
 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

District 3 
 
 

DATE: 

TO: 

September 20, 2018 

File  

FROM: Don Rostofer, District Environmental Coordinator  

SUBJECT: Floodplain Statement of Findings 

PROJECT: RIC-30-11.58 PID 98911 

 
 
Floodplain Affected: Zone AE of Rocky Fork 
 
Description of Project: The proposed project will take place along US 30 and Longview 
Avenue within the City of Mansfield and Madison Township, Richland County, Ohio. The 
project proposes to reconstruct the US 30 pavement and replace the bridges from the 
railroad bridge east of Bowman Road to east of Fifth Avenue, in Mansfield. The work 
includes replacing the mainline pavement, constructing a median barrier and widening 
the outside shoulders of US 30 to meet current design standards, repaving the existing 
SR 13 and SR 545 westbound interchanges; constructing a new SR 13/SR 545 westbound 
interchange between the existing SR 13 and SR 545 interchanges; and repairing and 
repaving East Longview Avenue between SR 13 and SR 545. Additional work includes 
cutting back rock faces along eastbound and westbound US 30 between SR 545 and Fifth 
Avenue, adding vandal protection to all bridges over US 30; providing lighting through 
the corridor; and replacing all project drainage structures and right of way fence. 
Additional permanent and temporary R/W is required to construct this project. Deep 
excavation and utility relocations will also be required during construction of this 
project. The project will require the removal of 4.98 acres of suitable wooded habitat 
for Indiana bats and Northern long-eared bats. Trees will be cut between October 1st 
and March 31st to protect these species during the summer roosting period. The project 
is federally, and state funded. Because of the nature of construction, a maintenance of 
traffic plan (MOT) will be utilized to maintain traffic always during construction. Cross 
overs will be utilized as part of the MOT to avoid closing US 30 during the two-year 
construction cycle. The construction start date is anticipated to be April 1, 2020. Based 
on the attached Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), the project is in the regulated 
floodplain.  Attached is the FIRM showing the floodplain boundary in relation to the 
proposed project. 
 
Why must this project be in the Floodplain? 
An analysis of improvements that avoid the floodplain indicates that they are not 
practicable because the improvements would result in substantial adverse community 
impacts to adjacent homes, businesses, or other improved properties.  These 
improvements will also substantially increase project costs, result in unique 



2 

engineering, traffic, maintenance, safety problems, substantial social, economic, or 
environmental impacts, and will not meet the identified needs of the project. 
 
What alternative sites were considered, if any? 
Three alternative alignments were considered.  None of the alternatives eliminated the 
need to be in the floodplain of Rocky Fork. 
 
Were any mitigation measures utilized on this project? If so, please describe. 
Yes.  During the development of this project, ODOT considered design elements that 
would reduce the construction footprint within the floodplain of Rocky Fork to the 
maximum extent possible. 

 

To the best of my knowledge, this project has complied with all applicable Local, State, 
and Federal Floodplain protection standards. 

 

Print Name: Don Rostofer                        Signature: ____________________________ 
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reflect changes or amendments subsequent to this date and
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This map image is void if the one or more of the following map
elements do not appear: basemap imagery, flood zone labels,
legend, scale bar, map creation date, community identifiers,
FIRM panel number, and FIRM effective date. Map images for
unmapped and unmodernized areas cannot be used for
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