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Access for All
Pedestrian networks that are accessible to
people of all ages and abilities are a key
component of providing safe and dignified
transportation options in our communities. The
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was
passed in 1990 to prohibit discrimination
against individuals with disabilities and enable
all individuals to participate in civic life and
move independently in public spaces. ADA
requirements and guidelines are crucial tools
in creating walking networks for everyone.

:Ohio AT News :
National Bike to School
Day is Wednesday, May 8
Visit walkbiketoschool.org to
register your event and get
ideas!

Celebrate the Great
American Rail-Trail,
Wednesday, May 8
Join Rails-to-Trails Conservancy,
Central Ohio Greenways and
distinguished guests for the
reveal of the cross-country,
preferred route of the Great
American Rail-Trail on
Wednesday, May 8, 2019, from
12:30–3 p.m. in Columbus.
For more details and to RSVP,
visit Rails to Trails Conservancy.
Program starts at 1 p.m.

Spaces available in
FREE Designing for
Pedestrian Safety Course
Two, free of charge, sessions of
the National Highway Institute’s
Designing for Pedestrian Safety
course are scheduled in
Columbus in June and July.
Don’t miss this opportunity to
learn about improving pedestrian
safety through design and
engineering.
Get details here.

Design Guidelines
Two major documents provide guidance on
accessible design.
The 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible
Design are the federal standards. All state and
local governments must comply with or exceed
the standards for all new roadway construction
and alterations. Local grievance procedures,
federal investigations by the Department of
Justice and civil lawsuits all ensure
compliance with ADA requirements.
The Proposed Accessibility Guidelines for
Pedestrian Facilities in the Public Right-ofWay (PROWAG) provide more specific
guidance on the design, construction and
alteration of pedestrian facilities in the public
right-of-way, including shared use paths.
ODOT has adopted these guidelines as an
industry best practice and recommends that
local jurisdictions do the same. At a minimum,
refer to this document for guidance.

Role of Local Governments
All new facilities being built by public entities, as well as those undergoing
alteration, must comply with the 2010 ADA Standards. All public entities are
required to evaluate their services, policies and practices for accessibility.
Entities with more than 50 employees must develop a “transition plan” for
compliance, although all are encouraged to do so.
ODOT provides resources for compliance through the Local Technical
Assistance Program, including transition plan templates. All entities should
evaluate their facilities on a regular basis to remove barriers, identify and
prioritize strategies, and provide a timeline for implementation. Public entities
should also provide ongoing training for their staff.
Elements of Accessible Design
The above resources provide designs for the following elements in the
pedestrian network:
Sidewalk slope, surface and clearance (ADA and PROWAG)
Street crossings, including curb ramps, detectable warning surfaces and
refuge islands (ADA and PROWAG)
Sidewalk clear width (ADA)
Crossing islands (ADA)

Street crossings at roundabouts (PROWAG)
Pedestrian signals, push buttons and sounds (PROWAG)
Transit stop design and signage (PROWAG)
On-street parking and loading zones (PROWAG)
Pedestrian signs (PROWAG)
Street furniture (PROWAG)
Ramps and building entrances (PROWAG)
Shared use paths (PROWAG addendum)
Accessible Design Examples
Sidewalks and Paths
ODOT has standards for accessible sidewalk
and shared use path designs. Sidewalks must
be a minimum of five feet wide. The pedestrian
zone should be clear of obstacles. The
standards also specify maximum grades, cross
slopes, landing area intervals and dimensions.

Curb Ramps
Curb ramps ensure continuous accessible
paths in the public right of way. Curb ramps
must be provided during all new road
construction and alteration at intersections
where curbs or other barriers exist between
street level and the pedestrian walkway.
Roadway reconstruction is an important
opportunity to upgrade all intersections to
include ADA compliance. Curb ramps should
include detectable warning surfaces, also
called truncated domes, that warn pedestrians
that they are about to reach a conflict or
decision point.
ODOT has standard curb ramp drawings. Its
resurfacing policy outlines standard
procedures for installation and maintenance.
ODOT also has a list of approved providers of
detectable warning surfaces.
Accessible Pedestrian Signals
Accessible pedestrian signals (APS) provide
non-visual information about when and where
pedestrians should cross the street at
signalized intersections. Features may include
braille, raised arrow buttons pointing toward
the crossing and audible chimes or
announcements of when to cross. Push
buttons should also be accessibly located for
people in wheelchairs.
APS are typically installed upon request,

along a specific route, at existing locations.
They should also be installed at all new
signalized intersections and at other locations
with challenging roadway design (geometry)
or signal timing. Learn more in this APS
design, prioritization and installation guide.

Additional Resources –
A wide variety of additional resources are available for jurisdictions working to
improve pedestrian accessibility, including:
ODOT and the ADA
ODOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity
Accessible Design for the Blind
FHWA Accessible Shared Streets Guide

Questions? Feedback?
Drop us a line, bikeohio@dot.ohio.gov
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