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Issue 26: 2017’s Top 17

2 0 1 7 ’ s To p 1 7 – A c t i v e Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n Mo v e s
Ohio !
This issue of Groundwork celebrates the many active transportation
accomplishments around Ohio last year. We’re are showcasing a mix
of programs, projects and people from all over the Buckeye State. We
are looking forward to hearing about 2018’s successes.
1. The Village of Milan
The Village of Milan near Lake Erie, AKA
Thomas Edison’s birthplace, is making it
safer for school children and all residents
to walk with a Safe Routes to School
project adding sidewalks in its business
district.

2. The City of Cleveland
a nd NOACA
The City of Cleveland and metropolitan
planning organization NOACA worked
together to improve the Detroit-Superior
Bridge for bicyclists by adding bike lanes,
including a protected bike lane on one
side; placing green cautionary paint on the
lanes; and installing the region’s first bike
signals.

3. Cleveland's Safe Route
to School Program
Cleveland’s Safe Routes to School
program expanded its walking school bus
and walk audit trainings to include
volunteers from more than 70 faith-based
and civic organizations to broaden its
reach and increase the number of trained
volunteers. This work is being featured in
an upcoming SRTS National Partnership
webinar on February 20, where you can
learn more.

4. The City of Powell and
Columbus YMCA
In Central Ohio, the City of Powell teamed
up with the local YMCA and others to host
a “Cycling with My Community” bike ride
as part of the YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day. A
local business donated bike helmets and
the Kiwanis Club of Powell donated an
adaptive bicycle for a local child.

5. Age Friendly Columbus
On the other end of the age spectrum, the
new Age Friendly Columbus initiative, coled by metropolitan planning organization
MORPC and the City of Columbus, hosted
a participatory planning process for older
residents in three neighborhoods to
identify and begin implementing needed
pedestrian infrastructure improvements in
their neighborhoods.

6. The City of Oxford
a nd McCullough-Hyde
Memorial Hospital
In Southwest Ohio, the City of Oxford,
Ohio's third Age-Friendly city, partnered
with local hospital McCullough-Hyde
Memorial to fund a sidewalk connection as
part of its new trail. The sidewalk connects
more residents to the University, local
businesses and downtown Oxford.

7. The City of Lima
Residents in the City of Lima have a brand
new multi-use path – the Buttonbrush
Preserve Expansion and Path Project. It

includes nearly two miles of walking trails
that directly connect to the city’s paved
trail system and on-street bike facilities.
The project also includes three pedestrian
bridges, a parking lot and planting trees.

8. The City of Mansfield and
Richland Moves!
Last year the City of Mansfield and
Richland Moves! had two significant
successes – a new trail and launching
Slow Rolls Mansfield. The city’s first, oneand-a-half mile long, multi-use trail
opened in October. The long-term goal is
to connect it to the county-wide B&O multiuse rail-trail and downtown Mansfield. It
also gives participants in Richland Moves!
Slow Roll rides a new place to ride.
Modeled on Slow Roll rides in other
communities, Slow Roll Mansfield rides
are on-road rides led by an experienced
cyclist that go through the city’s diverse
neighborhoods.

9. The City of Dayton and
Dayton Public Schools
The City of Dayton and Dayton Public
Schools are taking their Safe Routes to
School program to the next level with the
creation of a district-wide School Travel
Plan. The Plan’s creation is being led by
Dayton SRTS Coordinator Audrey Logan
who has implemented components of the
plan before it has been completed.
Activities included Bike to School Day and
Walk to School Day events and a pilot of
Girls in Gear, a girls-specific bicycle
education program focused on girls in
middle school.

10. Metro Parks Toledo
A new trail in northwest Ohio is giving
residents a new place to walk and ride.
The nearly mile-and-a-half long Chessie
Circle Trail runs through several
neighborhoods, giving residents quick and
easy access. Metroparks Toledo
estimates more than 1,300 people use the
Chessie Circle Trail weekly.

11. Yay Bikes!
The Professional Development Rides
delivered by Yay Bikes! in 2017 are
continuing to successfully educate people
who design roadways about the needs of
bicyclists through on-road rides. Last year,
Yay Bikes! led 207 professionals and
elected officials in 23 communities on
rides throughout Ohio. The majority of
participants reported a better
understanding of how to design streets for
all road users. Short rides with big impact!

12. The City of
C leveland Heights
The City of Cleveland Heights is educating
and encouraging bicycling for residents of
all ages with its new SRTS-supported,
mobile bike education trailer outfitted with
24 bikes, helmets and an air compressor
that travels to schools to teach safe
cycling in PE classes. And, cyclists who
ride on Cedar Road are now safer thanks
to a separated, multi-use trail that
connects Cleveland Heights with
University Circle and other parts of
Cleveland.

13. The City of Oakwood
The City of Oakwood and metropolitan
planning organization MVRPC
implemented a road diet on a dangerous
local road. It featured reducing the
number of motor vehicle travel lanes,
while adding two pedestrian crossings,
bike lanes and left turn lanes. This
combination of countermeasures makes it
safer for all road users.

14. Ohio Action Institute,
ODOT and ODH 
Last year, people from nine communities
around the state attended the inaugural
Ohio Action Institute hosted by the Ohio
Department of Health’s Creating Healthy
Communities Program and the Ohio
Department of Transportation’s Active
Transportation Program. The goal was to
empower people and communities to
embrace active transportation safety by
giving them the tools to go home, work
together and make it safer to walk, bike
and bus. Participants were from the cities
of Portsmouth, Toledo, as well as Lorain,
Athens, Knox, Marion, Perry, Montgomery
and Tuscarawas counties.

15. The City of Canton,
Malone University and
ODNR
A partnership between the City of Canton,
Malone University and the Ohio
Department of Natural Resource’s Division
of Parks and Recreation in northeast Ohio
developed the newly-completed Pioneer
Trail. The multi-use biking and walking trail
is almost three-and-a-half miles long and
connects to Malone University. It is also
part of USBR 44. Although only open since
May, the trail has been well-used by
residents and students.

16. Tri-State Trails
In Southwest Ohio, Cincinnati’s Tri-State
Trails bicycle advocacy organization has
created the CROWN project – a unified
effort to build a 104-mile active
transportation network of trails throughout
the city that will be used for transportation
and recreation. It united plans for 11
different bike trails into one with a vision of
transforming how people move in
Cincinnati.

17. The City of Nelsonville
Last year the City of Nelsonville, located in
Southeast Ohio, stepped up its AT game
with the passage of a complete streets
policy, hosting “How We Roll” rides,
repainting and adding sharrows around
the city, and adding bike racks. The
ultimate goal is to give residents a daily
reminder that bicycles are vehicles too.
Bike counts conducted by RTPO Buckeye
Hills Regional Council gives them the
information needed to plan future bike
lanes.

As you can see, from the Ohio River to Lake Erie, and
the rolling farm fields in western Ohio to the foothills of
the Appalachian Mountains, more Ohioans are using two
feet, two wheels and transit to get around. It’s Your
Move Ohio!
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