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Making It Safer for the
Pedestrian to Cross the Road
In 2018, 132 pedestrians were killed in car
crashes in Ohio. Improvements to controlled
and uncontrolled crossing locations can make
crossing the street easier and safer for
pedestrians and reduce the number of
preventable injuries and deaths of Ohioans.

Proven Pedestrian

Safety
Changes

The safety countermeasures in this issue are
proven effective in appropriate contexts and
are recommended by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA). Consider using some
of these countermeasures to improve roadway
safety and save lives in your community.
Click on the photos to learn more.

The March Active Transportation
webinar will discuss the State
and US Bike Route System, and
how you can help make it a
reality in Ohio. The webinar is
Tuesday, March 26, 10-11AM.
Use Skype or (Skype Web App)
and call in: 1-614-466-7177,
conference ID: 7072316.

Land Use and
Health Webinar
The Ohio Department of Health
is sponsoring a free introductory
webinar on the connections
between land use, transportation
and health on Thursday, March
21, from 10-11AM. Register
here. In-depth webinars specific
to small towns and to urban
areas will take place on 5/22 and
6/13, respectively. Registration
coming soon.

Bicycle and Pedestrian
StreetLight Data Now
Available in Ohio
ODOT has purchased access to
StreetLight Data, which now
provides mobility data and
analytics for bicycle and
pedestrian transportation
projects. Public agencies,

Pedestrian Safety Funding
Opportunity – Safe Routes to
School Program
These safety countermeasures are eligible for
funding through ODOT’s Safe Routes to
School program, with an ODOT-approved
school travel plan or active transportation
plan.

Reminder — the application
deadline is March 5

Crosswalk Visibility Enhancements
Enhanced lighting, signage and retro-reflective
markings increase a crosswalk’s visibility,
especially at night.

Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI)

Reprogramming existing traffic lights to allow
the pedestrian “walk” light to start three to four
seconds before the vehicle signal turns green
to allow turning. This gives pedestrians a head
start to cross an intersection, increasing their
visibility and increasing vehicle yielding.

Pedestrian Crossing Refuge Island
A raised median island in the center of the
roadway at a crosswalk. This gives a safe
stopping point, allowing pedestrians to cross
one direction of traffic at a time.

Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon (PHB)
A signal that flashes yellow, then red,
indicating that drivers should stop to allow
pedestrians to cross. This countermeasure is
appropriate for higher volume and multi-lane
roadways.

universities and their consultants
can access Streetlight under
ODOT’s licensing agreement.
Request to access this platform
by emailing
Christi.Collins@dot.ohio.gov.

Free Bike
Helmets Available
The American Academy of
Pediatrics – Ohio Chapter and
ODOT are excited to once again
provide bike helmets to
organizations participating in
May’s Bike Helmet Safety
Awareness Month. Online
applications are due Monday,
March 4.

PHB in Bowling Green

Raised Crosswalk
A crosswalk placed on top of a speed table. It
slows vehicle traffic at the crosswalk and
increases pedestrian visibility.

Rectangular Rapid Flashing
Beacon (RRFB)
Amber-colored LED lights that flash in an

irregular pattern and are placed at mid-block or
uncontrolled crossings. They signal that
drivers should yield to pedestrians.

RRFB in Bowling Green

Road Diet
A reduction of vehicle lanes or overall
roadway width. This reduces vehicle speeds
and the number of crossing lanes. A road diet
can also provide additional space for other
pedestrian facilities such as sidewalks and
median islands.

Learn More –
These resources have more information on designing safe pedestrian facilities.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center, Facility Design
Federal Highway Administration, Safe Transportation for Every
Pedestrian (STEP)

Questions? Feedback?
Drop us a line, bikeohio@dot.ohio.gov
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