/2022.
12/21/2022

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
If Sites are leased, are lease costs reimbursable under operational costs? If not, how are the lease costs reimbursed? 

Answer: As noted in Section 3 (Item 2.c) of Attachment 9 (Draft P3 Agreement Terms and Conditions), leasing of property is not an eligible cost and these costs will not be reimbursed by ODOT. 

Charging equipment lease fees, in the case where an EV charging station operator opts to lease rather than purchase charging equipment, are considered eligible costs. See Section 3 (Item 2) of Attachment 9 (Draft P3 Agreement Terms and Conditions) for an explanation of the anticipated approach to compensation related to operation and maintenance.

12/20/2022

ITB: 524-23

Question: 
1) Please provide a list of required integrations, a contact for each vendor, and any technical specifications. 

Answer: All required integrations and specifications are included within the RFP. A vendor has not yet been chosen, therefore, we can not provide a contact at this time.


2) For provider reimbursements, please provide a list of reimbursement rates and examples of how they are cancelled.

Answer: Provider reimbursement rates have not yet been determined. As the software does not yet exist we can not provide an example of how they are cancelled.
ITB: 097-23

Question: 
-Does the prohibition of the use of overseas vendors preclude the use of Miovision (Canadian) for video processing? 

ODOT and vendors for ODOT can use Miovision services because Miovision has distributors in the US.

-How does Ohio DOT select each vendors’ workload? Do you cycle through vendors and distribute equally? Is there an anticipated workload per vendor?  

ODOT retains the right to select each vendor for each task order assigned. We make our selection based on a variety of factors, such as, but not limited to price, staff expertise, ability to complete work, type of counters or processing available. We hold a kickoff meeting early in the contract with each vendor to learn more about their specific strengths, equipment availability etc. so we can provide the best services to our customers. We DO NOT cycle thru vendors. We listed the anticipated program counts for each county per year. We generally assign these tasks by county to a vendor; some vendors may be assigned multiple counties.


ITB: 556-23

Question: 
The affirmation and disclosure form associated with this RFP requires that all &quot;State data&quot; shall be stored in the US. Could ODOT please define &quot;State data&quot; and provide examples. Thank you! 

Answer:  “State data” means any information provided by the State of Ohio to the Proposer/NEVI Developer. See the Ohio DAS website for more information:  https://das.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/das/buying-and-selling/policies/executive-order-2019-12D.

12/19/2022

RFP: 556-23

Question: 
Hello, 

Attachment 5 “Signature Page” includes the text “RFP No 601-22” at the top of the page. Is this in error and should this read 556-23? 

Should respondents make this change or does Ohio plan to provide an updated attachment template? 

Thank you for any clarification you can provide. 

Answer: Response:

Attachment 5 within the RFP file posted on the ODOT website (http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ContractAdmin/Contracts/PurchDocs/556-23.pdf) contains the correct reference to "RFP No: 556-23". Reference to "RFP No 601-22" in the MS Word document on the FTP site (ftp.dot.state.oh.us - /pub/contracts/Purchase/556-23/) is incorrect. A corrected MS Word file has been provided on the FTP site or Proposers can make the change on the current form.

12/15/2022

RFP: 524-23

1. Whether companies from Outside USA can apply for this? 
         (like,from India or Canada)

Answer: No

2. Whether we need to come over there for meetings?

Answer: Yes, periodically travel to the pilot region will be required during the testing and implementation phases of the project, however, most meetings will be conducted virtually. 

3. Can we perform the tasks (related to RFP) outside USA?
        (like, from India or Canada)

Answer: No work can be performed outside of the United States per the Governors Executive Order. 

4. Can we submit the proposals via email?

Answer: That is the only way responses are to be submitted, as the bid document clearly states. 
12/13/2022

ITB: 097-23

Question: 
Regarding Pole mounted video turning movement counts: 
Question 1:  The pricing options do not incorporate differences for large versus small intersections or roundabouts. Is there a way to reflect those differences in the pricing? (Ex: price per camera required for accurate collection) 

Pay Item C1 is for a traditional intersection and will include both small and large intersections. If the intersection is extremely large (needing more than 2 cameras) ODOT will consider paying for 2 intersections. This will be at ODOT’s judgement on the complexity of the intersection.

Pay Item C2 is specifically for a roundabout count. This is an item that was not included in previous contracts and has been added to allow for the uniqueness required in counting these type of intersections.


Question 2: Should the daily rate include 24 hours of video watching/processing?

Yes, the daily rate is for 24 hours of video collection and processing/watching.

ITB: 479-23

Question: 
Which engine would you like in your 1500 truck? 3.6 Pentastar V6, 5.7L Hemi, or 3.0LEcodiesal V6

Answer: 3.0LEcodiesal V6, we are fine with the least expensive engine, but would entertain other option if truck is on the lot.

12/7/2022

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Is there scope to attach letters of support? (i.e. from HW manufacturers, land owners, etc.)

Answer: No. Letters of support shall not be provided in the Proposal.
ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Will paint on graffiti-resistant coatings be an acceptable solution for 14 (a)?

Answer: Graffiti-resistant coatings or replaceable wraps/signage may be used on the EVSE enclosure.

Question:  Section EVSE Specifications 6 (g) what information is needed to be shared with “electric utilities, other energy provided, and local energy management systems”?

Answer: The NEVI Developer must have the ability to communicate through a secure network with electric utilities, other energy providers, and local energy management systems. Specific details on content to be communicated, if necessary, will be conveyed at a later date.

Question:  What ampacity of charging cables are required to be considered a 150kW charging station?

Answer:  Cable type and size will need to be specified by the NEVI Developer and submitted to ODOT to document compliance prior to construction.

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Is ‘Attachment 10 – High Value Data Indemnification Agreement’ applicable and required for execution by all proposers that are selected for award or does it only apply to proposers who provide HIPAA data?  

Can ODOT define “operational development” and “under similar operating conditions” in the following narrative requested in 3.3.2.b “2. Proposer’s EVSE capabilities (operational development) under similar operating conditions”? We are uncertain as to the response ODOT is intending to collect, as operational development and similar operating conditions are ambiguous terms and can be interpreted several ways (e.g. under supply chain constraints, projects with NEVI scope, experience of teaming with partners, etc.) 

ODOT requests an Owner Host Commitment Letter if the proposer is a lessee. Is only an Owner Host Commitment Letter allowed to satisfy this proposal requirement or can a proposer submit a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with a property owner to satisfy this requirement? 

Does ODOT have any updates on whether energy costs (kWh, demand charges, or both) are eligible as operational costs?  Earlier in then proposal inquiry period, ODOT said discussion are ongoing regarding eligible costs related to operations. 

Can ChargePoint submit an application on behalf of a customer (i.e. can ChargePoint submit the final proposal to ODOT instead of the proposer listed in the application)?


Answer: RFP Attachment 10 (High Value Data Indemnification Agreement) is applicable and must be executed by all Proposers selected for award.

With respect to the question regarding Section 3.3.2.b of the RFP, the narrative to be provided in response to this item shall demonstrate the Proposer's capabilities to develop and operate EVSE under similar requirements that are established by the NEVI Formula Program. Discussion of market conditions and current constraints are also appropriate.

With respect to property owner commitments required by Section 3 of Attachment 2b (Proposal Summary Form – Part 2), the document (whether "MOU" or "Owner Host Commitment Letter") must indicate a commitment to host the EVSE for a minimum of 5 years from when they are accepted by ODOT.

Regarding eligibility of certain costs, discussions are ongoing regarding eligible costs related to operations. However, it is not anticipated that energy costs will be considered eligible.

Regarding submittals on behalf of others, while an entity may submit the Proposal to ODOT on behalf of a different entity, the Proposal (including the form on the front page of RFP No. 556-23) must reflect signatures and relevant information specific to the entity that will enter into the P3 agreement.

ITB: 315-24

Question: 
Do we need to submit a CIPP liner design for each diameter with our bid? Please clarify

Answer: No, one sample calculation is required. Please refer to Section 6.2 for calculation requirements.
Question:

The price sheet indicates thickness in inches for the liner, however, in most cases the thickness for CIPP lining is measured in millimeters. Please clarify

Answer: Unit of measure is inches.   Please provide results in inches.

12/7/2022

ITB: 556-23

Question:  Please elaborate on how the 97% uptime is calculated.

 

Answer:  See §680.116(b) of the proposed NEVI Formula Program rules for further detail and description of uptime calculation:  https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/22/2022-12704/national-electric-vehicle-infrastructure-formula-program. Also, reference Attachment 9, Section 3 of the RFP.
  

Question:  Will BAA equipment be required if the Federal Government offers a waiver?

 

Answer:  Reference Attachment 9, Section 1 (Item #21) of the RFP. At this time, FHWA has not published further guidance on waiver of Buy America provisions. Therefore, FHWA's existing Manufactured Products General Waiver remains in effect.

  

Question:  8.c indicates equipment should be roaming capable; can you share more information concerning if there are certain networks that roaming should be enabled with?  

 

Answer:  See the section entitled "Open Charge Point Interface (OCPI) 2.2.1" in the NEVI-related notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM). https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/22/2022-12704/national-electric-vehicle-infrastructure-formula-program
  

Question:  In Section 2.5 Proposal Summary Form (PSF) - Part 2, the forms ask for both an attached lease and an attached commitment letter from the owner host. If we attached a signed lease agreement with the site host, do we also need to attach a commitment letter from the same site host?

 

Answer:  Yes. Both documents (lease and commitment letter) must be provided.

12/6/2022

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
In reference to the affirmation and disclosure form, we contract with certain software providers/data storage companies who reside outside the US. Please confirm it it would be allowable to submit an addendum to explain where our data is stored with our application. If a waiver is required, at what stage should that request be submitted?

Answer: No data can be stored outside of the United States. If your company was to be selected, a waiver could be requested. It’s very unlikely it would be granted. 

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
If it is allowable, could ODOT provide us with the total number of Proposers / sites they have received responses from for I-75 group D? We do not want any sensitive details about those responses... just the total number of Proposers / sites. If there are already many Proposers applying for funding along this section of I-75, then we do not want to waste our client&#39;s time and effort with submitting another application. However, if there are no Proposers or sites for I-75 group D, then would like to help our client submit a response before the 12/21/22 deadline. We also understand if it is not possible to provide this information. Thanks in advance for your help. 


Answer: ODOT will not provide this information. 
ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Is there a deadline for installations to be completed following contract execution?

Answer: No. The RFP does not include a specific deadline for Sites to be operational. Proposal Summary Form - Part 2 requires completion of a milestone schedule and requests, if necessary, explanation regarding events that impact Proposer's ability to achieve operational status. Note that the NEVI Formula Program Guidance indicates a goal of achieving operational status within six months of procurement.

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Regarding Attachment 9 section 3, please confirm that the eligible costs referenced align with guidance provided by the federal government for NEVI.

Answer: Yes. However, FHWA continues to evaluate eligible costs.  

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
If there is a NEVI funding eligibility restriction depending on how far along a potential applicant site is in the development process, at what development stage does that site become ineligible? 

Answer: There is not a specific development milestone where a site would become ineligible for NEVI Formula Program funding. Note that the NEVI Formula Program Guidance considers the upgrade of existing public charging stations to meet NEVI Formula Program considerations and requirements as an eligible expense. However, ODOT does not intend to reimburse a NEVI Developer for elements of project development that have already been completed prior to execution of a P3 agreement.
ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Dear Ohio NEVI team- 

We would like to request a 30-day extension to the response due date.  This will provide more time to obtain utility cost estimates as well as align with the final technical guidance from the DOT which is expected later in December.

Answer: We appreciate your request, but ODOT does not plan to extend the deadline for submittal of Proposals in response to this RFP. 
ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Attachment 2.b of the RFP requires the Proposer to identify, for each Candidate Site, whether it is the property owner or a lessee.  Please confirm whether the Proposers right to use of the Candidate Site in accordance with a real estate easement is sufficient for grant purposes, and whether a copy of the easement documentation could be provided in lieu of a lease or proof of ownership.

Answer: Identification of property ownership or lessee status is required. However, a copy of the easement documentation is acceptable for Proposal submittal in lieu of lease agreement or proof of property ownership. 

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
For allowable attachments (including warranty information and charger technical specifications), the RFP indicates the attachments should appear at the end of Attachment 2b. If a company is submitting multiple sites with the same equipment and thus the same attachments, should the warranty and technical specifications attachments appear at the end of every Attachment 2b or is it allowable to attach these documents once at the conclusion of all Attachment 2b forms? With the number of sites in our submission, attaching the documentation at the end of each separate Attachment 2b would result in over 200 pages in duplicate attachments. 

Answer: It is allowable to attach these documents once at the conclusion of all Attachment 2b forms. Please include a cover sheet with statement indicating that the information is applicable to each Candidate Sites or specify the applicable Candidate Sites. 
ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Regarding the public accessibility requirement, can you elaborate on what is meant by &quot;open to the general public or to authorized commercial motor vehicle operators from more than one company&quot;? What would be acceptable as an &#39;authorized commercial vehicle operator for more than one company? Does that mean that the public accessibility requirement would be satisfied if the site supported shared fleet usage?

Answer: The NEVI Formula Program Guidance does not provide specific details regarding the terms referenced. As noted in previous responses, ODOT does not currently plan to prioritize fleet charging. The eligibility of a site that supported shared fleet usage with the general public under the NEVI Formula Program is unclear. ODOT intends to request further clarity from the Joint Office of Energy and Transportation.

ITB: 241-23

Question: 
Do we need to install concrete foundations for the pole? If so, where would we put pricing for foundations in the pricing spreadsheet? 

There are no poles being installed in this contract. The intention is to use existing poles; therefore, no foundations are required as part of this bid. 


Is there an installation schematic available regarding the concrete foundation if needed? 

Most existing foundations follow the following standard construction drawings, Pages - Traffic SCDs (state.oh.us), HL-20.11, but foundations and poles are all existing.


What materials are ODOT solely responsible for providing? 

Read each item in detail. In regards to pay for data portion:

Vendor supplies batteries, modems, connection fees and costs to get data collected and submitted to ODOT. Limit the improvements to 3-4 only. The vendor is expected as part of the initial configuration and acceptance pay items to identify any parts that need replaced. Following the identification and remediation of these items (which ODOT will pay vendor to correct), the vendor will be responsible to maintain, replace all items as needed to continue quality data collection.

If ODOT supplies the pole and solar panel, how do we proceed with the pricing spreadsheet in the sections for each item? 
The intent is to use the installation items to create a site that is fully operational. Then use the Pay for Data items to collect data. Price accordingly. 

What is ODOT’s timeframe for when a task is issued to when the task must be completed. 

ODOT will work with vendors on timelines, in general we want installations and pay for data to occur within 2 months of issuance of task order. ODOT understands there are supply chain issues but will require proof of items having been ordered. ODOT retains the ability to rescind task orders if this can’t be supplied. 

Is there an approved process or specific equipment ODOT mandates for the installation of 40’-50’ poles? 
All poles will be installed and in place via ODOT outside of this contract.  
12/5/2022

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Regarding Attachment 9, item 21 related to Buy &amp; Build America, please confirm that the chargers awarded in this specific and particular solicitation fall under the waiver Irregardless of the construction and deployment date of the charging stations. In other words, will these stations be grandfathered into this waiver. 

Answer: At this time, FHWA has not published further guidance on waiver of Buy America provisions. Therefore, FHWA's existing Manufactured Products General Waiver remains in effect.
ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Can ODOT please confirm that liquidated damages are capped at the amount of the grant reimbursable budget?


Answer: Regarding a cap on liquidated damages, the P3 agreement is still in development. It is anticipated that components of the P3 agreement will be negotiated following selection and contingent award.

Can ODOT please confirm if permits are an eligible cost?

Answer: Development phase activities relating to the installation of EV charging infrastructure, including permitting, are eligible costs.

Can ODOT please confirm if sales tax on the charging equipment is an eligible cost? 


Answer: Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 5501.78, EV Charging Systems that are purchased for the NEVI Program are exempt from Ohio State and local Sales Taxes.
Can ODOT please confirm if landscaping remediation, if a necessary part of the EV charging installation project, is an eligible cost?

Answer: Restoration of landscaping directly related to EV charger installation is an eligible expense. Enhancements to landscaping (e.g., aesthetic enhancements and upgrades) are not eligible.

12/2/2022

Question:
1) Do the RFP cover sheet (p. 1 of RFP) and Affirmation and Disclosure forms need to be numbered per the guidelines in 3.1? Should the affirmation and Disclosure form immediately follow the cover page at the start of the administrative proposal (first PDF file) before the numbered sections start?

Answer:  1) Yes. Proposers shall submit the Proposal using the section numbering and organization conveyed in Table 3 (Proposal Content Requirements). A divider may be used between the cover page and the "Affirmation and Disclosure form". Dividers will not count toward page limits.
Question:2) RE: Section 3.3.3:  
• Costs of miscellaneous staffing needs, including staffing any facilities associated with the EVSE 
Are there any restriction of what costs can be included in this? Is it for new hires, or the amortization (e.g., 1/20th) of the cost of employing existing personnel?

Answer: 2) Costs should reflect the actual cost to perform the turnkey services for EVSE, including any necessary staffing costs.

12/2/2022

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Regarding the form that requires cost estimates from utilities for utility infrastructure upgrades, we have made contact with the utility for the sites that we are planning on proposing. We have asked them for a budgetary estimate for the utility upgrade and they are not able to do that without a down payment of sorts. As you can imagine, providing a down payment for a site where we do not know if we will get awarded NEVI funds will be costly and could prove not to be valuable. Generally, across the country, utilities do not provide estimates for upgrades without some form of down payment. We will provide a budget for the utility upgrade based on our experience and knowledge. Please confirm that this will be acceptable. 

Answer: Estimated power utility improvement costs in Attachment 3 (Power Service Site Information) provided by the Proposer will only be considered acceptable when accompanied by documentation of correspondence with the utility company that demonstrates coordination efforts were initiated. ODOT may select a best-value Proposer for a Corridor Group in accordance with Section 4.5 (Determination of Best-Value Proposer) that did not provide a utility company-developed estimate. However, ODOT reserves the right to reject a Candidate Site and select the next best Candidate Site for the Corridor Group, if a) the Proposer fails to obtain a utility improvement estimate from the utility company during the post-selection period (i.e., prior to execution of the P3 agreement); or b) the utility company provides a utility improvement estimate that, in ODOT's sole discretion, is substantially higher than the Proposer-developed estimate provided in the Proposal.


Question: Is listing a construction contractor a requirement to submit at this time? Our typical process is to go to market to get competitive bid after the design is done. In our experience, listing a contractor at this phase could prevent the best and most competitive pricing to OH RFP. Our plan is to work with contractors that are certified to install EV equipment. During this phase we typically use internal resources to develop a budget for construction.  

Answer:  No. Identification of a construction contractor is not a requirement for submittal. However, during Proposal evaluation as specifically described in Table 5 (General Technical Proposal Evaluation Criteria) of Section 4.3 (Evaluation of Technical Submittals), ODOT will consider the extent to which the Proposer demonstrates a comprehensive team, including subconsultants, capable of efficiently implementing EVSE at each stage of project development.

Question: Regarding attachment 9, will proposers be given the opportunity to discuss/negotiate the terms and conditions provided upon award?  

Answer:  Yes. It is anticipated that components of the P3 agreement will be negotiated following selection and contingent award.

Question: Section 3.3.2.b discusses EVITP certified staff, does the EVITP certified staff have to be a member of the proposers organization or can they be contracted staff (e.g. vendor, contractor, etc.)?  

Answer:  Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Training Program (EVITP) may be contracted staff. The proposed NEVI-related Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) requires that, with the exception of apprentices, all electricians installing, maintaining, and operating EVSE be certified through the EVITP (§680.106(j)). See:  https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2022-06-22/pdf/2022-12704.pdf
Question: Please confirm whether or not grant funds provided as a part of this solicitation can cover operational expenses such as maintenance, demand charges, software fees, etc?  

Answer:  Pursuant to Section IV (Project Eligibility Provisions) of the NEVI Formula Program Guidance and the NEVI Formula Program FAQ document, eligible uses for NEVI Formula Program funds include maintenance and software fees. See both documents for more information regarding eligible costs:  https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/nevi/formula_prog_guid/
Currently, energy costs, including "demand charges", are not considered eligible costs pursuant to Attachment 9 (Draft P3 Agreement Terms and Conditions). Discussions are ongoing regarding eligible costs related to operations. Any changes regarding cost eligibility will be updated in an addendum.

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Please confirm that battery storage and solar canopies are an approved expense.

Answer: Provided that the battery storage and solar canopies only transfer power to and from the EV charging station, these components are eligible for NEVI Formula Program funds.

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Will eligible sites be expanded in future iterations of the NEVI program? There is great potential for site development along the designated key corridors, but not explicitly at the currently designated exits. 

Answer: Future procurements related to the NEVI Formula Program may expand the area where EV charging infrastructure may be located. Information about future rounds of procurement will be provided on ODOT/DriveOhio’s NEVI website when the details are available.

Question: I have a follow-up question to one of the answers provided. It states FHWA must first certify that the designated AFCs for electric vehicles are fully built out prior to using NEVI Formula Program funding for EV charging infrastructure on any public road or in other publicly accessible locations that are open to the general public or to authorized commercial motor vehicle operators from more than one company.

Can you clarify what authorized commercial motor vehicle operator means or how that would differ from being open to the general public. We have a concept for a site that would support fleet partners and the general public, so we are wondering if a fleet partner would count as an authorized operator that would be ensured access.  

Answer: For the purposes of the NEVI Formula Program, "commercial motor vehicles" are defined in 23 CFR 658.5 as a motor vehicle designed or regularly used to carry freight, merchandise, or more than ten passengers, whether loaded or empty, including buses, but not including vehicles used for vanpools, or recreational vehicles operating under their own power. The NEVI Formula Program Guidance does not specifically address eligibility of NEVI Formula Program funds for EVSE specific to "fleet partners". It is unclear what conditions, if any, would preclude use of the EVSE by the general public to accommodate "fleet partners" use of the EVSE.

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
RFP 556-23 references numerous other documents regarding this project including but not limited to: The Ohio Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Deployment Plan (Ohio EVI Plan), National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Formula Program (NEVI) / DriveOhio, and the NEVI Formula Program Guidance (NEVI Guidance).  Should a conflict arise regarding coordination of documents, and it will, please provide a complete contractual listing of all relevant binding contractual documents and also order of precedence as to how discrepancies will be resolved.  

Answer: For the purposes of Proposal development, the Proposers shall rely on the content provided in the RFP and associated addenda.  After selection and award, the P3 agreement will provide an order of precedence for "contract documents" and provide guidance on how to address conflicts, discrepancies, and ambiguities among the "contract documents". The P3 agreement is under development.

Question: After the 5-year maintenance/operation period has ended, it is an option for the developer to continue to operate the site.  What if the developer no longer wishes to operate the site, what happens to the site and equipment?  

Answer:  At the completion of the five-year maintenance period, ODOT interest in the EVSE will end and operating costs will no longer be eligible for reimbursements under the NEVI Formula Program. Responsibility for the equipment will be transferred to the NEVI Developer and related parties.

Question: Has ODOT prequalified EVSE Charging Station Vendors and Manufacturers as referenced in Ohio EVI Plan?  If so, please provide the approved prequalified listing.  

Answer:  There are no applicable prequalification requirements and no prequalification criteria were established as part of this RFP. ODOT may consider prequalification on future procurements.

12/1/2022

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
The RFP states that a single entity or affiliated entities may not submit more than one proposal for the same RFP. 

Is it acceptable for an EVSP to submit a proposal as lead applicant / NEVI developer, but also to serve as equipment and services subcontractor on a different company&#39;s proposal?

Answer: Yes

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
From reading through the RFP, it seems as though it is allowable to submit one application for multiple sites. Please confirm that this is correct.

Answer: A Proposer may submit a Proposal which includes Candidate Sites for any number of Corridor Groups.  However, as described in the RFP (see Table 3 (Proposal Content Requirements) of RFP, Section 3.1), the Proposer must include a version of Attachment 2b (Proposal Section 2.5), Attachment 3 (Proposal Section 2.6), and Attachment 4 (Proposal Section 3) for each Candidate Site.

ITB: 556-23

Question: Regarding the uptime percentages for each port reported in Attachment 2a-i and 2a-ii, is it acceptable for the uptime calculations to exclude circumstances beyond the operator's control?

Answer:  Yes.  See §680.116(b) of the proposed NEVI Formula Program rules for further detail and description of uptime calculation:  https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/22/2022-12704/national-electric-vehicle-infrastructure-formula-program 

  

Question: Regarding Attachment 3 Power Service Site Information, a utility we reached out to said their quote might need to be provided on their standard template and not the Attachment 3 table. Is it acceptable to attach the utility quote and/or our communication with the utility with Attachment 3 if the utility declines to complete the table?


Answer:  Yes. Attaching a utility quote from the utility company using their template is acceptable. This information shall be provided in Section 2.6 of the Proposal in accordance with Table 3 (Proposal Content Requirements) of RFP, Section 3.1.

  
Question: In Addendum 1, Section 5, is the strikethrough of tables in the sentence "Graphics, tables, and figures which include text to describe the graphics, tables, and figures, may use a smaller font size but shall remain legible" meant to signify any tables must have 11 point font?

 

Answer:  Yes. Unless otherwise stated in the RFP or addenda to the RFP, tables in the Proposal shall use 11 point font.

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Would chargers that support designated fleet partners but are also publicly accessible be eligible for NEVI funding?  

Answer: The meaning of "chargers that support designated fleet partners" is unclear. Please consider the following: a) Section 680.106(e) of the draft rules for the NEVI Formula Program indicate that charging stations must be available for use and sited at locations physically accessible to the public 24 hours per day, seven days per week, year-round; and b) Pursuant to Section II.D of the NEVI Formula Program Guidance, FHWA must first certify that the designated AFCs for electric vehicles are fully built out prior to using NEVI Formula Program funding for EV charging infrastructure on any public road or in other publicly accessible locations that are open to the general public or to authorized commercial motor vehicle operators from more than one company.


Is there any flexibility to prioritize fleet charging during specified times (like overnight charging) while still meeting the public accessibility requirement for funding? 

Answer: At this time, there is no plan to prioritize fleet charging.


Can you confirm whether 24/7 public access will always be a requirement for future Ohio NEVI programs?

Answer: Regarding the 24/7 public access requirement, Section 680.106(e) of the draft rules for the NEVI Formula Program indicates that charging stations must be available for use and sited at locations physically accessible to the public 24 hours per day, seven days per week, year-round. Subject to potential modification to the proposed rules in future years, this requirement is anticipated to be applicable for EVSE funded through the NEVI Formula Program.

Would a project site approximately 1 mile from I-71 at EXIT 28 be eligible for NEVI funding?


Answer: No. As illustrated in Figure 1 (Map of AFCs and Candidate Site Locations) and described in Table 1 (Potential Candidate Site Locations | Corridor-Group & Exit Locations), Exit 28 is not included in the list of eligible Corridor Groups for the current procurement.

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Related to Attachment 3: In the event the utilities cannot provide a cost estimate in Attachment 3 in time for application submission, will ODOT accept the respondents own estimated power costs based on our prior experience and benchmarks? 

Answer: Estimated power utility improvement costs in Attachment 3 (Power Service Site Information) provided by the Proposer will only be considered acceptable when accompanied by documentation of correspondence with the utility company that demonstrates coordination efforts were initiated. ODOT may select a best-value Proposer for a Corridor Group in accordance with Section 4.5 (Determination of Best-Value Proposer) that did not provide a utility company-developed estimate. However, ODOT reserves the right to reject a Candidate Site and select the next best Candidate Site for the Corridor Group, if a) the Proposer fails to obtain a utility improvement estimate from the utility company during the post-selection period (i.e., prior to execution of the P3 agreement); or b) the utility company provides a utility improvement estimate that, in ODOT's sole discretion, is substantially higher than the Proposer-developed estimate provided in the Proposal.

11/30/2022

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Are electronic signatures (specifically Docusign) allowable for the required signature pages? 

Answer: yes, they’re allowed.

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Is ODOT requesting applicants - or would it be allowable for applicants - to offer redlines to the sample agreement included in the RFP materials?

Answer:  Redlines to the draft P3 agreement or other elements provided in the RFP are not being requested and shall not be provided. It is anticipated that components of the P3 agreement will be negotiated following contingent award.

Question 2:    Are sites that have been awarded funds for EV charging through the Ohio EPA VW settlement eligible to be submitted for NEVI funding for expansion or enhancement?

Answer: Funds from the NEVI Formula Program and funds from the Volkswagen Diesel Emissions Mitigation Trust (VW funds) may not be combined for development of a site. A site that was approved for VW funds will only be considered as a Candidate Site if the applicant for the site chose not to accept the VW funds.

11/29/2022

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Related to Attachment 2a-ii: Is ODOT looking for EVSE deployments that include Level 2 chargers and/or non-public (&quot;behind the fence deployments&quot;)?

Answer: Attachment 2a-ii shall include all US EVSE installations, including Level 2 chargers and non-public EVSE.

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Hello, 
Are you by chance able to provide a copy of the host agreement that will be needed once the project is awarded? 
Thank you! 

Answer: The site host agreement is under development and not available at this time. It is anticipated that components of the host agreement related to the ODOT property interest will be negotiated following contingent award in accordance with Section 5 of the RFP. 

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Attachment 2a part 1 requires respondents to list up to three references for EV stations provided within the attachment. If respondent is also the owner/operator of the sites listed as reference projects, should we provide an alternative contact within the company who now manages the sites or list as not applicable?

Answer: A unique reference for any three sites included as part of Attachment 2a-i shall be provided. The reference shall be from a party that has an interest in the EVSE but is not directly affiliated with the Proposer/respondent entity.
11/23/2022

ITB: 454-23

Question: 
To ensure pricing received is aligned with ODOT’s expectations and that pricing is comparable across bids, what duration should bidders assume for each of the 11 modules?

Answer: it’s unclear what you’re asking, but it should be a total price for completing the work. There are estimated dates in the bid document. 
11/22/2022

RFP: 556-23

Can ODOT provide clarity on the allocation of points available in the Site Selection and Site Access Approach criteria that reads “Demonstrate an effective approach (e.g., donation, easement, lease, permit, license, etc.) to providing access to the Candidate Site for purposes of the Department…”? In addition to clarity on allocation, can you specify what procedures, documentation or other information are considered to negatively or positively impact an application’ score, if at all, for demonstrating ODOT access to the site (e.g. donation, easement, terms and conditions within the Public, Private, Partnership (P3) agreement, etc.)?


Answer: ODOT does not intend to provide additional detail regarding the allocation of points within the "Site Selection and Site Access Approach". As noted in Table 4 (Technical Proposal Scoring) of RFP, Section 4.3, the allocation of points for all components within this element are valued at 100 points. Table 6 (Candidate Site-Specific Technical Proposal Evaluation Criteria) of RFP, Section 4.3 conveys each of the relevant evaluation criteria. As noted in Table 6, ODOT values an approach to providing access that facilitates achievement of schedule milestones and does not create significant risk to the feasibility of the Candidate Site.
If maintenance is conducted at no cost to the EVSE owner because the EVSE is covered under an extended warranty, is it acceptable to report the upfront cost of the warranty to satisfy the quarterly reporting requirement for "Maintenance and repair cost per charging station for each of the previous three months" (referenced in Attachment 7, #6.3)?


Answer: Warranty costs shall not be reported as a component of the "maintenance and repair cost per charging station" in the quarterly reporting. Costs shall be reported at the time of expenditure.

Can ODOT please clarify whether the awardee will be reimbursed monthly before or after project “Acceptance”? 


Answer: Terms of the P3 Agreement are still in draft form. Refer to Section 3 of the current draft provided in Attachment 9 to the RFP for compensation schedule. The intent is to provide monthly payments for eligible costs during installation and following "Acceptance".

Can ODOT confirm whether the energy costs (kWh, demand charges, or both) are eligible as operational costs? ChargePoint considers station operational costs to primarily be the energy costs (kWh + demand charges) associated with each site.  

Answer: Currently, energy costs are not considered eligible costs pursuant to Attachment 9 (Draft P3 Agreement Terms and Conditions). Discussions are ongoing regarding eligible costs related to operations. Any changes regarding cost eligibility will be updated in an addendum.
Referenced in Attachment 7, #6.4: Can ODOT define "Vehicle size accessibility" and "OCPP real-time status and price"? 

Answer: "Vehicle size accessibility" refers to the physical dimensions of the largest vehicle that can access a charging port at the charging station. "OCPP real-time status and price" will be removed from the annual data requirements.

In the proposed compensation schedule, it states that “All eligible costs to procure equipment, construct the facility… etc. are reimbursable using federal funds for up to 80% of eligible costs.” However it does not define what is considered eligible costs to procure equipment, construct the facility, etc. Can ODOT please confirm whether each of the following qualify as eligible costs for reimbursement? 

a. Charging equipment 

b. Shipping  

c. Sales tax 

d. Switchgear 

e. Utility interconnection or line extension 

f. Labor, materials and equipment rentals associated with installing, activating and testing the charging equipment and make-ready 

g. Labor, materials and equipment rentals associated with ancillary construction activities (e.g., landscaping, pacing, stenciling, signage, lighting) 

h. Design/engineering 

i. Permits 

j. Site survey 

k. Project management labor and fringe 

l. Labor, materials, and equipment rentals associated with firefighting training

Answer: All construction costs for NEVI Formula Program projects, as defined under 23 U.S.C. 101(a)(4), are eligible so long as they are directly related to the charging of an electric vehicle (EV).  These costs must be allowable, allocable, and reasonable in accordance with 2 CFR part 200.  To be considered directly related to the charging of vehicles, the item must be a necessary component in the EV charging station, be a necessary component to connect the EV charging station to the electricity source (or to supply power from the electricity source), provide eligible signage to direct EVs to the charging station, or provide information to EV users about use of the charging stations.

Costs to acquire and install on-site electric service equipment (e.g., power meter, transformer, switch gear) are eligible.

Costs associated with preliminary engineering, survey, and related work are eligible. Costs associated with final design are not eligible for NEVI funds until NEPA review is complete.

Discussions are ongoing regarding eligible costs. Any changes regarding cost eligibility will be updated in an addendum.

Reference the NEVI Program Q&A document for additional information:  https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/alternative_fuel_corridors/resources/nevi_program_faqs.pdf 
Can ODOT please confirm that equipment maintenance and warranty costs can be included as an eligible cost for Pre‐construction and Construction Costs?  ChargePoint warranty, maintenance and networking solutions are purchased as capital costs for a five-year period. Both services are not ongoing expenses and instead are purchased as a one-time, up-front cost in addition to the purchase of equipment.

Answer: Equipment maintenance and warranty costs are eligible costs.  Additionally, pursuant to the NEVI Program Q&A document (see below link), hardware and software maintenance and repair costs, including service agreements with third-party contractors and charging equipment manufacturers or warrantors, are eligible costs.

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/alternative_fuel_corridors/resources/nevi_program_faqs.pdf  

These costs are eligible as operations and maintenance costs and shall be included in the "O&M - Year 1 Costs".
Referenced in Attachment 10, #2, can ODOT confirm that the "utility electrical service" mentioned as a non-eligible cost is referring to monthly electricity bills and not utility interconnection costs?

Answer: "Utility electrical service" is intended to mean monthly electricity costs.

Can applicants include additional attachments beyond the documentation requested in the RFP if related to the success and scoring of the project, and will these additional documents count toward the page limit?

Answer: No. Additional attachments shall not be submitted.

Can ODOT please confirm whether a 3rd party (like ChargePoint) can submit application on behalf of an applicant? 

Answer: The meanings of "applicant" and "3rd party" as used in your question are unclear. 

ODOT intends to enter into a P3 Agreement with the successful Proposer(s). Proposers must be able to enter into a P3 agreement with the Department and perform the work described in the P3 agreement. The owner of the property where EVSE is located is not required to be the Proposer. Further, the owner of the EVSE is not required to be the Proposer. However, the Proposer will be responsible to ensure the terms of the P3 agreement are met and have necessary commitments from other parties which may include the property owner and/or EVSE owner.

The RFP requires lessee applicants to “provide details of lease terms, expirations, and renewal or attach a copy to this Form.” Is there any flexibility to providing less formal documentation in replace of formal lease agreements? Lease terms and dates for customers can hold considerable strategic and proprietary insights into operations and awarded applicants are committed to sharing such information during the Post-Selection Award phase.  

Answer: Yes. The RFP does not request the formal lease agreement be provided. ODOT is required to certify to FHWA that it has acquired rights-of-way of such nature and extent as are adequate for the construction, operation and maintenance of a project. We are requesting only necessary details regarding terms of the lease related to expiration, renewal, and termination that would directly impact the ability to deliver the NEVI program based on these requirements.

Can ODOT define "State data" as it relates to this program (referenced in Attachment 6, #7)?

Answer: “State data” means any information provided by the State of Ohio to the Proposer/NEVI Developer.

Can ODOT clarify what the word "Average" refers to in "Average Annual Uptime Percentage"? Does this indicate uptime would be calculated as an average across all ports at a given site?

Answer: Average annual uptime applies to each charging port. The term "average" is used since the calculation considers a twelve-month duration. See §680.116(b) of the proposed NEVI Formula Program rules for further detail and description of uptime calculation:  https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/22/2022-12704/national-electric-vehicle-infrastructure-formula-program 
What documentation is required to receive reimbursement?


Answer: In accordance with Section 3 of Attachment 9 of the RFP, valid monthly progress invoices are required. Further detail will be provided in the P3 agreement.
Please expound upon this sentence from the RFP: "ODOT will not provide any compensation for work performed pre-award.”  Is it permissible for applicants to procure or order EVSE equipment and/or service prior to award notifications?  Given high demand and lead times, it is not unlikely that a developer may want to secure NEVI / BAA compliant EVSE for a project so that reasonable installation and commissioning timelines can be met.


Answer: ODOT will not compensate a Proposer for labor related to turnkey services prior to execution of a P3 agreement. If an entity decides to procure EVSE equipment or materials, it must be at their own risk. However, ODOT will pay for materials and equipment that are purchased at-risk, if:  1) a P3 Agreement is successfully negotiated; and 2) the items are compliant with the NEVI Formula Program and terms of the P3 agreement. ODOT intends to make payments for equipment and material when material is provided to ODOT and it is approved as compliant.
In order to make this RFP cost effective to ODOT, we are requesting for an extension on this Bid.  With the holidays approaching as well as the required time to manage and negotiate land sites, we are requesting that this bid be postponed at least 1 month to the end of January 2023.

Answer: No extension will be provided at this time.
11/18/2022

ITB: 454-23

Question: 
1. In previously addressed questions, the elearning modules are described as “videos.” Please confirm if all elearning modules should be created for publishing in a Mp4 format (excluding any clickable interactions) for YouTube (vs. a SCORM for a Learning Management System). 

The modules will be in editable files created in either Lectora or Storyline.  Within the module files, there will be links to the videos (the videos will be in YouTube and a link placed into the module).

2. Please confirm if the Final Exam will be required in a published SCORM or Web Package format. 

We need the modules in editable files created in either Lectora or Storyline.  

3.  Reference ODOT’s Responsibility: Please confirm if all elearning modules should target 1 hour of duration each or the “Total Video Time” durations noted. 

The modules will range in length, with trying to keep maximum length to around 1 hour

4. Reference Contract Dates and Deliverables: Please confirm if ODOT’s requirement for eLearning draft files by 3/1/22 includes the draft scripts for all 11 courses or the 11 fully developed draft elearning modules. 

Draft scripts are fine, but the developer will probably find it easy to deliver the fully developed draft eLearning modules. 

11/18/2022

ITB: 454-23

Question: 
You mention there are several videos already existing, up to 15 minutes each. Will the videos be used as MP4 files (embeded videos into SL)  or will the vendor be expected to re-create all the video content as SL slides? 

Answer: Videos are already created and would be in embedded into the eLearning modules, no re-creation required. 

11/16/2022

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Is it acceptable for the owner of the EVSE to be a different entity from the NEVI Developer (with the understanding that the NEVI Developer still maintains all responsibilities to ensure the ODOT contract requirements are met)? This would allow a greater variety of businesses to participate in this RFP.

Answer: Yes. It is acceptable for the owner of the EVSE (and the Candidate Site property) to be a different entity from the NEVI Developer. Pursuant to RFP, Section 3.3.2.b, the Proposer shall describe the Proposer team structure/organization to deliver the required services for implementation and operation/maintenance of EVSE while also describing Proposer’s roles and responsibilities. In addition, see Proposal Summary Form 2 (Item #2 (Candidate Site Host Information) and Item #3 (Site Access Approach)) regarding required information related to property ownership, EVSE access, and commitment of the site host owner to host EVSE.

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Will the awarding body place value in Proposers demonstrating Good Faith Efforts to utilize DBE subcontractor participation, even if a DBE firm has not been procured by the proposal submission date?

Answer In accordance with Table 6 (Candidate Site-Specific Technical Proposal Evaluation Criteria) in RFP, Section 4.3 (Evaluation of Technical Submittals), the evaluation will consider the Proposer’s plan to effectively engage DBEs during construction and/or for purposes of operation and maintenance. Information regarding these elements will be provided by the Proposer in Proposal Summary Form – Part 2 (Item #11).

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Will the agency please confirm that this will be subject to Davis-Bacon Wage Determinations?

Answer: Pursuant to RFP, Section 1.3 (Program Requirements), the project must comply with applicable federal laws, including Davis-Bacon and Related Act Provisions as required by FHWA-1273 (https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/programadmin/contracts/1273/1273.pdf).

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
• Will the agency please confirm that this project will be subject to Ohio Prevailing Wage Rates, and that the determinations will vary based upon the county (location) of each proposed charging station? 

Answer: Yes. Ohio Prevailing Wage Rates will be applicable to the project.  Determinations will be based on the county of the Candidate Site.


• Will the agency provide the prevailing wage rates to bidders? 

Answer: Prevailing wage rates for Ohio counties are available through the Ohio Department of Commerce, Bureau of Wage & Hour (https://com.ohio.gov/divisions-and-programs/industrial-compliance/wage-and-hour).

• Will there be a DBE % utilization goal for this project?

Answer: A specific DBE goal for this project is not anticipated. However, use of DBE firms during construction, operations, and maintenance is valued by ODOT. Information regarding the Proposer's approach to use of DBE firms is requested as part of Proposal Summary Form - Part 2. This information will be considered during Proposal evaluation as described in RFP, Section 4.3 (Evaluation of Technical Submittals).

11/15/2022

ITB: 454-23

Question: 
You stated these courses need to be 508 compatible - do you require the bidder to transcribe videos in order to place Closed Captioned text? Or do the videos come with CC text already embedded?

Answer: The videos are uploaded to YouTube which provided automatic closed captioning.  This closed captioning will need to be reviewed and edited where the text has been improperly transcribed by the YouTube system.  All non-video pages will need to have audio recorded which matches the text on the screen.  

RFP: 556-23

Question:
Does the State have an identified point of contact from the utility companies for coordination on NEVI locations?

Answer: See available contact information for utility companies in Addendum #1. While ODOT will continue to pursue additional utility contact information, the Proposers are responsible to complete the required information described in the RFP and shall be responsible to reach out to utility providers applicable to their Candidate Sites. Note that electric utility companies for the various regions within Ohio are shown in the ArcGIS tool referenced in Section 2.1 (Procurement Method) - https://bit.ly/ohionevidetail.
Please clarify the language in Section 2 of Attachment 4: Required Subsidy. Does the term &quot;revenues&quot; refer to the subsidized portion of the project that ODOT will be responsible for?

Answer: The required subsidy is the portion of the costs for developing and operating the Site that the Proposer is requesting ODOT/FHWA provide through NEVI Formula Program funds or other eligible sources. A negative subsidy would be an indication that the Proposer intends to increase their share of cost beyond the required 20% of the costs. Addendum 1 includes revisions to Attachment 4, specifically replacement of “Initial Revenues” and “Est. Revenues” with “Subsidy required”.

The Proposer Certification requires applicants to certify that “no person, broker or selling agency has been employed, retained, or given anything of monetary value to solicit or secure this contract, except bona fide employees of ODOT". It is not uncommon that individual site hosts wishing to host EVSE are unfamiliar with these programs and as a part of the scope of work for purchasing, installing, or hosting such equipment will request that a provider or consultant undertake this work for them. Is this an acceptable explanation or business method to ODOT?

Answer: Subject to establishment of an agreement for ODOT to inspect and audit the EVSE and area surrounding the EVSE throughout the term of the P3 agreement, the approach described is acceptable.
Attachment 7- NEVI Developer Responsibilities & General Requirements section 10.2 states that each developer must provide 4 hours of emergency responder training at each site. We are concerned with our ability to responsibly and productively take on the role of firefighting/emergency responder safety trainer and with the ability of ourselves and other EVSE developers to provide consistent and standards-based training. How will ODOT ensure that local jurisdictions provide and adequately compensate emergency response personnel for the training (or is this to be the responsibility of the individual site developer?) Is this training to be compliant with NFP or OSHA standards; if so, which ones? If not, would NEVI developers be required to take on potential liability for nonstandard training of emergency responders? Are Ohio fire and emergency response personnel permitted to accept nonstandard training? Which EVSE hazards does ODOT wish for Developers to provide training on (as distinct from other high voltage electrical hazards)? Would ODOT instead be willing to collaborate with the relevant state and Federal agencies and developers to provide consistent statewide training?

Answer: The selected NEVI Developer is expected to be responsible for ensuring awareness of potential hazards (e.g., electrocution hazards, stranded energy, and battery reignition) and current methods of addressing those hazards consistent with available guidance (e.g., NFPA). The selected NEVI Developer shall facilitate appropriate safety and hazard training. The NEVI Developer may contract this training with certified/qualified professionals. ODOT continues to evaluate these requirements and is willing to make reasonable refinements to these requirements prior to P3 agreement execution.

Attachment 3- Power Service Site Information requires that the local utility populate a cost estimate sheet. Has ODOT communicated this requirement to Ohio utilities and have the utilities indicated they can provide this information in a timely manner?

Answer: ODOT has coordinated with utility companies and communicated expectations regarding the information being requested.

In completing the Proposal Summary forms, are applicants allowed to change the size of the individual question response boxes to fit our answers as long as the proposal conforms to the overall page limit? For example, could we expand the box for Attachment 2b- Question 3 Site Access Approach to have more space for that answer and reduce the size of other boxes where we need less space to answer?

Answer: Yes. The size of the boxes in Attachment 2a and Attachment 2b may be modified, but the overall page requirements as described in RFP, Section 3.1 (Proposal Organization and Format) apply. Additionally, font requirements and other formatting requirements in RFP, Section 3.1 are also applicable to the Proposal Summary Forms. Proposers may use 10 point font in the Proposal Summary Forms as noted in Addendum #1.

Our company has more than 2,000 EVSE nationwide, which will require an estimated 145 pages to report via Attachment 2a-ii. Would it be possible to submit this information in an excel attachment? 

Answer: ODOT will provide a spreadsheet template which shall be used for both Attachment 2a-I and Attachment 2a-ii. See Addendum #1 for related changes to the RFP.
Will the charger uptime information reported in Attachment 2a-i and Attachment 2a-ii be treated as confidential or will proposers need to request confidential treatment via the process outlined on page 5, section 2.4?

Answer: See RFP, Section 2.4 (Confidentiality/Public Records). This information will not be automatically treated as confidential. The Proposer may indicate in their Proposal that certain information is a "trade secret" and is not subject to disclosure pursuant to ORC 1333.61(D). It will be the responsibility of the Proposer to defend their "trade secret" determination, if challenged.

Recent Volkswagen Appendix D and other solicitations nationwide have seen more than 300 applications. In our experience, solicitations requiring an email submission can face technical issues when receiving hundreds of large attachments simultaneously.  Is ODOT prepared to receive several hundred emails, each 50+ megabytes, on the morning of the solicitation deadline? If ODOT's receipt is delayed or impacted by technical limitations, will submitters be able to use other documentation for their date and time of submission?

Answer: Each file being submitted shall be limited to no more than five megabytes. Note that multiple emails may be used to complete your submission. Addendum #1 includes relevant changes. 

As noted in Section 3.2 (Proposal Submission), Proposers should allow for sufficient time for the email containing submittals to be received by the deadline. We recommend providing sufficient time to communicate and resolve any technical difficulties. If Proposers encounter technical difficulties when attempting to submit emails with attachments, please email contracts.purchasing@dot.state.oh.us without attachments and inform them of the issue.

11/10/2022

ITB: 454-23

Question: 
1. Is accessibility required for these eLearning courses? 

Answer: Yes.  Accessibility is required for the courses.  508 accessibility compliance. 
ITB: 454-23

Question: 
1. Is the bidder responsible for writing the knowledge check and assessment questions?

Answer: No, the knowledge check and assessment questions have already been created by subject matter expert

2. If you are providing the knowledge check questions, do you require check marks next to the correct answers?
Answer: Yes, on knowledge checks but no on exams, explanation for knowledge checks will be provided. Final exam questions and where possible answer should be randomized.

3. Is an audio recording required?
Answer: Only on the screens which are not video clips.  We need the audio recording for 508 compliance. 

4. Do you require the review of the final files by May 1, 2023, or does the project need to be completed by May 1, 2023? The ITB states the contract is through June 30, 2023.
Answer: Final files need to be completed by May 1, 2023, in order to make changes by the contract end date of June 30, 2023, if need be. 

5. The ITB identifies 11 modules and states each should be about 1 hour in length, but pricing indicates we are only to provide 5 hours of video. Can you clarify the expectation?  - please clarify the modules will be a total of five hours of video, so the modules will not all be an hour in length.  The modules will be according to the amount of material included for that topic.
Answer: With knowledge checks and end of module test there will more time required for student to complete the course. There will some modules that fall under the hours mark.  

11/9/2022

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
If a site was previously approved for VW funds, will they still be eligible for this program?

Answer: Funds from the NEVI Formula Program and funds from the Volkswagen Diesel Emissions Mitigation Trust (VW funds) may not be combined for development of a site. A site that was approved for VW funds will only be considered as a Candidate Site if the applicant for the site chose not to accept the VW funds.  
11/7/2022

ITB: 309-24

Question: 
Hello 
I&#39;am looking to apply for the Ohio Minority NEVI Grant.  Can you please send over the application to apply. Thankyou! 

Answer: While ODOT anticipates future grant opportunities related to EVSE for other sites across the State, Request for Proposals (RFP) #556-23 (Turnkey Electric Vehicle Charging Stations) is not part of a grant program and does not use an "application" process. Information about future EV-related grant programs will be provided on ODOT/DriveOhio's website when the details of these programs are made available to ODOT/DriveOhio.

ODOT has issued RFP #556-23 to solicit proposals for the opportunity to provide turnkey services for electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE) at up to thirty Sites throughout the State in accordance with National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Formula Program which is part of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA). Turnkey services include site acquisition, design, purchase, construction, installation of hardware (and accompanying EVSE management software), operations, maintenance, and reporting.

ITB: 556-23

Question: 
Is there a deadline for when awarded sites need to be operational?

Answer: No. The RFP does not include a specific deadline for Sites to be operational. Proposal Summary Form - Part 2 requires completion of a milestone schedule and requests, if necessary, explanation regarding events that impact Proposer's ability to achieve operational status. Note that the NEVI Formula Program Guidance indicates a goal of achieving operational status within six months of procurement.
10/31/22

ITB: 802-23

Question: 
Bid spec section 6B. 
A rubber flap of 12.7 mm (2&quot;) thickness is required to be mounted full 
length and 254 mm (10&quot;) wide, by using a retaining bar and bolts. 
Question: 
Is this a typo?  12.7mm is 1/2&quot; not 2&quot;.  We have traditionally always put (Running Position): ½&quot;th  x 12&quot;H x X-ft L  
Does this no longer comply with the bid spec? 

Bid spec section H. Paint 
1H. 
The front surface of the moldboard to be primed and painted, with flat black 
enamel paint. 
2H. 
The back of the moldboard and the rest of the plow components shall be 
painted, with at least one (1) primer coat and one (1) finishing coat of 
flat black. Powdercoat is acceptable. 
Question: 
ODOT Fronts have been yellow. 
Are you changing? If yes we can comply to a change. 

Answer: This is supposed to read 12.7 mm (1/2”) not (2”) thickness.  This was a mistake on the bid spec but the 12.7 mm (1/2”) is the correct thickness.  

For Section H., specifications 1H. and 2H. will remain as specified. 

10/19/22

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
Will the vendors responding to this DW research project be precluded from bidding on future work that may be identified from the resulting POC?

Answer: No. 

10/17/2022

ITB: 586-23

Question:

Please confirm that reports and dashboards are not part of the POC scope. It is not mentioned in the scope. If so, will the vendor/state use SQL queries to vet the integrated model?

Answer: Yes, reports and dashboards are a part of the POC as determined by the business requirements for reporting/dashboarding gathered from each of the 5 systems involved in the study.  ODOT will test queries against the warehouse model.

Question: 
1) How many different business groups and team members users will be available to us during requirements gathering? 

Each of the 5 systems in the RFP will provide team members and users during the requirements gathering phase.


2) Approximately how many tables are in each source system?   

The amount of tables in the subset data from each source system will be highly variable.  Current DB size of a few of the systems: 

              Ellis: 50 GB

              Collector: 450 GB

              TSMO: 14 TB

We are unable to get too detailed on number of tables, columns or rows due to variability.


3) How many CADD and Mapping files are there?  

The amount of dgn files created for an individual project is highly variable depending on the scope of the design and construction. For simple projects it can be a few dozen files to the more complex projects it can be hundreds.

10/17/2022

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
In section Instructions, Terms and Conditions for Bidding, point number 17 Bidder Responsibility says the following: “The Department will only award this procurement to what it deems to be a responsible bidder. The Department’s determination of a bidder’s responsibility includes, but is not limited to, the following factors” Do we need to include all the points stated in the above section with the proposal? If no, where should these points be addressed to consider a responsible bidder.

Answer: As stated in the terms and conditions, these are some of the factors used to determine a responsible bidder.
10/17/2022

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
In section Instructions, Terms and Conditions for Bidding, point number 13 Unit Bid Prices, under subsection B says the following: Bidders must incorporate into their unit bid price(s) submitted all costs and fees associated with the State’s use of a payment (credit) card. Is the method of payment by the State only by credit card or could another method of payment be considered by the State?

Answer: Another form of payment can be used. This is referring to if a credit card is used.
10/17/2022

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
Could you please indicate how many references do we need to provide for this solicitation?

Answer: References were not a requirement for this RFP.
10/17/2022

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
In section Instructions, Terms and Conditions for Bidding, point number 17 Bidder Responsibility, subsection f says the following: the bidder’s employees. What does the state mean by bidder’s employees? Is the State referring to our total amount of employees or key personnel that will handle the contract?

Answer: The bidder is responsible for their employees.
10/17/2022

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
In section Instructions, Terms and Conditions for Bidding, point number 17 Bidder Responsibility, subsection d says the following: the bidder’s facilities. What does the state mean by bidder facilities? Could we assume this means office locations?

Answer: Correct.
10/14/22

ITB: 545-23

Question: 
We are interested in participating (L2) but wanted to clarify eligibility.  We are an LTL  fleet.  We dual utilize our tractor fleet.  During the day there are city operations both in Indianapolis and Columbus which we support.  In the evening these tractors run Linehaul on the I-70 corridor between the two cities.  I&#39;m sure that there is a way to exclude data from the city, but I just want to be clear that we would want to continue the dual utilization if we were going to participate.  Can you verify eligibility?  Thank you.

Answer: The overall goal of the project is to deploy truck automation technology on I-70 between Indianapolis and Columbus.  The available project funding will pay for those expenses required to deploy truck automation technology (Platooning, Level 2, Level 4) on I-70.  Use of the technology beyond the I-70 corridor such as routes that enter/exit I-70, local, or last-mile routes will not exclude any deployment team from applying.  However, keep in mind that the proposal evaluation will take into account the number of technology-deployed trucks, number of miles on I-70 that the technology is deployed and the frequency of the route on I-70.
10/14/22

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
“The team resumes submitted by the contractor show the relevant experience of working with data integration platforms, APIs, data modeling and gathering technical requirements.” Is the state expecting one resume per skill set noted?

Answer: The relevant work experience from the contractor’s resumes should outline how the team meets the requirements of working with data integration platforms, APIs, data modeling and gathering of technical requirements.
10/14/22

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
Do you have a time frame and duration for the POC?

Answer: We do not have a time frame at this time.
10/13/22

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
1. What is the estimated volume of  data expected for the Pilot? 

We have identified the systems we would like subsets of data to be used for the study.  Would like their recommendations for volume to function properly and efficiently.


2. Is there a desire to include  data quality checks and MDM integration into the pilot? 

Yes we want to ensure data standards are being met.  

3. Is it safe to assume the Ellis web-based application is out of scope of the pilot, and instead, the data from the SQL Server is in scope? 

Ellis data is in SQL Server.  Since this is a study, it would be useful to understand how web based applications can be integrated into a data warehouse.


4. Are reports and dashboards part of the scope of the Pilot ? 

Yes, reports and dashboards are in scope of the study. 


5. What are the criteria that makes successful Pilot? Performance criteria? 

We are relying on the vendor to provide recommendations for creating a development environment built to demonstrate data integration, storage and analysis.  Performance, security, workload management, automation (AI/ML), analytics and data science capabilities would be a few items to note but want to understand the full capabilities the vendor can provide for this study. 


6. Would you like to run the pilot under ODOT licenses/environment or our licenses/environments? 

-It really comes down to what level of access the vendor will need. Our CTO will most likely deny any request for an outside vendor to have high level access to our internal environments.


7. Are there planned or expected real-time interfaces expected for the Data Warehouse?  If yes, how many inbound and outbound interfaces are currently planned? 

If the vendors can show us the real time interface capability it will be helpful. 

As said previously, this is a study project we are interested to see the capabilities and how it scales to ODOT’s needs.


8. Should there be any consideration to requirements related to the pending data catalog tool implementation? 
Compatibility concerns/recommendations.


9. Is there a preferred data modeling approach - Data Vault, Star Schema, 3NF etc. Or you open to consider the recommendations? 

We would be open to using the best recommendation provided by the vendor for our business.


10. Are you open to consider tools recommendation in addition to the software listed in Supplement A? 

Yes


11. Do you expect to flatten out BIM data models for SQL based querying or store the BIM files as objects and make them available for BIM viewing and processing tools?

This is to be determined. Recommendations from the vendor to ensure capabilities.
10/12/2022

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
Is there a DBE requirement for this project?

Answer: There is not a requirement for DBE on this project. 

10/11/2022

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
What is the funded budget for this project?

Answer: ODOT will not disclose the budget for this project.

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
Are subcontracts allowed on this RFP

Answer: Yes

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
Are subcontractors allowed on this RFP?

Answer: Yes

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
Is there a PID for this project?

Answer: Not specifically for this project. 
10/6/2022

ITB: 586-23

	#
	Question
	ODOT Response

	1
	Can you please specify third-party systems/applications that need to be integrated with the Data Warehouse?
	They have been specified in the RFP document in detail. 

	2
	Can you list out the five different applications from which the data should be stored and analyzed?
	They have been specified in the RFP document in detail. 

	3
	Do you intend to store the data from the systems in the staging database and then process it?
	This is up to the vendor to recommend as part of the solution. If staging is necessary for data transformation, then it should be included in the design.

	4
	Do you have a Power BI license or any other Business intelligence/tool license?
	Yes – Power BI

	5
	Do you possess an Azure subscription? If yes, what is the level of subscription?
	Yes – Azure 

	6
	Can you please share the existing size of the data repository (SQL)?
	SQL warehouse – 2.5 TB; Also TSMO data is housed in a separate warehouse, which is 14 TB. However, Only a subset of this data will be used in study and the focus is on obtaining a schema so understanding data is the key task.

	7
	Can you please specify the total number of users and their roles who will access the data from the data warehouse?
	Our focus is on obtaining the schema based on data analysis. But just for context 4000-5000 users in ODOT can have access to this warehouse for reporting and analysis. This excludes systems that will ETL their data at a specified frequency into the warehouse. 

	8
	The development/implementation of the delivered design will be handled by the selected vendor or a new vendor through a separate solicitation?
	Scope of this project is only building a schema. Implementation (if and when we choose to do it) will be a separate project.

	9
	Do you have any preference in terms of Reporting in Dashboards?
	Power BI will be preferred.

	10
	Is the project funded? Do you have a budget limit that we need to consider?
	Projects are open for bid after funding approvals. Given the scope of the project (sample data from 5 different applications), and vendor experience in designing a data warehouse, they should quote the cost of study.

	11
	Do you have an estimated project start date/contract period and desired go-live date?
	Anticipated start – Jan, 2023

Project Closeout – July-Oct, 2023

	12
	Do you expect this project to be a fixed-bid or time &amp; material-based contract?
	Fixed price

	13
	Can the work be performed remotely?
	Yes


10/5/2022

ITB: 545-23

Question: 
Is it a requirement for the vehicles travelling along I-70 to actually be carrying &quot;Revenue Loads&quot;?  We do not actually have any business-related routes between Columbus and Indianapolis along I-70, so we would simply be driving our vehicles back and forth along I-70 collecting mileage and data to submit to the program. 

Answer: No, the technology-equipped vehicles running on I-70 do not need to be “revenue” generating.  Truck Automation SAE Level 2, SAE Level 4 and Truck Platoon technologies can be proposed with vehicles that are revenue generating or non-revenue generating.  However, “deployment teams” are encouraged to submit proposals in order to further the project goal of technology adoption by the fleet and logistics industry in Ohio and Indiana.  

9/30/2022

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
We cannot open the embedded Ohio Security Plan Template  you provided can you please provide. Thank you.

Answer: 
[image: image3.emf]Ohio Security Plan  Template.docx


9/30/2022

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
1. Please provide information on the budget for this project. Is there a Not to Exceed amount for the project effort? 

Answer: Budget is negotiable.  
2.ODOT is a Microsoft shop.  Does ODOT have any requirements for the data warehouse product?  Does ODOT want to use Azure for warehouse hosting or can any environment (including on-premise at ODOT) be used when building the pilot warehouse?

Answer: ODOT is interested in understanding pros and cons of different warehouse options.  The purpose of this project is to help ODOT more fully understand what requirements might be for a modern data warehouse / data lake.  The pilot warehouse can be in any environment.
3.Question 1.7 mentions the “data governance standards”.  Will ODOT provide the vendor these data governance standards that need to be met?  

Answer: ODOT will provide these standards.
4.Does ODOT have a desired project time frame and completion deadline? Please provide any additional information on the schedule for the project and any critical path dates or deliverables calendar milestones.  

Answer: ODOT is seeking vendors to propose a timeframe to assess and achieve the deliverables set in the RFP.
5.ODOT recently issued a request for proposals for a Data Catalog. Is this RFP related to the Data Catalog request for proposal, and if so, can you provide a high-level description of that relationship?  

Answer: The Data Catalog software will help ODOT understand how information is managed and used across the department, while this RFP will help ODOT understand how to best architect the data warehouses.   
6.Please provide a brief description of ODOT’s near-term vision for BIM and its scope within ODOT. Alternatively, a reference to a whitepaper, presentation, or similar overview would suffice.  

Answer: ODOT recently started a BIM initiative whose primary goals are to develop enhanced 3D models and work towards receiving as-built information to facilitate a more holistic data/asset lifecycle.  This RFP could help ODOT explore data management options and technologies which support the interchange of information across functional areas of ODOT (Planning, Design, Construction, Maintenance) to better realize these BIM goals.  
7.One of the representative systems is DGN files, from which one will “Integrate data from the design files into the warehouse for asset management from the BIM perspective”. Can you provide examples of data that illustrate the range of data that will be drawn from the DGN files to integrate into the warehouse? 

Answer: ODOT’s current CADD standards can be found here: https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/working/engineering/cadd-mapping/cadd-standards-manual-ohdot
8.The RFP does not describe ODOT collaboration in the requested work. Are there ODOT staff roles that will be substantively involved in the work to be performed by the contractor under this RFP? Can you describe the roles and approximate availability of such staff to the project?

Answer: ODOT staff will be actively participating with the vendor project team.  The roles include Chief Data Officer, Data Governance Program Manager, Project Manager(s), business analysts, enterprise architects and subject matter experts.  The availability varies by role though a core project team will work closely with the vendor team.
9/28/22

ITB: 586-23

Question: 
Is it acceptable for a vendor to be part of multiple submissions?

Answer: Yes, vendors can be part of multiple submission teams.

9/27/22

RFP: 545-23

Question:
I am the President and CEO of Carter Express and Carter Logistics, a logistics and trucking company based in Anderson, IN. We have several hundred trucks in Indiana and almost 150 trucks in Vandalia, OH. We have several linehaul routes that run on 1-70 between Dayton, OH and Greenfield, IN. I understand that isn’t the full length of the corridor you are using (Indy to Columbus) but still covers a significant stretch. We are very interested in this project and would be willing to be a fleet that could help with the testing. All of our newer trucks have all of the available safety technology – collision mitigation, lane departure and blind spot detection and adaptive cruise. We do not have any of the other technologies mentioned, yet. I’d like to understand the application process better and have a better understanding if our smaller section of the corridor would be long enough to be considered as a possible fleet partner before we go through the application process. Could you provide some insight? I appreciate your time in advance. Thank you. 

Answer: Responses that include a portion of I-70 between Columbus, OH and Indianapolis, IN will be considered.  In the scoring process, the length of the proposed route that does occur on I-70 within the corridor as well as the frequency of the technology-equipped trucks will be considered. The I-70 Truck Automation Corridor project RFP is soliciting responses from “Deployment Teams” that consists of at least one fleet/logistics firm and at least one automated truck technology firm.  Additional information and an opportunity to ask questions directly to the project team will be offered during the “Pre-proposal Meeting” that will take place virtually on Tuesday, October 4 at 2PM EST.  Please register for the Pre-proposal meeting through the following link: https://bit.ly/DriveOhio-I70-TAC-Pre-Proposal

Also, a brief outline of the 3 types of technology that may be deployed along the corridor is below with a more technical check list found in Appendix A of the RFP:

As stated above, this project will deploy Platooning, L2 and L4 truck automation technology on trucks in operations (i.e., trucks operating for a private fleet, trucks carrying paid loads, etc.) as defined below:

• Truck automation and platooning: connectivity between two or more trucks where the lead truck is driven manually, and the following truck uses vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) communication and automated driving technology to operate in partially- or fully- automated mode.

• SAE L2: truck with combined automated driving functions where the driver must remain engaged in the driving task and monitor the environment at all times. Level 2 advanced driver assistance systems can control both steering AND braking and accelerating simultaneously through certain features, such as adaptive cruise control, collision mitigation and lane departure warning.

• SAE L4: truck with automated driving functions that can perform all driving tasks under certain conditions. This project requires that L4 deployment will have a safety driver in the seat with the option to control the vehicle at any time.

9/23/2022

ITB: 580-23

Question: 
I am having trouble printing the RFI from the e mail that you have sent.  I am on the list of locations that you are considering and I would like to talk to someone to ascertain all the relevant information.

Answer: Attached is the pdf for the RFQ. All questions are to be submitted through the PBQ process, this bid is active.
9/21/22

ITB: 301A-23

Question: 
Where can I attain a copy of spec 023 for cab &amp; chassis info? 

Answer: Current contracts can be found here: Procurement Opportunities | Ohio Department of Transportation
ITB: 301A-23

Question: 
ITB 301A-23 - Options 1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 2-1, 2-2, and 2-3 are asking for shorter bodies than in the main specification. If the bodies are installed on either tandem axle or hooklift chassis, there will not be sufficient frame length for man baskets due to axle placement and the hydraulic reservoir. Is a different chassis spec to be assumed? Please clarify. 

Answer: Yes, hydraulic reservoir will be moved to the space between cab and bed

There will be an addendum on this today.

ITB: 301A-23

Question: 
ITB 301A-23 Option 1-7 – Clarification needed. The spec calls for an arrowboard with a tailgate mount arrow panel. Is the arrow panel intended to be hung on the rear stakesides? If so, it will not meet the MUTCD requirement for an arrowboard to be positioned 7’ from the ground to the bottom of the board. Would a hydraulic arrowboard lift mounted to the attenuator mount (with quick disconnect) be an acceptable alternative?

Answer: The intent is to have Arrowboards and attenuators mound directly to swaploader beds, not stakesides. 

ITB: 301A-23

Question: 
ITB 301A-23 - Options 1-6, 1-7, 1-8, 2-6, 2-7, 2-8 require the attenuator to be mounted to the hook-lift body. Traffix Devices requires the attenuator to be mounted directly to the truck frame. Will a frame-mounted attenuator that does not interfere with the functionality of the hook-lift be acceptable?

Answer: Traffix has certified vendor to mount attenuators to hook-lift beds. If a perspective vendor the purchase would be placed with cannot mount to the hook-lift body, do not quote that option and list a new option detailing mounting solution.

9/19/2022

ITB: 301A-23

Question: 
ITB 301A-23 - Ref SL240/SL2418, Section 1: Will vendor have access to chassis to take final measurements after bid is awarded and before fabrication?  

Ref SL240/SL2418, Section 1: Will vendor have access to chassis for final installation? 

Answer: Since each truck can have varying dimensions, the Office of Equipment Management will supply any/all needed dimensions to the awardees upon placement of the order. Vendors receiving an order will be able to see/inspect the hook-lift chassis at the respective ODOT facility prior to final shipment and trucks may be open for fitting at the facility providing the product depending on availability.

9/15/2022


ITB: 121-23

Question: 
Hello, 
Can we submit multiple bids? We would like to offer one bid with receiver and choke ring antenna and a separate bid with receiver and geodetic antenna.  
Thank you

Answer: Yes, you can submit separate bids for a Receiver + Geodetic Antenna or a Receiver and Choke Ring Antenna.

ITB: 301A-23

Question: 
Clarification needed: Hook-Lift body chassis as spec&#39;d will not provide 20&#39; usable deck space.  
Hook-Lifts SL-2418 &amp; SL-400: insufficient space for Man Baskets as spec&#39;d.

Answer: 20’ of usable space was intended to mean 20’ of deck, including space before the man baskets, the length taken up by the man baskets, and the open deck space behind the man baskets. What specific dimensions cannot be met with the SL400 and SL2418 for the baskets?
ITB: 301A-23

Question: 
Can we send a Rep to look over one of your existing trucks to look at specialty components such as the Cone storage system and Flag storage (PVC tubes), and to take measurements. If so, what location can be made available?

Answer: No, this will not be possible. 

9/14/2022

ITB: 246-23

Question: 
On the 246Pricing price list, on the Hourly Rates tab, I see column C and column D to enter our rates.  They both show &quot;Emergency Labor Rate for Mechanic&quot;.  Where/how do I enter my standard rate?  Thanks

Answer: Column C is for your normal hourly rates between 7:00 AM – 4:00 PM Monday-Friday

Column D is for your after-hours rates outside of the time listed in Column C

We define the hourly rates as “Emergency” because we may have an emergency that requires you to arrive within two hours during either the “Normal Work Hours” and/or the “Outside of Normal Work Hours” timeframes. This gives us flexibility to designate a situation as “emergency” or “standard” with respective response times.
9/13/2022

ITB: 090-23

Question: 
Hello, my name is Jeremy Wilson and I am the Product Application Specialist for Temporary Traffic Signals for Ver-Mac. I was reading through the &quot;REQUIREMENTS/SPECIFICATIONS&quot; for Invitation No. 090-23. I have a question for section 7.4: Group 4 - PTS Rentals. It is written &quot;The &#39;Knockdown&#39; unit shall have the ability to connect wirelessly with permanent signal systems.&quot; This is the first I&#39;m reading of a Knockdown requirement in any of your specs. Is this a miss print or is there an actual requirement for a singular Knockdown unit. Thanks! 

Answer: It is not in the spec to have this capability, but for this item on the contract it is required. If they do not have the ability to provide one with that capability then they can leave it blank.
ITB: 301A-23

Question: 
1) - Are there Quantities for each build as spec&#39;d? Answer: This is an open contract, ODOT, other state agencies, counties, and cities/municipalities will purchase as needed.
2) - Attenuators are called out as an option only? Answer: Attenuators are optional, not every district/county runs them on every MOT truck.
3) - Options List - items priced to include any labor and installation? Answer: Unless stated otherwise, all options are to be installed (and wired/programmed in if applicable). Arrowboards and attenuators include controls as a separate option since some districts/counties do that work themselves.
4) - a &quot;Tail Gate&quot; is called out in the specifications. Can this be further defined or photos supplied as reference? Answer: See attached images
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ITB: 908-23

Question: 

• Which vendor was awarded the first Device Outage Dashboard Task Order #900-21?  Trihydro

• Do we need to also process information about devices that are up and running?  The application needs to be able to determine if a device is up or down

• Is there any requirement for archive and purging mongoDB data after 1 year (or configurable duration) or simply purge after the duration configured?  Purge after the duration configured

• User interface design/UX is part of the scope of work. Please confirm. Yes, this is part of the scope of work

• Does existing scripts for Milestone Cameras using MIP SDK support all the use cases / data points needed for new dashboard?  Existing script uses the Milestone API and may be helpful to help build out the monitoring for the system.  The awarded vendor will need to review/evaluate the script to determine if or how to leverage the existing script

• Querying of Econolite database is possible (either through API or direct access), please confirm.  Yes, per Econolite vendor

• In general, what is the timeline by when ODOT architect team will provide review feedback on design/code?  In general, 1-2 weeks

• Is create/update of DevOps pipeline in vendor scope of work? If yes, to what extent?  Yes, a manifest must be provided in order to deploy the code in an ODOT environment

• If CD needs to be in place, should vendor keep it’s AWS environment for UAT throughout the development? This will have impact on cost.  Yes

• Will the vendor be responsible for building the incoming data streaming and adaptation services?  Yes

• What is acceptable delay for Real-time updates? Monitor scheduled process running every 2 minutes
2.2.4.2 Intelight MaxView Monitor This monitor will be a scheduled process running every 2 minutes which asynchronously retrieves data from Intelight Ramp Meters.

2.2.4.3 Econolite Signal Control Monitor This monitor will be a scheduled process running every 2 minutes which asynchronously retrieves data from Econolite traffic signals using the Econolite API

2.2.4.4 Milestone Monitor This monitor will be a scheduled process running every 2 minutes which asynchronously retrieves data from Milestone cameras via the Milestone SDK

• How many end users should the system support?  10-20 concurrent users

• How many devices will be monitored?  ~1100 milestone cameras, ~1500 Econolite traffic signals,  ~50 ramp meter devices

• What is the expected number and frequency of updates from the devices?  Number of devices above and monitor scheduled process running every 2 minutes

• The RFP states, The Vendor shall create and maintain their own AWS account for development purposes. What AWS guardrails, networks, access rules, and other things should the vendor be aware of to maintain parity with the Production environment?  The vendor AWS account needs sufficient privileges in AWS to create their own version of ESP.  ODOT will provide scripts to the awarded vendor to create their own version(s) of ESP for developing the solution.  There is no need for further parity with the ODOT production ESP


9/9/2022

ITB: 316-23

Question: Based on a 72” pipe the concrete paving would be 1/3 the rise or 1/3 of 72” =24 inches. So from the middle of the invert we would measure and the lining would be 24-inches up each side of the wall for a total of a 48-inch (4-foot) swath of invert paving?Based on a 72” pipe the concrete paving would be 1/3 the rise or 1/3 of 72” =24 inches. So from the middle of the invert we would measure and the lining would be 24-inches up each side of the wall for a total of a 48-inch (4-foot) swath of invert paving? 

Answer: Page 512 ODOT Spec Book “to a height equal to 1/3 the rise.”  Following your example of a 72 inch round pipe, you would project a horizontal line at a height of 24 inches above the top corrugation of the invert . Where this horizontal line intersects the sides of the pipe is the vertical limit of the paved invert.
9/9/2022

ITB: 005-23

Question: 
The past 005 bids listed 12 separate pricing sheets for equipment and labor for each district.  This one has &quot;one&quot; pricing sheet for equipment and labor and an option for 12 different MOB/DE-MOB for each separate district.  Do we only use one pricing sheet for all districts?

Answer: Yes.   One pricing sheet for equipment rates.    ODOT has observed pricing for equipment rates (hourly, daily, weekly, monthly) to be the same, regardless of District.

Mobilization/Demobilization may vary based on distance.
9/8/2022


ITB: 005-23

Question: 
In the past there were pricing sheets for districts 1-12 and for this bid there is only one price sheet. Are we to bid the same prices in all districts? 

Answer: You have to shrink down the excel pricing page, the districts are to the right.

9/7/2022

ITB: Ohio Buys 334-23
Question: How many windows are there at each location that need to be washed inside and out each quarter? How many of these windows are above 10' high?

Answer: These measurements are in square feet for ONE SIDE only.  If 100 SF is listed, that is for one side, so the total inside and outside would be 200 SF.  None of these buildings have glass above 10’ high that will be cleaned.

Defiance Full Service- 224 SF in 11 total windows

Hicksville Outpost- 13 SF in 2 total windows

Paulding Full Service- 112 SF in 7 total windows

Van Wert Full Service- 256 SF in 15 total windows
9/7/2022

ITB: Ohio Buys 334-23
Question: If this is a contract up for renewal, what was the amount invoiced for these same services last year?

Answer: Defiance Full Service- 116 days @ $134 each

Hicksville Outpost- 116 days @ $40 each

Paulding Full Service- 116 days @ $140 each

Van Wert Full Service- 116 days @ $140 each
9/7/2022

ITB: Ohio Buys 334-23
Question: Is this a new contract or a contract up for renewal?

Answer: This is a replacement of an existing contract the vendor can no longer perform.
9/6/2022

ITB: 316-23

Question: 
The conduit lining specifications require the following paving thickness:  Construct paving so that it is 3 inches (75 mm) thick measured from the top of the corrugations of the conduit to a height equal to 1/3 of the rise.  

Our interpretation is that the “rise” of the corrugated metal pipe is the distance from the crest of the corrugation to the valley, referred to as “depth” in the drawing below.  Therefore, if the depth of a particular pipe’s corrugation is 1.5 inches, the amount of paving required would be 3” plus (.33 x 1.5”) = 3.5”, measured from the crest of the corrugation to the surface of the paving.  Is this interpretation correct? 

Answer: Construction and Material Specifications January 1, 2019:

Page 512:

Construct paving so that it is 3 inches (75 mm) thick measured from the top of the corrugations of the conduit. This means the pavement is to be three inched above the top corrugation of the pipe.

The concrete paving is to extend up the side of the pipe to a height equal to 1/3 of the rise. The rise is the inside diameter of a round pipe or the inside height of a pipe arch (elliptical shaped).

Example: 30 in corrugated metal pipe. 

1.
Concrete pavement will extend up the sides 1/3 the rise. 1/3 of 30 inches = 10 inches. Just measure 10 inches up from invert of pipe. Invert is the top of the corrugation at the bottom center of the pipe.

2.
The top of the concrete pavement will be 3 inches above the top corrugations of the pipe including the portion that goes up the side of the pipe.
9/6/2022

ITB: 077-23

Question: 
12A. Reversing Fan.  Our fan is a directional fan that blows out so there is no reversing necessary.  Is this acceptable?  yes

1F. Mid mount scarifier with integrated front push plate or approved equal.  Provide base hydraulics with auxiliary functions.  Our Scarifier is located on the back of our moldboard so you would flip the blade around to use a moldboard if needed.  Is this acceptable? yes
10A. Minimum of 1400 CCA Batteries.  Our unit comes standard with 1010 CCA Batteries.  Is this acceptable?  yes


9/1/2022

ITB: 177-23

Question: 
Good Day, 
John Deere&#39;s Wirtgen Group roller manufacturer, Hamm division may not be able make delivery as requested. Delivery of 100 days ARO will be very difficult to make with supply line issues. 180 days A.R.O. would be acceptable with today&#39;s market conditions. 

Answer: We understand the difficulties with delivery time with the market issues; we are fine with this delivery time frame.
ITB: 488-23

Question: 
Do you have a particular Manufacturer that you prefer to create the poles and the supports for this project?

Answer: No, they just have to be on our certified producers and suppliers lists which is noted in the bid document.

ITB: 488-23

Question: 
The pole chart shown on the pricing spread sheet and the pole chart shown in the bid book on signal plan page 38 of 55 do not match.  The pole heights, orientations and bracket arm requirements differ throughout.  Can an addendum be issued so these items do not conflict.  The price required for each would vary.  

Answer:  the signal plans are for general reference only and the materials should be proposed as presented on the bid sheet
8/25/2022

ITB: 907-23

Question: 
Could the State please elaborate upon the extent to which front-end user requirements and back-end requirements will be defined by anticipated project start? For example, will they be sufficiently documented from a requirements gathering perspective, or will there be a need for user interviews, etc.?

Answer: there will be a need for user interviews to gather front-end user requirements and back-end requirements

8/24/2022

Question:  Could the State please provide guidance on anticipated timeline for both the award and start date of the 907-23 contract?  

Answer:  Expected 907-23 award in September 2022 and start date in November/December 2022

8/22/2022

ITB: 124-23

Question: Was Liquid Magnesium Chloride bought last year and if so much was bought?

Answer: We did not purchase any products that contain Liquid Magnesium Chloride. 
8/22/2022

ITB: 124-23

Question: In order to make drops within one county or adjacent county, the receiving Districts would need to have a meter to measure off proper amount.  Do the receiving District locations have meters?  If not, what method is used for measuring?

Answer: Locations may have meters.    Tanks should have measuring marks on/in tanks.    However, it is the responsibility of the vendor to ensure the quantity for each drop is correct.
8/19/2022

ITB: 907-23

Question: Could the State please share the latest solution architecture diagram with industry?  Post-conference addition to question: Specifically sought here is information on any changes to ESP architecture that are not captured in the 508-22 diagram referred to by the State.

Answer: The ESP architecture in the 508-22 diagram is current and up to date.
8/19/2022

ITB: 907-23

Question: Would the State remove the requirement that such experience only be with state government agencies?

Answer: No, but the state will take into consideration related non-State government agency experience.
8/18/22

ITB: 314-23

Question: 
The excel pricing link provided won&#39;t open. 
Question 1: Can you provide me with the previous estimates on such projects?

Answer: We don’t have that information, but this isn’t for a specific project, only to be on contract, if a need comes up. A contract is not a guarantee of work.

Question 2: Is bonding require for this bid?

Answer: No, if it was it would have stated it in the bid document.

Question 3: Do I need to pre-qualify with odot as a contractor to bid on this ITB?

Answer: No, but you must have an OAKS Payor ID to be awarded a contract with the state of Ohio, you obtain that the Ohio Shared Services. OBM Shared Services | Office of Budget and Management (ohio.gov)

8/17/22

ITB: 026-23

Question: 
Section 4 3B. Is there a drawing or picture of the transition from the floor to the side wall,  to illustrate the 2&quot; radius?

Answer:

2” radius mild steel, ~ 0.125” thick plate with ~2.5” of straight steel on either side of the radius.
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Question: 
Section 4 6B Two (2) stiffeners shall be placed in each v-corrugation or half-round.  
Is this referencing the V grooves themselves? or do you require stiffeners welded into the V groove? if so, where do you want them?

Answer:

(2) stiffeners to be welded in each V groove on the inside of the bed-walls. Approximate location shown in figure 9. 
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Question: 
7B. Srainless steel required for rear bolster?

Answer:

See addendum

Question: 
10Ba. Need Cab height above frame, to insure proper height dimensions for the bolt on cab guard.

Answer:

Top of cab height in ~64”, current cab shields have an under-side height of roughly 70”

Question: 
13B. Formed channel-Stainless steel required?

Answer:

See addendum

Question: 
Section 4-17 Ba. Catwalks-Stainless required? material thickness requirement?

Answer:

See 4-17-Be for material, Thickness not spec’d.

Question: 

Section 4 6C. AS PICTURED IN FIGURE 10? Dimensions?

Answer:

As pictured in figure 10. Chain holder dimensions to be determined by the size of chain you’re using, spacing/position not explicitly dimensioned beyond “top and bottom” placement.

Question: 
section 4 9C APSCO CYLINDER MODEL: C-6102-P  acceptable?

Answer:

Please send contracts the spec sheets/documents you have for the cylinder you’d like to substitute. Do the specs of the cylinder you want to substitute meet or exceed the specs of the cylinder called out in the contract?

Question: 

section 4 6D. height requirement?  

any pictures or drawings available?

Answer:

Adequate height to provide clearance for the cylinder at all stages of motion, not otherwise spec’d. See attachments for dimensions
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Question: 
Section 4D our standard hinge beam is 1/2&quot; 4&quot;Hx6&quot;W HT Grade 50 angle . Meets the 1/2&quot; width requirement for proper weld to frame.  
Acceptable?

Answer:
Please reply with a technical drawing of the part in question you intend to supply if awarded the contract.

Question: 
Section 4 8D. our standard 1/2&quot; x3-1/2&quot; x5-1/2&quot; hinge ears in hinge beam.  2 per side.  
Acceptable?

Answer:

Please send technical drawing of the part you intend to supply to verify.

Question: 
Section 4 9D. Lifetime greaseless hinge and pin.  
Cat pin  9&quot;x1-3/4&quot; 4M-5991  
Rocker sleeve-Cat sleeve  
6.34&quot;x2.602&quot; outer 1.79&quot; inner 4M-5989 used in D6 Cat tracks.  
Acceptable?

Answer:

Please send technical drawing of the part you intend to supply to verify.

Question: 
Section 4 9D. Lifetime greaseless hinge and pin.  
Cat pin  9&quot;x1-3/4&quot; 4M-5991  
Rocker sleeve-Cat sleeve  
6.34&quot;x2.602&quot; outer 1.79&quot; inner 4M-5989 used in D6 Cat tracks.  
Acceptable?

Answer:

Repeat question

Question: 
Section 4 10D. Standard rear hinge assembly 5/8 Plate 50K +yeild, with 3/8 saddle and hinge rocker plates welded to the cat pin sleeve.  
Acceptable?

Answer:

Must meet all explicitly called dimensions to comply

Question: 
Section 4 11B. Trapezoidal long members.  
Stainless?  
Steel? Minimum yeild?

Answer:

Stainless steel, see addendum

Question: 
section 4. Is there a unit in your fleet we could come look at? 
Thank you.

Answer:

No

ITB: 246-23

Question:
I'm I understanding this correctly, there is no charge for travel to the site?

Answer: For Annual Inspections and Testing section 7.1.1, no travel time, mileage, or trip charge is permitted.  For Emergency Service section 7.1.2 and Additional Quoted Services section 7.1.3, the vendor may charge a single mobilization fee for repair events as permitted in 7.3.  

8/15/22

ITB: 446-23

Question: 
Do we need a bond for Invitation No. 446-23?

Answer: No requirement in this bid.

ITB: 585-23

Question: 
This bid requires 2 SME&#39;s from ODOT.  Is there a repository where we can find contacts to reach out to?  

Answer: There is no specific list meeting the experience requirements described in the RFP.  ODOT’s Office of Consultant Services maintains a list of companies pre-qualified in Regulated Materials Review & Construction Management.  A link to the pre-qualification database is below.  

https://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/Engineering/Consultant/Pages/firm-preq-list.aspx
8/9/22

ITB: 330-23

Question: 
1) Due to the short turnaround (14 days), complexity of overall requirements, and teaming development, would the ODOT staff be willing to extend the deadline beyond 08/11/2022 to allow for thorough responses? No, ODOT will not be extending the deadline. 

2) Within the ITB&#39;s subcategory titled &quot;Group 3 - Devices&quot;, you list descriptions for some sections but not all (i.e. D-15,18,19,20,23 are all missing). However, all of these missing sections appear on the pricing excel spreadsheet. Could you please provide an explanation/clarification as to why this is?  Some items that require additional explanation have this information included in the specification document. Other items that are more specific and relate to specific items or part #’s do not have this additional information due to the generalization or maintenance of specific part #’s of equipment.


7/28/2022

ITB: 016-23

Question: The S.W. Section, D-7 field #1 in Darke County is listed as 2.16 acres.   I believe it is in excess of 12.00 acres.  Please verify. 

Answer: Below is a rough area of the location in question.    The area is correct as listed in the ITB. 
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7/26/2022

ITB: 375-23

Question: Can you give me a ballpark estimate on how much ODOT spends on this herbicide contract each year? My manager is tracking sales progress and wants an estimated contract worth attached to each opportunity.  

Answer: Estimates for contract DOT375 over the past 5 years.

	DOT37518
	$1,075,416.14

	DOT37519
	$787,856.34

	DOT37520
	$1,473,527.41

	DOT37521
	$1,311,155.03

	DOT37522
	$1,634,979.12


7/21/2022

ITB: 036-23

Question: 
Per the Fluids and Lubricants tab on the excel it says Diesel Exhaust Fluid (DEF).  Are you only looking for a quote on DEF engine diesel trucks?

Answer: We are accepting any diesel engine that meets spec. The DEF is only there if applicable. 

7/20/2022

ITB: 036-23

Question: 
Regarding the electric forklift, do you want me to quote conventional or opportunity chargers?  Also, are you guys a part of Sourcewell?  Thanks.

Answer: We are not a part of sourcewell. I would bid both of these options.
7/18/2022

ITB: 015-23

Question: 
With the challenges caused by supply chain disruptions, will ODOT accept proposals that may not deliver in the 360 days required on the bid?

Answer: Yes, we will accept proposals that may not be able to meet the delivery timeframe. We understand the current difficulties; we just ask for vendors to keep us updated as much as they can if there are any push backs.
7/15/2022

ITB: 870-23

Question: 
Hello, 
Can only Ohio owed MBEs respond to this bid? Or, can any MBE respond? SHI is a MBE, but is not Ohio owed. This is for 870-23  Managed Print

Answer: Your company has to be a certified MBE with the State of Ohio. Proof will need to be provided when submitting the bid document. The MBE Certification Letter will need to be provided.
7/8/2022

ITB: 896-23

Question: 
The excel pricing sheet with the bid documents heading is 896-22.  Should it be 896-23?

Answer: Correct, the heading should be 896-23.
7/1/2022

ITB: 013A-23

Question: 
Section 5 and Section 6, Delivery Requirements:                
               Q. Delivery within 75 calendar days historically is not an issue, however the current global sourcing climate is causing unprecedented component shortages and lead-times in pumps, motors, plumbing components, electronics, and circuit chips.  Would the State consider revising the delivery statements of both section 5 and 6 to something similar to the following? 

“Delivery shall be made within 75 calendar days after receipt of written or verbal notification against a valid State of Ohio purchase order unless mutually agreed upon by both the vendor and ODOT. The vendor may be assessed a penalty, up to 10% per month, when the delivery exceeds 75 calendar days and the vendor cannot demonstrate good cause for delay.”

Answer: ODOT understands current supply chain demands.  ODOT will consider all mitigating conditions and “may” penalize.  It is in the best interest of the vendor to immediately address any delay with ODOT.”
6/30/2022

ITB: 013A-23

Question: 
RE: Shelter 

What size of Shelter? LXWXH

No minimum size is listed, however Building must be suitable for the purposes.   Vendor should consider their equipment/controls and allow for personnel to have sufficient space to operate the controls.   A vendor may submit multiple size units. 


Preferred Construction? (Fiberglass, wood or other) 
Structure shall meet building code requirements as stated in Section 7.   Building must be suitable for the purposes.  Vendor should consider what is necessary to properly store and protect their equipment from the elements.

Any specific request for hardware?  SS or other.
No.  

Other Shelter accessories: Lights, heat, Electric disconnect etc. 

Vendor shall apply what is needed to ensure equipment is properly functioning and protect against the elements.


Note in the Past OHDOT requested a FRP type shelter size of 10&#39;X10&#39;X8&#39; 

With modern equipment a smaller shelter of perhaps 6&#39;X6&#39;X8&#39; would suffice. 

6/23/2022

ITB: 158-23 Ohio Buys
1. Question: Based on the RFP document under Instructions, Terms & Conditions for bidding  “17. BIDDER RESPONSIBILITY”, does ODOT have any specific guidelines on the format or documents to be included as a response for this section? We are assuming that each point listed here would need to be responded in our proposal. No specific format for supporting document. Requirements Matrix is required to be completed as well as pricing table. 
2. Can ODOT please share the name of the contractor who designed and built the US-33 Smart Mobility Corridor fiber network? Many different designers and builders. Gannet Fleming / Team Fishel, ODOT / Gudenkauf. 
3. Can ODOT please share the name of the contractor who would be maintaining the Fiber Optic network? Currently being rebid and selection underway. 
4. Has ODOT seen any demo of the Fiber Optic Management software before releasing this RFP?  If yes, please share the details. Demonstrations were provided by many providers through our consultant team that assisted ODOT in developing these requirements. 
5. Can ODOT share expected duration to complete software implementation and any schedule dependencies this software implementation project may have in terms of a go-live date? It is expected to have a completed off-the shelf solution at the time of award.
6/22/2022

ITB: 597-23 Ohio Buys
Question: In addition to 'preferred options' for UAS managment software, Avision provides targeted industry solutions-(for instance, UTM services and extended situational awareness for public safety) Does Ohio prefer we cover only the technical response to requested capabilities, add and identify extended capabilities to the technical submission, or provide supplementary information?

Answer: Add and Identify extended capabilities. We are interested in learning more on industry capabilities.
Question: We typically provide pricing based on organization user count. Does Ohio have a target or approximate number of organizations to be served and total number of expected system users?

Answer: Minimum of 40 users for the Ohio Department of Transportation. It is possible that there may be other agencies that will be added to the flight management software, but that will need to be determined after license agreements and other legal documents have been reviewed.
Question: In addition to 'preferred options' for UAS managment software, Avision provides targeted industry solutions-(for instance, UTM services and extended situational awareness for public safety) Does Ohio prefer we cover only the technical response to requested capabilities, add and identify extended capabilities to the technical submission, or provide supplementary information?

Answer: Same as above. Add and Identify extended capabilities. We are interested in learning more on industry capabilities.
6/22/2022

ITB: 597-23 Ohio Buys
Question: We will be pricing the system based on the number of personnel that will be managed in the system along with the number of aircraft.  Can you please provide an estimate of what the expected numbers will be at project initiation and also any forecast growth.

Answer: For the project initiation, please provide a quote for a minimum of 40 users and 50 aircraft. Estimated figures could be ~55 users and ~10 aircraft for the two year contract duration.
6/22/2022

ITB: 597-23 Ohio Buys
Question: What is the timeline that is desired for this project?  Project start and completion please.

Answer: This project will begin on the award date and the duration will be two years from the award date.
6/14/2022

ITB: 597-23 Ohio Buys
Question: In Section 9 /c please clarify the requirement for the FAA FIMS item.  

Answer: This is a preferred option. FIMS is an interface for data exchange between FAA systems and Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Traffic Management (UTM) participants. FIMS is managed by the FAA and is a part of the UTM ecosystem. FIMS is capable of exchanging airspace constraint data between the FAA and the UAS Service Supplier (USS) Network, including information generated by FAA. In the interest of modernization, the FAA is undertaking activities in parallel with UFT to normalize, convert, and provide USSs with constraint data in an easy-to-use format via FIMS. This may include Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs), Notice of Airman (NOTAM) messages, and other relevant data.

The intent is to import information from the FAA on TFR’s, NOTAM and other relevant data into the Flight Management software application.
6/14/2022

ITB: 597-23 Ohio Buys
Question: In section 8 under reporting.  Item j. is COA Monthly Tracking.  Please advise what COA is

Answer: A Certificate of Waiver or Authorization (COA) is an authorization or waiver from the Federal Aviation Administration to a public operator for specific unmanned aircraft activities. It is similar to a Part 107 waiver, but is often obtained for more complex operations. For this RFP, it would be ideal for a record of the COA or even a Part 107 waiver to be accessible in the system whether from a simple .pdf upload or a system integrated component.
6/14/2022

ITB: 597-23 Ohio Buys
Question: In Section 3 (Flight Planning), subsection 4 (Fleet Management), part "d" states the "ability to connect to Milestone software". Can you please provide a link or additional details for what is meant by Milestone software?

Answer: This is a preferred option, not required. It would likely require assistance from ODOT staff after the proper vendor has been selected. Milestone is the traffic management system used by the Ohio Department of Transportation. The Ohio UAS Center has capabilities for uploading live UAS data to the traffic management system for increased situational awareness.
6/14/2022

ITB: 597-23 Ohio Buys
Question: Do you currently have an application that is being used to track maintenance Items or is a full maintenance tracking system required as part of this RFP???

Answer: We would like for this application to be a full maintenance tracking system.
6/14/2022

ITB: 597-23 Ohio Buys
Question: There is no mention in the RFP as to whether or not this is for VLOS or BVLOS operations.  Could you please advise?
Answer: This will be used primarily for VLOS operations but will possibly be used for BVLOS operations in the very near future. We would like for both VLOS and BVLOS operation planning capabilities.
6/14/2022

ITB: 597-23 Ohio Buys
Question: There is no mention as to the preferred platform for the application.  Do you have a preference of a Mobile App vs Desktop??

Answer: Both a mobile and desktop platform are preferred. It is understandable if the mobile application does not have the same level of capabilities as the desktop version. The previous software that we utilized had both. For the previous software, the mobile application could be used for flight planning, approving risk assessments, etc.
6/14/2022

ITB: 597-23 Ohio Buys
Question: For Aloft's pricing, there is a user component. Do you have an estimate for the number of users that we should submit pricing for? 

Answer: The minimum amount of users will be 40. We would like the ability to add or remove users if needed in the future. Thank you!
6/13/2022

ITB: 092-23

Question: 
The pricing matrix connected to this bid has a section for parts as well as labor. There may be parts that need to be replaced after inspections are concluded. What parts specifically are you asking for pricing on? Is it just for consumables or do we need to include a worst case price for each inspestion? 

Answer: It would be typical part used in the inspection.

RFP: 597-23

1. Whether companies from Outside USA can apply for this? No work can be performed outside of the United States
         (like,from India or Canada)

2. Whether we need to come over there for meetings? There is no requirement concerning this, more than likely it will be what works best for ODOT & the selected vendor. 

3. Can we perform the tasks (related to RFP) outside USA? No work can be performed outside of the United States
        (like, from India or Canada)

4. Can we submit the proposals via email? The bid document clearly states how bids are to be submitted.

6/10/2022

ITB: 597-23 Ohio Buys
Question: When downloading the specific tech or pricing excel files, or when downloading the zip file, they are not formatted. See attached as an example, but in the technical proposal, all of the text is on the 2nd row.

Answer: There is a pdf of the RFP in the documents section of the Prepare Solicitation tab. The technical proposal is also outlined on the questionnaire. 
6/10/2022

ITB: 597-23 Ohio Buys
Question: When downloading the Xcel files, they are poorly formatted. See attached. Should each item be on its own row? Should we adjust these files accordingly? Or do you have an updated file that we can use?

Answer: Which excel file are you attempting to download?
6/9/2022

ITB: 066-23

Question: 
Address for Delivery: 2829 West Dublin Granville Rd; Columbus OH, 43235
Tank sizes AV &amp; Jet: Four (4) 10,000 gallon Above Ground Storage Tanks. Two (2) for Av-Gas & Two (2) For Jet-A
underground or above ground tanks: Above
Need pumps for AV or Jet Deliveries? No Pumps needed. Fuel farm is equipped with download pumps.

Do you want a separate pricing spread sheet for the question below of add it to the pricing slide you provided 

Answer: We want pricing for straight Jet-A and then pricing for Jet-A preblended with FSII so that we have the option for either. If you want to fill out separate pricing pages for both and include them with your bid that is acceptable. 

1. What is your current delivered price per gallon for AVGAS 100LL; before tax and including all taxes? Formula-based: i.e. PLATTS + differential 
2. What is your current delivered price per gallon for straight JET-A &amp; JET-A pre-blended FSll; before tax and including all taxes? Formula-based: i.e. PLATTS + differential 

Answer: The prices are updated on a weekly basis; we cannot provide an accurate current price. 

6/2/2022

ITB: 001-23

Question: 
Is flushing the roadways after sweeping required?

Answer: Yes, we’ll supply the cleaning agent and the water as we have done in previous years.  The water truck is spelled out to be provided.

5/24/2022

ITB: 018-23

Question: 
1) Political subdivision tab of the latest excel pricing file that was sent out still includes the duplicate tonnage for Fairport/Village of Fairport (800 tons). 

Answer: Fairport/Village of Fairport orders are for 200 tons each, not 800. Yes it is a duplicate one will be removed.

2)  just want to confirm that the Oxford Township tons added (50 tons) were put in the correct county (Tuscarawas v. Coshocton) since both have a Newcomerstown, OH address. 

Answer: There is an Oxford Township in Tuscarawas and another one in Coshocton. They have completely different addresses, contact information and tonnage requested. 
ITB: 513-23

Question: 
need to log in

Answer: You have to use Microsoft Edge as the browser. Any other browser causes that prompt. Nobody has to log in to use our website.

5/23/2022

ITB: 018-23

Question: 
An   Addendum ( 018-23 Addendum 1 ) was sent  out on May, 18th.  In the Addendum it stated &quot; The submission time and date remain unchanged. WEDNESDAY, May 26, 2022 at 1:00PM EST.&quot; - We would just like to confirm that the Due date is still Thursday, May 26th, 2022 at 1:00pm and let you be aware as well of the possible mistake. 
Answer: Thursday, May 26th @ 1PM.

5/19/2022

ITB: 018-23

Question: 
1. Question on whether some duplicate ton requests exist on the tab on the 018Pricing excel file. Under Lake County, there is a Fairport Harbor and a Village of Fairport Harbor with identical info. Additionally, Madison Township appears to be a duplicate.    It is a duplicate

2. An addendum email was just sent out (5/18) with a PDF with updated quantities, will a new 018Pricing excel file be sent out as well that will tie out with these changes? We are not able to edit the excel file quantities.   We will update the spreadsheet

Form submitted by: Anonymous user
5/17/2022

ITB: 522-23

Question: 
Are the current manuals online right now for public view?

Answer: https://ftp.dot.state.oh.us/pub/contracts/Purchase/522-23/

ITB: 522-23

Question: 
1) Is an SME required?  2) Can we see an example of an operator manual and associated PowerPoint that a vendor will be given to create the course? 3) Will we be required to supplement the material with interactive learning experiences like knowledge checks or games.  4) Will there be a test at the end of each course and, if so, will ODOT provide the questions or will we be required to write the test questions? 

Answer: An SME is not required – all of the information will be provided with sample powerpoints and lesson plans to create the training in Lectora. 2.) We will provide an example 3.) no need to supplement the material 4.) no need to provide a test at the end of each course

ITB: 522-23

Question: 
Reference: 2.1 Scope of Work/Vendor&#39;s Responsibility 4.) &quot;Create the elearning components in Lectora Inspire software, or equivalent eLearning development software...&quot; 

Question: Will ODOT accept vendor solutions that utilize the equivalent Articulate Storyline elearning development software?

Answer: Lectora software is required, as that is our e-learning platform.

ITB: 522-23

Question: 
Will each course require a certificate of completion?

Answer: The courses will be offered through the Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) therefore completion will be tracked through LTAP.

Question: 
Are you looking for narration over a powerpoint or instructional videos with visibility of an instructor?
Answer: All courses will need to be completed in Lectora/Camtasia software.  No instructor needed.

Question: 
The RFP suggests two completion dates for this project.  Which is correct? March 2023 or November 2022?

Please see the following due dates:

Preliminary course outlines – 8/15/2022

Expanded course outlines – 10/15/2022

eLearning draft files 1/15/2023

eLearning final files 3/1/2023


Question: 
What should the duration (or length) be for each course (either hours or minutes)?

Answer: We will provide the course instruction manuals for each course and PowerPoint template for most courses (the instruction manuals vary from 70-140 pages, and the Powerpoints are 70-140 pages). The courses are to be created in Lectora from the instruction manuals and PowerPoints – courses in Lectora to be created would probably average 50-80 pages.  In terms of time, each course is self paced therefore participants may complete on their own time.

5/16/2022

ITB: 522-23

Question: 
1) Can you please clarify the due dates for all modules? 
2) Does a Storyboard need to be created from the manuals and then approved by the client? 

Answer:

Please see the following due dates:

a. Preliminary course outlines – 8/15/2022

b. Expanded course outlines – 10/15/2022

c. eLearning draft files 1/15/2023

d. eLearning final files 3/1/2023

The expanded course outlines include a storyboard. The dates can be modified after the contract begins.

ITB: 522-23

Question: 
What is the target (or ideal) seat time / duration for each course identified in the RFP? 
• Backhoe 
• Bucket Truck 
• Bucket Truck Chainsaw 
• CDL Prep 
• CDL Skills 
• CDL Upgrade 
• Chain Saw 
• Chipper 
• Crack Sealer 
• Dump Truck 
• Forklift 
• Gradall 
• Grader 
• Load Securement 
• Loader 
• Milling Machine 
• Mowing 
• Paver 
• Roller 
• Skid Steer 
• Trackhoe 
• Trenching

Answer: We will provide the course instruction manuals for each course and PowerPoint template for most courses (the instruction manuals vary from 70-140 pages, and the Powerpoints are 70-140 pages). The courses are to be created in Lectora from the instruction manuals and PowerPoints – courses in Lectora to be created would probably average 50-80 pages.

5/16/2022

ITB: 169-23 Ohio Buys
Question: I'm in the process of submitting a response. It is asking for a "dealer part number". Could you guide me to locate that information. This is the Bid information; 169-23 D6 PICKAWAY COUNTY ROADSIDE REST AREA 6-23 JANITORIAL AND LAWN CARE SERVICES (SRC0000003807)
Answer: If you do not have a vendor specific identifier for the service being bid, please simply enter #1, #2 and so on as your item numbers.
5/13/2022

ITB: 111-23

Question: 
Sections 4.25-4.26 indicate a specific manufacturer. Will alternatives be considered?

Answer: Items 4-25 and 4-26 are specifically related to monitoring of security certificates and devices actively accessing and downloading updated security certificates related to connected vehicle roadside units and on-board units. We will review any bids and associated material submitted to review if it can meet the requirements specified.
5/11/2022

ITB: 169-23 Ohio Buys

Question: 
Hello, What information should go into the portion of "Dealer Part Number". I'm not sure this applies to us, but there is an asterisk by that section name. 

Answer: If you do not have a vendor specific identifier for the service being bid, please simply enter #1, #2 and so on as your item numbers.

Additionally, do we need to provide names of possible references with the response to the RFQ, or do we just need to have them available upon request? 

Answer: Section 18 of the spec states that vendors shall provide references upon request

5/11/2022

ITB: 522-23

Question: 
1) Page 2 states Final deliverables will be due on 11/15/2022 and Page 5 states completion on March 30,2023. Can you clarify the different dates? 

Answer: 
Preliminary course outlines – 8/15/2022
Expanded course outlines – 10/15/2022

eLearning draft files 1/15/2023

eLearning final files 3/1/2023


2) You list 22 courses to be developed. Can you identify the number of pages within the Power Points and Manuals, so as to provide an idea on the level of effort for each of these courses?
Answer: We will provide the course instruction manuals for each course and PowerPoint template for most courses (the instruction manuals vary from 70-140 pages, and the Powerpoints are 70-140 pages). The courses are to be created in Lectora from the instruction manuals and PowerPoints – courses in Lectora to be created would probably average 50-80 pages.

ITB: 522-23

Question: 
1) I see there are 22 courses (the various pieces of equipment). Approximately how many pages per course will there be and approximately how long will each finished course be? 2) Will a template be provided or will we create the template?


Answer: We will provide the course instruction manuals for each course and PowerPoint template for most courses (the instruction manuals vary from 70-140 pages, and the Powerpoints are 70-140 pages). The courses are to be created in Lectora from the instruction manuals and PowerPoints – courses in Lectora to be created would probably average 50-80 pages.
ITB: 060-23

Question: 
The Truck Mounted description names a specific unit or an approved equal whereas the Trailer Mounted description provides a more generic description without naming one specific model. Can the Truck mounted description be changed to a more general description rather than the specific model being named? 

Answer: These are just examples of what we have accepted in the past since they are MASH Compliant. You can submit your own device as long as it is MASH Compliant. 

In the future, we can make this more generic so there isn’t any confusion. 

5/9/2022

ITB: 013-23

Question: 
Will longer lead times be accepted? 

Answer: “unless mutually agreed upon by both the vendor and ODOT.”

In most instances where deadlines are listed, this statement is inserted to discuss time.   Each District/County will need to make this determination when a request is made.

5/6/2022

ITB: 013-23

Question: 
We have a highly productive brine maker that has electric salinity reading but the controls are manual.  Would this be an acceptable product for this bid?  or as an alternate?

Answer: No.   The brine maker does not appear to meet minimum requirements.

5/5/2022

ITB: 111-23

Question: 
Would the DOT consider extending the response date? The response date can’t be extended, due to alignment with other project needs. 

Can DOT share approximately the number of intersections as well as how many road miles DOT desires covered? There are not currently any plans for implementation for a specific number of intersections. It is advised that all bid prices be a not-to-exceed price for a quantity of one, and quantity discounts can be applied when quotes are requested.

How many vehicles would be instrumented with OBUs? At this time, it is unknown how many vehicles will actually be implemented. 


Are these for state-owned vehicles and/or consumer vehicles? This could be a mixture of both, based on future project needs. 

5/4/2022

ITB: 091-23

Question: I wanted to reach out to see if a factory installed John Deere Heavy Duty Grille for ITB 091-23 (dozers) would suffice instead of radiator brush guards? 

Answer: Yes, this would be fine with Equipment.

5/2/2022

ITB: 091-23

Question: 
Currently, we cannot guarantee a machine within 200 days of an order being placed - is that acceptable? 

Murphy Tractor can take orders for new trailers, but cannot guarantee availability of used trailers - is that acceptable?

Answer: Yes, this is acceptable. 

4/25/2022

ITB: 500-23

Question: 
Please provide the total number of RWIS where the vendor would be responsible for polling, data management and provision of pavement forecasts.  There are currently 203 RWIS being polled and managed (under a separate contract)  however there are only 174 RWIS listed in the 2021 PMI tab of the 500pricing.xlsx RFP document.   

Does Ohio DOT plan to add additional RWIS during the course of the contract?

Answer: Currently 203 total sites.  We are constantly evaluating sites and may reduce this over the year.

ITB: 500-23

Question: 
We submitted this question on 4/12/22 but have not yet received an answer:  There is a reference to Aviation Support Forecasting in the Evaluation Criteria (line 42, page 24) and mention of support for ODOT Aviation Operations (Service Requirements Overview, page 2) but no further specifications on this requirement.  Please provide details for this requirement so that we can provide ODOT with compliant services.

Answer: We had removed that for this contract because Aviation was going to handle themselves.   We should have removed from the scoring but doesn’t look like we did (5 different references) please disregard all references to aviation. 

ITB: 500-23

Question: 
In SECTION II. SCOPE OF WORK &amp; SPECIFICATIONS OF DELIVERABLES 3.7 Display of RWIS Observed Condition Data it states ‘Additionally, bidder shall be able to ingest and display any other data upon request, such as river gauge data from Ohio EMA’. Could you please specify how this data would be available, what file formats it will be in, and approximately how often a request would be made for additional data to be included? 

In the score sheet, there is a mark assigned for 45 Graphics Quality. Could you please detail the requirements needed to gain the marks. 

Answer: This requirement should be disregarded.  We are only interested in RWIS data and the display as it ties into weather forecasting (in requirements),  bringing in outside data from other sources (EMA) would not be required.

ITB: 500-23

Question: 
Section on State IT Policy, Standard and Service Requirements in Supplement A.  So is it possible to detail how much of this we would need to fill in if we are storing the data on our severs and  just providing a SaaS website for them to access?

Answer: This document has questions in several areas that may or may not pertain to bid.  The vendor will need to look at each question closely and decide if each area would be NA from what they are providing.  

ITB: 500-23

Question: 
In SECTION II. SCOPE OF WORK &amp; SPECIFICATIONS OF DELIVERABLES 2.3 Atmospheric Files,  could you please send through examples of these files as we cannot seem to access the ftp site. 

Answer: FTP site works fine, but it only works in an old version of Internet Explorer.  When Microsoft launched Edge as their new browser a couple of years ago, they did not code it to support FTP sites for security reasons.  ftp://ftp.dot.state.oh.us/pub/doit/ssi_rwis/
ITB: 500-23

Question: 
In SECTION II. SCOPE OF WORK &amp; SPECIFICATIONS OF DELIVERABLES is mentions ‘This service shall also be capable of supporting ODOT Aviation Operations and Traffic Management Operations.’  This is then referenced again in the score sheet. However, there does not seem to be any other mention of specific requirements relating to this. So, could you please expand on the exact needs and expectations for this support please?

Answer: We had removed that for this contract because Aviation was going to handle themselves.   We should have removed from the scoring but doesn’t look like we did (5 different references) please disregard all references to aviation. 

4/22/2022

ITB: 839-22

Question: 
Hello, am I able to provide separate pricing sheets for quantities ordered?  (i.e. if you ordered 2,000-10,000 lbs the price is X and if you ordered 10,000-20,000 the price is Y).  Providing a discount for larger quantities ordered.  Thanks. 

Answer: At this time no. We cannot accommodate that request without modifying the pricing sheet and sending it out again to all the vendors. 

I will look into potentially accommodating this request into next year’s pricing sheet.
4/20/2022

ITB: 168-23 Ohio Buys
Question: 
Hi  would general liability insurance be accepted in lieu of Public Liability?
Answer: General Liability Insurance is acceptable.
4/19/2022

Question: 
RFP # 531-22 Road &amp; Weather Information System (RWIS) Maintenance &amp; Repair Services 

1. What notification will the Contractor receive that a site or sensor (which is polled by ODOT or others under separate contract) is malfunctioning? 

Currently the provider receives a daily report with the status of all of our RWIS stations – the report provides information about the state of the system. 

2. Section 4.2 of the RFP appears to indicate that if a site is down for a complete hour this may result in deduction of the daily bid amount (i.e., “ODOT will pay 100% of the daily bid amount for the following: one complete data record set, per site, for each hour of the day, for a total of 24 complete data sets received during a day…”).   

What is a complete data set? How will the contractor know that the data are incomplete for each sensor, for short duration intervals of one hour or less? 

We are asking for 24 data sets with in a 24-hour period – this is just an adjustment from the current contract that only required 1 data set for full credit. Our system is pulled every 5 minutes 24 hours a day resulting in 288 pulls in a 24-hour period. We are requesting 24 sets of that data for full credit for the day. 

How will ODOT treat deductions for transient, short duration polling failures that will occur, especially when relying upon cellular or other low-bandwidth leased-line communications?   

We are aware that there are some issues that are beyond the control of the maintenance provider those issues are assessed when looking at deductions. 


4/18/2022

ITB: 902a-23

Question: 
What are the security requirements?

28 Statewide Security Requirements - In the vendor bid response, the proposer is required to complete the State of Ohio Supplement A and Supplement S documents and provide those with their bid. Any acknowledgements / exceptions to the requirements specified within those documents shall be noted within the completed documents.

IoT, EDGE devices? Who is managing? Ohio DOT would manage IoT, EDGE devices but the vendor needs to provide what is needed and how this devices would be managed
MQTT needed? Why? Lightweight protocol but vendor is free to provide alternative solution/protocol
Using User identity? Or device identity? Could be either or both/combination.  Vendor is free to offer/provide a solution and to provide the benefits of the solution 
How much is the focus on IoT, EDGE vs the other connectors? There is a focus on both IoT, EDGE and other connectors.  Vendor is free to offer/provide a solution and to provide the benefits of the solution 
(API REST, ServiceNow, etc.) 

Application (Publisher UI) 
Can Data Studio suffice?  Vendor is free to offer/provide a solution and to provide the benefits of the solution
Data size volume?  Can vary a lot (MB to PB) depending on the data being published
Application (Event Streaming Platform) 
Is this already built? Is it Kafka? Yes, see information in contract 580-22
Is this something that has been piloted/demo/proof of concept in the past and needs finishing? Yes, this has been piloted/demo/proof of concept and the ESP platform continues to evolve
Scheduling; Cost; Legal ; Timeframe 
How many phases? Can a phased approach work? Vendor is free to offer/provide an estimate on phases for them to do the work.  A phased approach is acceptable to propose in their solution
Could this be a massive SOW? It is up to the vendor to estimate
3rd party legalities with external connectors? The Vendor is free to offer/provide a solution and to provide the benefits of the solution
When does this need to be delivered/final deployment?  It is up to the vendor to estimate
4/18/2022

ITB: 500-23

Question: 
Regarding the Ohio Standard Contract Terms and Conditions: 

* What is the process to submit requested adjustments to Standard Terms and Conditions to fit the services being proposed?  Should the requested adjustments be requested in a cover letter or is a full redline of the Standard Terms and Conditions required? 

Answer: We will not negotiate terms and conditions.  



* Please explain the statement under SECTION IV. Proposal Submission Requirements, Proposal Response on page 19 of the RFP which says &quot;The State of Ohio is not responsible for legal agreements.&quot; 

Answer: It was a reference to #2 under general Definitions “The bidder/vendor who maintains written legal agreements with manufacturers/producers to act as their agent and provide supplies, materials, equipment or services listed in the bid/contract.” ODOT is not responsible for your companies’ legal agreements with your suppliers. However, that sentence should not be there and has been removed. 
Regarding Supplement A and Supplement S: 
* These supplements are no longer attached to the amended RFP.  Are they still required for a proposal submission? 
* Vendor information provided in Supplement A and Supplement S may be confidential and proprietary.  Would it be acceptable for the vendor to submit responses to Supplement A and Supplement S separately and mark the submissions as confidential?  Of can the vendor mark specific answers as confidential, as necessary?
Answer: Supplement A and Supplement S were inadvertently left off when the pdf was updated, they are required and have reattached. Responses to any and all procurement are public records, vendors are not to submit anything they consider “Trade Secret.”

4/14/2022

ITB: 500-23

Question: 
Regarding the Ohio Standard Contract Terms and Conditions: 

* What is the process to submit requested adjustments to Standard Terms and Conditions to fit the services being proposed?  Should the requested adjustments be requested in a cover letter or is a full redline of the Standard Terms and Conditions required? 

* Please explain the statement under SECTION IV. Proposal Submission Requirements, Proposal Response on page 19 of the RFP which says The State of Ohio is not responsible for legal agreements.   – looking into this one


We do not negotiate terms and conditions.   Any documents marked will deem the bid non-responsive.

Form submitted by: Anonymous user
4/12/2022

ITB: 902a-23

Question: 
Appendix B states several IT Technical Requirements surrounding hosting of the solution. Is Ohio providing a Test/UAT/Production environment within their cloud environment for hosting this solution or is the vendor expected to host this solution?

Answer:  Ohio will provide a Test/UAT/Production environment within their cloud environment for hosting this solution.

ITB: 902a-23

Question: 
Section 1.6 of Appendix B states that the vendor is expected to provide a backup and disaster recovery plan as part of the proposal, if Ohio is hosting this application on AWS does Ohio wish the vendor to provide a backup and disaster recovery plan as part of this proposal? If so, are there best practices that Ohio currently uses as part of their existing backup and disaster recovery plan?

Answer:  Ohio will host this application on Ohio AWS.  Ohio expects the vendor to provide a backup and disaster recovery plan as part of this proposal that Ohio can them implement on the Ohio AWS.

4/11/2022

ITB: 500-23

Question: 
Do the requirements of the RWIS Weather &amp; Pavement Condition Forecasting Service contract include polling of  RWIS data directly from each RWIS RPU, or will the RWIS data be fed to the  vendor via an API from an existing RWIS polling service?  We understand that the RWIS polling and data management services are currently covered under a separate contract from the RWIS Weather &amp; Pavement Condition Forecasting Service contract.  

Answer: The requirement for data pulling has been added to RFP 500-23 and can be found in section 2 under general requirements and includes polling of  RWIS data directly from each RWIS RPU.
4/8/2022

ITB: 095-23

Question: 
The excel pricing file for this bid states that we (EIP III Credit Co., LLC) have only under the column.  As of 01/21/2022 our Upper Ohio Mitigation Bank now has wetland mitigation credits available and as of 2/9/2022 our Tuscarawas Mitigation Bank also has wetland credits available.  This availability can be confirmed on the USACE RIBITS website.  Does the excel pricing file need updated to accurately reflect this in the column or should we simply just provide pricing for each credit type in the per wetland/stream columns?  Thank you.
We will update the excel price sheet and post the new one asap.

4/6/2022

ITB: 906-23

Question: 
Would ODOT consider providing a due date extension? No.

Is the SOW Statement of Work Response (named on  .pdf page 2) and the Scope of Services Proposal - ODOT GIS Contract - SOW 1 (starting on .pdf page 37) - one in the same? Yes. The SOW State of Work Response begins on page 37 of the .pdf.  Or known as the SOW Response template as listed in the mandatory requirements on pdf. page 8, Section 5. Evaluation Criteria?  No.
4/5/2022

ITB: 906-23

Question: 
The RFP mentions the “complete” manual update but it also provides links for the existing manual as if to suggest there are moderate updates to the existing document. Can ODOT provide some clarity on whether this is a full re-write or a percentage of the existing document to be updated?

Some information may be retained but we anticipate more of a total re-write.
ITB: 906-23

Question: 
Where is the SOW Response Template from Section 7: List of Supplemental Documents found?   

Pages 37-47 of the RFP should be used as your response template.
ITB: 906-23

Question: 
1) Does the vendor need to be qualified in all 10 roles listed in the Role Mandatory Experience Matrix? If not, what roles are required for this task proposal? No, vendor does not need to be qualified in all 10 roles. The vendor needs to propose the roles needed for this project.

2) Should our proposal response be sent as separate attachments as indicated on the second page of the RFP or submitted as one complete document? It can be sent as a separate attachment. Pages 37-47 of the RFP should be used as your response template.
ITB: 906-23

Question: 
1. Who wrote the current Roadway Information Manual (Jan 2013)? Transcend Spatial Solutions

2. Is there a vendor currently working with ODOT on the technical aspects of the Roadway Information Management System (RIMS)? NO

3. If yes to the previous question - who is the vendor and what are they responsible for / what is the current scope of their work?  And are they eligible to bid on this work? N/A

4. What is the anticipated volume of edits?  Does every section need updates, or can ODOT indicate which sections they expect to need the most in work? Some information may be retained but we anticipate more of a total re-write.

5. Does ODOT have a budget for this project? Budget information will not be provided.

6. Does ODOT have any flexibility on the deliverables/payment schedule (found on page 4)? Would it be acceptable for our proposed work plan to offer a modified schedule of deliverables/payments, without changing the proposed end date? Yes
4/1/2022

ITB: 906-23

Question: 
Is this the first year for this contract? I did not see an active one under current purchasing contracts.

Answer: Yes. This is year one of two.
4/1/2022

ITB: 906-23

Question: 
This is for 906-23 which is not available from the list. 

For GIS based images, will ODOT build or provide the images or content for the images or will the vendor need to build the maps for use as images?


Answer: There is no request to build GIS based images and maps. If new pictures or diagrams are needed ODOT will provide.

3/31/2022

ITB: 318-23

Question: 
The bid is to remove and replace the current fleet, correct? Get 28 new and dispose of that many, or almost that many?
Answer: yes, purchase 28 and dispose of 28.
3/30/2022

ITB: 318-23

Question: 
In review of the documents, it mentions 28 gauges “over the term of the contract.” What is that term?
Answer: 2 years with a possible 1 year extension.
3/30/2022

ITB: 009-23

Question: 
The requirements state that paper bids will not be accepted, but, Section 5, page 1 states that a hard copy printout of the completed Excel file as well as a completed electronic version on a CD/DVD or flash drive is required to be submitted in the bidder&#39;s completed bid package.  Can you clarify please?  Thank you.

Answer: Electronic submissions only. That was missed. Thank you for pointing it out, it will be updated on the website. 

ITB: 531-22

Question: 
Can you please confirm the start date for the new contract?

Answer: The planned start date is July 1, 2022, as the current contract expires June 30, 2022.
3/15/2022

ITB: 101L-23

Question: 
I noticed that the title on the bid sheets is 101L-22 and not 101L-23. Should we finish on the ones titled 101L-22 or do you want to change them to 101L-23?

Answer: That was a mistake, please disregard that, it is the correct pricing page.
3/7/2022

ITB: 207-22

Question: 
Will bids for mower and boom units that include their own prime mover be allowed in this contract?  They meet the specifications listed on the turnkey tabs.  

Answer: If the unit meets all the specifications, go ahead and bid the unit. 

3/2/2022

ITB: 215-22

Question: 
Letting Date: 3/15/2022 

Page 3, Section 5, Delivery 
Specification: Delivery of all placed orders must be completed within three hundred (300) calendar days upon receipt of a Purchase Order. 

Requested for Change: Delivery of all placed orders must be completed within four hundred fifty (450) calendar days upon receipt of a Purchase Order or 120 calendar days after the confirmed chassis delivery date to the factory, whichever comes first. 

Reason: Commercial chassis lead times have been substantially affected due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Answer: No, we will not change it. But that ODOT has been understanding on delivery times due to the challenges everyone is facing right now.
3/1/2022

ITB: 207-22

Question: 
For Section 1 - 3000 lb Capacity Tractor, we&#39;d like to request that the specification be changed to also allow 3 cylinder engines that meet the minimum horsepower requirement. 

Answer: We are fine with the 3-cylinder as long as it meets the HP spec. 

ITB: 076-23

Question: 
Regarding Descriptive Literature - please advise if this is required with bid responses - note on Page 2, Section 7 states &quot;All bidders should submit with their bid descriptive literature that fully describes the items being bid&quot; , and whereas on Page 4 Section 5, states &quot;Bidders may electronically provide any descriptive literature (e.g. brochures, spec/cut sheets, drawings, MSDS, etc.) regarding the products and/or services offered by the bidder&quot;.     It is unclear if how Electronic Literature SHOULD or MAY be provided please clarify if it required. 

Answer: It should be in pdf format if you wish to submit it, if the bid says to include it, then follow the instructions.
2/28/2022

ITB: 118-22

Question: 
Will there be an updated price sheet with a trade in tab? 

Answer: As per the addendum there is no changed to the pricing sheet, use the same sheet that was sent out on the ITB. 

2/25/2022

ITB: 101G-23

Question: 
Equipment pricing-Section 1-Page 6-Unit Price per Mile is showing the dates 12/16/2020 to 03/31/2021. Is that correct? 
Equipment pricing-Section 2-Page 3 is showing date 12/16/2020 to 03/31/2021. Is this correct?
Answer: Please note that dates shown on “EQUIPMENT PRICING” tab and “EQUIP PRICING Pg3 (Mill-Grind)” are incorrect.   The unit Price per Mile shall be based on dates during the contract term.
2/17/2022

ITB: 904-23

Question: 
1.  Could you confirm that the RFP does not include any published instructions on how pricing should be presented, other than that pricing belongs in the 904pricing excel sheet? 

Can confirm that I do not see any published instructions on how pricing should be presented in the RFP.  It should be presented in the sections provided in “Supplement 6 – Contractor Response Template”


2.  Are there any specific details or breakdowns that ODOT wants to be sure that vendors have included in the pricing? 

Costs should be broken down by task, including the estimated hours per personnel role and a Not-To-Exceed fixed price for deliverable.


3.  Are you looking for firm fixed pricing, or time and materials? 

Fixed Term based on Time and Labor, not to exceed.


4.  Could you provide any guidance on how you would like the pricing to be presented within the pricing excel sheet? 

No Specific requirements for pricing presentation.  Breakdowns for pricing should be provided in the Project Cost table in “Supplement 6 – Contractor Response Template”.  If vendor would like to elaborate on any cost proposals, they can do so at their own discretion within the provided template.

ITB: 100-23

Question: 
Can we provide FOB numbers only?
Answer: No

ITB: 101G-23

Question: 
Do I need to email the entire 41 page bid plus the attachments listed on page 2 or just everything listed on page 2?
Answer: Everything on page 2, we don’t need a copy of the bid document.

2/16/2022

ITB: 207-22
Question: 
Diamond Mowers was recently awarded 208-22 from ODOT which appears to cover the same mower configurations, valid from 12/7/21 through 11/30/22. I don’t recall being on two mowing contracts with ODOT in the past. It looks like one has an offering for tractors and one does not, but the mowers are the same?
207-22 is for tractors and tractor/mower turn keys

208-22 is for the mowing attachments that attach to the tractors.  

2/16/2022

ITB: 101G-23

Question: 
Our company is not listed on the current plant list. We are a materials supplier (alternate mix cold) and do not mix it through a traditional HMA plant. I am not sure how to fill out the spread sheet. I am not sure if we have a PS code.

See Instructions in dropdown menu to add plant name and info.  Complete all known information.

Provide pricing on “Material Pricing” tab Bid item you wish to supply.   For Alternate Mix bid items, complete requested information respective tabs described.   

2/11/2022

ITB: 904-23

Question: 
1 Does ODOT already have the environmental and cultural resources data needed for analysis in GIS format? 

Yes – All data required for analysis will be provided by ODOT in GIS format.


2 The RFO states that the analysis uses an approximate right-of-way. Is this something that the user creates or provides into the analysis process? If not does ODOT have a right-of-way geospatial dataset that is the input to the analysis process? 

ODOT does not have a right-of-way file.  This process should include the ability to create a right-of-way file based off the attributes of ODOT’s Road Inventory file.  Requirements for right-of-way will be provided/determined in requirement gathering phase.


3 Are you requesting firm fixed price bids, or time and materials? 

Fixed term based on time and labor, not to exceed.


4 Please describe the current GIS environment used by ODOT environmental (software, storage formats, variety, primary formats and software). 

ODOT uses ArcMap 10.7.1 and ArcPro 2.9 for desktop GIS.  SQL Server SDE version 10.7.1 for enterprise GIS databases.  Data storage for analysis should be compatible with these SDE and FGDB versions.  


5 Can manuals or guides for custom-built applications currently used by ODOT environmental be provided? 

I checked with Environmental Services.  They do not have any guides or manuals for custom applications that would be comparable to this effort.

2/10/2022

ITB: 904-23

Question: 
Can you confirm whether Supplement 4 and Supplement 5 need to be filled out and submitted as a part of the proposal? If they do, can you provide further guidance as to what type of response you are looking for at the proposal stage? (It appears that these documents are guidance for the awarded contractor to use during project performance to document tech and business requirements, and therefore do not need to be completed at the proposal stage.) 

Answer:  Supplement 4 & Supplement 5 are example templates ODOT would expect the selected vendor to use during the completion of the task.  These do not need to be completed as part of the proposal stage, and are only included to help illustrate the scope of work.

ITB: 904-23

Question: 
Section 4 of the RFP, page 5, states “The Contractor must complete the provided SOW Response Template. Proposals submitted in another format will not be considered”. This template has been provided in Word format, but Section 4, page 6 also states that “An electronic PDF of the Proposal” is required. Could you clarify in what format (Word or PDF) we should submit this file, Supplement_6_Contractor_Response_Template_SOW_10152021?

Answer:  The Supplement_6_Contractor_Response_Template_SOW_10152021 template is provided as a word file for vendors to complete their proposal in.  Please save as a PDF for submission to ODOT.

ITB: 904-23

Question: 
What is the budget available for this project?

Answer: ODOT will not reveal the budget, vendors are to use their expertise when they submit a response to the RFP.

ITB: 904-23

Question: 
Section 4 of the RFP, page 7, states “Proposers must submit a response for the following areas: A. Implementation/Management Plan/Work Plan B. Organizational Structure/Staffing Plan C. Cost Proposal (submitted SEPARATELY AND SEALED)  D. Signature Page“  What are items A and B in this list? Should they be submitted as additional documents, and if so, is there a template for them?   Are items A and B in the above question scored?

Answer: Supplement_6_Contractor_Response_Template_SOW_10152021 template includes sections which comprise items A and B.  For example the Supplement_6_Contractor_Response_Template_SOW_10152021 item 2 Resource Plan / Experience would detail the Organizational Structure / Staffing Plan, and 3 Project Approach would outline a vendor’s Implementation Plan 
ITB: 904-23

Question: 
Would the State consider extending the proposal deadline by one week?

Answer: No, the deadline will not be extended.

ITB: 904-23

Question: 
Regarding Section 7: List of Supplemental Documents, could you please re-confirm which of these supplements should be filled out by respondents, and could you re-confirm which ones are NOT required to be filled out or responded to?

Answer:  Only respond with supplement 6:  Contractor Response Template.   The other templates provided were simply for reference. 

ITB: 904-23

Question: 
Regarding the document titled “Supplement A - State IT Policy Standard and Service Requirements 20210719”, are respondents required to fill this out and return it?

Answer: Yes, vendors are to fill it out and return. 
2/3/2022

ITB: 270-22

Question: 
The remote control unit that we will be quoting has several mower (and other use) head options.  On the main price tab, should every combination of base unit/head unit be listed as a single line item with a single price OR can the base units and the head units be listed on separate lines with instructions that one must be purchased from each group?  

Answer: Please bid the base unit in the pricing tab and all of the mowing head units in the options tab.
2/2/2022

ITB: 181-23

Question: 
The above-referenced ITB on page 4, Section 10 states this is a Multiple Award.  Section 13(d) on page 10 defines Multiple Award Contracts  Ohio Revised Code 5513.02.  The last sentence of this section states: 

“Where like or similar bid items are being offered by two or more awarded Vendors (bidders) on the awarded Contract, the Department reserves the right to obtain quotes from all awarded bidders on the Contract in order to achieve the best and most up-to-date pricing available to the Department at the time of ordering”.

For Group 2 or Group 3 pricing, will ODOT seek a price for each purchase order or will there be a blanket order for a minimum for the Group?

Answer: For groups 2 & 3 a blanket order approach will be made. Since this is a statewide project the amount of square footage for each district could vary widely. In example, one district may only need 4,000 square feet of signs where another district may require 300,000+ square feet of signs. When the purchase order is created each district will refer to the pricing structure according to the amount of square footage needed. ODOT is not intending to seek a price for each Purchase order although we do reserve the right to do so.
1/6/2022

ITB: 089-22

Question: 
Can you confirm if ODOT has an exemption for FET tax on vehicles?

33,000 gvw and under chassis and equipment are not charged FET but over 33,000 gvw then FET applies unless there is a government exemption.

Since the bid we discussed this morning will be on a tandem axle chassis then FET will apply if no exemption.

Makes a difference on the quoted price or we can state price does not include FET if applicable.

But FET will be a several thousand dollar swing.

Answer: Based on the GVW listed below, ODOT would be exempt from FET.
12/16/2021

ITB: 105-22

Question: 
Section 4 of this bid requires a  30 day delivery which is not possible for the majority of items in this bid due to the current state of supply shortage across multiple industries. Many of the items have manufacturer lead times exceeding 14 weeks.  Can the 30 day delivery requirement be waved for this contract? 

Answer: We can adjust the delivery time to 60 days and then as needed per specific item to be approved by the engineer. We do not want to waive the requirement all together.

12/8/2021

ITB: 022-22
Question: 
Is price per candidate to include all NCCCO fees on the excel pricing page?  

No.   All NCCCO fees shall be reimbursed upon ODOT receiving an itemized invoice.  Refer to Section 3 of Requirements/Specifications.

12/7/2021

ITB: 902-22

Question: 
For the 3rd and 4th evaluation criteria listed in the table in RFP Section 7 (page 26), please confirm the following: 
The 3rd evaluation criteria concerns company experience, whereas the 4th concerns experience of personnel resources that were identified for—and then designated for allocation to—this project.

Answer: .  Yes, the 3rd evaluation criteria concerns company experience, whereas the 4th concerns experience of personnel resources that were identified for—and then designated for allocation to—this project.

12/3/2021

ITB: 022-22

Question: 
ON THE PRICING PAGE THERE IS A PRICE FOR RIGGING AND SIGNALPERSON CLASSROOM TRAINING.  IS THIS DIFFERENT FROM THE RIGGING AND SIGNALPERSON PRICING PAGE?   ALSO ON PRICING PAGE THERE CLASSROOM TRAINING HOURS FOR WRITTEN TEST AND PRACTICAL TRAINING AND TESTING HOURS.   ARE THESE RELATED TO CRANE OR RIGGING AND SIGNALPERSON?    For the “Signal Person & Rigging Only” tab, this is considered a stand-alone class.     For the “Pricing Page”, it is considered an add-on to the crane training provided for new certifications only.     

Class room lecture hours spent on Signal person and rigging are to be identified in cell G7 of the pricing page.
Class room lecture hours spent on written exam preparation are to be identified in cell G8 of the pricing page.
Hands-on (seat time) per individual in preparation for practical exam are to be identified in cell G11 of the pricing page.
ITB: 022-22

Question: 
IN  THE PRICING SPREADSHEET, THE COST FOR RIGGING &amp; SIGNALPERSON CLASSROOM TRAINING IS FOR HOW MANY SESSIONS AND HOW MANY PEOPLE PER SESSION?   It can vary.   All new certifications will require signal person and rigging qualification only (ODOT does not require a 5 yr. certification for signal person and rigging).  Re-certification candidates will not require additional signal person and rigging qualification.

EXAMPLE             8 new certifications.       ll participants will require signal person and rigging qualification.

4 new certifications & 4 re-certifications.              Only the 4 new certifications will require signal person and rigging qualification.

ITB: 022-22

Question: 
ARE WE TO ASSUME ALL RECERTIFICATION CANDIDATES HAVE AT LEAST 1,000 HOURS OF CRANE RELATED EXPERIENCE OVER THE PREVIOUS 5 YEAR CERTIFICATION PERIOD, AND THEREFORE, WILL NOT NEED A PRACTICAL EXAM?  The majority of all ODOT crane operators do not meet the 500 or 1000 required hours to bypass the practical exam ( This will be identified on the candidates application for the written exam ).
ITB: 022-22

WE CAN COMBINE INITIAL CERTIFICATION AND RECERTIFICATIONS IN THE SAME TRAINING EVENT (ONE WEEK), AND WE CAN COMBINE DIFFERENT CRANE TYPES INTO THE SAME TRAINING EVENT (ONE WEEK) WHICH WILL SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCE THE PRICE COMPARED TO DOING THEM SEPARATELY.   WE WOULD NEED TO KNOW IF THE SEPARATE COMPONENTS (CRANE TYPES) CAN BE COMBINED IN ORDER TO GIVE YOU THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICE.   THANKS.

Answer:

YES, you can combine.   

Refer to Addendum #1

ITB: 022-22

Question: 
THERE IS NO MORE BTF CERTIFICATION THROUGH NCCCO.    While we understand this is under consideration to be removed, until then, ODOT will retain this option on the contract.
12/1/2021

ITB: 428-22

Question: 
1). What is the pole to be made of?: Steel, Aluminum, Fiberglass composite?  Pole shall be aluminum per MIS-305.


2). On the Shop Drawing the Estimate of Quantities box has a confliction of Item #625 Luminaire, Misc. Type B Furnish only (1914 LED-3L 40T4-MDL 09-G3)  stated as “7” and on the District 6 Decorative Light Poles Schedule it is listed as “9”.   Quantity for Item 625 Luminaire, Misc.: Luminaire Type B Furnish Only shall be 9.


3). On the same two schedules, the is again a confliction between the estimated quantity on one sheet for the Light Poles of 29 versus 31 on the other. What are the correct numbers?  Quantity for Item 625 Light Pole, Misc. Light Pole Furnish Only shall be 31.

11/30/2021

ITB: 240a-22

Question: 
For the last two columns on the pricing worksheet.  What items are you specifically looking for the bidder to insert.  I believe you are requesting a response regarding the last two TABS (not columns) on the pricing spreadsheet. One looks like an equipment list and the other appears to be pricing for equipment use and rental which is covered in the earlier pricing sheet.  Thank you  If this is the case, the “Equipment Record” and “Additional Quoted Service” TABS do not require any information from the bidder, they are for reference and use after award.  If this is not what you are requesting, please submit a new PBQ with the specific tab(s) name and specific column(s) letter so we may respond more accurately.
11/23/2021

ITB: 144-22

Question: 
Good Morning, 

With the fluctuating and unpredictable raw material costs that we have encountered recently and anticipate to continue, it is difficult for us to hold prices for 12 months. Would ODOT Consider accepting pricing that is good for the first 6 months of 2022 and then another set of prices for the second half of 2022? 

Answer: Please read Section 8 of the bid document.

11/12/2021

ITB: 180-22
Question: 
We have quoted this annual blanket with multiple manufacturers for many years.  However, due to the extremely volatile commodity market (steel, aluminum, copper, pvc, etc.) experienced in 2021, we are unable to get any of our manufacturers to quote pricing based on the 18 month firm price terms noted in the 180-22 bid documents.   Most will only offer firm pricing for 60 or 90 days maximum.  Can the contract terms be modified to either shorten the length of the contract if firm pricing is required or leave the 18 month term as is and add some escalation language to the ITB request?

Question: 
Due to the volatility of raw materials and shipping and labor.   All my vendors have had multiple price increases in 2021.  This ITB-180-22 has no provision for price escalations.  I use Holophane as an example they have had 3 price increase&#39;s this current year thru Nov 15 and it is rumored another at the end of the year or early 1 st. quarter 2022.  Using 100 as an example and 10% per increase for a 18 month contract the cost to the state could be between 100 % to 150% mark-up to plan for cost increase&#39;s .   Please review the  terms or lenght of the ITB.

Answer: Please be advised: The following language is being added to the ITB to allow for price fluctuations. The submission deadline and time remain unchanged. 
Section XX:       Price Change 

All bid pricing shall not increase for the first sixty (60) calendar days after the date of the bid opening.   Thereafter, a request for a price increase may be submitted in writing to the Department’s Office of Contract Sales along with all documentation that supports the need for the price increase. No price increase will be effective until it is approved by the Department and the Vendor is notified of such approval in writing.  The price increase will take effect upon the date the Vendor is notified.  In the event that a price increase is accepted by the Department, the Vendor may not seek an additional price increase for at least thirty (30) calendar days.  The Department reserves the right to reject any proposed price increase, or to cancel the contract if such action is determined to be in the best interest of the Department.

In the event of a general price decrease, the Department shall be guaranteed full benefit of the price reduction for all undelivered purchase orders on the effective date of the decrease and thereafter. The Department will be entitled to a price decrease any time the Vendor sells a product or a service to any similarly situated customer for less than the price agreed to between the Department and the Vendor under this Contract. Any time the Vendor sells a product or provides a service to any customer or dealer for less than it is available to the Department under this Contract, the Vendor must notify the Department of that event within thirty (30) calendar days of its occurrence and immediately reduce the price of the affected goods or services to the Department under this Contract. If the Department believes it is appropriate, it will ask to renegotiate the price under this Contract of the goods and services affected by the general reduction in price. If the Vendor and the Department cannot agree on a renegotiated price, the Department will have the right, upon notice to the Vendor, to immediately remove the affected products and services from this Contract.

11/5/2021

ITB: 176-22

Question: 
I have a question regarding the ITB referenced below. I spoke with some ODOT folks at OTEC last week and they mentioned that the new TPIMS technology they were able to see demonstrated could possibly be included in our response to the ITB. Upon looking at it again I am not certain if that would be the best fit. The new TPIMS technology would be applicable for a future ITB, and not for this one directly. My inclination is that we could submit an example layout where it could be installed  at one rest area to give a clear idea of it, and include pricing. My priority is that I would not want to submit anything that would disqualify our bid. We could easily just submit this same additional info in a completely separate email at any time to the appropriate staff for their consideration as they ponder an expanded TPIMS.

Answer: This TPIMS contract is primarily focused on keeping the existing system operational as it’s currently installed.  A future contract may be let for technology changes.  If information is provided showing the system could be capable of other technology methods now or in the future, that would be viewed as an additional benefit but wouldn’t influence this multiple award contract.  
10/27/2021

ITB: 226-22

Question: 
Can information be provided regarding sizes/specifications of the overhead doors, as well as a door count by building?  

Answer: The Department has far too many overhead garage doors in every possible size/specification imaginable to provide a count to vendors.  

ITB: 240-22

Question: 
How do I go about obtaining plans or equipment schedules for the Districts I am interested in putting a bid in for?  
Answer: We do not provide building plans or equipment schedules due to the wide variety of equipment types, overall quantity and utilization of ODOT Facilities.  If we would request on demand or emergency services, this information is not needed.  If we would request preventive maintenance services, your company would receive applicable information related to the request so you could perform a site survey and create a customized PM plan.

10/26/2021

ITB: 208-22

Question: 
On the pre-bid meeting phone call, the request was brought up to require &quot;rubber belting&quot; as a requirement .  I have since found that rubber belting instead of chain guards on a flex wing mower does not meet our manufacturing safety standards for thrown object protection on roadside applications.  Will our bid be thrown out or rejected for only offering the double chain guarding rather than rubber belting?  I would be happy to speak with someone directly if that would help answer the question.

Answer:

We only made the Double Chain Guard as a requirement and rubber belting as optional so you will still meet the spec. 

10/18/2021

ITB: 148a-22

Question: 
Reference: Requirements/Specification Section 3, Contract Duration: 

What is the approximate time period between the Bid Opening Date and Date of Award? 

Is the date of the term &quot;sale&quot; in &quot;one year after sale&quot; the same as the Date of Award? 

Answer: it depends on how many bids we get and how long for the program area needs to review them. Date of award is the date the contract is awarded; the contract term is how long the contract will be active.

10/15/2021

ITB: 199-22

Question: 
1. Due to the volatility of the oil market, will ODOT accept a sliding scale over the term of the contract? 

Answer: We would prefer a fixed price, however, We are aware of issues and it will be addressed if it becomes an issue after the contract is awarded.
2. Due to the volatility of the oil market, may we bid a fixed price for the first year of the contract and enter “market” for the second year? 

Answer: We will accept “Market” for the second year.

10/14/2021

ITB: 481-22
Question: 
Can you please clarify the size of the centrifuge cups for this bid - the standard allows for 200g and 300g capacity - which is preferred. Same for the washing drums - I would suggest clarifying the mesh size - 75microns is the usual for the US - but standard allows for multiple options.

Answer: The larger centrifuge cup size is preferred.
The washing drum mesh size should be 0.075 mm (75 micro millimeter).
9/24/2021

ITB: 562-22

Question: 
Will Drawings be issued for the EV charger project at 1980 W Broad St, Columbus? No drawings will be issued for this RFP. See Section 4.1.1 of the specifications.  The request is for “new, separate electric service and metering” for the charging stations.  We will need information on Distribution power equipment locations in the building, in order to accurately bid project.  Please see Section 1.4 of the specifications.
ITB: 236-22

Question: 
On the pricing sheet for lines 142-163 VOCs we typically have one charge that includes all of these vOC compounds.  Are you looking for what the cost would be if they are requested individually?

Answer: One price for all would be fine.  We just have it broken down to show all constituents within.  Yes, we typically just request VOC testing which includes all.

9/22/2021


ITB: 007-22

Question: 
What is ODOT looking for on the Rental Contract Pricing Page in the box labeled, &quot;County Location in Ohio: (City and State, if not located in Ohio&quot;&quot;?

Answer: We are wanting to know what county the rental office is located – where the districts would need to go and rent the equipment. 

9/20/2021

ITB: 120-22

Question: 
Are you accepting bids for just the concrete matting material only without installation?

Answer: Refer to Section 6 of the requirements/specifications.
ITB: 235-22

Question: 
1. Can bid tabulation be supplied for the most recent bid? Current contracts can be found here: Purchase-CurrentContracts - CurrentKs1 (state.oh.us)

2. Are we able to no bid the New Well section of the bid? A no bid would disqualify them from the contract.  We may need the services during the life of the contract.


3. What all is required of the sampling (composite samplers required, any additional equipment needed, etc)?  Turn key operation.  All personnel, equipment, and vehicle needed to complete the task.


4. Are we able to no bid some of the districts for sampling only, but support the analytical for all the districts?  This is a statewide contract and no it cannot be broken up into zones. 

9/16/2021

ITB: 070-22

Question: 
Wheeled Excavator: 
4B. is a ZF transmission an approved equal to Allison? 
5B. Are ZF wet disc brakes an approved equal to Bendix or Meritor dis brakes?

With our wheeled excavators, they are mounted on a chassis which are air brakes. So we want to stay to a conventional air brake system. 

9/16/2021

ITB: 070-22

Question: 
Wheeled Excavator: 
4B. is a ZF transmission an approved equal to Allison?

Can you supply a spec sheet of a zf transmission so we can see how it compares to an Allison transmission?

5B. Are ZF wet disc brakes an approved equal to Bendix or Meritor dis brakes? 

Waiting on answers to this question

9/13/2021

ITB: 023-22

Question: 
What time are the bid due on 9-14-21

Answer: 1PM.

9/13/21


ITB: 316-22

Question: 
If a Joint, or multiple joints, within the pipe are separated/damaged or rusted through to the point leaving them in said condition is negligent how should/will this rehabilitation costs be handled? 
Answer: A pipe displaying these conditions should not be included as a paved invert candidate by ODOT.

ITB: 316-22

Question: 
Q. 1 - The Culvert Invert Paving price is based on per LF, with that being said is there a average length of pipe invert paving to base the pricing for each diameter on? No but the range of lengths are approximately 32 – 100 feet.

Q.2 -Based on the ITB the Contractor should assume the pipe will need to be cleaned to an extent and will incorporate such &quot;minor&quot; cleaning costs in my Per LF pricing but what is the protocol for expenses incurred if there is an &quot;heavy or excessive&quot; amount of cleaning that may take several days of manual labor or even week(s) to clean and/or with or without  the aid of mechanical equipment? ODOT would utilize a separate contract or its own forces to remove excessive material. The conduit to be paved would only require minor clearing covered in the linear foot cost of the paving. 

Q.3 - I understand the minimum pipe size is a 36” span/rise or diameter. Can you provide the maximum span/rise or diameter in the ODOT system to ensure the contractors cover all diameters up to and including that maximum size? Max size would be 119 inch span.

Q.4 - Will these and any other questions asked in the Q&amp;A forum this year be incorporated into the record for this year or will questions answered this year be incorporated in the 2022 316-22 Contract? The Office of Hydraulic Engineering is fine with incorporating questions and answers.

Q.5 - Can a one week bid extension be provided to ensure these questions and others are answered and incorporated into Contractor pricing? Due date will remain the same.

Q.6 - How many contracts did ODOT award from last years 316-22 Culvert Paving Program? Field Paving(316-21) - 2       Geosynthetic Cementitious Composite – New to this contract

Q.7 - In regards to &quot;Additional Yards of Concrete&quot; is that quantity to be based on estimated additional usage prior to performing the work or actual usage after the project is completed?  Refer to Section 5.4 – “Where existing voids below the surface of the existing pipe are found, payment for the additional cubic yards of concrete will be made. The additional cubic yards will be determined by the difference in the overall concrete placed and the calculated quantity of concrete required for the linear feet of field paving placed.”
9/10/2021

ITB: 441-22

Question: 
3A – Mounting angles for welding 
• Do you mean mounting bars for a welder or channels where items can be mounted to? And location?  

It is going to be for mounting the welder itself; as for the location, use your best judgement based on weight distribution. 

14A. - Minimum 48” LED light bar mounted on front of body. 

• Do you want work light or strobe bar?  
• If it’s a strobe bar is there any special patterns you want?  

Amber strobe bar – not worried about a specific pattern

We can do the body in aluminum or steel. 
• Do you want aluminum or steel?  
o If you want aluminum the body comes with bed liner on the bumper and the bed area 
• If you want steel would the bed liner does not come on the bed liner or bumper, would you like to add that?  

We want a steel body; we would want the bed liner added to the bumper and bed area for slip protection.

ITB: 508a-22

Question: 
I am trying to download the Pricing Sheet for 508a-22 UAS Training eLearning for unmanned Aerial, and it takes me to a page that says it has moved. I search but cannot find it. Can you help?

This bid does not have a standard pricing form.  Please include a cost summary in excel, separate from your bid.
9/2/2021

ITB: 562-22

Question: 
Is DOT not considering vendors with existing State Contracts for the described goods and services prior to the release of the RFP?


The DAS contract is for the purchase of equipment only, not a turnkey project that we are asking for.

What “Existing State Contracts” are you referring to so we can better answer this?

8/30/2021

ITB: 561-22

Question: 
We understand that service providers can submit segment requests beginning 9/1/2021 as a sponsor. That said , can a service provider also submit segment requests as a non sponsor (without being the sponsor)? If so, what are the obligations of a service provider  once they are assigned a non sponsored segment? Do they need to install a background panel? Are  they required to perform litter pickup? How long can they hold the segment without a sponsor? 

Answer: Service Provider cannot submit requests on their own behalf beginning September 1. Service Provider must have a private sponsor secured before requests are considered.
ITB: 561-22

Question: 
Do segment requests with a private sponsor, submitted on 9/1/2021 between 12:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., have priority over segment requests where the service provider is the sponsor?

Answer: No, there is no priority given to segments with a private sponsor.
ITB: 561-22

Question: 
The form Supplemental Agreement for Service Access, does it need to be filled out and included in the initial request for segments on 9/1? If so, it does not have fields for some of the information required for segment requests, such as Work Crew, Sponsor Name, Plan for litter removal, Segment Map etc... Should we include the map and other requested information in the content of the individual emails to Joel requesting the segments?

Answer: Yes, email Joel the segments and a map of the requested segments.

8/26/2021

ITB: 508a-22

Question: 
Q1:  Currently the terms and conditions for this RFP include indemnity and hold harmless language.  If another government entity provides the best value proposal, will ODOT agree to amend its indemnity and hold harmless language as it already does under Section XII of ODOT’s Standard Research Agreement? 

Q2:  Given the recent changes to the Ohio Revised Code under Chapter 9.27(B)(1), if another government entity provides the best value proposal and is selected, does ODOT agree that the indemnity and hold harmless language found in this RFP are void ab initio?  

Q3:  If the answers to Q1 and Q2 are no, will ODOT create an addendum for this RFP now and provide the different hold harmless and indemnity language for non-government entities and government entities as it currently does under Section XII of ODOT’s Standard Research Agreements so that government entities can provide proposals as they do grant applications?  


Form submitted by: Anonymous user
ITB: 518-22

Question: 
1. Page 1, section 1.1.- there appears to be text missing.  There is a beginning of a sentence/heading;Engineering companies; and nothing follows.  Please provide the missing text.  Please ignore, typo on our part
2. No DBE goal is stated for this RFP.  Is there a DBE goal for this project?  There is not a goal to hire an MBE or DBE company for this project
3. Is there a local goal of any kind for this project? No
4a. Scope of work, needs assessment- it appears that the Agency already has a needs assessment process in place.  Please confirm if the assessment requested is separate from the existing process?   Yes, the consultant is to re-develop the process.  The consultant can use what we have existing, however, we would like to know what your company would do to evaluate DBE companies capabilities.
4b.Will the successful consultant utilize the agency&#39;s needs assessment form and process or develop something new?  Develop new.  Can use some of the content but we want to see if you have new ideas and approaches in your RFP response.
4c. Is the assessment expected for any DBEs that make contact with supportive services or only those in NAICS codes and service offerings that can benefit from the services requested?  Only DBEs who are ready willing and able to bid on heavy highway construction and engineering projects may receive consulting services.
5.  Please confirm if the services requested apply equally to construction and professional services, and vendor DBE firms (e.g. estimating, bidding, job costing etc.)? For example, if a DBE attorney contacts supportive services for assistance with proposing on a project is the consultant expected to provide assistance in the stated areas? No.  only companies who are ready willing and able to bid on heavy highway construction and engineering projects may receive consulting 
6.  Is the consultant expected to provide services to all DBEs in the UCP directory or only those in transportation related disciplines? Only heavy highway transportation
7. Are the in person meetings with firms expected to be conducted onsite at the firm&#39;s location, at a central office, or both? Can be remove and as person as needed
8.  On average, how many DBE assessments are conducted?  That number is to be determined, however, the consultant must perform no less than 25 throughout the duration of the contract which ends 12/31/2022
9. Are meetings with DBE firms and ODOT staff/consultants currently taking place in person or virtually? Virtually and few in person
10a.  Please confirm the expectation for website development.  Will ODOT host the websites for DBEs or is this the responsibility of the firm?  DBEs must host the website, however, we want the consultant to help develop those websites
10b. Is there an expectation for ongoing website maintenance and updates?  This is a question that would need to be worked out when contract is awarded
11.  Is there a required reference form to be included with the proposal or only reference contact information that the Agency will use to contact references directly? 
12. Scope of Work, Page 2, paragraph 1, 3rd bullet- please explain this bullet: &quot;Researches and corrects issues in service offerings to DBEs&quot; If we have questions and complaints from DBEs, the consultant will look into those questions.
13a. Are these services currently being provided to DBEs? We used to do supportive service reimbursements but those have ended.
13b. If yes, what is the budget and the cost to the agency?    There is no set budget
13c. If not, what is the estimated budget for this request? Same as 13b…
14. Is there a standard cost proposal template that should accompany the proposal?  The document spells out what is required.  Other than front page,  signature page, and cost in excel separate you can create whatever you want.
8/24/2021

ITB: 561-22

Question: 
The process for the assignment of segments described on page 14 of the ITB calls for a random lottery drawing between the service providers when two or more request the same segment. A random drawing could have an adverse impact on any of the service providers, as it could lead to an unequal distribution/allocation. In other markets  all of the duplicate segments that are being requested by two or more service providers in a hat and simply take turns assigning sections to each service provider from the pool. This way the distribution is fair and equitable. Please clarify the selection process.

Answer: As stated, ODOT will hold a random lottery drawing when two or more providers request the same segment.
ITB: 561-22

Question: 
On page 14 of the RFP, it states that if a drawing for duplicate segment requests is necessary, it will be held in Columbus and that the process will proceed until all duplicate segment requests received from 12:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. EST on Wednesday September 1 are assigned to service providers. The above timeframe is different from the previous instructions to submit all segment requests beginning at 8:00 a.m. on September 1. Please confirm the timeframe to submit the segment requests. 

Answer: September 1, 12 am – 3 pm.
ITB: 561-22

Question: 
We are assuming that on September 1 beginning at 8:00 a.m. we can submit our requests for sections and that we can be the sponsors provided we commit to the terms specified in the supplemental agreement. Please clarify.  
Also, what if we already have an external sponsor for any given section? We are assuming that you will not accept the request for a private sponsor through a service provider, at this time, since technically, no service provider has been selected and authorized to place a sponsor on September 1. Please clarify that at this time, only the service providers can submit as sponsors and then submit the corresponding paperwork to place private sponsors when and if they are approved as a service provider by the ODOT. 

Answer: Your assumption is incorrect. If you have a sponsor already locked in (i.e. a nationwide sponsor who wants to expand into the Ohio market) then you can request a segment, or segments, beginning September 1 beginning at 8 am for that sponsor. ODOT will not issue blanket permits to CONTRACTOR.
ITB: 561-22

Question: 
Confirming submittal package content: 
1. Front page as a separate document or can it be 1st page of Technical Proposal? Separate Attachment
2. As this is a no cost contract, no excel pricing document is needed, is that correct? Correct, Our system requires us to have that document so we can post.
3. Signature Page to be included as part of Technical proposal or as a separate document? Separate Attachment
8/19/2021

ITB: 561-22

Question: 
To present the most complete proposal, we request that the due date of ITB 561-22 be extended. The 2 week timeframe does not allow sufficient time to survey highways and compile all the information requested.

Answer: ODOT will not extend the deadline. Companies will have full access to all roads under ODOT’s jurisdiction so there is no need to assess our roads. Companies will ask us if a segment is available before they sell it, so questions can be addressed on a case-by-case basis.
8/19/2021

ITB: 518-22

Question: 
1)  The excel file for cost pricing has a message that states &quot;Vendors are to use their expertise to submit Cost Proposal per the instructions within the RFP.&quot;  There is no other sheet in the workbook as a way of a format for the cost sheet.  

Instructions per the RFP is as stated eg: hourly, explanation of services, etc.  Please clarify how cost sheet format is to be provided and if ODOT will accept the bidder format.  

Answer: Please state your services as an hourly rate for consulting and include any additional costs outside of your hourly consulting rate.  For example, we would need to know what services are included in your hourly rate.  If a service considered “extra” and not included in your hourly rate, please explain what that service is and how much it costs to add on.

2) Page 4 Section Implementation plan:  
 Please define &quot;in-state representation&quot;   Is there an expectation that only bidders WITH AN OFFICE in OH can bid, or can out of state firms &quot;fly in&quot; to provide in person services?   

Answer: Out of state firms can bid. However, the out of state firms must have the capability of being in Ohio to meet with companies on a routine basis and as requested. 

8/18/2021

ITB: 019-22

Question: 
Eastern Metal has mash tested and has past the criteria of mash. EM has use the crash test house of Calspan and they have submitted our test results to FHWA back in March of 2021. As of August 17, 2021 `12:00 noon we haven’t received any W-Z letters from FHWA. At this point EM has submitted all test results to Chris Wilson (Ohio DOT Rep.) for his review. 

Eastern Metal and many Distributors of our products that have supplied for (20 Plus) years to the OHIO State contract are requesting that the State of Ohio to post pond the awarding of the Ohio State contract for at lease 30 to 60 days? So either Chris Wilson (Ohio Dot) can approve or mash test results or FHWA issues our W-Z letters. I don’t think EM and many distributors should be penalized due to FHWA delinquency of approving W-Z letters in a timely manner. 


Answer: The bid due date and award will not be extended.  
8/16/2021

ITB: 019-22

Question: 
After reviewing the bid documents we have seen a tab under the pricing sheets for roll-up signs that list specific fabricators of roll-up signs.  We were not aware that there was a QPL for MASH approved roll-up signs - is there one?   Most of the sign stands that we have had added to the new MASH QPL were tested with roll-up signs but our signs are not on this list. 

Can you explain what this list is and how Plasticade can be added to it?  We are afraid that if we are not on it, bidders will go elsewhere for the rollup signs that they desire to bid. 

Answer: There is no QPL for roll-up signs, however they do have to conform to ASTM D4956 Type VI.   The pricing sheet for Group 4 Roll-up Signs has been reformatted to leave the manufacturer name and sign characteristics columns blank and also added a blank column for the sign part/product number all to be filled out by the bidder. 
8/13/2021

ITB: 512-22

Question: 
We are small business that recently learned of this RFP and have the staff and resources necessary to provide ODOT with a great product.  To properly prepare our proposal we respectfully request that the submission deadline be extended up to 30 days.  Thank you.
We are using Federal money and this project has to be done by December 2021.  We do not have time

to push this project back.

ITB: 019-22

Question: 
Eastern Metal has done crash testing for MASH approval on our sign stands and has passing results that have been produced by the test lab we have submitted our results to FHWA but have yet received our WZ letters. We are willing to submit the test results from the crash facility to be eligible to have our stands available for this contract. How do we get our stands added as an addendum to the BID request with our MASH tested stands without FHWA WZ letters?

Answer: For Purchasing Contract 019-22, the portable sign supports and Type III barricades shall be listed on the current ODOT Approved List and also be listed on the pricing sheet.  The pricing sheet only lists those MASH compliant portable sign supports and Type III barricades that have been approved for use by ODOT and placed on the Approved List.
As outlined on the ODOT MASH webpage, if there is no FHWA Eligibility letter, Method 2 allows for evaluating the testing results and report from an ISO 17025 Testing Facility.  Those documents, plus any other requirements listed on the ODOT Approved List for Traffic Control Devices in Work Zones webpage, can be submitted via email to Christopher.Wilson@dot.ohio.gov for consideration to include on the Approved List.  Satisfying the document submittal requirements does not guarantee approval if a device or system does not meet the needs of Ohio as determined by ODOT. ODOT reserves the right, as granted by the July 25, 1997 FHWA memorandum, “Action:  Identifying Acceptable Highway Safety Features”, to reject a product or place limitations on its use, require additional testing, or require in-service evaluation.  

Although we strive for timely reviews of submittals, given the very short turn-around time needed, there is no guarantee that approvals will be granted before the addendum deadline for Purchasing Contract 019-22 which is 3PM on Monday August 16.  Any portable sign supports or Type III barricades not on the Approved List before then will not be listed on the pricing sheet on this year’s Purchasing Contract 019.  

8/12/2021

ITB: 521-22

Question: 
Rephrasing the previously submitted questions as below: 

•The Department previously accepted a mutual limitation of liability cap of up to the total contract value in the prior ITB 521-20.  Please confirm that the Department will accept such a liability cap here as well.  If not, what is the Department’s position on the total liability cap? 
•The Department previously accepted a deletion of incidental or consequential damages in the prior ITB 521-20.  Please confirm that the Department will accept such a deletion here as well.  If not, what is the Department current’s position on this issue? 
•The Department previously accepted a deletion of liquidated damages in the prior ITB 521-20.  Please confirm that the Department will accept such a deletion here as well.  If not, what is the Department current’s position on this issue? 
•The Department previously accepted a deletion of warranty of fitness for a particular purpose in the prior ITB 521-20.  Please confirm that the Department will accept such a deletion here as well.  If not, what is the Department current’s position on this issue? 
 

Answer: ODOT will not be accepting any changes to the standard Terms & Conditions for this procurement.

8/11/2021

ITB: 170-22

Question: 
Can you clarify what you mean with spec requirement (4K): &quot;3-year residual pricing for units on a scheduled rotation&quot;?  

What is ODOT&#39;s expectation for that requirement?

Answer: We are on a 3 year cycle for our loaders and would like to know your residual pricing on this rotation. It is information for us to use for budgeting. We can use this estimated value set our budgets for ODOT's 3 year loader cycle. 
ITB: 170-22

Question: 
Spec Requirement 4D: is it acceptable for the wheel loader to have a horizontal reach at a minimum of 48&quot; clearance when the bucket is at a 45-degree dump angle and raised 7&#39;?  Or does the bottom of the bucket need to remain at 123&quot; with the horizontal reach being 48&quot;? 

Answer: The bottom of the bucket needs to be able to reach 123” high with a 48” horizontal reach and the bucket fully tipped for dumping. 
8/10/2021

ITB: 449-22

Question: 
When was the last time litter was picked up on these routes? 

LOCATIONS INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING:

1. Interstate 270, EXCEPT Tuttle Crossing Blvd. to Sawmill Rd. 51 miles

2. Interstate 70 from Hilliard-Rome Rd. to SR 256

3. Interstate 70/71 split in downtown Columbus to Polaris Parkway on Columbus’ north side

4. US 33 on Columbus’ southeast side from I-270 to the Franklin/Fairfield county line

5. Interstate 670 from Interstate 70 to US 62 (Stygler Rd)

6. Interstate 71 from the Interstate 70/Interstate 71 split in downtown Columbus to US 62

7. Litter hotspots as assigned by ODOT’s Franklin County Transportation Administrator

8. Homeless encampments as assigned by ODOT’s Franklin County Transportation Administrator


Answer: That data is not currently tracked. ODOT crews typically do not have the time to perform deep cleaning; however all of #5 and portions of numbers 2, 3, and 7 from the below list were deep cleaned the last two weeks of June 2021.

1. In Subtask 1B, will the hazardous items that shall not be removed be excluded for homeless encampments? Meaning, the contractor will or will not be required to remove needles, weapons, human and animal waste, and other toxic or biohazardous materials?
Answer: The contractor should call the local law enforcement if a firearm is found and dispose of knifes. Human waste was usually left on site and or spread out to dissipate. We have not encountered Toxic materials as of yet.

2. Is the contractor responsible for developing the plan for identifying, documenting, storing, and locating the owners for personal items found while cleaning occupied and unoccupied homeless encampments?
Answer: I do not believe that it should be the responsibility to track down the owner of belongings. The only exception I could think of, is if it was obviously stollen and had a way to track. Then Law Enforcement should be notified. The occupants of the camps are notified by the City when the camp will be remediated. They would have ample time to remove what they want to keep.

3. In section 6, what awarded vehicles must be provided? What are the specifications of the awarded vehicles?
Answer: ODOT will not provide vehicles. CONTRACTOR vehicles shall be equipped with strobe lights.

4. The encampments observed along the ODOT right of way range from a few to dozens of unsheltered citizens.  Is the up to 5-day period per occurrence strict for each encampment regardless of the size or will the contractor be permitted extra time based on ground conditions?
Answer: Only special circumstances shall allow additional time to remediate large encampments as determined by the ODOT Franklin County Administrator or their appointee. 

5. Many of the encampments observed are in areas obstructed by natural obstacles, may the contractor leverage heavy equipment to clear access and store the equipment in ODOT rights of way during necessary encampment cleanings?
Answer: Only special circumstances shall allow CONTRACTOR to store equipment in ODOT rights of way as determined by the ODOT Franklin County Administrator or their appointee.

8/9/2021

ITB: 835-22

Question: 
My question is what is the correct process of getting the description changed for our Hydraulic System on the bid documentation?  

It currently reads Muncie Power Products Advantage Plus or Advantage Plus System. The new name for the Hydraulic system is Omni-System Plus.  

Do we just make a note on the bid documentation, or will the current docuementation be updated and a new copy will be provided?

Answer: Just make a note on the bid documentation. 
8/9/2021

ITB: 023-22

Question: 
Specification 1N through 4N call for items to be submitted via USB and hard copy. Is web based access approved for these item approved?

Answer: All references to hard copies or thumb drives (USB) should be ignored. We are no longer accepting hard copy bids. These must have been left in the Specs by accident by the program area.

8/9/2021

ITB: 019-22

Question: 
There were some items that last year were on the multiple award, specifically sign stands. This year only MASH crash test rated signs stands are on the pricing page even though the NCHRP 350 sign stands are still listed as approved on the ODOT website. Can I bid an alternate that is listed but not MASH approved?  

Also, we have historically priced out Dicke&#39;s Fold &amp; Roll sign system which consists of a sign, stand, and flags. This falls under a grey area because it has both a sign and stand with it. Will we be able to price this out as we have had multiple districts purchase this from us? If we can can we price out the sign tops separately also as that is the most common item that can be replaced?

Answer: The ODOT Approved List still shows a section of NCHRP-350 devices because temporary work zone items already in use and in good condition may continue to be used after the NCHRP-350 sunset date (December 31, 2019) through the service life of the device. However, for this purchasing contract, the portable sign supports and Type III barricades shall be listed on the current ODOT Approved List and also be listed on the pricing sheet.  The pricing sheet only lists those MASH compliant portable sign supports and Type III barricades that have been approved for use by ODOT and placed on the Approved List.  Alternate bids will not be accepted. 

Since the Dicke Fold & Roll sign stand system is not MASH compliant, it is not listed on the pricing sheet and therefore cannot be priced out. 

Dicke Safety Products does have one MASH compliant portable sign support (T155) that is on the ODOT Approved List.  This sign support was unintentionally left of the pricing sheet.  The pricing sheet has been updated to include it.  

Signs are priced out separately in Group 3 Rigid Signs and Group 4 Roll-up Signs. 

8/9/2021

ITB: 449-22

Question: 
Please expand on the encampment work that is to be completed.  Will inhabitants be evacuated prior to the work being completed?  Will there be security on site?  Will ODOT provide a bobcat and crew to assist with the large debris removal? 

Answer: ODOT works with the city of Columbus and their outreach programs to try and place the individuals in a home or shelter first. The city will then place an eviction notice for “X” amount of days in the future for the area to be vacated. At that point the contractor would work the area 1 day after the posted vacate date. Historically, ODOT has used a Bobcat to remove some of the large items before the contractor begins work. Generally, the contractor will perform 100% of the cleanup without ODOT assistance. ODOT has only used Bobcats at a few large encampments. ODOT employees should be given adequate space around heavy equipment in tight areas, so ODOT typically with have the vendor begin the following day. Most of the time the locations are not very accessible with large machines. Generally, ODOT equipment won’t be used and any LEO would be at the expense of the contractor.
Question: 
What is the anticipated start date of the contract?  Will the end date (6/30/2022) be extended or the scope of work be adjusted if the contract does not begin on the anticipated date?

Answer: All work must conclude by June 30, 2022. Any work performed after that date will not be paid. The start date will depend on the length of time it takes to fully execute the contract and process a purchase order. No work shall begin before the successful vendor has been issued a purchase order number.

Question: 
What is the approximate acreage of the 133 miles that will be serviced? 

Answer: Respondents are encouraged to assess the routes listed in Subtask 1B themselves paying particular attention to areas that are inaccessible or are deemed unsafe for operations, which will not require collections.

Question: 
The pricing tool lists an estimated number of occurrences.  Is this a number of passes or cycles?  Please clarify how many times each area needs to be maintained. 

Answer: CONTRACTOR will be expected to develop a litter pickup plan prior to the preconstruction meeting which results in litter removal on all routes listed in the Scope of Work twice per cycle, while building in time (up to 5 days each cycle) to address litter hotspots and homeless encampments.
Question: 
Is there an option to dump debris at an ODOT facility?  If so, will there be a cost associated with it?

Answer: No. The vendor is responsible for disposing of all items collected at a municipal solid waste facility of their choice.

Question: 
Are tires considered auto parts, and required to be removed as part of this RFP?  If so, will ODOT provide a location to dispose of them?

Answer: Items to be collected are listed in the scope of work. The vendor is responsible for disposal of all items collected.

Question: 
Will we have ODOT support to close down a lane if the median is otherwise unsafe to complete or not feasible to pull the van over?  

Is there an approximate number of anticipated snow/rain days (mid Dec to mid Feb), or a count from the previous winter?  
 Will we be held accountable for catching up on missed work?

Answer: Yes, ODOT will assist with a lane closure if required. There are 9 cycles in this contract: September, October, November, December, January/February, March, April, May, June. CONTRACTOR can spread the January/February 20-day cycle over those two months to account for weather days.

8/5/2021

ITB: 023-22

Question: 
Is section G in specifications heading labeled incorrectly? 

Answer: Yes, Section G is supposed to read “G. CONVENTIONAL CAB & CHASSIS” this will be addressed and changed in an addendum, following the pre-bid meeting. 
8/4/2021


ITB: 521-22

Question: 
Page 16 of the Invitation to Bid, Section 7.1 – Qualifications, states to limit our response to “two pages;” Please clarify what exactly is limited to two pages? Does this include all Key Staff identification (Organization Chart), Brief Resumes for both Prime and Subconsultants (and our subconsultant’s qualifications and key staff) are limited to two pages? If so, may Resumes be placed within an Appendix? 

Answer: For the two-page limit, this can be for each portion of the qualifications response.  It would be acceptable to have 2 pages for the qualifications, experience and any other reasons why they believe they are the most qualified to provide the data services; and then 2 pages for each resume of key staff and any sub-consultant staff.
Question: 
Routing API is listed under additional Offerings. In what applications ODOT plans to use routing API?

Answer: ODOT is evaluating the possibility of transitioning routing providers for its OHGO traveler information system. The routing API is used to identify paths between two addresses which we then use to identify ODOT-maintained routes along those paths for the purposes of notifying travelers of incidents.

Question: 
Table 5, T7: User Delay Cost Analysis, “analyzes the impact of delay using speed and volume data and assigns a cost;” Please confirm that ODOT will supply the required volume data for this analysis. Also, if ODOT plans to use AADT based volume profiles, will it be on TMC network (i.e. per TMC)?

Answer: ODOT volume data is available and can be supplied.  The data will not be conflated to TMC segments.  Please see the Traffic Count Segments layer in TIMS for available volume data: https://gis.dot.state.oh.us/tims/map?center=-83.0073410840241,39.97263056795795&level=12&visiblelayers=Safety:-1%7CRoadway%20Information:5%7CProjects:-1%7CEnvironmental:-1%7CBoundaries:-1%7CAssets:-1
ITB: 521-22
Question: 
Is a vendor disqualified if the historic speed data does not start from January 1, 2014?  Is Jan 1, 2016 acceptable as start date for historical data?

Answer: ODOT would prefer high-definition granularity data as far back historically as possible.  If the vendor is not able to provide high-definition, non-TMC level data, TMC segmentation may be provided to meet the historical data timeframes requested.  If multiple granularity levels will be provided historically, it should be noted in the response what time periods are available for each. 
8/2/2021

ITB: 835-22

Question: 
Section 1b: Seems to imply that pre-bid meeting is for bidders or their representatives only.  Can myself or other Force America representatives attend the pre-bid meeting? 

Answer: For the pre-bid meeting, there must be at least one vendor representing the company planning to submit a bid.  There is no limit on the number of vendors for each company able to attend the meeting.  Keep in mind this is a Microsoft Teams meeting only, no in-person attendance. 

ITB: 077-22

Question: 
Do you want the sections (and their corresponding options) for &quot;J. Manuals&quot; and &quot;K. Warranty&quot; included in the base price of the grader or as additional options?

Answer: We want the manuals and standard warranty’s all included in the base price. If there are additional warranty’s, you can list the pricing as additional options. 
ITB: 077-22

Question: 
To run the front plow package (spec requirement 6A) you will need a &quot;lift group&quot; (which Deere offers), but you cannot have the lift group installed with a mid-mount scarifier/front push block (spec requirement 1F).  Which spec do you want the dealer to include in the base model and which do you want to see as an option?
Answer: Answer: We are wanting the mid mount blade as a requirement. We can move specification 6A as optional but want you to list all of the plow packages you offer. 

7/23/2021

ITB: 063-22

Question: 
The link for the pricing page for this bid appears to be broken:

We will fix the link, you can download the pricing off the main bid site webpage.

7/20/2021

ITB: 077-22

Question: 
Spec Line 6.A 
Do bidders need to provide the front angled plow &amp; wing plow or just the plow hook-up package?  Just the plow hook-up package
  
Spec Line 1.B   
To run at 225HP in the lowest gearing would require the John Deere 872G (a Cat 160 equivalent).  This grader does not allow for the required 1400 (Michelin XGLA2) sized tires (too small).  Can we bid a machine to run at 225 net peak HP and meet all the other listed requirements? Yes, that would work with us.
7/19/2021

ITB: 099-22

Question: 
Can I alter the pricing spreadsheet if I want to bid more than one model of front boom tool carrier or do I put all of them into the single line on the spreadsheet?

Answer: Yes, you can alter it to bid more than one model. Previously, other vendors just add lines.

7/16/2021

ITB: 509-22

Question: 
Will the hourly costs submitted as part of the response be carried over in anyway to the  task assignment phase? Such as rates submitted being used as a maximum. 

Answer: Hourly rates are not being included as a factor to pre-qualify vendors, and they will not be carried over to the task assignment phase. 

7/14/2021

ITB: 509-22

Question: 
— Please provide a valid pricing file link, as the one provided on page 15 no longer exists. 

https://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ContractAdmin/Contracts/Lists/PurchaseUpcomingITBs/UpITBs1.aspx


Question: 
Is an extension to July 30 possible?

Answer: The due date will not be changed.

Question: 
Section 1.1 
— Have any specific task scopes been defined? Please confirm purpose is to establish a bench of resources in advance of specific tasks.
Answer: The specific scope for each task will vary depending on each task.  The purpose of this contract is to pre-qualify vendors to potentially provide services.  Once vendors are pre-qualified based on their capabilities, ODOT will provide the pre-qualified vendors task scopes as they occur, and vendors will have the opportunity to understand each task scope and resource needs, and submit a cost proposal.  The tasks will be aligned with the Roles as defined in the RFP.  
Question: 
Section 2.2 
— Are any cost proposals expected in this response? At what point will they be required  - i.e. at the time task orders have been defined? 

Answer: Cost proposals are not required during the pre-qualification process.  Cost proposals will be required for pre-qualified vendors interesting in bidding on a task.  

Question: 
Proposal Response 
— What level of detail is expected in the narrative around implementation/ management work plan, given specific tasks have not yet been defined? 

Answer: Vendors can provide descriptions on how they would manage projects that align with the type of work illustrated in as potential tasks in the RFP.  
ITB: 104-22

Question: 
Can a specific manufacturer be represented via 2 different vendors price tabs?

Answer: Yes

ITB: 104-22

Question: 
Will pricing be accepted from a vendor that does not include the installed pricing column?  

Answer: Yes

ITB: 330A-22

Question: 
330-22 and 330A-22. I see this is out to bid again. May I inquire as to the bids that were due on 6/8/2021? Were all bids rejected or were no bids received? Thank you, Pamela

Answer: All bids were rejected.
7/12/2021

ITB: 509-22
Will vendors be graded for each role that is submitted or for the entire proposal?  For example, if a vendor submits information for eight roles, and one of the roles is graded poorly by ODOT, will the vendor be prequalified for the remaining seven roles in which they were graded well?

Answer: A vendor will be pre-qualified for the roles ODOT finds they are qualified to perform services for.  

7/12/2021

ITB: 044-22

Question: 
Our options price pages will not fit onto the sheet included on New Equipment  Options List tab. May we note on the sheet to see component pricing attachment files? The files will be in pdf format.

Answer: yes that is acceptable.

ITB: 044-22

Question: 
The International HV613, HX620 &amp; HX520 are listed as models in the specifications, but not listed on the pricing page. Will this be changed or should the updated model name be noted in the description box (i.e.; International WorkStar 7600 is now HV613). There is only one line for approved equal models.

Answer: You can add that model to the pricing page by adding an additional line.  

7/9/2021

7/7/2021

ITB: 896-22

Question: 
Due to the problems all manufacturers have  with lead time for Extruded Panels, (ODOT Standard TC-51.12) it is difficult to meet the the delivery time frame on items 33 -36.We can bid Extrusheet signs (ODOT Standard TC-51.11) since these are finished signs instead of Blank Panels and still meet ODOT standards. 
Please advise if that is acceptable.

Answer: We understand the current materials constraints on extruded panels. Please bid as indicated. We don’t not wish for any substitutions at this time.

7/7/2021

ITB: 104-22

Question: 
Section 1.8 Specification Statement - states that specifications are incorporated into the invitation to Bid - however they do not appear to be present.  Further, the C&amp;MS does not appear to contain specifications for the items requested in the pricing form.  Can ODOT please confirm or provide the required specifications? 

Answer: Where applicable, any parts listed must meet the current CM&S specifications for the Invitation to Bid.  A link to the CM&S documents is provided below. An addendum will be issued shortly.

https://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ConstructionMgt/OnlineDocs/Pages/
To obtain a copy of the C&MS, contact:

Ohio Department of Transportation Office of Contracts
1980 W. Broad St., 1st floor

Columbus, Ohio 43223
Telephone: 614-466-3778 or 800-459-3778

7/7/2021

ITB: 104-22

Question: 
In the pricing form is it not clear which items we are required to provide an installation price for. Are we to assume that an installation price is required to be submitted for all items requested or can the installation requirements be clarified?

Answer: An installation cost is not “required” but is requested.

7/7/2021

ITB: 509-22

Question: 
Proposal Instructions, section B (Organizational Structure/Staffing Plan) requests &quot;to include hourly rate for each individual&quot;, while the Price sheet states &quot;No costs are required now&quot;. Could you confirm that hourly rates are to be included as part of Organizational Structure/Staffing Plan response? Thank you! 

Answer: Yes, hourly rates are required for the Organizational / Staffing plan for the pre-qualification process.  No costs per task are required at this time as those are TBD on a task by task basis.  Once vendors are pre-qualified, they will have opportunities to provide cost proposals for tasks issued within the contract.  Task cost proposals will be evaluated against all other cost proposals provided by pre-qualified vendors.  

7/6/2021

ITB: 044-22

Question: 
Greetings, 

My name is Gabrielle and I am contacting you on behalf of The Lion Electric Co. (Lion). Lion is the leading purpose-built, zero-emission heavy-duty trucks and buses manufacturer. Our technology is proven, with over 390 electric vehicles operational throughout North America, able to travel up to 250 miles (400 km) on a single charge and satisfying the majority range of urban routes. 

As such, after reviewing the Bid 044-22: Truck Tractor Conventional Cab Tandem Axle we were wondering if you would accept our All-Electric Lion8 tractor?  

Lion developed its all-electric vehicles based on direct end-user feedback, including optimization of visibility and unparalleled tight turning radius, thus ensuring rapid adoption from drivers. Our technology has been tested and proven in real-life settings; we have gathered battery data from all our deployed vehicles and developed an expertise with battery electric vehicles that cannot be equaled. Additionally, Lion is one of few OEMs that are not offering a “retrofit” solution on a diesel chassis. Our vehicles are purpose-built to be electric. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, 
 
Answer: Your company can submit a bid, however ODOT will not be purchasing electric vehicles at this time.
7/6/2021

ITB: 509-22

Question: 
Page 12, Delivery of Documents, states “Hand delivery is encouraged to assure timely delivery.”  Please confirm that email delivery is preferred.

Answer: We will only accept emailed bids. No paper bids will be accepted.
ITB: 509-22

Question: 
1. Appendix A, page 11, states “Please limit the supporting documentation to 2- pages per team members support a single role, or 4-pages for team members supporting multiple roles. Please refer to the table in Section 3.1 for the required minimum qualifications for each Role.”  Does this infer that we should submit team member resumes that are between two to four pages long?

Answer: A 2-page resume limit is expected for a team member seeking to qualify for a single role.  A 4-page resume limit is available if a team is seeking to qualify for multiple roles. 

Question: 
Page 13, Organizational Structure/Staffing states “This must include the hourly rate for each individual/role Proposer intends to provide services for.” Can ODOT confirm if an hourly rate schedule per position (i.e., $100/hr – Junior Analyst) with names associated to the positions (i.e. Jane Doe – Junior Analyst) is the preferred method of staff submission?

Answer: Yes, an hourly rate schedule per position role and names associated with that position role is desired. 

Question: 
Will ODOT select a certain number of vendors or will any vendor that scores well be prequalified?

Answer: There is no defined limit to the number of vendors who may be pre-qualified to provide services under this contract.

6/29/2021

ITB: 509-22

Question: 
Could you clarify the proposal due date? The cover page of the RFP mentions July 20 and page 12 mentions July 22.

Answer: The correct due date is July 20th. That date was inserted by the program area and was missed. We apologize for any confusion. 

ITB: 509-22

Question: 
If my company is already contracted with ODOT on another project which involves GIS, RIMS and ESRI Roads &amp; Highways; would that disqualify myself or my company from this bid? 

Answer: The only thing that would prevent you from bidding is if your company assisted in writing the RFP. Having other contracts with ODOT doesn’t prevent you from bidding otherwise. 

6/24/2021

ITB: 008-22, 1:53pm

Question: 
Who is your current provider for Criminal Background Screen services? Please provide their current pricing, if possible. 

Answer: OPENonline is the current vendor

ITB: 008-22 1:55pm

Question: 
What do you like about your current vendor relationship and services? 
Answer: Nothing to do with the current bid.

ITB: 008-22. 1:57pm

Question: 
Are there any pain points with your current provider? 

Answer: Nothing to do with the current bid.

ITB: 008-22, 2:25pm

Question: 
Why are you evaluating new providers for Criminal Background Screen services?

Answer: ODOT is seeking better pricing and better customer service
ITB: 008-22, 2:26pm

Question: 
What is your anticipated start date?

Answer:  As soon as July 1, 2021

ITB: 008-22, 2:28pm

Question: 
What is your estimated budget for this project?

Answer: we will not reveal the budget for this project

ITB: 008-22, 2:28pm

Question: 
Will preference be given to providers that are accredited by (not just a member of) the Professional Background Screening Association (PBSA, formerly NAPBS)?

Answer:  No preference will be given to those accredited by PBSA.
ITB: 008-22, 2:29pm

Question: 
Are you looking for maiden and alias names to be included? If so, please confirm which search/es you would like these on?

Answer:  If maiden or alias names are discovered, we expect those to be disclosed in the report from vendor.  We understand a separate search on the alias or maiden name will be an additional cost and do not need to be included in a base cost.  
ITB: 008-22, 2:30pm

Question: 
Are you seeking for a price inclusive of all access fees (state/county) and county confirmation fees?  If not, is it acceptable to list these fees in Section 4. D. i.?

Answer:  It is acceptable to list fees separately as long as they are available ala carte. 
ITB: 008-22, 2:31pm

Question: 
Please confirm your sourcing for the state of OH criminal check. Is this through the Ohio DOC?

Answer: It states on the front page of the bid document State of Ohio, Department of Transportation


ITB: 008-22, 2:33pm

Question: 
Ohio DOT current background check requirements require applicants that have lived in states other than Ohio to be checked for criminal convictions in each of the states the applicant has resided, as well as neighboring states as available. Is this requirement met within your national database check? If not, please provide instructions on how vendors should provide pricing for counties, or states outside of Ohio.

Answer:  It is acceptable to list fees separately as long as they are available ala carte.
6/23/21

ITB: 008-22

Question: 
The current contract states the National Multi-State Criminal List and identified files search is $14.00. Does that price include them taking the next step to verify the potential &quot;hits&quot; found in the search with the reporting county? Or  is the verification of the &quot;hits&quot; charged as a separate county search for those counties outside of Ohio?

Answer: there was no additional verification.
6/16/2021

ITB: 008-22

Question: 
Can you explain what you are looking for regarding the “Example of communication with candidate regarding FCRA guidance”? Are you referring to the Pre-adverse and Adverse Action process, the authorization form or both?

Answer: ODOT is interested in any communication sent to the candidate when a charge, conviction, etc. is found.  We take care of the authorization form, and any adverse action letters required.  

ITB: 008-22

Question: 
How would you like the invoice? Will it be one invoice for all applicants, or do you need it broken out by department?

Answer: ODOT want the invoice to include the names of the inquiries ran, but it does not need to be broken down by department. We are interested in seeing what your company sends to their clients

ITB: 008-22

Question: 
I do not see costs for counties outside of OH requested. How should we state those?

Answer: We would like the option to obtain all available information for wither 1. All the county and state info from Ohio, 2.  All the state and county info from the entire US, or 3. The ability to select a few states or region and obtain all info from those areas.  

 Question: 
What is the difference between the &quot;National One Criminal List and identified files&quot; and the &quot;National Multi-state Criminal List and Identified files&quot; searches?

Answer: Would like a list of all the counties/state/federal/other databases listed for an Ohio only check, or a full National check, or for a multi-state/region inquiry (if a multi-state is an option.)

6/16/2021

ITB: 082-22

Question: 
Who is the current vendor? This contract is multiple award. The current vendors are Avery Dennison, 3M, and Orafol. 

Can you provide current contract pricing?  See  Purchase-CurrentContracts - CoOp1 (state.oh.us)

Can you provide estimates of each component being ordered? We do not provide estimated quantiles on this ITB. 

Are background screening packages currently being ordered, or are all orders al la carte? More information may be needed to fully answer this question. This contract is utilized for reflective sign materials only. We have a separate contract for completed highway signs (896-22)

6/14/2021

ITB: 004-22

Question: 
Please confirm that &quot;Mobilization&quot; in the pricing excel spreadsheet should include all materials, equipment and reimbursables (like mileage) for 1 EA Maintenance Event, regardless of the number of employees.  The formula for the sum in &quot;total unit price&quot; for the &quot;mobilization&quot; line items do not multiply the # of Employees by the Cost per U/M.  This implies that mobilization is a single cost per maintenance event to include all things like mileage, herbicides, tools spray equipment, etc..   Also, should travel time hours be included in the labor rate or built into the mobilization cost?

Answer: All materials and supplies will either be provided by ODOT or paid for separately at a ‘no markup price’ to ODOT.  Mobilization rate includes the cost of mobilizing equipment and hand tools to the job site and should include the travel time labor rate of the employees being mobilized.

6/4/2021

ITB: 427-22

Question: 
The product code listed for Highbay Light is ABC1024471DQCSTKQW1PK from GECurrent. In their spec sheet there is no QC listed in the product code only QQ, QV, QA, QB, and QP. Which one should we consider for pricing. Thanks.
QV   product code ABC1024471DQVSTKQW1PK
ITB: 157-22

Question: 
1. Section 3.20: “Solar Panel Furnished and Installed on Pole” lists 50 Watt, 80 Watt, and 130 Watt Solar Panels.  May substitutions for a higher wattage panel be made? Yes, they may.



2. In Section 3.22: “Technical Services Cabinet, Pole Design, furnish and install”, no ODOT Traditional Backpanel is listed in the pay item.  Will a separate pay item be listed  for  the ODOT Traditional Backpanel? There is no backpanel included the pay item for Section 3.22. IF ODOT desires a backpanel, it will be listed under the supply item 5.06 Ohio ATR Backpanels – to stock.
6/3/2021

ITB: 185-22

Question: 
Is there a frequency for the septic vault pumping&#39;s per location? estimation of how many times these tanks are pumped/ cleaned throughout each year?   Typically, the units will be pumped at least annually, while some may be pumped quarterly.  Unfortunately, we have no way to provide any actual frequencies due to changes in occupancy, number of employees, visitors, etc.

6/2/2021

ITB: 193-22

Question: 
Good Afternoon, 

I cannot manipulate Vendor Name on the EXCEL form supplied. The ITB says it needs to be sent back in the same format. May I send both a hand-written (with our Company Name) and a typed form (without our company name)?  YES
ITB: 185-22

Question: 
On the pricing page, I notice that park 3-36 is missing. Is that intentional or does it need added to the bid?
After a full review of the vaults, trash traps and items included in this and other contracts, it was discovered there is actually a trash trap at the 3-36 park that was inadvertently missed.   We will request pricing for this specific location and any others we may miss prior to award of the contract.
5/27/2021

ITB: 462-22

Question: 
NOT REGARDING 462-22.... this is Regarding: ITB 185-22 (there was not a selection above)- it appears that there are some duplicates in Dist 2 for vault pumping? Or did they add a few new tanks at the rest stops. 

There are 2,300 gallon trash traps and 3,500 gallon lift stations at BOTH rest areas.  This is a clarification of what was previously identified at those locations.

5/11/2021

ITB: 071-22

Question: 
What is the Suggested options mean? 
For example, Multiplex dual sonic averaging ski, should it be in the base price or can it be listed as an optional price in the 40K category.

Answer: The suggested options list are items that we would like to see listed as an optional price. It does not need to be listed in the base price.

5/10/2021

ITB: 018-22

Question: 
For the 5% MBE requirement, is that based on total volume or freight spend? 

The 5% refers to tonnage.  Please refer to Section 10.2, paragraphs 1 and 2.

5/7/2021

ITB: 592-22

Question: 
Can text in tables and figures be smaller than 11 Arial font size? Yes
5/7/2021

ITB: 592-22

Question: 
1. Please confirm if the separate cost proposal excel file counts towards the 25 page limit. If it does, how is that measured?   The cost proposal does not count towards the page limit.
2. Related to above, please confirm that any cost narrative (discussion), including any assumptions, should be included in the cost proposal excel file, and whether it counts toward the 25 page limit. Any cost proposal narrative and assumptions associated with the cost proposal are separate and the cost proposal does not count towards the page limit.
3. Please confirm that a title (cover) page, table of contents and any appendix cover pages are not included in the 25 page limit. Confirmed
4. May the vendor provide a cover letter outside the 25 page limit or would that count toward the 25 page limit? Yes
5. Please confirm that uploading the signature page and any addenda as a separate file means that vendors should not include those forms in our technical proposal file, or whether also including there for a complete package is permissible. Correct, you don’t have to include the separate attachments in the technical proposal. Your entire submittal is the complete package.

5/5/2021

592-22

Question: 
1.) Are the purchase of mitigation credits, (from existing banks or ILFs) expected to be a component of this STW Agreement and/or any of its expected Task Orders?  If so, what % of the total $2M contract allowance might be estimated to such pass-through costs incurred by the Contractor?  Purchase of credits is a potential component of these contracts.  The percentage of this contract that will be used for credit purchase is not known at this time. Previous contracts have had the purchase of credits as a component and that % was estimated to be less than 15% of the total contract value.  

2.)  For the evaluation category, what is ODOT looking to see when awarding points  under the criterion vendor has included evidence they have the financial capacity to successfully complete this project;  Is this a simple YES or NO, or will points be weighted here (where presumably more points might be allocated for larger contractors/firms with larger financial statements and balance sheets?  Is that ODOT&#39;s intent?    The proposer must be able to demonstrate they can undertake the costs associated with the contract with payment from ODOT following delivery of required products.

3.) We understand that mitigation measures for RTE species, their habitat conservation and/or reestablishment of habitat for those species are part of this full delivery mitigation contract.  The ITB does not specifically reference minimum prequalification&#39;s for RTE species experience (for instance, Ohio Mussel Surveyors Group 1-3 or federally licensed Indiana Bat mammologists).  Would this contract only pertain to the habitat assessment experience and reestablishment of RTE species habitat, while the actual presence/absence surveys for those species, if needed, be covered under another ODOT/OES contract vehicle already in place with OES or Districts for those kinds of specialty firms?   The selected vendor would be expected to provide all services necessary to deliver species habitat credits.  This could include species expertise, federal collection permits, etc. all provided by the selected vendor.

4.) Real Estate Acquisition is listed as a component of this contract.   The cost to acquire land for mitigation, particularly for large projects, could consume a significant portion of the $2M allowance.  Is the $2M allowance intended to be used for land acquisition, or would that be acquired under a separate pot of money specific to the PID for which it is needed?  The selected vendor would be expected to provide all services necessary to deliver the required credits. This could include the purchase of real property or interests in property.  

5.) The link for submitting an excel cost proposal lands at file that reads are to use their expertise to submit Cost Proposal per the instructions in the ;.  As such, there is no &#39;excel pricing file&#39; able to prepared in &#39;original&#39; ODOT format.  Yet, Terms #3 and #4 of page 19 of the ITB seem to penalize the creation of an offers own pricing format.  We believe to present costs in accordance with Part D (2) on page 13 of the ITB,  some flexibility is needed here and Excel may not even be the best way to present this information.  Please confirm if Offeror has flexibility to prepare this information at their discretion within the proposal and whether or not Terms #3 and #4 found on Page 19 of the ITB are really applicable here...   Flexibility and creativity in providing a cost proposal is encouraged.   Our system posts cost in excel,  there is no way around that.   It is mentioned over 9 times in our terms and conditions.   We use a generic excel sheet as our system requires something in order to post.   

6.) Please clarify Part D(2); requirement that:  The Proposer shall submit a SEPARATE Cost Proposal in the emailed response.;  Does this mean that costs should not be prepared within the proposal, that costs be provided perhaps in a separate Appendix to the proposal, or costs emailed/uploaded completely separately?   There should be no cost in the body of the prepared response.   All costs are to be in a separate file.  With RFP’s all technical scores are reviewed first,  only then do we look at cost.   

7.) Are standard staff rates and/or unit pricing for mitigation techniques or services being compared in the cost proposal?  If not, how will ODOT compare costs between Offerors?  Scoring of the cost proposals will be based on the information provided and will include a comparison of the unit costs of services provided when those costs can be provided.
5/5/2021

ITB: 018-22

Question: 
Can the opening date be pushed to May 25th?

Answer: Bid Submission Deadline (Bid Opening Date) will remain May 19, 2021, 1:00PM eastern time.
5/4/2021

ITB: 248-22

Question: 
We request an approved equal for Gerflor Sirius flooring.  

Answer: We accept this as an approved equal.
Question: 
Is ODOT going to be taking into account the Ohio In-State bidder preference which give resident Ohio vendors a 5% preference over out-of-state vendors?  This preference is written into Ohio Revised Code which is listed below and has been put in place for governmental agencies to use to keep the monies spent on products/services within the State of Ohio. The Ohio Department of Administrative Services and the State of Ohio Procurement supplier handbook clearly state these preferences are to be used when available. 

In-state Preference: Ohio Revised Code Sections 125.09 and 125.11 establish 
procedures for administering the in-state preference program of Buy Ohio. DAS and 
state agencies are required to give “Ohio” bidders a 5% preference over other bidders. 
To qualify as an “Ohio” bidder, the bidder must be physically located within the State of 
Ohio or must be offering a product that is produced in the State of Ohio. Law also 
provides that bidders from states bordering Ohio qualify on an equal basis as an Ohio 
bidder provided the border state does not levy a preference against Ohio bidders. At 
this time, Ohio recognizes Kentucky, Michigan, Indiana, Pennsylvania, and New York as 
border states. West Virginia is not considered a border state as they apply in-state 
preferences against Ohio bidders. 

Answer: FTA Circular 4220.1F prohibits geographic preference in non-A&E (Architecture and Engineering) procurements using FTA funds.


4/21/2021

ITB: 610-22

Question: 
• Do you happen to know the estimated funding source, or budget for this project? This project is only in the Request for Information phase.
o If so, has funding for an RFP been secured? Any potential RFP Scope and/or funding to be determined at a later date. 
• Is this a new requirement? Or is there an incumbent vendor providing these services? Examples and references to existing deployments of this Scope are available in the RFI Scope Document. 
o If there is an incumbent, would you be able to provide the contract number, vendor name, and term of the contract? Please see the RFI Scope document.
• Is there a timeline for an RFP to be released? Not yet.
o If not, what steps are expected to make a decision on releasing an RFP? The next steps will be determined by Executive Leadership after RFI responses have been contemplated and stakeholders have been engaged. 

4/5/2021

RFI 608-22

	4h
	Can the tool provide useful information that contributes to value estimation?
	The value of metadata is becoming more apparent. Without accurate descriptions sitting behind data, there is no real way of understanding what it is, why it’s there and where it’s come from – which is a common requirement for many regulations. Can the tool provide information that can be used to determine an ROI. For example: “For every 100 employees, finding data and reproducing analysis is a $1.7M problem.”

	4i
	Is data captured about suppliers, service providers, and other external entities?
	This could be reworded. Question actually goes to external search capabilities, is there a way to flag data as external?


	1
	Data Sources
	Assuming the 6 data sources (Ellis, AssetWise, Kronos, Collector, RIMS, EIMS) identified in the RFI, what is the estimated volume of data objects (schemas/tables)?
	Data collections identified in the RFI are for example reference only.  ODOT will gradually introduce various databases as we mature the DG program.  Therefore, a price per connection or volume should be provided depicting your pricing model.  

	2
	Data Sources
	The Data Categories section includes "Business Intelligence". Does ODOT require cataloging of Reports data or KPIs available in Reports?
	KPI’s should be available in reports, and the definition and business usage of the reports. The application should be able to define any data lineage to various visualization or report tools, including exposing the code in the ETL

	3
	Data Sources
	Are Critical Path Data Flow diagrams already available or will they need to be constructed as part of this project? These diagrams typical highlight the movement and transformation of data across multiple systems.
	We know of no critical data flow diagrams that exist today. This is something we would expect from a tool or a suite of tools. 

	4
	Data Sources
	Do you have a centralized store for reference data (i.e. data that maps codes to descriptive values)?  Is that something ODOT considers in-scope for cataloging?
	There are some data models available, but the software should automate this functionality as much as possible

	5
	Infrastructure
	Is there a preference for a cloud-based provider e.g. Azure or AWS?
	Preferred methods of implementation should include a cloud SaaS environment Implementation and integration with the existing infrastructure may drive this decision as well.

	6
	Business Requirements
	In the Business Requirement Description item no. 4 you mention "deliver curated data to analytics users". Could you clarify whether this is delivery of metadata or actual data for BI and analytics?
	We want analyst to understand the data via the metadata, but also access the data as part of query capabilities.

	7
	Business Requirements
	The RFI references, data quality, cleansing, validity and accuracy of data. These are not typical components of an enterprise data catalog solution. Could you confirm if ODOT is also looking for these capabilities to be incorporated into the overall solution?
	Having the functionality to apply business rules and data standards to flag issues in the data is key.

The RFI does state either a data catalog tool (or suite of tools). We recognize that some requirements apply more towards a data quality tool. If you can address the requirement with a data quality tool then state that in the appropriate section. 

	8
	Data Quality
	Does ODOT already have Data Quality Profiling and Cleansing implemented? If yes, what tool is being currently used?
	No  

	9
	Master Data Management
	Does ODOT already have an MDM solution in place? If yes, what tool is currently being used?
	No

	10
	Business Requirements
	How many people are anticipated to use the tool?  How many users would be read-only/responding to a workflow vs. those users who would be actively adding/modify content in the Data Cataloging solution?
	I would say increments of 25 on this.  Use of the tool for Administration purposes would be less than 10.  Additional Analysts could be around 50.  

	11
	General Response
	Our firm does not have do not have indirect cost rate schedule. We are submitting this RFI and potential RFP under the assumption that ODOT will accept fully loaded hourly market-based rates.  Please confirm this is acceptable. 
	This sounds like time and materials, which is not our preference. This requirement is to give us an idea of how to budget the project. That said, the breakdown should include PMO hours, Developer/database Hours, product costs and implementation costs…….as well as annual maintenance and licensing costs


ITB: 186-22

Question: 
Is Roundhead and Belle Center the same?  Roundhead Outpost with ID OWS-D01-15 is located in Belle Center, Ohio.  They are one in the same.
We are working on the ODOT OWS bid and see Belle Center has been added.  
We was told Round head had 1 @1250 gal gal and the Bid is stating Belle Center has 2 @ 3750 gal. There is a 1250 gallon OWS and a 2500 gallon wash water holding tank at the Roundhead Outpost.  Wash water holding tanks are treated like oil-water separators.  That is why this tank has been added to the list.
3/31/2021

599a-22

ITB: 599a-22

Question: 
Is there any flexibility in the requirement to have initial ingest of records fully executed and online document request system fully operational by June 30, 2021?     No,  we have money that needs to be spent by June 30, 2021.
3/29/2021

608-22

1 - ODOT is looking at an enterprise data governance solution, but is any contracted software being used currently to handle data or just managed in-house? 

It is all managed in house

2 - Does ODOT have a tentative timeframe planned for any following RFP or will that depend more upon the responses and following demonstrations? 

Late summer is the best estimate 

3/23/2021

ITB: 599a-22

Question: 
In regards to RFP 599a-22, requirement  3.1 states that the vendors storage facility must be located within a thirty mile radius of the ODOT Central Office.  This requirement was presumably created so that physical paper records can be accessed or delivered back to the ODOT Central Office if needed.  We have physically stored and scanned documents  for hundreds of Ohio government entities and typically we will direct scan a document that is needed since the Ohio Revised Code allows for images or digital versions of records to be stored, will ODOT entertain removing the 30 mile radius requirement if firms will direct scan and deliver to the requestor a digital version of any records request within 4 hours?  Historically, this process is much more cost effective and would allow ODOT to receive additional bids from highly qualified Ohio vendors who are familiar with large jobs of this nature.  

Mr. Dachille, at the present time ODOT is not able to completely eliminate paper documentation.  Several of our divisions still prefer physical paper records.  This intent of this contract is to get the storage off site, then embrace the digital delivery of documents gradually over the term of the contract.  At the present time, we are not able to waive the 30 mile radius requirement for storage of documents. 


3/17/2021

ITB: 590-22

Question: 
• Cost Proposal Scoring Breakdown Table missing. Please provide the table. 

ANSWER: The Scoring Breakdown Table starting on page 9 and on page 10 of the RFP includes cost proposal scoring as an element. The scoring of cost proposals is laid out in the Evaluation and Selection Process chapter in Section II – Cost Proposal Points. There is no additional table.


• Travel Costs are not requested, but Direct Costs are identified on Spreadsheet, what direct costs are allowable/expected for these tasks? 

ANSWER: Proposers are permitted to complete the Direct Costs section of the Cost Proposal but are not required to as part of submitting a complete Cost Proposal. The Cost Proposal scoring will be based on the labor rates submitted as part of the response to the RFP. 


o Since the total ceiling for the 2 year period is provided, and this would include all direct costs including travel, should the statement in IV Travel (page 8) be removed? 

ANSWER: This section will not be removed based on the fact that ODOT must use OBM rates. 


• Is the proposer required to fill in all of the labor rate component cells - Direct Labor Rate (Cells D8 thru M8), Overhead (Cell X4), Cost of Money (Cell X5), and Net Fee Percentage (Cell X6) – or is it permissible for the proposer to instead provide fully loaded labor rates?  Given the potential use of subconsultants and various types of personnel (salary staff, hourly staff, independent contractors), it would be preferable to provide fully loaded rates, rather than being limited to a single overhead rate, for example. 

ANSWER: Yes, as part of submitting a complete Cost Proposal, the proposer must include their Direct Labor Rates, Overhead, Cost of Money, and Net Fee Percentage. Fully-loaded rates will not be pursued as part of this procurement. Subconsultant rates are not required, only the prime consultant is required to submit these required rates. 


• Average hours provided total 1,640 hours for the six tasks provided.  Does this fully account for the level of effort for the contract period? 

ANSWER: The average hours for the tasks provided are the “Known Tasks” that ODOT expects to complete as part of this procurement. It does not include the entirety of the possible task load the consultant may incur as part of being selected. Future tasks will be determined by ODOT after consultant selection as future needs demand. 

591-22


Question: 
Regarding sample task Section 5310 and 5311 program development and staff support: 
a. Does ODOT envision consultant employees assigned to program development and staff support will be located in Ohio and available to work from the ODOT headquarters in Columbus Ohio?

ANSWER: There is currently no requirement for a consultant staff member be on-site at the ODOT headquarters in Columbus, OH to perform the work in the Section 5310 and 5311 program development and staff support tasks. 

Question: 
Regarding the pricing form: 
a. Should the consultant fill in sample titles for each subtask? 

ANSWER: There is no requirement to include subtask sample titles but they are permitted. 


b. May we add rows for additional subtasks as needed? 

ANSWER: Yes, rows may be added for additional subtasks as needed. 


c. The budget worksheet formulas in Column O do not include the hourly rate for cellM8. Would ODOT please correct the formula in those cells? 

ANSWER: ODOT realized this error and has now made the correction in the Cost Proposal Summary template and is now available on the Office of Contracts website. The proposer may also make this correction on their own behalf. 


d. Please explain what should or could be included in “Total Authorized Parts.” 

ANSWER: No information is required to be input into this row/section. This is an oversight from ODOT and has been removed in the updated version. 


e. Please explain what should or could be included in “Total In-Authorized Parts.” For example, should consultants add tasks that we would do if authorized by ODOT in addition to the tasks ODOT has listed in the spreadsheet? i.If we are to include additional tasks, should the consultants estimate the number of hours for each of those ‘if-authorized’ tasks? 

ANSWER: No information is required to be input into this row/section. ODOT will be evaluating proposal responses based on the Known Tasks provided and the associated hours. Any additional tasks provided by the proposer will not be reviewed or evaluated. 


f. The Information for Use tab indicates that there is a “Narrative” tab where consultants should provide additional detail on the work included in each task. We did not find the “Narrative” tab. Please direct us to where the Narrative tab is located.

ANSWER: Please disregard the Information for Use tab.

3/11/2021

ITB: 111-22

Question: 
Is it permissible to bid only for 3-8 and 3-12 services portion  without bidding on any hardware ?

Answer: Yes that is possible

3/10/2021

ITB: 076-22

Question: 
Can we quote the new AFL Ascend enclosure&#39;s in place of the XFM line? the XFM line has been discontinued and replaced with the Ascend product line. 

Answer: We have not tested the ASCEND line and we were unaware this had been discontinued. We will not accept the bids for these at this time.
ITB: 076-22

Question: 
Regarding Group 3F, does the department want plenum rated patch cords?

Answer: No, plenum rating is not a requirement.

ITB: 076-22

Question: 
Can I quote part number S017511 for the AFL 90R splicer? That part number is the entire kit which is what&#39;s called out on the bid. 

The part number on the bid spreadsheet (S017509) is just the splicer itself. 

Answer: We would like to have everything in the description provided with this item. We will be sure to update this is future contacts
ITB: 075-22

Question: 
If the opportunity to bid on items specific to a particular group is not included within any given ITB, is there value in providing pricing for all items for that group offering currently listed within the vendor pricing spreadsheet?

Answer: we would like companies to bid on any items in the pricing sheet that they are able to provide.
3/5/2021

RFP:  591-22

Question: 
Is there a DBE % requirement for the 591-22 Transit Support Services RFP? Thank you.
ANSWER: There is not a DBE goal established for this contract. The Office of Transit utilizes race-neutral measures currently to meet its DBE goal. However, all efforts to include DBE participation in the prime or subconsultants should be maximized as much as possible.

3/4/2021

RFP: 591-22 

1. Who is providing this service now?

ANSWER: RLS & Associates, Inc. currently serves as the prime consultant to the Office of Transit.
2. What was the pricing structure for the current contractor(s) by year?
ANSWER: The pricing structure is broken down by each individual consultant’s staff base labor rate, overhead rate, cost of money, and net fee (profit). This structure has been utilized to determine the proposed task budget by the consultant. ODOT sets an estimated and maximum budget for each task at the beginning of task negotiation with the awarded consultant.
3. Please provide a listing of the services provided by the current contractor(s) for the period July 2018 through February 2021.
ANSWER: The Sample Tasks list in Exhibit 1 includes examples of most recently funded tasks in the current OTAP contract.  
4. Is there a minimum amount of hours either annual or monthly?
ANSWER: There is no minimum; however, the consultant must estimate enough hours to adequately accomplish a task within the state fiscal year. 
5. Is travel included in the proposed pricing or will it be billed separately?
ANSWER: This will be billed with the task budget as Direct Costs. However, this does not need to be included with the proposal and will not be evaluated when comparing proposals.
6. For training classes not held virtually, will the cost for meeting space be billed separately?
ANSWER: All trainings held in person in the future will be held at ODOT or partner agency facilities so there likely will not be a cost for meeting space. 
7. Given the possibly large file size of the electronic submission, will the Department consider accepting a DropBox link emailed to contracts.purchasing@dot.ohio.gov from which the submission can be downloaded?
ANSWER: No, ODOT cybersecurity does not allow access to DropBox or other third-party online file sharing software. All responses can be emailed to the email address above in multiple emails.
8. If a DropBox link will not be permitted, are there file size limitations for the contracts.purchasing@dot.ohio.gov mailbox?  Yes,  we have over 25MB capacity.   You can also send multiple emails if you need to.
9. In addition to resumes, forms, certifications and assurances, please confirm that the following are not included in the 15-page limit:
a. Cover Pages

b. Cover Letter

c. Tabbed Dividers to separate sections

d. Required attachments to the Exhibits (e.g., the following requested attachment to Exhibit 1 - Work Plan: For those areas in which the box is marked, please provide the following information as an attachment to this exhibit.)

e. Additional attachments that aren’t required, but help to support the information in the proposer’s bid, including items such as policies, procedures/SOPs, handbooks, training materials, customer profiles and reference information, etc.

ANSWER: Cover pages, cover letters, and tabbed dividers will not count towards the page limit. The Work Plan prepared in response to Exhibit 1 and the required checklist in Exhibit 1 will count towards the 15-page limit. Additional items can be included but will count towards the 15-page limit. Please do not include extraneous documents as they will not be reviewed. 
10. Please clarify the specific DBE goal required for this contract. In the case that goal cannot be met, will Good Faith Effort documentation suffice?
ANSWER: There is not a DBE goal established for this contract. The Office of Transit utilizes race-neutral measures currently to meet its DBE goal. However, all efforts to include DBE participation in the prime or subconsultants should be maximized as much as possible. 
3/2/21

ITB: 111-22

Question: 
INTVO-HWA Analytics has technical capabilities and software that would be very beneficial to ODOT-DriveOhio for some of the services requested in ITB 111-22, but not all.  One key question we have is regarding Group 3.  Can we provide a bid for individual items listed in Group 3, or do we have to provide all the services listed in all items 3-1 through 3-18?  For instance, INTVO-HWA would like to bid on items 3-7 and 3-8.  The technology we possess makes us an ideal candidate to provide the services for 3-7 and 3-8.  However, we are not a vendor or manufacturer of RSUs.  Our technology will link to a pre-existing RSU.  Please clarify if we can submit a Bid for individual items in Group 3 only.  Also, if we bid on a few individual items, can we submit one Bid package referencing multiple items? 

Thank you.   

Answer: Yes. For group 3, bidding on individual items is permitted.

3/1/2021

ITB: 055-21

Question: 
In the ITB package there is no mention of US23, US35 or US50 in Ross County.  Are they covered under the TRIP program and if so what TRIP zone are they in.

Answer: They are not included in the TRIP program.

2/22/2021

ITB: 300-22

Question: 
Is there any flexibility in terms of the delivery time schedule for these signs both in terms of Sq. footage per month as well as possibly additional months to deliver all required signs? 

RJH Supply is an agent responding on behalf of UNICOR /Federal Prison Industries Signage group who is interested in this opportunity.

Answer: ODOT is not willing to alter the delivery time schedule.

ITB: 599-22

Question: 
If the Vendor is under an existing State of Ohio Department of Administrative Services Office of Procurement Services State Term Schedule (STS) Contract, do these established rates need to be used to bid on this Department of Transportation ITB?

No, this RFP is not connected to the DAS contract in any way.

ITB: 599-22

Question: 
During the mandatory pre-bid conference it was stated that the Vendor would need to bring their own equipment to retrieve the containers stored in the DOT warehouse, yet the aisles between shelves are less than 36&quot; wide and the shelving rows are not straight.  Would ODOT reconsider this requirement by either allowing the Vendor to use existing ODOT equipment or by palletizing the boxes for the Vendor?

ODOT is not able to provide the use of their equipment for outside vendors at this time.  Please plan to provide any equipment necessary to retrieve the documents as stated in the RFP.

ITB: 599-22

Question: 
The ITB states that the Client wants the Vendor&#39;s inventory report to list cartons by division name and /or cost center and number of cartons for each division/cost center (Section 4.2.1: Initial Records Ingest).  It was stated during the prebid conference that this requirement may be removed?  If not, is the Division and/or Cost Center identified in any data available about the inventory?  Exactly what data will be provided and how?

Reporting will be by carton and division.  Division and cost center are directly connected within ODOT.  This reporting requirement HAS NOT BEEN REMOVED.  We will provide the awarded vendor with as much data as possible in electronic format (excel), although there will likely be some data that is on paper that will need to be utilized in the initial ingest process.

ITB: 599-22

Question: 
The ITB requests that per carton delivery fees should include the transportation costs.  Does this mean that DOT will only be requesting one carton per delivery?  If not, how many cartons are requested per delivery/day?

The Department has no way of knowing how many carton(s) may be requested at any given time.  There may be instances where we need one (1) carton and also instances where we may need thirty (30) cartons.  Your per carton pricing needs to include the items detailed in Section 4.2.6 of the RFP. 

ITB: 599-22

Question: 
The ITB is requesting that a Vendor submit at least 2 but no more than 4 descriptions of previous similar projects.  It also requests that a Vendor submit at least 3 organizational references with project descriptions.  Can these be the same organizations/projects or is the DOT wanting a total of 5 to 7 project descriptions?  

The three (3) references may be taken from the similar projects.

ITB: 599-22

Question: 
Section 4.2.12: Office and Administrative Labor states that Vendors must be capable of providing support labor resources to the Department on an as needed basis per hour. Please provide additional details on the frequency of these requests and the number of hours anticipated per request.

The Department has no way to predict what support labor resources they may need in the future.  The intent of this section is to give vendors a way to list their potential support labor resources with respective hourly rates.  At present, we do not have a need for these support services, although we may have a need in the future and want to be able to utilize your available resources within this agreement without having to bid the potential services to multiple vendors.  When we award a specific vendor this contract, we want to use your staff to consult, not another vendor’s staff. This allows us to use the awarded vendor without bidding the services out when we need them.

ITB: 599-22

Question: 
We need additional information regarding ODOT&#39;s digitization requirements to be able to appropriately quote pricing and guarantee SLAs requested.  Please provide information on whether we are to deliver images on a per carton, per file or per document basis and how these images are to be indexed.  And to guarantee your OnDemand SLA of 4 hours, will that request be limited to 1 carton?

Vendor must be capable of scanning and digitizing records identified by authorized Department users. Requests placed through the web-based system may be identified as Routine, Scheduled or On Demand. Records Digitization services consist of complete carton contents, by individual page, being prepared, scanned, indexed and published at 200 dpi minimum with unverified OCR. Digitization services will be executed by complete carton contents.  Any On Demand Scanning will be executed by complete carton.  Our intent is to request one specific carton for this level of service.  
ITB: 599-22

Question: 
It was indicated during the pre-bid conference that there are large format documents within the cartons to be stored.  If a carton is requested to be digitized, will these large format documents need to be scanned?  If so, can we provide a separate price for scanning any pages over 11x17&quot;?

You can provide an additional document listing the price for scanning any pages larger than 11 x 17 with your pricing proposal.

2/9/2021

ITB: 300-22

Question: 
Is there any flexibility in terms of the delivery time schedule for these signs both in terms of Sq. footage per month as well as possibly additional months to deliver all required signs? 

RJH Supply is an agent responding on behalf of UNICOR /Federal Prison Industries Signage group who is interested in this opportunity.

ITB-NoLU: 300-22
ITB: 100-22

Question: 
Do you need pricing for all of our plants or just the 2 you purchase material from the past few years? It looks like you only purchase from Cedarville and Phillipsburg. 

ODOT cannot anticipate which plants we will purchase from.  Each year can be different.  ODOT reviews all bids and makes an informed decision based on many factors, including but not limited to, price, location, availability, etc.

Vendor must determine what locations they wish to supply bids for.

2/9/2021

ITB: 900-21

Question: 
Are the deliverables only the documentation items found in section 3?  Please advise if there are any software development or other deliverables.

Answer: Yes, only documentation items found in section 3
2/8/2021

ITB: 101G-22

Question: 
I see that paper bids will not be accepted this year. How do you want us to submit the media device with the bid pricing? 
Answer: Everything is to be emailed, as it states several times in the bid document, and in the announcement email. ODOT is no longer accepting paper bids. The one sentence that references the thumb drive was inadvertently left in by the program area. 

2/4/2021

ITB: 101G-22

Question: 
Where do I find my Prod/supply code? we are bidding alternate cold mixes # 21/22.  

Just to confirm we are emailing only, in a few spots in the bid it states having a separate disc or usb drive, just clarifying. 

Go to https://myodot.dot.state.oh.us
· Request an Account

· Click on link to request Primary Account

· Select Virtual Warehouse from dropdown menu

· Complete Information and submit

Submit pricing (with or without a P/S Code) by deadline, by email. The few spots were inadvertently left in by the program area.

ITB: 900-21

Question: 
The 9th page of the ITB (numbered page 11) states that one of the Scoring Requirements is &quot;Contractor or Subcontractor summary identified resource with experience in Software Development Lifecycle (e.g. application development) using ODOT IT technologies - in supplement. Quote; Please provide the supplement that lists ODOT IT technologies.

Form submitted by: Anonymous user
Answer:  80/20 is correct.  We will get this fixed.

ITB: 900-21

Question: 
How many workgroups does ODOT intend to make available for business requirements workshops?  For technical requirements workshops?

Form submitted by: Anonymous user
Answer: Question 1 from Slalom:
"The 9th page of the ITB (numbered page 11) states that one of the Scoring Requirements is 'Contractor or Subcontractor summary identified resource with experience in Software Development Lifecycle (e.g. application development) using ODOT IT technologies - in supplement.'  Please provide the supplement that lists ODOT IT technologies."
          Answer: Replacement Wording: 

Contractor or Subcontractor summary identified resource with experience in Software Development Lifecycle (e.g. application development) using ODOT IT technologies as referred to in the 580-21 contract

 

Question 2 from Slalom:
"How many workgroups does ODOT intend to make available for business requirements workshops?  For technical requirements workshops?"
 Answer: Request clarification from the vendor what is it they are looking for, what section of the SOW are they referring to in this question.

 

Question 3 from Trihydro:
"Is this only envisioned as a monitoring dashboard or is the vision for this dashboard to also be able to troubleshoot and potential run firmware/software updates on the field devices from the given dashboard? "
          Answer: Only a monitoring dashboard as part of this contract.

 

Question 4 from Trihydro:
"Are devices all on an internal ODOT network and accessible through the ESP?"
          Answer: Yes
 

Question 5 from Trihydro:
"Is a lump sum cost proposal acceptable?"
          Answer: Yes
ITB: 900-21

Question: 
The 10th page of the ITB (numbered page 12) provides a link to the Excel pricing file.  That pricing file only contains one sentence, advising vendors to submit their proposed price, per the instructions in the RFP.  The ITB includes the condition that &quot;Bidders who materially alter the original content of the Excel pricing file (e.g. specifications, formulas, etc.) issued by the Department may be found non-responsive and ineligible for award of this procurement.&quot;  Is the implied assumption that vendors may submit their proposed Cost Summary in any format, as long as it is in Excel?

Form submitted by: Anonymous user
Answer:  Any format is good as long as it in in excel format.

ITB: 009-21
1. Do the training courses (outlined in the RFP) represent a new program or an existing (ongoing) program for DOT employees? These courses are just examples for vendors to determine their capabilities. All of these courses most likely would not be used listed the contract. Courses selected by ODOT are based on needs and are examples are not an exhaustive list.

2. Will DOT employees be able to self-select their own courses or are courses required based on role and seniority? Training rosters are developed by needs of the requesting work unit within the department.

3. Are there existing and established training goals for each employee? Professional development and training plans are part of a person’s evaluation that could be part of course content of contract but not required.

4. How many half-day and full-day training courses were delivered to DOT employees in 2020 (a quick estimate is helpful)? With the current contract, the pandemic threw everything off and the contract was not utilized. ODOT has opted for a 2 year contract period this year instead of the 1 year. Previous contracts were utilized and based on need, roughly a few hundred people over 5-8 training topics would be an estimate. 

5. Does DOT have a strategic goal for training delivery in 2021? If so, what is the target number of training courses or hours to be delivered to DOT employees? There are no guarantees with the contract but based on past programs in a normal year the estimate noted in question 4 would be a guideline.

6. What Learning Management system is used by the DOT? Taleo

7. Aside from course evaluation surveys, how does DOT measure the long-term success and impact of training courses? In additional to surveys, performance of knowledge learned, and supervisory input if training is utilized and behavior impact.
ITB: 009-21

Question: 
Are you looking to customize any of the topics listed and combine with other topics? 
How many days of training are you looking for per topic? 
Your price list only has for 4 classes, can that be amended to include more classes?

Modified: 1/4/2021 12:00:00 AM
Answer:   The training topics are examples of the types of training and not necessarily the exact training we may ask based on our needs. The list is to make sure vendors understand the types of training that we may ask to be delivered. Class length for training will be ½ day or one day sessions.

ITB: 009-21

Question: 
Are you looking for onsite live instructor led or live remote classes?

Modified: 1/4/2021 12:00:00 AM
Answer: We are looking for the classes that can be delivered live remote or on-site depending on the topic and programs our office needs for our managers. 

ITB: 270-21

Question: 
Is this request for bids open to slope mower attachments to tractors or does the equipment need to be fully independent of a tractor, loader or skid-steer?

12/23/20

ITB: 123-21

Question: 
I have not been able to find a spot on the pricing sheet to provide base unit pricing.  I hope I&#39;m not missing it, but I see specifications, and a place for option pricing, but not sure where to put the price of the chipper itself.  Can you give some guidance?  Thanks
Answer: It was just discovered that tab is missing, we are going to correct that. I’ll be sending out the new page shortly, we are also going to extend the bid due date until January 5th.

12/21/20

ITB: 506-21

Question: 
This question is submitted in regards to Section B. Proposal Content, No. 3 Financial Capacity – b. Financial Statements, which requires Bidders to submit audited financial statements. As a small business and privately-held company, we hire an independent CPA to perform an annual review of our financials. Financial audits incur greater costs. Will the DOT permit firms who do not have audited financial returns to provide other documentation to satisfy the requirements under this clause? Such documentation may include a letter of good standing from the Bidder’s primary banking institution; a letter of financial standing from a CPA, including confirmation of the certified examination of the company’s gross revenues, expenditures, and net profit; and the company’s financial statements from the three most recent years, with a statement indicating that the amounts reflected therein are accurate to the knowledge of the company’s management.  

Answer: Other documentation may be submitted to satisfy this requirement. The suggested documentation is sufficient to satisfy this requirement.
ITB: 522-21

Question: 
1. What information from the Davey research can you share now to help us understand who the target audiences and stakeholders are for this campaign? ODOT Legal Counsel is preparing a non-disclosure agreement which should be ready for signature early this week. The study will reveal target audiences and stakeholders for this campaign.

2. The project timeline of six weeks from start-to-finish could be challenging given that there are three entities involved. Who are the key decisionmakers and what is the expected approval process for the draft branding, revisions, final branding, and brand guidelines? Materials will be evaluated by a representative from each agency and the Administration. Final decision-making will be by the Administration representative.

3. What is your expectation for the brand guidelines for this project in terms of length and complexity Partners are seeking basic guidance that defines a logo usage, variants, colors, fonts, and voices. The intention for the branding is to be used by other partners as well, so partners request these guidelines will lay out the basic rules for utilizing the brand. It doesn’t have to be too comprehensive. Partners can offer their own brand guidelines as a comparable final product. 

4. How will you reach the target audiences with litter prevention messages? Are there existing plans for the types of media to use, environmental signage, public meetings, etc. that could inform the brand development? Partners will utilize print and broadcast media, social media, public meetings, special events, county and state fairs, billboards, Keep America Beautiful affiliates.
12/21/2020

ITB: 105-21

Question: 
Do I submit the bid electronically only to the email provided? Do I need to send in a paper copy with the USB drive? If so what is the address to submit it to.

Answer: Electronic submission only.
12/18/20

ITB: 430-21

Question: 
The Contract Duration for this project is shown as (24) months with the ability to extend for an additional (12) months.  With the bill of material only being for one intersection, the cost to have pricing held firm for (24) months will be quiet expensive.  Especially with the volatility of the Steel Market.  Can the project reconfirm the Contract Duration?

Answer: That is a mistake, the contract is for a 1-time purchase, The “contract” will only be until that purchase is made and paid for.

12/16/20

ITB: 315-22

Question: 
Is prequalification required for this ITB?

Answer: prequalification is NOT required for this ITB. However, you will need to obtain your OAKS Payor ID from Ohio Shared Services if your company doesn’t already have it. It is not required before you bid but will need it to be paid by the State of Ohio. https://obm.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/obm/areas-of-interest/obm-shared-services 

ITB: 315-22

Question: 
Will Performance/payment bonds be required?

Answer: No

12/15/20

ITB: 552-21

Question: 
Can you provide more detail on the review and approval process. Who and how many individuals comprise the Parties and Stakeholders referenced in the ITN and what is required for consensus/approval?

Answer: 1 to 2 representatives from each of the Partner agencies and 1 to 2 representatives from the DeWine administration. Final approvals of deliverables will come from the Administration.
ITB: 552-21

Question: 
Page 8 of the RFP states an original, signed signature page must be included. Is a scanned copy acceptable given this is an electronic submission?

Answer: Yes, that is acceptable.

ITB: 552-21

Question: 
Can you clarify these are the brand guidelines that the brand concept and primary logo must adhere to? https://www.oar.net/files/press/media/docs/Ohio_BrandGuidelines_Final.pdf
Answer: This contract is not for development of an Ohio brand logo. Therefore, you do not need to adhere to the Ohio brand guidelines.

ITB: 552-21

Question: 
Is a copy of the Davey Resource Group Litter Study available to review as part of the bidding process?

Answer: Yes, but Communications and Operations want the bidders to sign a non-disclosure statement.

ITB: 552-21

Question: 
Can you provide more detail on how you anticipate the brand concept and logo will be produced and utilized by partners so we have more context for the final deliverables?

Answer: The logo and brand will be used similar to other branded state government campaigns like #InThisTogetherOhio, Stay Home Ohio, Ohio. Find it Here., and H2Ohio.

12/14/20

ITB: 423-21

Question: 
The images showing the 80&#39; DMS structure embedded into the PDF on page 2 &amp; 3 are not completely visible so the end frame, ladder, and walkway details are not shown.  Can you issue individual PDF drawings showing the full structure details? 
Finally, are the sign support hardware, clamps, etc, required to attach the existing DMS sign to the new DMS structure required ?

Answer: 
-SCD ITS-35.11 needs to be added [truss catwalk details] 

http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/Engineering/Roadway/DesignStandards/traffic/SCD/Documents/ITS-035.11_2020-04-17.pdf
-More details are given in SCD ITS-35.13 and ITS-35.11

-All required sign attachment materials should be supplied with the support [CMS 630.14 and SCD ITS-35.13]

12/ITB: 552-21

Question: 
The Excel pricing worksheet at this link (http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ContractAdmin/Contracts/PurchDocs/552pricing.xls ) contains no formatting or formulas, only this statement, Vendors are to use their expertise to submit Cost Proposal per the instructions within the RFP.&quot;  What exactly are you looking for in terms of pricing?

Form submitted by: Anonymous user11/20

Answer:   Please submit a cost proposal in reference to the stated budget.  There is no set format required.
ITB: 552-21

Question: 
The RFP states a signature page is required for submission. Is there a link to a standard format for this page or are we free to create one of our own?

Form submitted by: Anonymous user
Answer:    page 36 is the signature page. 

12/2/20

ITB: 422-21

Question: 
Is the ground mounted sign support on sheet 139/153 part of this ITB bid?

Answer: No.  The ground mounted support isn’t part of this bid.
ITB: 422-21

Question: 
On the specification sheet for the ITB there are notes for light poles but none are shown in the plans. Please confirm that there are no light poles on this ITB.
Answer: There are no separate light poles as part of this bid.
ITB: 422-21

Question: 
On the specification sheet for the ITB bid the truss and cantilever sign structures (TC-15.116 &amp; TC-12.31) have a note about damper devices being provided per TC-16.22. The standard drawings for TC-15.116 &amp; TC-12.31 do not call for a damper on these structures. Please confirm whether a damper is required for these structures and if so provide details on the product required.

Answer: Dampening devices aren’t required for the TC-15.116 and TC-12.31 supports.
ITB: 422-21

Question: 
On the specification sheet for the ITB bid the truss and cantilever sign structures (TC-15.116 &amp; TC-12.31) have a note about damper devices being provided per TC-16.22. The standard drawings for TC-15.116 &amp; TC-12.31 do not call for a damper on these structures. Please confirm whether a damper is required for these structures and if so provide details on the product required.

Answer: Dampening devices aren’t required for the TC-15.116 and TC-12.31 supports.
ITB: 315-22

Question: 
On the maintenance contract is it necessary to provide pricing for all 12 districts in our bid or can we just provide pricing to the closest districts to our facility?

Answer: ODOT requests, but does not require, bids for all Districts.

ITB: 823-21

Question: 
Hello, can you provide me with the volume that was purchased last year by ODOT?  Thanks.  

Answer: Assume last year meaning, past year.  

Contract 823-20 (1/1/20 to 12/31/20)     Estimate volume to date is 2500+ bags of Quick Setting Concrete Patching Material

11/25/20

ITB: 570-21

Question: 
1. What exactly are the job placement requirements? (i.e. Heavy Highway/Road Construction Industry Occupations) – After participants obtain their CDL – we hope to see participants obtain employment that requires a CDL. 
2. Are trainees to be trained in once class or can they be trained in different classes? Please provide more details/specifics to this question.  Trainees can be trained together in one class.
3. What happens if the completer takes a job as a steel hauler or dry van driver? It is the hope of this RFP/CDL project that participants can obtain employment using their CDL.  However, there is no penalty for participants obtaining employment that does not require a CDL.
4. Are there a stipulated number of hours of soft skills instruction? There are no stipulated hours.  However, respondents to the RFP will be scored on the content of the soft skills training (exceeds, meets, partially meets, or does not meet).
5. To clarify, are we to recruit your participants? ODOT is or is not providing our school with the trainees? ODOT is not providing participants, recruiting students is a part of the contract. 
6. There are no specific values in the Excel spreadsheet format with formulas or parameters. It reads &quot;Vendors are to use their expertise to submit Cost Proposal per the instructions within the RFP&quot;. Please advise. It is exactly what it says, vendors are to submit their pricing per the instructions within the RFP, there is no specific format we’re requiring.

11/23/20

ITB: 539-21

Question: 
Does the recent FCC decision to officially discontinue DSRC affect the RFP. Should DSRC still be quoted? 

11/20/2020

ITB: 577-21

Question: 
Is the vendor required to have the infrastructure to deliver the training, i.e. CDL training yard for maneuvers or is there an opportunity to use existing infrastructure owned by ODOT to complete the required training necessary to obtain CDL license?

Answer:

The vendor would need to have the infrastructure or partner with a sub-contractor that has the infrastructure. 

11/19/20

ITB: 520-21

Question: 
1. For Invitation Number 520-21, are there any Union Labor Requirements the Contractor must adhere to if awarded the contract? 

There are no requirements in these specifications for the use of Union Labor for the operation and maintenance of the systems covered in this contract.

2. For Invitation Number 520-21, regarding Section 4.1, is the intent that the selected vendor not subcontract any portion of the operations, even with vendor supervision? 

If you are referencing the 10th bullet point of Section 4.1 at the top of page 5, please note last line of that section states “without the express consent of the Owner”.  If you would like to subcontract the work, you must first request our consent, which may or may not be granted.  Reference Section 9: Subcontracting for further information.

3. For Invitation Number 520-21, regarding Section 4.1,Will the selected vendor be given a transition period to identify system deficiencies and propose initial Capitol upgrades? 

The selected vendor may identify and propose solutions to deficiencies at any time during the contract.

4. For Invitation Number 520-21, regarding Section 4.1, can ODOT provide rules and regulations for each facility? 

There are no specifically written rules and regulations.  This is intended to ensure technicians coordinate with the occupants of the locations when obtaining access to systems.  It is intended to cover operating hours, gate access, etc. and will be determined for each site following award.

5. For Invitation Number 520-21, can the Ohio Department of Transportation provide 5 years’ worth of compliance history for each of the facilities identified in the RFP that identifies the reason for the violations, corrective actions taken to remedy the violations, and penalties levied for any violations? 

There have not been any violations at any of the contracted facilities in the last five years.

6. For Invitation Number 520-21, How does the Ohio Department of Transportation differentiate pumping services of vaults from disposal of sludge as stated in section 4.3.2.5 and septage as stated in section 4.3.4?  Is all sludge and septage pumping/hauling and vault and tank cleaning the responsibility of the current contracted ODOT  pumping contractor and bills ODOT directly, or is the awarded contractor responsible for performing these services and including the cost in the price proposal? 

Charges for pumping services by the current ODOT contracted vault pumping vendor shall be directly billed to the appropriate ODOT District in accordance with the current ODOT vault pumping contract.  The awarded vendor shall coordinate, schedule and be present when pumping is conducted.

7. For Invitation Number 520-21, regarding Section 4.3.2.5, Is the intent for the selected Contractor to utilize the current ODOT Contract pumping vendor for septic tanks, and use its own subcontractor for biosolids Hauling and Disposal? 

Anything pumped from Vaults and Trash Traps covered by this contract will be pumped by the current ODOT contracted vault pumping vendor.

8. Can ODOT provide a current listing of sites that have Trash Traps? 

Attachment A is updated with a new tab listing the Trash Traps.

9. For Invitation Number 520-21, Is the Ohio Department of Transportation responsible for the power costs associated with the operation and management of the sites or is it the responsibility of the contractor? 

ODOT is responsible for electricity at all sites covered by this contract.

10. For Invitation Number 520-21, Is the Contractor responsible for providing back up power to any or all of the sites, in the event of power disruptions while under contract? 

No.

11. For Invitation Number 520-21, Is it envisioned that the selected contractor be held responsible and/or liable for compliance violations resulting from conditions outside of normal, typical, or design parameters? 
(Original question we penned – “Is it envisioned that the selected contractor be held responsible for conditions outside of normal operational control that result in non compliance?”) 

Yes.
12. For Invitation Number 520-21, Will the Ohio Department of Transportation allow the selected contractor to include Life Cycle Cost in the proposal? 
You will need to elaborate on your question for an appropriate response.

13. For Invitation Number 520-21, regarding Section 4.3.1.3, can the Ohio Department of Transportation provide an itemized list of initial required Capitol Improvements, renewals, and major repairs for each facility listed in the RFP? 

There is no such list.

14. For Invitation Number 520-21, regarding Section 4.3.1.3, is the intent to make the contractor liable for Capitol upgrades, repairs and renewals, and replacements, if necessary to achieve compliance? 

No.

15. For Invitation Number 520-21, can the Ohio Department of Transportation supply the last 3 years of sludge and septage hauling invoices/costs to allow contractor a more accurate cost estimate for sludge and septage removal? 

See response to Question 6 above.

16. For Invitation Number 520-21, can the Ohio Department of Transportation provide engineered plans for each facility listed on the RFP? 

Original drawings are available for the majority of wastewater permitted sites.  Many of the other sites have drawings and they can be provided after contract award.

17. For Invitation Number 520-21, is the contractor responsible for supplying diesel fuel for any back up power systems at any of the facilities during the contract period? 

No.

18. For Invitation Number 520-21, will ODOT provide any previous year chemical usage data for the facilities to estimate chemical costs per year? 

The Department does not track those costs since they are included in the overall site monthly fees for operation.

19. For Invitation Number 520-21Can ODOT provide a list of known sites that require weed control? 

The Department does not have this data.  This component is part of the overall site monthly fees for operation.  We are not informed which sites require weed control as it is a covered cost.

11/19/20

ITB: 570-21

Question: 

Please clarify: are Cost Proposal and Excel Pricing File the same thing?

Answer: Yes, they are the same thing. The cost proposal should be submitted in the original Excel format.

ITB: 570-21

Question: 

Pursuant to 4.3: 

Please clarify the process for  

C: Cost Proposal (submitted SEPARATELY AND SEALED) 

via paperless email submission 

4.3.3 also references printed hard copies
Answer: Please disregard all references to submitting hard copies of anything. The cost proposal should be a separate attachment in the email response.
11/16/20

ITB: 068-21

Question: 
SPECIFICATIONS CALL FOR CHAINLINK FENCE POST AND RAIL TO BE CLASS 1.  THIS IS SCHEDULE 40 PIPE.  ALL THE MATERIAL USED IN THE LAST 20 YESRS IS CLASS 2 0R 3.   WHY USE SOMETHING DIFFERENT.   DO WE HAVE TO SUPPLY A TE 24 ON ALL MATERIAL. 

Answer:

11/13/20
ITB: 059-22

Question: 
Are Plate Piles to be used the Geopier SRT technology which is proprietary to Geopier Foundation Company? 


Answer:  Yes.

11/13/20

ITB: 059-22

Question: 
Last ITB 059-21 required a minimum factor of safety of 1.3 for Plate Piles, with a FS of 1.5 if supporting structures. Will this be the same for ITB 059-22?

Answer:  Minimum factor of safety of 1.30*  (*Note that the minimum factor of safety = 1.50 if supporting structures).

11/13/20

ITB: 059-22

Question: 
Last contract ITB 059-21 had assumed that the soils classification for Plate Pile application was predominately fine-grained soils that are categorized as soft or stronger, in accordance with USCS standards in order of for plate piles to be utilized.  Can this assumption be utilized for plate piles in ITB 059-22?  
Will ODOT provide soils information for each site?

Answer: Yes. Available soils information used for the design will be provided.
11/12/20

ITB: 059-22

Question: 
The Pricing spreadsheet states that if the purchase of &quot;601 Dumped Rock Fill Type A-D Supplied to the Site&quot; is required, ODOT will reimburse the vendor for the cost of the material at the unit price with proper invoice.  The unit of measure shown is CY, however the material will measured by the TON with a scale ticket provided and will match invoicing from the supplier.  Will ODOT change the unit of measure from CY to TON?  Additionally, ODOT is not allowing the vendor to markup the material purchased from the supplier, will ODOT allow the vendor to markup the purchase of Dump Rock Fill a reasonable percentage, such as the 15% allowed in C&amp;MS 109.05.C.3.?

ANSWER:     The Dumped Rock quantity will be estimated by the volume of material in place. Reimbursement for providing that quantity will be determined by invoiced costs for the material delivered.   An additional markup of the invoiced delivered material cost will not be allowed.


ITB: 059-22

Question: 
Section 6.4 Plate Piles:  Please define what soil classifications can be assumed for in the design of the sliding mass to be stabilized 

ANSWER:  Soil classifications present at each site will be determined by site specific evaluations.

ITB: 059-22

Question: 
Section 6.4 Plate Piles:  What is the required factor of safety for slope repair design. 

ANSWER:  The site’s plate pile design will be provided.  The necessary safety factor will be determined by the site specific evaluation.

ITB: 059-22

Question: 
Section 6.4 Plate Piles: What is the steepest slope inclinations (i.e 2H:1V) that should be assumed for this slide repair option?

ANSWER: The final grade of the stabilized slope will not be steeper than 2H:1V.

11/10/20

ITB: 520-21

Question: 
In reference to Section 4.1, bullet #4: 
Contract Specifications are intended to include all engineering, material, testing and inspections….. 
Is it correct that the word material is to include all water and wastewater chemicals (chlorine, hydrogen peroxide), test kits and reagents, regularly replaced chemical pump parts such as injectors, duck bills &amp; Stenner tubes, microbial additives, pH buffering, oil, air filters, blower belts, chlorine &amp; de-chlor tablets, UV bulbs and sleeves, weed barrier for sand beds? 

Answer:   That is correct.

Basically, any material needed to operate a facility to meet OEPA regulations?

 Answer:   That is correct.

The labor to deliver and/or replace these items is also included in the Contract Specifications?

Answer:    That is correct.
Can you elaborate on what you would consider incidental work? 

Answer:
Incidental work would be considered anything that has not been specifically mentioned in the specifications that is necessary (in your professional experience and opinion) to operate the facility efficiently and maintain satisfactory regulatory compliance.  One example would be sampling requirements:  The site may only require a certain frequency of sampling in the permit.  You may determine, through your experience, that a more frequent sample should be taken to avoid potential issues that could be addressed sooner and more affordably for both you and ODOT.


11/9/20
ITB: 520-21

Question: 
In ITB 520-21 under the Water Operations section 4.3.1 Minimum Service Requirements 4.3.1.3, it states the Operator of Record is physically present at the facility in accordance with the requirements of Rule 3745-7-03 of the OAC.  Under this AOC the minimum staffing for a Transient Non Community  Class A facility is 2 Days per Week for a minimum of 1 hour per week, however the state does state that a designated representative or the operator has to visit the facility every day it is in service, or 7 days per week.  Is ODOT looking to have the contractor perform the minimum staffing requirement per the OAC, and ODOT provide a designated representative the other 5 days per week, or is the contractor expected to provide the minimum staffing requirement and provide a designated representative for the remainder of the week.  Thank you.

Answer: If you are referencing OAC 3745-7-03 (D) (2), It is solely the responsibility of the bidder to determine the staffing requirements for each permitted facility.  Bidders should reference Section 4.1: General Requirements and Section 4.3: Scope of Services for more information.  

Section 4.3: Scope of Services Reads:

It is the intent of this scope of work to ensure that all requirements, procedures, tests, inspections, service practices, component repairs, equipment renewals, system adjustments, filing procedures and recording documentation as referenced, mandated or otherwise implied herein are all inclusive, and to guarantee the Department that the absence of a particular item of work, service or procedure shall not alleviate the Contractor of the sole responsibility to provide such labor, expertise, materials, equipment, services or other procedures applicable to the Agreement and practical requirements unless same is specifically excluded, prorated or deleted herein.

ODOT will not be providing any labor forces to maintain satisfactory regulatory compliance.

11/5/20

ITB: 539-21

Question: 
Recently proposals were submitted to ODOT for the Connected Marysville IFB (577-21). This IFB potentially has overlap and common elements with the In-vehicle Integrator IFB (539-21). Are their elements of the two projects that are intended to be or can be common? Can you further clarify what are the key differences in the two projects?

Response:
The Connected Marysville project’s purpose was for the integration of vehicles into private citizen vehicles in and around the City of Marysville. That project’s concept would be that the private citizen vehicles would be equipped with the same type of applications as the US-33 project supports, in order to be able to measure the benefits of such technology in an area with higher CV saturation than has been deployed anywhere else in the country. There may be a few additional applications deployed with the Connected Marysville project, but both projects will require, at a minimum, the same applications that the US-33 Smart Mobility Corridor ATCMTD project outlines. Those similar applications are Curve Speed Warning, Reduced Speed / Lane Closure Warning, Pedestrian Crossing Warning, and Red Light Violation Warning.

ITB: 539-21

Question: 
The IFB states that &quot;any software developed under this contract shall be considered open-source and may ultimately be published to the USDOT Open Source Application Data Portal (OSADP) upon successful testing and release.&quot; (page 21). We expect OBU suppliers/partners will use existing software developed prior to this project (&quot;background Intellectual Property &#39;&#39;) in addition to the software referenced above as part of the project. Please clarify what software will be published to the OSADP, will it include OBU software developed prior to this project? 

Response:
OBU Software developed prior to project would not be software to be published to the Open Source Portal.  Only software and/or applications developed as part of the project would fall into this category.
ITB: 539-21

Question: 
The subject ITB specifies that there must be a minimum of 2 different OBU manufacturers with reasonable balancing of the numbers from each.  Could you please be specific with regards to required percentage from each?  Is there a maximum or minimum percentage from each suppler?

Response:
A minimum of 30% of OBU’s supplied for project must be from 2nd OBU Manufacturer.  Additionally, the Proposer must provide an outline of anticipated deployment so that US-33 Smart Mobility Project Team can ensure that all OBU units will have adequate interaction with all RSU deployments throughout the corridor to insure inter-operability.

10/16/20

QUESTION: My AFAD unit is not on the current approved list. Can I have my AFAD unit reviewed quickly and if added to the approved list then also be included under 011-21 pricing sheet? 

ANSWER: No. Per 011-21 Section 7.1, AFAD units bid shall be listed on both the approved list for Red/Yellow Lens AFADs AND shall be listed on the pricing page. You may submit your AFAD for consideration for the approved list at any time, as usual; however, any future newly added units to the approved list will be considered for inclusion on the pricing sheet at the next applicable ITB

QUESTION: There is an AFAD unit included on the pricing sheet that is non-towable and non-trailer-mounted but the ITB specifies units to be trailer-mounted and towable (in addition to other trailer related detail). Which is correct?   

ANSWER: Any AFAD unit bid shall meet all ITB specifications and requirements, including being towable and trailer-mounted. The non-towable, non-trailer-mounted AFAD unit was added to the pricing sheet in error. The pricing sheet has been updated. 

10/5/20

ITB: 149-21

Question: 
Item Numbers 8 through 14 do not indicate what type of pavement marking material is supposed to be applied.  Please advise on material type for those bid items.

Answer:
The material type for those items should be 644-thermo.
10/2/20

ITB: 416-21

Question: 
Are sign brackets required to be included with the TC-16.22 overhead sign supports.

Answer:  Sign Brackets are not required to be provided with the TC-16.22 overhead sign supports.
10/2/20

ITB: 416-21

Question: 
Are blind half couplings required for the  pedestrian signals or will the installation by others field drill and use pole plates?  Also is anything required on the upright for the radar, pushbutton and conduit locations?

Answer: Blind half couplings are not required for the pedestrian signals.  These will be field drilled by ODOT.  No Attachment considerations are required for the radar, pushbutton or conduit locations.  These will be field drilled by ODOT.  

9/23/2020

ITB: 316-21

Question: 
The Culvert Invert Paving price is based on per LF, with that being said is there a average length of pipe invert paving to base the pricing for each diameter on?

Most roadways are a minimum of 24 foot wide, with shoulders and a foreslope.   As for a minimum or average length, no defined minimum or average will be stated.

ITB: 316-21

I as a contractor expect the pipe will need to be cleaned to an extent and will incorporate such costs in my Per LF pricing but what is the protocol for expenses incurred if there is an excessive amount of cleaning that may take several days or even week(s) to clean and/or with the aid of mechanical equipment?   The host pipe should be relatively clear in anticipation of the work, and field inspection by ODOT hydraulics to determine the limits to be paved, and for calculation of the required material quantities.  Preparation of the proposed area (and minor cleaning if needed) is the responsibility of the vendor.   If a pipe is full of debris and is expected to take several days or even week(s), this should addressed with the ODOT contacts prior to any work.  Vendor has the right to review the host pipe in advance of work.
ITB: 316-21

I understand the minimum pipe size is a 36” span/rise or diameter. Can you provide the maximum span/rise or diameter in the ODOT system to ensure the contractors cover all diameters up to and including that maximum size?

We do not have an upper limit recommendation.   Culverts are considered 10ft or less, but we may have structures where the conduit exceeds 10ft in diameter.  Provide second sheet for additional ranges if needed.
9/22/20

ITB: 005-21

Question: 
Are the labor rates loaded with taxes, benefits and profit? 

· Please refer to the PW language to determine what vendor is responsible for.  PW charts may provide items included in a PW rate.

· Vendor shall provide a $/hour for Prevailing Wage jobs.

· ODOT will pay the vendor at this rate for work completed.

ITB: 124-21

Question: 
Where is the Qualified Products List for the Liquid Calcium Chloride?  I am unable to locate it on the ODOT website at this link http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ConstructionMgt/Materials/Pages/QPL.aspx
Refer to Section 5 of the specifications.  PNS/Clear Roads QPL.

9/16/20

ITB: 124-21

Question: 
We are bidding 3 separate products.  The pricing sheets only offer 4 tabs for tanker loads.  Due to a protected sheet, unable to change the Product Name information.  Can you please assist or clarify.  Thank you.

Answer: Please refer to the statement in Row 5 of EXAMPLE AND INSTRUCTIONS tab and Row 23 of the VENDOR INFO tab on the pricing sheet.
· SUBMIT A NEW PRICING PAGE FOR EACH PNS APPROVED PRODUCT BID.  (Additional Tabs are for various Tanker sizes, not additional products)

In Row 6, of EXAMPLE AND INSTRUCTIONS tab, “UP TO THREE SEPARATE PRODUCTS (12 TOTAL TABS)” should be disregarded.
· 1. ENTER MAXIMUM HAULING CAPACITY (UP TO 8,000 GALLONS) OF DELIVERY VEHICLE (TANKER) BEFORE FILLING OUT BID PRICING    2. FILL IN UNIT BID PRICING FOR ALL RANGES NOT CONTAINING "N/A" UP THROUGH THE FULL LOAD AMOUNT (I.E. ENTERED MAX HAULING CAPACITY)   3. REPEAT THIS PROCESS FOR EACH TANKER SIZE AND PRODUCT BID USING THE GIVEN TABS. THE DEPARTMENT HAS PROVIDED UP TO FOUR TABS FOR UP TO THREE SEPARATE PRODUCTS (12 TOTAL TABS) IN THIS EXCEL PRICING PAGE.

ITB: 124-21

Question: 
Bid pricing instructions says there are up to 12 tabs for 3 products.  I&#39;m only seeing 4 tabs.  Can you please assist.

Answer: Please refer to the statement in Row 5 of EXAMPLE AND INSTRUCTIONS tab and Row 23 of the VENDOR INFO tab on the pricing sheet.
· SUBMIT A NEW PRICING PAGE FOR EACH PNS APPROVED PRODUCT BID.  (Additional Tabs are for various Tanker sizes, not additional products)

In Row 6, of EXAMPLE AND INSTRUCTIONS tab, “UP TO THREE SEPARATE PRODUCTS (12 TOTAL TABS)” should be disregarded.
· 1. ENTER MAXIMUM HAULING CAPACITY (UP TO 8,000 GALLONS) OF DELIVERY VEHICLE (TANKER) BEFORE FILLING OUT BID PRICING    2. FILL IN UNIT BID PRICING FOR ALL RANGES NOT CONTAINING "N/A" UP THROUGH THE FULL LOAD AMOUNT (I.E. ENTERED MAX HAULING CAPACITY)   3. REPEAT THIS PROCESS FOR EACH TANKER SIZE AND PRODUCT BID USING THE GIVEN TABS. THE DEPARTMENT HAS PROVIDED UP TO FOUR TABS FOR UP TO THREE SEPARATE PRODUCTS (12 TOTAL TABS) IN THIS EXCEL PRICING PAGE.

9/15/2020

ITB: 005-21

Question: 
Last years bid sheets had a column for Equipment Rate per Prevailing wage jobs? This year&#39;s bid I do not see that column - Where do we put that pricing? 

Answer: Please see note in ROW 5 of the excel pricing page. We have provided this in a row, for each piece of equipment.   
9/11/20

ITB: 148-21

Question: 
RE: Terms and Conditions 

Executive Order 2019 12D (this is the prohibition on removal of state data from the US)  

For Video processing RE: Miovision prepaid services, the video is accessed on premise (we are a Canadian company) to configure the intersection/location before processing the video through a computer vision program hosted on AWS (US based).  

Does this meet the requirements for this executive order?

ANSWER:
Yes, this is acceptable. We currently use MioVision for our traffic data counts.

9/8/20

ITB: 016-21

Question: 
Are the tasks correct as included in the Invitation to Bid document? Task 4 is mentioned in Section 2 but does not appear in Section 5. Timelines between tasks do not correlate with bid tab sheet.

Answer:

9/8/20

ITB: 501-21

Question: 
In the RFP, the bidder is instructed to submit a hard copy print out of the entire RFP document, media device with a 
completed Excel pricing page, hard copy of the completed Excel pricing page, and all necessary supportive documentation, forms, and any other information required therein. There are also references to bid being submitted in a sealed package. However, the bidders are instructed to send the bids in by email. Could you please clarify the mechanism for the bid submission, given that the terms &quot;hard copy&quot; and &quot;media device&quot; do not apply to electronic submissions Thank you!

Answer: All bids should be submitted electronically to the email address specified within the RFP.
9/3/20

ITB: 016-21

Question: 
Are prevailing wage rates to be applied for this contract?

Answer:  No
9/3/20

ITB: 208-21

Question: 
1. Is there a place in the bid to include a bidder/manufacturer&#39;s entire catalog and price book for equipment models or items that are not included in the bid request? 

You will have to submit a bid to meet the minimum specs listed. 

All other options, pricing, and equipment that you offer must go under the options page on the pricing spreadsheet. 


2. If an OEM factory bids the contract and wins, can Ohio buyers issue their purchase requisitions to the authorized dealers of that OEM, or do they have to be issued directly to the OEM/Bid holder&#39;s company?

The vendor that submits the bid for the contract and is awarded, ODOT submits their purchase orders through that same vendor.  

9/2/20

ITB: 208-21

Question: 
Section 3 Rear Flail Mower-Item 2A (Hitch Pull-Type Flail Mower): Is this mower intended to have a tongue pull hitch or a 3 point mount hitch?  

We are looking at having the choice to pick between different hitches which is why the spec is so generic. Make sure to list all hitch types you can offer on the options page in the pricing spreadsheet. 

9/1/20

ITB: 016-21

Question: 
1. Timing conflict for Task 1-RFP says task can only occur between Oct and Dec 2020, but then under Task 1, there is requirement for performing herbicide in April through June. Is this Task 4 (which is not referenced in RFP after initial timeframe)? Originally, ODOT included spring spraying in this contract but it was later determined the only site that needed spring spraying could be done in-house, so it was removed from the scope of work. We will amend this contract and remove “Spring herbicide applications must commence when cool season grasses, noxious and invasive, and broadleaf weeds are actively growing, but no earlier than April 1 and conclude by June 30” located in Sec. 5 Task 1 – Herbicide Application.
2. Task 2 timeline is in conflict with actual task timeline Task 2 (winter seeding) must occur between January 1, 2021 and March 31, 2021. Although ODOT’s published winter seeding timeline begins December 1 and ends May 31, budget constraints supersede ODOT’s ‘ideal’ seeding window; all winter seeding must occur in State Fiscal Year 2021 quarter 4 – January 1, 2021 through March 31, 2021 when funds are available.
3. Based on timing constraint, for Task 3, will contractor be penalized for not managing species that appear outside of the set timeline? Please list the species you would like us to consider.
4. “The awarded vendor shall send necessary equipment (trucks, trailers, spray equipment, etc.) sufficiently capable of completing the requested services in one (1) trip whenever possible.” Based on COVID-19, would that qualify as a reason to send additional vehicles to reduce closed-quarter time for personnel? Mobilization costs are to be included in your bid price. However you need to mobilize your equipment and staff to accomplish the tasks at a competitive cost is up to you.
8/31/20

ITB: 501-21

Question: 
Previously, additional information was distributed via email link with images of an existing transformer &amp; primary service on site at Mohican Lodge and Conference Center.  Would it be possible to indicate on the Site Information sheet for Mohican where this transformer is located?  It is unclear from Google Maps.
8/31/20

ITB: 501-21

Question: 
On the Pricing Sheet (Exhibit C), the number of &quot;Chargers&quot; is pre-populated for the sites.  Each ODNR site has &quot;2&quot; Chargers listed, but the exhibit shows 4 ports per ODNR location.  For the pricing exhibit, are you referring to &quot;Chargers&quot; as &quot;Stations&quot; and not number of ports, or should the applicant update to reflect number of ports?

Answer: We are referring to Charging Stations. At each ODNR location, there should be 2 dual-port charging stations. If the proposers wishes to submit a different configuration, such as 4 single port charging stations, this would be a deviation under RFP Section 3.1(G) and would need to have supporting documentation.

8/26/20

ITB: 501-21

Question: 
Given the tight timing of RFP 501-21, I am inquiring on the existing electrical capacity for the following sites listed in the RFP: 

Answer: ftp://ftp.dot.state.oh.us/pub/Contracts/Purchase/501-21/
8/25/20

ITB: 577-21

Question: 
Hello - we would like to request a 2-week extension to proposal submissions for RFP 577-21 (Connected Marysville OBU). Thank you.
Answer: The submission deadline has been extended until September 17th; the submission time remains 1 PM. An Addendum has been issued.
8/24/20

ITB: 070-21

Question: 
Can JCB dealers submit bid packages for this solicitation? 

Answer: As long as the vendor can submit a bid that meets the minimum specifications in the contract and all other requirements stated in the bid document,  then they should be able to submit a bid.

8/20/20

ITB: 314-21

1-Is there a budget established for this project? No.
2-Is there an Engineers estimate? No.
3-When does the contract expire? April 30, 2021  (not 2020)
4-Is this considered emergency work, or routine?  Routine
8/20/20

ITB: 070-21

Question: 
Would ODOT consider changing the requirement for 1B to be Turbo Charged to be an option, if the engine is tier 4 compliant and complies with the net horse power?

Answer: ODOT prefers to keep the spec as is and not remove the turbo.

8/19/20

ITB: 577-21

Are the appendices available? 

Which companies and OBUs were included? Connected vehicle technology is rapidly changing and hardware identified in 2018 may not be available, or have the functionality required today.  

If another prime were selected, would the expectation be that they proceed with execution based on the work completed to date by the WSP team (design of experiment, OBU options, IRB plan, recruitment plan) or would a new team be required to replicate that work? 

8/17/20

ITB: 577-21

Question: 
Can you please provide more context for expectations on Task 10: Infrastructure Test Plan. Specifically what infrastructure will be tested and monitored to deliver this plan? i.e. Road Side Units, Network, etc. 

Answer: An infrastructure test plan is required to test the OBUs performance and interoperability with the RSUs deployed within Marysville and the US-33 Smart Mobility Corridor. The applications that will be deployed are SPaT (Red Light Violation Warning), Pedestrian Crossing Warning, Curve Speed Warning, and Reduced Speed / Lane Closure Warning.

8/17/20

Invitation No.: 501-21 

Commodity: Public Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure

August 12, 2020 Pre-Bid Meeting Q&A

Question 1: Will the attendee list be made public? IGS Energy is interested to potentially partner with others on this opportunity.
Answer: Below is a list of attendees:

	FirstName  
	LastName  
	Email  

	Charles
	Young
	charliey@butlerrural.coop

	David
	chrien
	davidc@ssecosolutions.com

	Rob
	Lamppa
	r5lamp7@gmail.com

	Jon
	Moreno
	jon.moreno@chargepoint.com

	Kumar
	@Axxera
	akshays@evgateway.com

	Kristopher
	Stefani
	kstefani@smartchargeamerica.com

	Michael
	Kirven
	mkirven@nationalcarcharging.com

	Kevin
	Kushman
	kkushman@electrada.com

	Cindy
	Swarthout
	cswarthout@gospacego.com

	Irina
	Filippova
	ifilippova@electrada.com

	Tom
	Sherman
	tom@sustainable-energy-services.com

	John
	Torgerson
	jtorgerson@flo.com

	Kara
	Hendrickson
	karah@butlerrural.coop

	Jim
	Burness
	jburness@nationalcarcharging.com

	Abby
	Roen
	aroen@evunited.com

	
	EvGateway
	laura@evgateway.com

	Susan
	Devito
	sdevito@gospacego.com

	Sean
	Shaulis
	sshaulis@cardinalelectricpower.com

	Gatewood
	Robbins
	g.robbins@robbinsvc.com

	Andrew
	Finton
	afinton@fesco-oh.org

	Elizabeth
	Ball
	eroyster@co.sandusky.oh.us

	Tom
	Roberts
	tom.roberts@igs.com

	Tom
	Richardson
	trichardson@evunited.com

	Keith
	Anderson
	keith.anderson@lilypadev.com

	Drew
	Kimble
	drew.kimble@igs.com

	Michael
	Smucker
	msmucker@greenlots.com

	Tim
	driscoll
	tdriscoll@donovanenergy.com

	Mikael
	Krikorian
	mikael.krikorian@evbox.com

	Jimmy
	Smith
	jimmy.smith@chargepoint.com

	Gabriel
	Martinez
	gabriel@joingreenspot.com

	Megan
	Hoye
	megan.hoye@zefenergy.com

	Whitney
	Kennard
	wkennard@loraincounty.us

	Ben
	Morris
	ben@sppowersolutions.com


Question 2: Are agreements needed for each site or just for each of the four agencies that have sites (ODOT, ODNR, ODPS, OTIC)?

Answer: Agreements are needed with each of the four agencies. ODOT will facilitate getting the agreements executed.

Question 3: Is a vendor own operate model for EVSE implementation?
Answer: Yes, that is correct. The vendor will own and operate the charging stations.
Question 4: Is there any minority set asides (DBE, EDGE) for prospective bidders?
Answer: No. There is no required set aside.

Question 5: Can you please send the PowerPoint to the attendee's via email?
Answer: Yes. It will be posted online.

Question 6: What is the projected amount of Ohio EPA funding toward this project?

Answer: If bidders propose on each of the eligible sites ODOT will apply to use the full $250,000 state government set aside to cover the eligible sites for the four agencies.

Question 7: Will the site host pay the utility and the selected firm(s) then reimburse the site hosts?
Answer: That’s one option. The other, preferred option, is to meter the EV charging station separately. 
Question 8: Are the attraction/destination sites outlined in the DriveOhio Electric Vehicle Charging Study included in this RFP?

Answer: The state park sites are included in the RFP. The other destinations, such as Kings Island and Cedar Point, are not.  

Question 9: For the sites that are not eligible for funding is the ask that proposers cover the cost of make-ready work, equipment and installation and own, operate and maintain the equipment? 

Answer: Correct.

Question 10: Is the committee aware that the third-party Level 2 ownership model is not financially viable? Virtually every company that has tried this model with Level 2 stations has either dropped the model or has gone bankrupt. 

Answer: The input is noted and appreciated.

Question 11: Can we propose for a single site?
Answer: Yes.

Question 12: What main criteria will you be judging proposals on?
Answer: Please refer to the RFP for the evaluation criteria.

Question 13: Who pays for removal after 5 years if site host want a removal?

Answer: ODOT’s plan was to wrap it up in accordance the windup provisions in both the RFP and the draft agreement, but we are open to other options.
Question 14: For DCFC do you know the number of sites that were disregarded due to lack of 3-phase availability?

Answer: Please see Appendix J in the DriveOhio Electric Vehicle Charging Study.
Question 15: Again, who pays for the removal?

Answer: Remove at the end would be the responsibility of the proposer.

Question 16: How are we expected to recoup our investment?

Answer: Proposers are entitled to all revenue generated by the charging stations as well as up to $250,000 in grant fund.
Question 17: Who will own the equipment at the end of the 5 years?
Answer: The proposer will own the equipment throughout the grant period and at the end.

Question 18: Who is responsible for any damage (ie: snowplow damages station) to and replacement of the equipment?  Will the property owners be liable and carry the insurance necessary to replace the equipment?
Answer: 
Question 19: In the RFP, does "charger" per site mean "port" per site? In some cases, there are two chargers per site indicated.
Answer: Please see the Site Information Sheets in Appendix B of the RFP for the number of ports desired per site.

Question 20: There are 12 sites eligible for VW grant funding and 14 sites not eligible for VW grant funding. Will any funding be provided for the non-VW eligible sites? 

Answer: No.

8/17/20

ITB: 577-21

Question: 
The Phase I report that was posted did not include the Appendices.  It appears that the bulk of the actual information is included in the Appendices.  Could the Appendices be posted?

Answer: 

The concept for the deployment of OBUs into private citizen vehicles began as a concept in 2017, when the research project scope was developed for the referenced document and appendices. This Phase 1 work was completed in January 2019 and since then much of the technology and direction has improved or changed significantly. Much of the detail in the appendices is no longer relevant due to age and/or alterations to the scope for Phase 2. The concept of this research project was to have phase 2 immediately follow phase 1 completion, but funding limitations restricted that from occurring and thus this project has been delayed significantly. This delay has allow/required significant scope changes that make the appendices irrelevant, as they now contain outdated / incorrect information for the current time. For this reason, we will not be posting that information as we don’t want the prospective bidders using that information as assumptions in their bids.
8/13/20

ITB: 501-21

Question: 
Hi, 
In order to prepare a bid for the 10 ODNR sites (State Parks) listed in the ODOT RFP #501-21&quot;Level 2 Public Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure&quot; guidelines, and given the short time frame for site visits to estimate electrical capacity and other relevant EVSE installation requirements for each site, can this information be made available to us electronically or over the phone? If so, should we contact each site individually, or someone at ODNR?  

Here is your contact person at ODNR.

Susie Vance

Ohio Department of Natural Resources

Parks and Watercraft

2045 Morse Road, C4

Columbus, Ohio 43229-6693

614.265.6335

8/11/20

ITB: 212-21

Question: 
There are some new tabs in the excel spreadsheet portion of the ITB. 
1. Delivery Cost - are prices are FOB destination.   Only shipping cost is if under the min. order or special part order not on the price sheet.   No minimum is established.  This has been revised from the previous contracts.   

Without knowing which product or order size, shipping can’t be estimated.   Shipping locations are identified for a point location.  Set distance to a site from Vendor Facility.  Established flat rate fees for different transport types (pickup, box truck, flat bed, etc. )?   

i.e. Transport for 20 guardrail posts is a Pick-Up truck to District 3.  Cost for Pick-Up to District 3 is $100.  If only 16 posts, still a Pick-Up, and still $100 for delivery.  For 24 posts, still a pick-up.  Still $100 for delivery.   For 75 posts, a different transport is needed, stake truck at $200 for delivery.       Also, see notes and example at top of pricing page.

Do we need to submit this form?  Yes.  See section 4 and 5
If a vendor chooses to not complete this tab and provides pricing for parts only, the vendor will be asked to confirm the price provided is the delivered price with a $0.00 cost for delivery.   A vendor will not be able to add third party freight to the order, per Section 5, as the vendor delivery cost would be established as $0.00.  ODOT may also consider this BID non-responsive. 


2. Repair-Replace-Remove  We don&#39;t perform any of this work. Do we need to submit this form? See NOTE at bottom of Section 1.


3. Cable Rail End Repair. We don&#39;t perform any work only material supply. Do we need to submit this form? See NOTE at bottom of Section 1.   


4. Cable Rail End Tensioning. We don&#39;t perform any work only material supply. Do we need to submit this form? See NOTE at bottom of Section 1.   

8/11/20

ITB: 577-21

Question: 
The report, “Final Report – Phase 1 Connected Marysville SJN13576.pdf” has been placed at the link provided in the RFP.  However, there are references to Appendix A through Appendix I which do not appear to be found in the document or in the directory with the report.  Could the appendices be made available?  Also, could we please be granted a 30 day extension to cover the appendices and  incorporate them into our response?

Answer: 
The concept for the deployment of OBUs into private citizen vehicles began as a concept in 2017, when the research project scope was developed for the referenced document and appendices. This Phase 1 work was completed in January 2019 and since then much of the technology and direction has improved or changed significantly. Much of the detail in the appendices is no longer relevant due to age and/or alterations to the scope for Phase 2. The concept of this research project was to have phase 2 immediately follow phase 1 completion, but funding limitations restricted that from occurring and thus this project has been delayed significantly. This delay has allow/required significant scope changes that make the appendices irrelevant, as they now contain outdated / incorrect information for the current time. For this reason, we will not be posting that information as we don’t want the prospective bidders using that information as assumptions in their bids. 

8/11/20

ITB: 577-21

Question: 
Does ODOT have a specific proposal format for responding to this opportunity?

Answer:
There are not any specific formats for the proposal or the pricing submissions, follow the instructions within the RFP for bid submission.

8/7/20

ITB: 010-21

Question: 
Approximately how many participants are being considered for tree felling training? We would like to submit our best possible bid, and usually price our arborist training services on a per-week basis as many of our trainings are multiple days long, but we can accommodate several single day classes into a week to provide the best value in our pricing structure
Answer:
We've had a great deal of interest from multiple ODOT Districts for the development of this training.   We anticipate multiple classes (5 employees per class) for these Districts.

 

We anticipate this number could potentially exceed 50 employees, however, as you have noted, there are no guarantees to the number of classes or employees that may participate. 

8/7/20

ITB: 577-21

Question: 
Are there requirements around CAS compliance or 2 CFR 200, including any specific audit requirements, for proposal submission? 

Answer:

8/6/20

ITB: 577-21

Question: 
The Phase 1 Final Report link that is provided results in an empty folder, at least when viewed externally.  Can a new link be included or the document be made publicly available?

Answer: The document has now been loaded.

ITB: 577-21

Question: 
1.Given the circumstances surrounding COVID-19, are we able to submit responses to this RFP electronically (email), rather than as physical copies? The instructions in the RFP are for electronic submission.

2.Are we able to have a copy of Contract 111 referred to in the RFP, so that we may know who the OBU vendors are? http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ContractAdmin/Contracts/PurchDocs/111-21a.xls 

3.May we be provided with a copy of the Phase 1 Final Report referred to in the RFP? There is an embedded link to this file, however the folder is empty and does not contain the report file.  Do you have this? This has now been uploaded to the embedded link. 

4.Is ODOT open and flexible regarding the contract types (example: firm-fixed-price VS. cost + fixed fee VS. time &amp; materials, etc.)?  typically we want a fixed cost for our deliverables.

5.What is the updated and anticipated kick off? Currently listed as Q2, 2020.  Updated kick-off Q4, 2020

8/5/20

ITB: 577-21

Question: 
Are there any specific bidder qualifications aside from having an OAKS ID that will be required for quote submission?

Answer:
The following are the experience requirements listed in the scope of work for the contract:

Requirements of the Team 

The successful consulting team will be comprised of individuals with the following expertise: 

Clear organizational chart outlining leaders, roles, and duties 

Stakeholder/public involvement 

CV project experience and expertise 

Statistics and data analysis 

Traffic Operations 

Volunteer recruitment and management 

Strong communication skills – with continual and timely team interaction, not only limited to monthly conference calls 

In-vehicle installation and maintenance of On-Board Units 

Familiarity with current connected vehicle deployment standards 

Logistical experience for recruiting, managing, and maintaining large deployments of vehicle equipment 

Vehicle data collection and dissemination

8/5/20

ITB: 007-21

Question: 
When quoting the pricing for a model are we able to include &quot;or equivalent&quot; to the model?

Answer:
That is acceptable

8/3/20

ITB: 577-21

Question: 
1.Given the circumstances surrounding COVID-19, are we able to submit responses to this RFP electronically (email), rather than as physical copies? 

Answer:
The instructions in the RFP are for electronic submission.

2.Are we able to have a copy of Contract 111 referred to in the RFP, so that we may know who the OBU vendors are? 

3.May we be provided with a copy of the Phase 1 Final Report referred to in the RFP? There is an embedded link to this file, however the folder is empty and does not contain the report file.  

4.Is ODOT open and flexible regarding the contract types (example: firm-fixed-price VS. cost + fixed fee VS. time &amp; materials, etc.)?  

5.What is the updated and anticipated kick off? Currently listed as Q2, 2020.  


7/28/20

ITB: 265-21

Question: 
Good Afternoon; We offer a 12 yd machine that meets/exceeds specifications required. ODOT is asking for a 10 yd. unit which we do not offer but due offer a 9 yd body. Can I bid the 9 yd. unit as an alternate. I will be bidding the 12 yd as our main bid. It would be supplied on a single axle Freightliner as the 12 yd is but with dual axles


7/28/20

ITB: 457-21

Question: 
- Must we include a copy of a quote, outlining out pricing in more detail? 

Answer:
Provide all information on the pricing cd

- Is it acceptable to send two copies of all required docs and media devices in the chance that one packet does not make it?

Answer:
You may send two bids as long as it is for the same equipment and same prici

7/14/20

ITB: 205-21

Question: 
Are Gates fittings an approved alternate for weather head and Airway?   

Are Breeze Clamps and approved alternate? 

How do we get a product approved as an alternate?

Answer:
See addendum 2
7/10/20

ITB: 205-21

Question: 
Do you have estimated quantities on and of the items up for bid?

Answer:
Quantities are unknown.  The contract is established by Central Office.  The Districts will buy when they have a need.  There is no guarantee that anything will be purchased.
7/9/20

ITB: 205-21

Question: 
I am just wondering which location we should list for the bill to/ship to addresses on our quote for this. Please let me know.

Answer:
 It could be from any of the 12 Districts or any of the county garages.  You will be invoicing the location that issued the purchase order.

7/3/20

ITB: 036-21

Question: 
In regard to your bid All four of your forklifts Specks ask for  
Page 6 Mast Extended Height Minimum 175” 18 A. 3-Stage Mast 
Page 8 Mast Extended Height Minimum 175” 7A. 3-Stage Mast 
Page 11 Mast Extended Height Minimum 170” 
Page 12 Mast Extended Height Minimum 175” 

For clarification do you need the forks to reach a minimum of 175” and 170” respectively? 
The wording implies that you are referencing Extended Mast Height with Backrest. 

Answer: We are asking for the fully extended height of the mast from the floor to the top to be 175” for each section. 
6/30/20

ITB: 012-21

Question: 
How many units are expected to be purchased during the life on the contract? 

answer

6/26/20

ITB: 012-21

Question: 
The spec calls for 74HP for the 230 CFM air compressor. Would less than 74HP be acceptable as long as the engine is Tier 4 Final? 

Answer:
“It could be less than 74 hp as long as it was Tier 4 and was able to meet the free air delivery spec of a minimum 230 cfm with a minimum rated low pressure of 100 psi.”

6/18/20

ITB: 012-21

Question: 
The bid calls out for 1&quot; ID air hose. Can this bid be priced out with 3/4&quot; ID air hose instead? There is 13.5 cfm per 100&#39; loss between 3/4&quot; and 1&quot; air hose and will be nearly unnoticeable plus it will be a lot less money as this can come straight from the manufacturer this way. 

Answer:
The diameter is changed to ¾” by addendum 1.
6/15/20

ITB: 415-21

Question: 
Proposal Page 7 lists arm length that do not match the specified pole designs.  There is an extra design 3 arm length shown and not enough design 4 arm lengths shown.  Can the correct arm lengths and quantities for these designs be clarified.

Answer:
1 Each              Item 632 - Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 4 (23’ Pole Ht.)38’arm
2 Each              Item 632 - Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 13 (23’ Pole Ht.)56’arm & 52’arm
2 Each              Item 632 - Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 14 (23’ Pole Ht.)65’arm & 63’arm
1 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 2 (31’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
1 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 3 (33’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
1 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 3 (35’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
2 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 4 (37’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
1 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 11 (40’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
1 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 13 (48’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
1 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 13 (49’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
1 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 13 (51’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
1 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 13 (52’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
1 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 13 (55’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
1 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 13 (57’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
1 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 13 (58’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
1 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 14 (62’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
1 Each       Item 632 – Combination Signal Support, Type TC-81.21, Design 14 (66’ Arm, 30’ Pole Ht.)
6/12/20

ITB: 415-21

Question: 
Proposal page 8 seems to be missing details on painting these poles?  Midway down the page it lists &quot;Painting:&quot; but gives no details after the colon specifying the painting requirements.  Are any of these poles required to be painted?  If so additional details are needed on which poles and what the painting requirement is?

Answer: 
Poles are NOT being painted.

6/12/20

ITB: 415-21

Question: 
Is it correct that the combination signal supports are not requiring any luminaire bracket arms to be provided with the combination poles?  There are not any specified or bracket arm lengths given any where in the details If these are needed, additional information needs provided 
Answer:
Luminaire Bracket arms are not needed at this time.  They will be ordered with the project. 

6/12/20

ITB: 170-21

Question: 
The requirement for item 3G, Power Assist left and right external rear view mirrors, will prevent most equipment manufactures from bidding this contract. Is it possible to amend this requirement and allow more competition for this contact? If this item is not allowed to be modified, then will aftermarket options be acceptable? 

Answer:

6/11/20
ITB: 303-21

Question: 
Is there a call in number for today&#39;s 1:00 PM bid opening so that bidders can participate?


Answer:
Due to the covid19 there is no public bid opening.

6/11/20

Question 1: For Item 1-1 Unit (Hour) Micro Service / Application Development, is this asking for a blended rate of a hypothetical team that may consist of Architects, Senior Software Engineers, and Jr. Software Engineers? 

Answer:
Yes.

Question 2: For Item 1-3 Unit (Each) Micro Service / Application, is the pricing sheet asking for a flat fee unit price for each Micro service or Application built? 

Answer:
Yes, this item is for existing software that may be existing or is developed during the contract period by other contract mechanisms.

Question 3: Are off-shore application developers/engineers permitted?

Answer:
Executive Order 2011-12k does not allow oversea services to be used.


6/8/20

ITB: 303-21

Question: 
3. The ITB states that there are approximately 290,000 intersections which the state will supply the unique IDs for.  Do you have an approximate count for the intersection approaches as well?

Answer: 
Approximately 920,000 approaches

6/8/20

ITB: 303-21

Question: 
2. Could historic street view imagery be referenced for intersection and approach processing? Assuming the most recent available data is used, how many years old can reference material be to process the data. Would data from 2006 be acceptable given Ohio directly links to such historic aerial imagery?
Answer: 
Ohio has collected statewide aerial images under 3 separate efforts with the latest effort still processing data collected in 2020 (https://ogrip.oit.ohio.gov/ProjectsInitiatives/StatewideImagery.aspx).  Older street view imagery may be used if the available aerial imagery indicates that the site conditions have not changed since its collection.  Example: Street view is available for 2014. Aerial images were collected in 2013 and 2018.  If the aerial images indicate the intersection has not changed, then street view would be valid for use. 

6/8/20

ITB: 303-21

Question: 
1. Attachment D includes a link to Ohio&#39;s aerial imagery (two vintages, 2006-2010 and 2011-2014). Is Ohio in possession of any street level imagery that they would be able to share with the winner of the contract to aid in the processing of the assets?

Answer:
 Digital Photolog is available to the winner of the contract.  Find out more here: http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/Planning/TechServ/infrastructure/Pages/DigitalPhotolog.aspx
6/8/20

ITB: 580-21

Question: 
Section 6  

ITEM 1-1 Microservice / Application Development  

Are the &#39;use cases&#39; identified to be completed in parallel, serially, or based on dependencies?  
Answer:
This is a RFQ. Statements of work will be sent to those responding vendors that show related expertise to the statement of work in their responses to this RFQ.  There may or may not be parallel statements of work. 
  
Section 6  

ITEM 1-2 Microservice / Application  

Is a list of the current microservices, and/or detailed description available prior to proposal?  

Answer:
This is a new platform and there are currently no production level microservices. 
  
Section 6  

ITEM 1-4 Microserve / Application Support  

What components of support will be required, with what SLAs and over what duration of time?  

  Answer:
Those will be defined in related statements of work. 

  Supplement A. Section 3  

3.3.2.1 Enterprise Document Management Solution (DMS)  

Is there integration today of the DMS and a code repository/tool or configuration management database?  If so, what are the tools?  If not, is this planned for the future and when?  

Answer:
Supplement A & S were attached to the contract as informational content for vendors. Each specific future Statement of Work developed by the ESP team will have specific requirements to be met as a part of Supplement A & S. Documentation for those Supplements should be provided with any future proposals, based on the actual Statements of Work. 

  Supplement A. Section 3  

3.3.2.7 IT Service Management Tool (ServiceNow)  

Is configuring and/or enabling ServiceNow services considered &#39;in scope&#39; for this RFQ?  If so can you inform us of which services?  

Supplement A & S were attached to the contract as informational content for vendors. Each specific future Statement of Work developed by the ESP team will have specific requirements to be met as a part of Supplement A & S. Documentation for those Supplements should be provided with any future proposals, based on the actual Statements of Work.  


Would ODOT be open to other open source tools that Slalom might suggest as a better fit?  
Answer:
These suggestions may be submitted in your response to this RFQ.

6/8/20

ITB: 580-21

Question: 
Can we submit everything electronically? Does just the pricing sheet need to be submitted in physical form? Please clarify.

Answer: From the first page of the RFP
          Send Complete Bid Packages To:
           contracts.purchasing@dot.ohio.gov
6/5/20

ITB: 303-21

Question: 
For the following information in Section 2: 
Bidders shall possess and demonstrate, through written proposal content, knowledge of the data collection industry. The offeror should be experienced in the transportation asset data collection.  What exactly is being asked of for written proposal content.  There is no clear direction? 
and spatial data.

Answer:
Bidders should describe how the data required for this project will be collected.  They may include experience on previous projects. 
6/5/20

ITB: 303-21

Question: 
1. Do they have aerial imagery available to us remotely for a cost or free?  If so, what portion of the state is covered, and at what resolution?  Are there any known holes, gaps, or imagery failures/bad spots/etc? 

2. Do they have vehicle collected imagery available to us remotely for a cost or free?    If so, what portion of the state is covered, and at what resolution?  Are there any known holes, gaps, or imagery failures/bad spots/etc? 

3. Do they use publicly available free vehicle collected imagery internally for work purposes, or is it discouraged?  Are there any legal issues with using free, publicly available imagery for this task?  


Answer:

6/5/20

ITB: 303-21

Question: 
Can ODOT please provide data for a sample LBRS integrated county including LRS, road characteristics inventory data, rail crossing data, bridge inventory, bike/ped datasets, signal inventory, sign inventory, 

Answer:
ODOT data is made publicly available through TIMS.  If an county has been integrated, TIMS information will be located based on data collected with LBRS.

https://gis.dot.state.oh.us/tims/Data/Download
More information about the LBRS integration process can be found here:
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/lbrs/Pages/default.aspx
6/5/20

ITB: 303-21

Does ODOT have van photo/video logs available for this project?

Answer:

Ohio aerial imagery can be downloaded from OGRIP’s website: https://ogrip.oit.ohio.gov/ProjectsInitiatives/StatewideImagery.aspx

Ohio photo logs are publicly available here: https://pathweb.pathwayservices.com/ohiopublic/

-This is mainly limited to ODOT Maintained roadways

-Coverage map can be seen in map after selecting a location in the Find Road Section.

ODOT photo logs are collected on a two-year cycle and there is potential to coordinate data collection with this project.

OSIP III data collection is complete. This projects still is conducting QA/QC on some of the data collected.  There is no future effort planned at this time.

6/4/20

ITB: 303-21

Question: 
Would the State of Ohio DOT consider extending the due date for the ITB no. 303-21, title: Model Inventory of Roadway Elements? 
An extension of a hard copy submission would allow time for shipping and a complete responsive submission.

Adams County has been posted on the FTP site:

ftp://ftp.dot.state.oh.us/pub/Safety/ITB_303-21/
Intersection Data - RIMS_INTERSECTION

-INTERSECTI in the Shapefile is the Intersection ID

Approach Data - RIMS_CROSS_ROUTE_LEGS

-INTERSECTI in the Shapefile is the Intersection ID

-CROSS_RO_1 in the Shapefile is the APPROACH_ID

Additional information has been provided for the intersection approaches than outlined in the scope document that may be helpful.

CROSS_ROUTE_ID – provides an internal linkage between RIMS_INTERSECTION Table and RIMS_CROSS_ROUTE_LEGS.

NLFID – See TIMS Website link below

CTL_BEGIN_NBR – See TIMS Website link below

CTL_END_NBR – See TIMS Website link below

CTL_NBR – Center logpoint of the intersection for that approach

SEGMENT_LENGTH – See TIMS Website link below

LEG_DIRECTION – Identifies if the leg is in the direction of the digitization or opposite of the digitization

TIMS Website - https://gis.dot.state.oh.us/tims/Glossary
6/4/21

ITB: 303-21

Question: 
Please confirm that all of ODOT’s imagery (e.g. aerials, photologs, etc.) are available to the public.  If so, what is the extent of the imagery and what is the format?   

Does ODOT have plans to collect any additional imagery during the period of performance of this contract and if so, can this be available to the public and on what schedule?
Answer:
ODOT photo logs are collected on a two year cycle and there is potential to coordinate data collection with this project.

OSIP III data collection is complete. This projects still is conducting QA/QC on some of the data collected.  There is no future effort planned at this time.

6/4/20

ITB: 580-21

Question: 
On the &quot;INSTRUCTIONS, TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR BIDDING&quot; page, section 2, it says &quot;...Signature Page, a __ of this entire RFQ document, media device with a completed Excel pricing ...&quot; 
Shall we include the entire RFQ in our response? If yes, can it be an addendum or is it preferred to be integrated? Also, can the Pricing be a separate Excel file within the email submission? or must it be on a &quot;media device&quot; such as thumb drive?

Answer:
There is no pricing page submitted in an RFP.

The terms and conditions are boilerplate for every bid and may not apply to an RFP.

6/4/20

ITB: 303-21

Question: 
Are we able to obtain a shapefile for any one of the counties listed?


Answer:

Ohio aerial imagery can be downloaded from OGRIP’s website: https://ogrip.oit.ohio.gov/ProjectsInitiatives/StatewideImagery.aspx

Ohio photo logs are publicly available here: https://pathweb.pathwayservices.com/ohiopublic/

-This is mainly limited to ODOT Maintained roadways

-Coverage map can be seen in map after selecting a location in the Find Road Section.

ODOT photo logs are collected on a two-year cycle and there is potential to coordinate data collection with this project.

OSIP III data collection is complete. This projects still is conducting QA/QC on some of the data collected.  There is no future effort planned at this time.

6/3/20

ITB: 303-21

Question: 
Can the shape file of all the intersection locations be provided for review?  

Also, are all intersections accessible by car on the public roads or are there any expected to be pedestrian only? 

Answer:
Ohio aerial imagery can be downloaded from OGRIP’s website: https://ogrip.oit.ohio.gov/ProjectsInitiatives/StatewideImagery.aspx

Ohio photo logs are publicly available here: https://pathweb.pathwayservices.com/ohiopublic/

-This is mainly limited to ODOT Maintained roadways

-Coverage map can be seen in map after selecting a location in the Find Road Section.

ODOT photo logs are collected on a two-year cycle and there is potential to coordinate data collection with this project.

OSIP III data collection is complete. This projects still is conducting QA/QC on some of the data collected.  There is no future effort planned at this time.

Answer:

5/27/20

ITB: 580-21

Question: 
Are Word document versions of the matrices available? If so, how may we obtain copies?

Answer: EXCEL Spreadsheets are attached. 

5/27/20

ITB: 580-21

Question: 
PDF pp 6-7: For our responses to select prompts for Team/Staff Experience, is it acceptable to provide these as additional sections within our Descriptive Literature?

Modified: 5/27/2020 12:00:00 PM

Answer: It is not specified how this information is to be organized. All specific sections should be noted as to what they are responding / referring to.

5/27/20

ITB: 580-21

Question: 
Can you please clarify how we should supply resumes? PDF pg 2 states that we should provide a 1-page team lead resume per expertise area. Can you please confirm this should correspond 1:1 with the Expertise Matrix (Appendix A)? 


Answer: Yes. A 1-page team lead resume corresponding with associated topics in the Expertise Matrix should be provided. 

5/27/20

ITB: 580-21

Question: 
Can you please clarify if we should reply to prompts on Supplement A? If we are to reply to Supplement A prompts, is it permissible to attach additional pages to capture our responses?
Answer: Supplement A and S are for informational purposes as part of the requirements for this RFQ. As statements of work and proposals are generated based off of this RFQ, those Supplements will need to be addressed during that later time for each subsequent proposal. 

5/27/20

ITB: 580-21

Question: 
PDF pg 71 explains the pricing Excel file should also be submitted via a physical means – can you please confirm this submission should only be provided via email and that no physical/hard copy is required?
Answer:
All information is to be sent to the link on the bottom of page 1 of the bid:


Contracts.purchasing@dot.ohio.gov

5/27/20

ITB: 580-21

Question: 
Is it expected the Responder have a complete solution to every section listed or the sections that they are proposing a solution for?  For instance, VoIP training is not part of our solution, but we can integrate to it.  Is it assumed we would contract with a partner to deliver this portion of the RFP response?
Answer: Supplements A and S only list items that the responder should be aware of for this RFQ for information purposes only. Any statements of work generated based on this RFQ will require the responders to address specific sections of the Supplements at those later dates.  

5/27/20

ITB: 580-21

Question: 
Should we embed the Pricing spreadsheet&#39;s response into the Response document? 
Terms and Conditions for Submitting Excel Pricing File in Bid Package pg.71
Answer:

5/27/20

ITB: 580-21

Question: 
Where should we respond to the RFQ?  In the PDF, or in a separate document?
Answer:

5/22/20

ITB: 303-21

Question: 
Is the selected vendor required to accept payment via the Ohio Payment Card for this project?

Answer:
The Contract does not require the awarded vendor to accept a payment card.
5/22/20

Question: 
Is the Buy Ohio/Buy America certification statement form applicable to this RFP? If yes, where can we find the correct form?

Answer:
This is considered a Service Contract.  Buy Ohio is not required.
5/21/20

ITB: 415-21

Question: 
Are anchor bolts required to be provided with each of the poles on this contract?

Answer: Yes, From the ITB below:
27 total poles as described above.

Signal and sign poles shall be provided with all items/accessories shown on the below linked drawings, including hand hole covers, pole caps, lightning arrestor, and plugs for blind half couplings. Strain clamps, tether caps, and all other covers/accessories shall be provided with Strain Poles. 
Anchor bolts and connector bolts shall be provided with standard steel hex nuts, leveling nuts, and plain washers per applicable Standard Construction Drawing
5/21/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
Section 7.9 Minimum delivery.  Are there penalties for not meeting this language?

Answer:  It is the Department’s expectation that vendors will meet all terms and conditions of the contract.  So while each paragraph or section may not have a specific “penalty” associated with it, any violation of a term or condition invites opportunities for consequences.  See Standard Contract Terms and Conditions, Section 21
5/20/2020

ITB 415-21

1.) Question:
Painting: There is no painting of any poles. All poles will be galvanized.

Vendor shall submit pole shop drawings conforming to specification at time of bid. Yes
Do we need this in the bid? Yes
2.) Question: 


On page 8 of the Invitation, the second to the last line of section 7, says “Painting”.  Are any of these items on this project to be Painted over Galvanizing or are all items Galvanized Only? No painting. Galvanized only.

3.) Question: 


It appears the Strain Poles and Sign Supports are to be bid to the Newest AASHTO design requirements ODOT has adopted in April of this year; however, the Mast Arm supports have not.  Can you confirm the TC-81.21 Des ** Supports are to be designed using the SCDs dated 1/18/2019, in lieu of the newer designs TC-81.22 dated 4/17/2020? Follow the older standard under TC-81.21
4.) Question: 


Plan sheet 8 notes that the vendor shall submit pole shop drawings by bid time. The manufacturer will only commit to engineering design time after a formal purchase order is received, full project pole drawings / pole chart with all required couplings accessories, etc. and will provide submittal drawings in 7-10 working days. Would this be acceptable to ODOT? Within ten working days is acceptable to ODOT.

5.) Question: 


Plan sheet 8 calls for the poles to be painted without giving further details, please advise on whether the structures are to painted and details on color / painting process. No painting. Poles will be galvanized only.

5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
Rootstown Township is listed twice in Portage county. Please confirm it should be listed once for 975 tons.

Answer:
Answered in Addendum 1 with revised pricing page.
5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
Page 50 still calls out the 19-20 Winter season, will this need to be revised?  
Also on the pricing spreadsheet, the Columns H, I &amp; J row 163 still call out 2018, will this need to be revised? 

Answer:
Answered in Addendum 1 with revised pricing page
5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
Confirm tonnage for Village of Lyons- currently listed for 8 tons.

Answer:
Answered in Addendum 1 with revised pricing page
5/19/20

ITB: 415-21

Question: 
Plan sheet 8 notes that the vendor shall submit pole shop drawings by bid time. The manufacturer will only commit to engineering design time after a formal purchase order is received, full project pole drawings / pole chart with all required couplings accessories, etc. and will provide submittal drawings in 7-10 working days. Would this be acceptable to ODOT? 

Answer:

5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
The Village of Fairport Harbor is listed twice in Lake County on the pricing sheet. Please confirm it should be listed once for 375 tons.

Answer:
Answered in Addendum 1 with revised pricing page
5/19/20

ITB: 415-21

Question: 
Plan sheet 8 calls for the poles to be painted without giving further details, please advise on whether the structures are to painted and details on color / painting process. 

Answer:

5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
Please confirm the correct name of the Political subdivision on line 206 in the pricing sheet. Entity is listed as &quot;other.&quot;

Answer:
Answered in Addendum 1 with revised pricing page
5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
The village of Hicksville is listed twice in Defiance County on the pricing sheet. Please confirm the Village of Hicksville should be listed once for 100 tons. 


Answer:
Answered in Addendum 1 with revised pricing page

5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
4.) New this year is Section 8.2 Invoice Adjustments/Payments (Credits).  The documents state a 15-day window for payments to be made to ODOT.  Can this window be extended in case of disputes?

Answer:
Answered in Addendum 1 with revised pricing page
5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
3.) For a bid to be accepted, does a conveyor price need to be submitted?

Answer:
Answered in Addendum 1 with revised pricing page
5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
Theoretically speaking, what are the penalties (if any) if the stockpile inventory requirement deadlines are not met?


Answer:

5/19/20

ITB: 415-21

Question: 
On page 8 of the Invitation, the second to the last line of section 7, says “Painting”.  Are any of these items on this project to be Painted over Galvanizing or are all items Galvanized Only?

Answer:

5/19/20

ITB: 415-21

Question: 
It appears the Strain Poles and Sign Supports are to be bid to the Newest AASHTO design requirements ODOT has adopted in April of this year; however, the Mast Arm supports have not.  Can you confirm the TC-81.21 Des ** Supports are to be designed using the SCDs dated 1/18/2019, in lieu of the newer designs TC-81.22 dated 4/17/2020?

Answer:

5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
On the pricing spreadsheet, are these lines duplicates or should they be considered separate entities?  Each line has identical tons and contact information. 

Lines 130 &amp; 131 for Hicksville 
Lines 256 &amp; 261 for Fairport Harbor 
Lines 435 &amp; 436 for Rootstown Township 
Lines 507 &amp; 508 for Sugarcreek 
Lines 509 &amp; 510 for Tuscarawas 

Answer:
Answered in Addendum 1 with revised pricing page
5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
The bid pricing sheet states City of Uhrichsville is in Adams County, the address provided shows it is in Tuscarawas County. Please clarify which jurisdiction Uhrichsville falls under. 

Answer:
Answered in Addendum 1 with revised pricing page
5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
We understand this year’s bid is via email only per the first page.  The documents are still showing the old method of submission.  Will this be updated/changed?

 Answer: 
The standard language might contain language for still submitting paper bid. Please disregard, and submit the bid electronically as directed on the first page.
5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
4.) New this year is Section 8.2 Invoice Adjustments/Payments (Credits).  The documents state a 15-day window for payments to be made to ODOT.  Can this window be extended in case of disputes?

Answer:

5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
3.) For a bid to be accepted, does a conveyor price need to be submitted?

Answer:

5/19/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
2.) Will the Excel pricing spreadsheet be updated to reflect the correct dates for inventory deadlines (currently show 2018)?

Answer:

5/18/20

ITB: 166-21

Question: 
this ITB was for 100 sheets .100 x 48 x 120 aluminum sheet. 
when i go to the site to pull up the pricing excel sheet to bid it, it shows more than just that one item. 
I am trying to submit my pricing, but do not know how to complete it given this discrepancy 

Answer: 
Section 11 of the ITB states award is for all six items,
5/18/20

ITB: 172-21

Question: 
Where do i find the &quot;FLUIDS &amp; LUBRICANTS&quot; tab?

Answer:
An addendum was issued providing a revised pricing page.
5/15/20

ITB: 092-21

Question: 
On page 12 section 15: Contract Duration, the effective date is 7/1/18 - 6/30/20.  

Should it be 7/1/20 - 6/30/22?
Answer:
YES

5/13/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
On the ODOT delivery locations tab, rows highlighted in blue indicate a new location or change in information.  Can you verify the information below? 

District 3 - West Salem - Is this a new location or a change from Old Lincoln Way? NEW LOCATION.   (Old Lincoln Way is not on contract)

District 6 - Jeffersonville - Is this a new location or a change from 77 N Main Street?  NEW LOCATION.   (77 N. Main Street is not on contract)

District 6 - Marysville - Is this a new location or a change from 402 Chestnut Street?   NEW LOCATION.   (402 Chestnut Street is not on contract)

5/13/20

ITB: 018-21

Question: 
will this be a public bid opening? 

Answer:
There will not be a Public Opening.  The Department will Email pricing shortly after the bid opening.
5/12/20

ITB: 166-21

Question: 
How  many  total  sheets are you expecting to order? 
What was the  last  price  paid/sheet  size?

Answer: Estimated Quantity should be listed on the pricing page. The below is pricing information from our current contract. 
1            48" x 120" x .080 - Sheet Aluminum                      $93.38  

2            48" x 120" x .100 - Sheet Aluminum                      $117.16              

3            30" x 120" x .080 - Sheet Aluminum                      $58.52  

4            48" x 120" x .125 - Sheet Aluminum                      $150.50              

5            24" x 120" x .080 - Sheet Aluminum                      $46.92  

6            36" x 120" x .080 - Sheet Aluminum                      $71.40  

5/6/20

ITB: 066-21 (Aviation Fuels)

Question: 
What date do you want pricing for ? 

Answer:
The contract will be in effect from 7/1/20 through 6/30/22

5/4/2020

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, bids may be submitted electronically @ ODOT Office of Contracts Contracts.purchasing@dot.state.oh.us
All responses must be emailed as PDF or Word documents and the pricing page(s) should be in the original Excel format.
 4/21/20

ITB: 464-21

Question: 
Under Section E working tools it asks for a manufacture&#39;s standard digger bucket. We can get all different size buckets and manufacture&#39;s don&#39;t have a standard size. What size would ODOT want?

Answer:
Provide a minimum of a 24-inch bucket
4/20/20

ITB: 059-21

Question: 
Can bidders submit online instead of mail in person due to COVID?
Answer:

4/20/20
ITB: 059-21

Question: 
Will ODOT accept electronic signatures due to the current COVID situation?

Answer:

4/20/20

ITB: 310-21

Question: 
The trucks that ODOT is purchasing to have the factory mount, are these trucks FOB the factory that is doing the install?  
Concerned about the freight part of this as we have freight figured in our bid to return FOB ODOT final destination

Answer:  The intent was for ODOT to purchase the cab & chassis with the required wheelbase, cab to axle, cab to trunnion distance, front GAWR, rear GAWR and overall GVWR along with any other specific truck requirements for the distributor supplied in the final bid, by the bidders on 310-21. The awarded vendor(s) from 310-21 will install the distributor and deliver the complete unit to the district who is purchasing the unit(s). 
4/20/20

ITB: 537-21

Question: 
I was informed that we can submit digitally by the due date.  That said,  I do not see this noted in the Q&amp;A at current time?  Is it correct that this Bid can be digitally submitted due to the COVID-19 impacts?

Answer:
Yes. Digital bids are acceptable for this RFP.
4/20/20

ITB: 059-21

Question: 
If a hard rock layer, water, or granular material are present this greatly affects pricing and the type of operation in general. What geotechnical assumptions are we to base our pricing?

Answer: Answer:  Assume conditions will be relatively dry, not requiring wet construction methods; minimal granular soil assumed not to cave, bedrock strength less than 7,500 psi. 
4/20/20

ITB: 059-21

Question: 
Please clarify traffic control duties. for example, due to the nature of slip repair projects, one lane closures per ODOT standard traffic drawing 96.11 are frequently used. If this is required, how is this to be paid for?  

Answer:

4/20/20

ITB: 059-21

Question: 
Will the contractor be required to obtain certified waste areas for waste materials or will the department have a site already permitted available in some proximity?

Answer:  Contractor will be responsible for waste materials.

4/15/20

ITB: 537-21

Question: 
After reviewing the ITB document several times we could not find the number of hard copies of proposals that ODOT wants respondents to provide. The document does state that we should provide one hard copy of the pricing sheet, so should we provide one copy of our proposal document?

Answer:

4/15/20

572-21

1. Is this a set aside preference for Ohio / Border State Service contract? 
Answer:
No,  this is an open contract with no preference

2. On page 16 item 7 indicates the Department accepts hand delivered & mailed bid packages only. Please verify if electronic upload to the specified site is permitted 

Answer:
You can email your response to the DOT email before the cutoff date and time

3. Will all the required resumes of the Project Team count toward to the 20 page (now revised to 30 at the pre-proposal conference) response limit? It seems to be unrealistic please clarify?   
Answer:
30 pages includes all documents for the response.
4/15/20

ITB: 059-21

Question: 
1.  Section 7.2 (Plate Piles)  States that pay will be accepted for plate pile quantities on a Square Yard basis.  Item C in the pricing worksheet asks for unit rates on a Square Foot basis.  Should unit rates be provided on a Sq Ft of Sq Yd basis? 

Answer:

2.  Geopier SRT technology is proprietary to Geopier Foundation Company. Contractors that want to submit a bid on this item should contact Geopier Foundation Company.

Answer:

4/14/20

ITB: 059-21

Question: 
Is a specification and measurement and payment information available for “Excavation and Embankment”?

Answer:

4/14/20

ITB: 059-21

Question: 
Permanent Soil Nail Method of Payment:  The specifications states the unit of measure will be “Linear Feet”.  The pricing spreadsheet has the Item listed as “Each”.  We assume it should be Each to match up with previous contracts.  Is this interpretation correct?

Answer:
 Above the pricing box, the range is addressed in Linear Feet.  Linear Feet will be the method of payment for this Option.    The pricing page is being updated on the ITB site to reflect this correction.  

4/14/20

ITB: 059-21

Question: 
What warranty is required for the work completed on this contract?

Answer:
Typically, we do not express warranties, but figure the product or work needs to be to our satisfaction to sign off.  If a material fails, we generally reach out to the vendor to discuss the issue and work within the terms of the contract to correct any defects.

4/10/20

ITB: 059-21

Question: 
1. What is the required Factor of Safety for repaired slopes?  

Answer:
 Minimum FS =1.30* (*Note that minimum FS = 1.50 if supporting a structure)

2. What is the steepest slope inclination (2:1, 2.5:1, etc.) that should be assumed for this slide repair contract?  

Answer:
2:1

4/9/20

ITB: 576-21 (OBU Workforce Training Program)

Question: 
Brandmotion Solutions LLC would like to submit the following questions for 576-21: 


1) We have formed our consultant team for this important project and  we are asking if there is more information available as to the scope and requirements for this  project, specifically the intended educational audience(s), total number or range of participants , and if  there is a favored training location(s).  


2) e-learning training is a required development task. Does ODOT have an existing Learning Management System that should be used as a basis or target for our e-learning curriculum development?  


3) In light of these challenging times, as many states including Ohio are appropriately under a &quot;stay at home&quot; order, our team wants to confirm that the deadline of April 21, 2020  is still valid?4) For the above mentioned concerns, we would like to ask ODOT to consider an electronic submission for our response to your Invitation to Bid.

4/9/20

ITB: 572-21 (Innerbelt Excess Land Sale Auctioneer)

Question: 
1.) Please provide the ODOT Code or Legislative rules which outline and govern the procedures, policies &amp; processes necessary for disposing of surplus parcels for sale? 

Answer:

2.) Please provide the third party evaluations for each and the total number of the parcels to be sold?  

Answer:

3.) Other than the standard buyer closing costs in that region, will the successful bidders be responsible for any additional costs and or fees to close the transaction(s) e.g. costs of the engineering, surveys, environmental, title reports and other third party reports? 

Answer:

4.) Does the Department presently have current third party professional reports for each property / parcel within the last 12 months or are they dated later than the last 12 months? 

Answer:

5.) Please verify current Zoning as Industrial or as another zoning classification? 

Answer:

6.) Please clarify which is the “Offeror Certification Form” required to be submitted? Is that the first page of the 38 page RFP? 

Answer:
7.) Is this a set aside preference for Ohio / Border State Service contract?  

Answer:

8.) Does the Department have any recorded deed restrictions for the subject properties / parcels anticipated to be auctioned? If so, please provide an example. 

Answer:

9.) On page 15 item 3 (what needs included in Bid Package) refers to a hard copy print out of the entire invitation to bid document…...excel pricing page. Other areas indicated differently please verify and clarify if these requirements pertain to the subject RFP? 

Answer:

10.) On page 16 item 7 indicates the Department accepts hand delivered &amp; mailed bid packages only. Please verify if electronic upload to the specified site is permitted 

Answer:

11.) Will all the required resumes of the Project Team count toward to the 20 page response limit? It seems to be unrealistic please clarify? 
Answer:

12.) Does the Department have a preferred approved Title Company Vendor? If so, can you please provide their contact information? 
Answer:

13.) Will an online secure bidding platform auction of the parcels be permitted especially in light of what we are dealing with as a Country and Nation with the COVID-19 pandemic? 
Answer:
14.) Will the Department permit an approved and bonded Title Company to hold all deposits and funds until closing? 
Answer:

4/7/20

ITB: 076-21

Question: 
On item FOA-D-6 XFM-HD Trunk MTP (non-pinned) to MTP (non-pinned)- XXX feet (12 Fiber) what is the footage for this assembly. We cannot price this item without a length.
Answer:   
4/7/20

ITB: 537-21

Question: 
if we propose “additional offerings” should we include pricing for those additional items in the core bid pricing, or can we include them as optional add-on costs?  

Answer:  If a proposer’s pricing structure is amenable, “additional offerings” may be listed with separate prices if they are truly surplus to the specific requirements of the RFP.  However, if ODOT considers said offering to be integral to the requirements of the RFP we would add the additional price to the base price when calculating the pricing score.
4/7/20

ITB: 537-21

Question: 
On page 3, under Data, item a: how does ODOT define user class? 

Answer:    Required user classes are those defined in item d. of the Proposal Purpose.  Item c. of the Data section lists additional user classes, those not listed in the Proposal Purpose will be considered “additional offerings” should they exist.
4/7/20

ITB: 537-21

Question: 
Item #14 on page 15 of the RFP states, &quot;A bidder must complete the enclosed Buy Ohio/Buy America Certification Statement form to be eligible to receive any applicable bid preferences.&quot; We do not see the &quot;Buy Ohio/Buy America form included in the RFP.

Answer:

4/7/20

ITB: 537-21

Question: 
Will ODOT consider accepting responses electronically via ODOTs procurement portal or emailed PDF (as oppose to being required to print and ship) given COVID-19 related directives to limit contact/stay home?

Answer:

3/30/20

ITB: 076-21

Question: 
Are we allowed to quote the new AFL 90S+ and 90R+ splicer&#39;s that will be replacing the 70S+ and 70R+ that are currently on the bid? 

Answer:

3/19/2020

ITB: 605-20

Question: 
Will the RFI date be extended due to the COVID-19 pandemic?

The RFI will not be extended at this time.
3/10/20

ITB: 605-20

Question: 
The RFI references an appendix including the locations. Where can we obtain the Appendix and any affiliated documents pertaining to 605-20

Answer:
The map can be found at this site:


http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/Facilities/Facilities/RestAreas/Pages/default.aspx 

ITB: 050-21

Question: 
What are the tail numbers for the aircraft in which the engines are going on? Also, will all these engines be purchased at once, or will they be ordered though out the year.  Please advise. 

Answer:

	65HP
	GA8-TC320-18-247
	GA8-TC320
	1905
	 
	TIO-540-AH1A
	ENPL-10490
	300HP

	311HP
	18280919
	182S
	2000
	 
	IO-540-AB1A5
	HENPL-RT9544
	230HP

	715HP
	18280921
	182S
	2000
	 
	IO-540-AB1A5
	HENPL-RT9544
	230HP

	910HP
	18281012
	182T
	2001
	 
	IO-540-AB1A5
	HENPL-RT10231
	230HP

	113HP
	18281159
	182T
	2002
	 
	IO-540-AB1A5
	HENPL-RT10766
	230HP

	12HP
	18281158
	182T
	2002
	 
	IO-540-AB1A5
	HENPL-RT10766
	230HP

	18HP
	18281071
	182T
	2002
	 
	IO-540-AB1A5
	HENPL-RT10231
	230HP

	6HP
	18281070
	182T
	2002
	 
	IO-540-AB1A5
	HENPL-RT10231
	230HP

	19HP
	18281266
	182T
	2003
	 
	IO-540-AB1A5
	HENPL-RT10231
	230HP

	17HP
	18281436
	182T
	2004
	 
	IO-540-AB1A5
	HENPL-RT10221
	230HP

	514HP
	18281651
	182T
	2005
	 
	IO-540-AB1A5
	HENPL-RT10221
	230HP

	716HP
	18281581
	182T
	2005
	 
	IO-540-AB1A5
	RENPL-RT10221
	230HP

	856H
	256-06
	P68 OBS
	1982
	 
	I0-360-A1B6
	HENPL-RT8622
	200HP

	490NR
	281
	P68C
	1982
	 
	I0-360-A1B6
	HENPL-RT8622
	200HP

	480NR
	345
	P68C
	1985
	 
	I0-360-A1B6
	HENPL-RT8622
	200HP


2/13/20

ITB: 604-20

Question: 
We just became aware of this RFI and very much desires to respond as we have a long experiential history in Central Ohio with our teammates Volpe, AFRL, and ODOT on the Mobile Ground Based Detect and Avoid platform known as SkyVision! Based on our experience in Ohio and our pursuance of RDT capabilities elsewhere, we are aggressively preparing to answer all requirements of the RFI from both an operational and technical standpoint. However, we find it challenging within this timeframe to provide a credible ROM costing of systems and services needed to fully realize Remote Towers as a UAM Platform in Ohio. Therefore, we request an extension of two (2) weeks to the February 17th, 2020 response date.

Answer:

2/13/20

ITB: 604-20

“Minimum Requirements for FAA Remote Towers (R-TWR)” – 

Answer:
The proposer should include all products and services that could meet the FAA requirements. If the respondent is unsure what the requirements are the respondent should query the FAA to find the minimum requirements.
“Minimum Requirements for UAS Operations at R-TWR Facilities”? 

Answer:
The proposer should include all products and services that could meet the FAA requirements. If the respondent is unsure what the requirements are the respondent should query the FAA to find the minimum requirements or interpret the needs of UAS detection and operation in close proximity to airports and respond accordingly.
Is DriveOhio looking for respondents to propose system solutions and to describe their minimum requirements?   

Answer:
Yes

Has the FAA published minimum requirements of best practices for Remote Tower solutions?  If so, can you provide a link?  

Answer:
No except that the R-TWR needs to meet the same standards a traditional manned ATC tower would meet. Some examples include:

https://www.codot.gov/programs/remote-tower
https://www.leesburgva.gov/government/departments/airport/remote-air-traffic-control-tower
PBQ-Answers
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Executive Summary





State of Ohio agencies are required to identify each information system that contains, processes, and transmits state data and information and to prepare and implement a plan for the security and privacy of these systems.  The objective of system security planning is to improve protection of information technology (IT) resources.  All State of Ohio systems have some level of sensitivity, and require protection as part of best management practices.  The protection of a system must be documented in a system security plan. 

The security plan is viewed as documentation of the structured process of planning adequate, cost-effective security protection for a system.  It reflects input from management responsible for the system, including information owners, the system operator, the system security manager, and system administrators.  



This System Security Plan (SSP) provides an overview of the security requirements for <System Name> and the associated controls document describes the controls in place or planned for implementation to provide a level of security appropriate for the information processed as of the date indicated.



Note: The SSP is a living document that will be updated periodically to incorporate new and/or modified security. The plan will be revised as the changes occur to the system, the data or the technical environment in which the system operates.

































Change/Review Record

 



This [Insert System Name Here] System Security Plan (SSP) is a living document that is changed as required to reflect system, operational, or organizational changes.  Modifications made to this document are recorded in the Change/Review Record below.  Reviews made as part of the assessment process should also be recorded below.  This history shall be maintained throughout the life of the document. 

 



		Version

Number

		Date

		Description of Change/Revision

		Section/Pages

Affected

		Changes Made

by Name/Title/

 Organization



		1.0

		[Insert Update Date Here]

		Template Created

		All

		[Insert Name/Title/Team]



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 







































System Security Plan Approval Signatures

 

 

I have reviewed the [Insert System Name Here] System Security Plan and accept the analysis and findings within.

 



		___________________________________

		_______________



		[Insert Name Here]

		Date



		System Owner

		



		

		



		

		























































1. Information System Name/Title: 

· Unique identifier and name given to the system. 

 

2. Information System Categorization/Security Risks and Concerns: 

· To identify the information system categorization in reference with FIPS-199. The information gathered from the data classification and risk assessment will provide the details necessary to select the appropriate level.  

 

		 

		LOW 

		 

		MODERATE 

		 

		HIGH 







·  Please provide describe the security risks and concerns within this section.  



3. Information System Owner: 

· Name, title, agency, address, email address, and phone number of person who owns the system. 

 

4. Authorizing Official: 

· Name, title, agency, address, email address, and phone number of the senior management official designated as the authorizing official. 

 

5. Other Designated Contacts: 

· List other key personnel, if applicable; include their title, address, email address, and phone number. 

 

6. Assignment of Security Responsibility: 

· Name, title, address, email address, and phone number of person who is responsible for the security of the system. 

 

7. Information System Operational Status: 

· Indicate the operational status of the system. If more than one status is selected, list which part of the system is covered under each status. 

 

		 

		Operational 

		 

		Under 

Development 

		 

		Major 

Modification 





 	  



















8. General System Description/Purpose 

	• 	Describe the function or purpose of the system and the information processes. 

 

		 





 

9. System Environment 

• 	Provide a general description of the technical system. Include the primary hardware, software, communications equipment, infrastructure architecture, security processes.



· Detail the technical specifics to satisfy the following Network segmentation, Perimeter security, Application security and data sensitivity classification, PHI and PII data elements, Intrusion management, Monitoring and reporting, Host hardening, Remote access, Encryption, State-wide active directory services for authentication, Interface security, Security test procedures, Managing network security devices, Security patch management, Detailed diagrams depicting all security-related devices and subsystems and their relationships with other systems for which they provide controls and Secure communications over the Internet.



		 





 

10. System Interconnections/Information Sharing 

• 	List interconnected systems and system identifiers (if appropriate), provide the system, name, organization, system type (major application or general support system), indicate if there is an ISA/MOU/MOA on file, date of agreement to interconnect, FIPS 199 category, C&A status, and the name of the authorizing official. 

 

		System Name 

		Organization 

		Type 

		Agreement 

(ISA/MOU/MOA)

		Date

of Agreement

		Categorization

Level 



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 





 

11. Related Laws/Regulations/Policies/Guidelines 

• 	List any laws or regulations that establish specific requirements for the confidentiality, integrity, or availability of the data in the system. 

 

12. Security Controls Document – Attachment A of System Security Plan

Please provide a controls document with the appropriate selection of a minimum or in place security control baseline based on the system categorization (low, moderate, and high-impact) or tailored controls in the organizations framework format (NIST SP 800-53, ISO27001, COBIT, etc.). 



The document must contain a thorough description of how all the minimum or in place security controls within the applicable baseline or control tailoring are being implemented or planned to be implemented. 



The description should contain:

· Security control title 

· How the security control is being implemented or planned to be implemented.

· Any scoping guidance that has been applied and what type of consideration.

· Indicate if the security control is a common control and who is responsible for its implementation.

· Logical security controls (privacy, user access and authentication, user permissions, etc.) 

· Technical security controls and security architecture (communications, hardware, data, physical access, software, operating system, encryption, etc.)









13. Information System Security Plan Completion Date: _____________________ 

	• 	Enter the completion date of the plan. 





 

14. Information System Security Plan Approval Date: _______________________ 

• 	Enter the date the system security plan was approved by the system owner and indicate if the approval documentation is attached or on file. 





15. Security System/Project Deliverables

• 	Enter Please list the security specific project deliverables within this section. 



16. Attachment (A) – Security Controls Document
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